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UNITED STATES OF NORTH AMERICA 
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PASSAGE FROM CHARLESTON TO 
NORFOLK. 


HERE do not frequently, occur oppor- 
tunities of obtaining a paflage from 
Charlefton to Norfolk: the feafon was too 
far advanced to admit of travelling on horfe- 
back through North-Carolina, and making in 
that ftate a fufficiently long flay. to acquire good 
information. After having waited a week 
for a veflel to convey me to Virginia, I had 
engaged a birth in a floop: but my Charleiton 
friends thought it too much encumbered 
with paffengers to allow of my being conve- 
niently accémmodated on board, belides its 
being indifferently equipped ; and Mr. Grant, 
Vou, IL. B : one 
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fut 


one of thofe gentlemen from whom I had ex- 
perienced the greateft civilities at Charlefton, 
invited me to give the preference to a {mall 
veffel that was configned to him, which be- 
longed to one of his friends at Norfolk, and 
which was to fail in two days. ‘This veflek 
was not to be laden, to carry no other pafien- 
gers than the owner's nephew and myfelf, 
and to take us-in three days to Norfolk. Al- 
though-I.difliked the veflel on account of her 
fmall fize, as fhe was, but of twenty-nine tons 
burden, yet the advantage of the other cir- 
cumftances’> counterbalanced that objeCtion, 
and I thankfully accepted the offer: -but, in- 
ftead-6f failing at the exptration; of two-days, 
the wads delayed fix days longer: inftead of 


having fio ‘catego, the was laden ‘with: éafks of 


tice even~to the very cabin: inftead of a 
ingle ‘fellow-paflenger, there were four: in- 
ftead of being a good failer, fe was as: flow 
as a Dutch dogger: the captain was igno- 
rant, lazy, carelefs, “and unacquainted: with 
the dificult coaft of North¢Carolina: 

At length, after having “encountered the 
moit~ferious “dangers on? the ‘fhoals of Cape 
Fear and Cape Lookout, which we ought to 

have 
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have left at the diftance of thirty miles; af- 
ter having -had one of our mafts four timés 
fhattered by the feverity of the weather; after 
having run aground during the night on a 
bank ittioChefapeak=Bay, from which we ex- 
tricated ourfelves with difficulty at the ex- 
pence of four hours’ fevere labour ; after 
having efcaped from feveral other perils to 
which the ignorance and. neglect of our cap= 
tain. had expofed us; and after-a ‘moft un- 
pleafant voyage of eléven days, we atrived at 
Norfolk on the 29th of May. 

Thus it often happens that the event is fat 
from. correfponding with the meafures plan- 
ned by prudent forefight : but inconveniences 
and dangers are nothing when they are pafi- 
ed; and thofe attached to fea-voyages leave a 
lefs ftrong impreflion on the mind than any 
other. Befides, on fea, danger does not fub- 
je&t the paffenger to any laborious exertions : 
for in. that fituation, beyond all others, he is 
compelled to acknowledge himfelf fubje@ to 
the fway of uncontrollable neceffity. His 
condition, however, is not oh that account 
the moré agreeable; far from it; but it affords 
a fort of melancholy confolation to a man 
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already fatigued. with untoward events, and 
predifpofed to bear with patience thofe fur+ 
ther crofles of which he is deftined to be the 
{port. 

On my paflage I- learned. that jour -little 
veffel. belonged? t° Colonel H * * *.*,: the 
Britith »conful,- andprincipal of one of ;the 
moft. opulent: commercial houfes in» Norfolk, 
which, however, does not bear cen name, but 
that of his nephew, Thomas H**** >. for: by 
the laws of England, and thofe of every nation 
who with that the duty of their envoy fhould 
be «the» primary object of his attention, a 
conful is not-allowed ‘to carry on any 2fpecies 
of commerce in the-country: where:hevis em= 
ployed. But'Colonel. H **-*-*; like fo inany 
others, thus*eludes thatoregulation, and em- 
ploys: his capital on his own accountuinder 
the firm ‘of -his nephew; which! he ‘direéts' as 
completely’as if. he were the avowed: princi- 
pal in the butinets. ¢ It wasowith Mr.’ Morgan 
—who is not the colonel’s ‘relative as: ‘Mr. 
Giant hadsinformed me, but one of the per- 
fons employed under -him: for «the ‘affairs of 
the confulate—that. I failed’: and from -his 
converfation- [ -had anew opportunity of ob- 
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ferving how uniformly-all thofeiwho aré em- 
ployed by:the,*:* * * minifiry, -andeall fuch 
as‘haveimbibed:theit principles, fpeak of the 
Americans with averfion and contempt, Such 
a difpofition on their part feems as little Inkely 
to furnith; motives that fhould render palata> 
ble the late treaty of amity and commerce, as 
thé articles of the treaty itfelf. 

Since-the. revolution,» *.*.* * has; nomi- 
nated, for her confuls in the United States, 
Americans who had been: proferibed «an «their 
native couritry for having taken -partoim .op= 
pofition tothe caufe, of independence 5 the 
has fent thither,.as her minifters; men the 
moft vidlent-in their opinions, and in their 
difcourfes;againft the: American nation. In 
the thidft of peace the feizes her thips, and 
preffes ‘het failors 5 fhe renews thefe, outrages 
with additional violence at the -very;moment 
of concluding the treaty of alliance; and the 
American government teftifies no refentment 
of fuch proceedings: When- we {fec,--as 1s 
the cafe at the prefent period, that morality 
and honefty are utterly difreearded in poli- 
tics, it is eafy to account for the conduct of 
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** * * in this particular; but that of the 
American rulers is wholly unaccountable, 

In failing out of Charlefton-Bay, we crofled 
the bar by the north paffage, near Sullivan’s 
Hfland; this is the narroweft and* thalloweft 
of all the paflages; but it was more than 
fuficiently deep for our purpofe :'we had a 
good pilot on board; and thus with perfe@ 
fafety: we abridged our courfe by’a dozen’ of 
miles. A. few days: before, a fhip from Ja- 
maica, a valuable prize taken by a French 
privateer, had been loft through ‘the mift 
management of a drunken. pilot, who ran 
her aground in condu@ting ‘her through the 
middle paflage, which is the deepeft of all: 
The nature of the fand which compofes the 
bank is fuch, that in a few hours, it fwallows 
up. whatever touches upon it, and that the 
fhip in-queftion, from which only a few bales 
of coffee could be faved, totally difappeared in 
twelve hours, hull and maits, fo that not a 
veltice -of her was any ‘longer’ to be dif. 
covered, 


ENTRANCE. 
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ENTRANCE INTO ELIZABETH-RIVER. 


Thofe veflels which, as was the cafe with 
ours, are bound for Norfolk, fteer to the left 
after they have pafled between Cape Henry 
and Cape Charles, which form the entrance 
of the Chefapeak.. On Cape Henry is erecte 
ed a fort which is feen from a great diftance. 
Behind it, and oppofite to. the entrance of 
this vaft bay, and a little to the left, is Hamp- 
ton-Road.. We approached within fight of 
it inorder to gain Elizabeth-River, after 
having pafled by the mouths of James and 
Nanfemond Rivers. 


STATE OF V IRGINIA.—NORFOLK AND 
PORTSMOUTH. 


Norfolk is built on Flizabeth-River, at 
nine miles from the {pot where it difcharges 
‘ts waters into the bay. In the intervening 
{pace there are few houfes, and thofe few al- 
moft all prefent a wretched appearance. An 
almoft uninterrupted fucceffion of pines are 
the only object which meets the voyager s 
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eye, Erancy Ifland lies nearly in the middle 
of the river at a fhort diftance above its 
mouth. Two points of land, which ap- 
proach within a quarter of a mile of each 
other in front of Norfolk, are {trengthened 
with forts which are capable of fuccefsfully 
defending the entrance. That on the Norfolk 
fide is in better condition than the other, 
which, however, might be fpeedily repaired, 
and at no great expence, | 
~The town of Norfolk was entirely burned 
at the commencement of the war, by order 
of Lord Dunmore, who was at that time g£0- 
vernor of Virginia for the king of England. 
Not a fingle houfe remaiiiéd ftaniding : and 
the damage was eftimated at a million and half 
of dollars.~ "The Englith who now inhabit 
the town, afharned of that a@ of barbarity, 
affert that Lord Dunmore gave orders only 
for ‘the burning of the warehoufes on the 
wharfs, for the purpofe of facilitating the de- 
fence of the place; and that it was the Ame. 
ricans themfelvés who burned the remainder 
of the town by order of the committee of 
fafety of the legiflature of Virginia. It is not 
forgotten how a few years ago the Jacobins 
if} 
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in France faid that the:ariftocrats were them- 
{elves the perfons who fet? fire to their own 
chateaux. Party-animolity prompts “men to 
advance the -groffeft abfurdities, and caufes 
them to be believed even by thole:who re- 
late them.—Mankind iare -every where the 
{ame :—an obfervation, of which the truth is 
univerially. acknowledged. 

Portfmouth, a {mall aflemblage of houfes 
en the oppofite fide of the river, did not 
fhare in the conflagration of Norfolk. From 
its fituation it feemed “entitled to expect all 
the commerce of Elizabeth-River : at’ its 
quays the greateft depth of -water is found ; 
at the higheft tides, it 1s: there, twelve feet 
deep, whereas it is only-fix‘at Norfolk : the 
pump-water at the former place is not braek- 
ifh, as at the latter: the foil on: which the 
town is built)is. more dry;,and-the-air. more 
falubrious.- But, at: the’:conclufion. of. the 
peace, the inhabitants being: incenfed againit 
the Englifh, refufed to. admit any merchant 
ef that nation, or any. new-comer whole 
political principles were liable to fufpicion. 
To this rancorous difpofition -was attributed 
a political motive of a lefs-generous kind— 

an 
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an apprehenfion on the part of the American 
merchants: who had remained at: Portfmouth, 
left the new traders who might come to fettle 
among them, fhould, by the advantage of 
bringing in greater ‘capitals than they them- 
felves poffefled, be enabled to outdo them im: 
the line of commerce. 

However this may be, the confequence has 
been, that the mbhabitants have removed to 
the oppofite fide; that Norfolk has been re- 
built, and that its trade is twenty times more 
confiderable than that of Portfmouth: nay, 
the few merchants who ftill refide in the lat- 
ter town, purchafe at Norfolk almoft all the 
articles that conftitute their cargoes, and fome 
of them even have their compting-houfes 
there. 

Portimouth, which, in a very great fpacé, 
contains at prefent only about a hundred 
houtes, and whole {treets run in very ftraight 
lines, wears the appearance rather of a town 
recently traced out than of one already built. 
A fmall market is held there, but it is in- 
ditterently fupplied : there is alfo an epifco- 
palian church, a tolerably handfome building, 
im which, as in all the churches of Georgia, 

Carolina, 
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Carolina, and Virginia, wpeculiar {tation is 
allotted to‘ the negroes,:awho are not allowed 
to mingle with the whites. 

' At’ the clofe of the year eighty-three there 
were not yet twelve honfes rebuilt at (Nor 
folk : at prefent the number is between feven 
and eight ‘hundred. It is one of the uglicit, 
moft irregular, and moft filthy towns that 
can any-where be found, The houles are 
low and unfightly, almoft all conftru@ted of 
wood, and erected without any attention to 
make them’ regularly line-with each other ; 
not twenty of them are built of brick, The 
ftreets are unpaved’ the town is furrounded 
by fwamps: the naftinefs and ftench which 
prevail in it are exceflive,and add to the na- 
tural infalubrity of the fituation, and of the 
climate which is‘extremely hot. “The magi- 
{trates, it is faid, have fometimes attempted 
to introduce into the place a greater degree 
of order, and efpecially of cleanlinefs: but 
thefé regulations have not been attended to ; 
and nobody is any longer willing to act as 
magiltrate. 

From thefe concurrent fources of unhealthi+ 
nefs it refults that difeafes are habitual at 
~ Norfolk 
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Norfolk in fummer and autumn, and/:that 
malignant epidemics are there frequent. Lait 
year the yellow fever is faid to. havecarried 
off there five’ hundred: perfons from, a;popu- 
lation of four'thoufand. Three hundred died 
at thetime the. diftemper prevailed ; the 
others fell viGtims to: its confequences:'» The 
inhabitants of Norfolk, ‘even thole; among 
them wholare the moft}opulent, fancy, that 
the ufe of «wine and {trong liquors furnifhes 
them witha. prefervative againft the. infalu- 
brity ‘ofthe climate);| and they. make liberal 
ufe of the remedy... Previous to the war, the 
town is faid to have contained eight thou- 
farid mhabitants. 

Norfolk ‘carries on a-confiderable trade 
with Europe, the Antilles, and the Northern 
fates: 2 Her exports: are wheat, flour, In- 
dian ‘corn, timber of every kind, particularly 
planks, ‘{taves, -and fhingles, falt. meat and 
fifth, irom; lead, flax-feed, tobacco, tar, tur- 
pentine, hemp. All thefe articlés are the 
produce’ of: Virginia, or of .North-Carolina, 
which latter ftate, having no fea-ports,. or 
none that are good, ; makes her exportations 
principally through thofe of Virginia. 

Norfolk 
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Norfolk is the only port for the fouthera 
part of this extenfive ftate : for, as no veilels 
above the burden of a hundred ona hundred 
and twenty tons can go-up to Peterfburg or 
Richmond, the produce: of the backcountry 
which ‘is° brought to thofe places by.land, 
is for the moft ‘part fent-down in. lighters to 
Norfolk; whence it is exported. Thus, this 
port almoft fingly carries on all the commerce 
of that part:of Virginias which lies, | fouth: of 
the Rappahannoc, and of North-Carolina 
far beyond the Roanoke: 

They. are at prefent forming a canal, which, 
pafling’ through the Difmal-Swamp,: is’ to 
unite’ the:waters of the fouth branch of Eliza 
beth: River;or rather of Dup-Creek which falls 
into it, with Albemarle-Sound, by the: river 
Pafkotank, and which will thus confiderably 
fkorten’ and ‘facilitate the communication *be- 
tween North-Carolina and Norfolk. .» This 
canal, to which the two legillatures of North- 
Carolina and Virginia have feverally.:given 
their: fantion, is ‘carried’ on by fubfeription ; 
it is three years fince it was begun ;:andy in 
three’years moreuit is expected to be finifhed. 
It is torbe twenty-eight miles in length,..and 

to 
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to-run through a foil which is faid to be very 
favourable for the purpofe, and eafily worked. 
Five miles’ of it are already dug on the Vir- 
ginia fide, which I examined with fome care, 
and thought very well executed: the fame 
length is alfo dug on the:fide of North-Caro- 
fina. ‘The Difmal-Swamp has lef folidity 
than any other which I have ever yet feen : 
but the earth which is dug for the paflage of 
the canal, hardens in the air, and makes an 
excellent dike. 

What muft appear-very furprizing, is, that, 
for this canal which already feems in fuch a 
{tate of forwardnefs, no levels -have been 
taken. It is not ‘yet known what-number of 
locks may be nheceffary, and even whether any 
willbe-requifite : coniequently it is impoffible 
to aftertain what may be the expence of come 
pleting ‘it’ cr even. whether the faecefs of the 
undertaking can be depended on,- Tt is thus 
almoft all the public works are carried on in 
America, where there isa total want of mén 
of talents in ‘the arts, and where fo many 
able men; who are perhaps at this moment 
unemployed in Europe, might to a certainty 
make their fortunes at: the fame time that 
. they 
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they were rendering eflential fervice to the 
country. 

The exportations from Norfolk amounted, 
in 1791, to 1,028,789 dollars—in 1792, to 
1,147,414—1in 1793, to 1,045,525—in 1794, 
to 1,087,1904——ihn 1795, to 1,934,827---and 
already. to 1,088,105 dollars for the firft 
quarter of the current year (1796). When 
we coniider the increafe in the exports. for 
fome years back, we mutt recollect: that the 
difference is much more confiderable in the 
value than in the quantity. ‘The neceflities 
of Europe have more than doubled the price : 
and although it be certainly a fact that the 
clearing of new grounds augments the quan- 
tum of produce, that augmentation bears no 
proportion to the difference of value prefented 
by the tables for three years back, fent in 
from the different cuftom-houfes.. In giving 
a combined view of the details of the export- 
ation. of the three principal articles of the 
produce of the country for the laft five years, 
I furnith an additional proof of my affertion. 


QUANTITIES. 
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| QUANTITIES. Fae — SOs ons $$ -, 
: : | | S279%- S| 1792. “| 1793-<) (1794. | 1795 
| ——|———— —— See: 
| Barrelsof Flour . . . , 4} 35307} 45,909 | - 52,836 | “8,981 66,529 
Buthels of Indian Corn, | 341,984 | 286,834 | 258,736 | git 313.1 442,076 
Catks of Naval Stores |) 29,370 | 44,665 26,753 23,286 | 14,704 
VALUE OF THOSE-ARTICLES,./| Dollars, | Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. Dollars, 
spe dis ee «1 191/639] 242,357 | 206,415 | 436,352 | 629,384. | 
Indian Com a5 1205733) “Woqeg77 154,204 | 105,665 172,499 
Naval Stores eo ere oh Bg anego | a.631 Agjorg | 


= 49504 | 33.111 

Thus we fee that a barrel of flour, whofe medium value in L7Q1 
was five dollars and fifty five e cents, in 1792 five dollars and three ce nts, 
in 1793 five dollars and fifteen cents, in 1794 five- dollars and fifty-fix 
cents, rofe in 1705 to nine dollars and thirty-five cents; and that Indian 
corn, which is-an article of only fecondary demand, was at thirty-feven 
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cents the bufhel in 1791, at fifty-four im 1792, at fixty-one im 1793, at 


fifty-one in 1794, and at fixty-fix in 1795. 
The comparative table of the prices of timber for the five preceding 
years exhibits the fame augmentation of price. 
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With refpect to the naval ftores, as they coniilt of various articles ex- 
tremely diferent in value, and as I am not furnidhed with the particulars, 
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I cannot fubject the amount of the general 
eflimates to the fame comparifon as thofe of 

the wheat, Indian corn, and timber. 
Exclufive of the flour exported from Nor- 
folk, there is drawn from. the ftate, through 
that and other ports, a great quantity of 
wheat, which is taken by the merchants of 
Philadelphia and New-York, or the millers 
of Brandiwine, who manufacture it into flour 
which they export to Europe. Good mills 
are not very common in Virginia; and the 
want of capitals to ere a fuffictent. number 
of them does not allow the Virginians to en- 
joy the great advantages ariling from: the 
manufacture. of flour, — which they; have 
hitherto refigned to the other ftates. The 
high price of wheat this year, and the hope 
that it would rife ftill higher, have kept in 
Virginia a confiderable quantity of that com- 
amodity: and, in confequence of this fpecula- 
tron, which the prefent ftate of the market 
fhews to have been ill-founded, the planters 
and the millers have on hand a greater ftock 
of the article than they have ever had in the 

preceding years at the fame feafon. 
Lhe fame is the cafe with refpe& to the 
tonnage 
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tonnage of the: different American ports; its 
increafe is in great meafure owing to the cir- 
cumftances of the war, which render the 
American bottoms the only vehicles that afs 
ford any tolerable fecurity for the tran{porta- 
tion of thofe articles of American produce of 
which: Europe and the colonies ftand in need, 
and confine in their own ports the merchant 
fhips of France, England, Hollatid, &c. until 
the return of peace. ‘Ten years ago, Norfolk 
could not reckon ten large veflels of her 
own; whereas at prefent fhe poffeffes fifty of 
that defcription, exclufive of fifty. others of 
imaller fize particularly employed in the trade 
to the Weft-Indies. - Under the name of Nor- 
folk are to be underftood Norfolk and Portf- 
mouth; for thofe two places, though otherwife 
diftingt, conftitute but a fingle port of entry, 
and ‘are both fubje& to the fame cuftom- 
houfe. The prefent tonnage of Norfolk is 
15,567 tons, exclufive of the veflels employed 
in the coafting trade. 

The danger of {muggling which might be 
carried: on ‘by veflels coming from foreign 
countries, and difcharging their cargoes in 
James or York-River, induced the congrefs 
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to enact-2 law prohibiting vellels bound toe 
Richmond, Peterfburg,-or York-Town, from 
entering thofe rivers without having on board 
a cuftom-houfe- officer, whom. -the . captain 
comes or fends for to--Norfolk. |-This pre- 
caution, which operates as a partial check on 
that illicit trade, does not however entirely 
reprefs it; and I have been affured that it 1s 
éarried on to a cortfiderable amount along 
the fhores.of the-Chefapeak, notwithilanding 
the vigilance of two {mall vellels belonging to 
the government of the Union, which are con- 
ftantly, cruifing with 4 view to prevent it. 
The -exportation~of:tobacco from Norfolk 
has, by the diminution of the culture of, that 
article in Virginia, been reduced’ above one 
third, within the laft-five-years. In 17.93, it 
amounted to 15,002 hogfheatls—in31 7945 to 
11,052—and in. 1795, to 9,068. I have not 
been able to procure an accurate ftatement of 
the quantities exported, in 1791-and. 1792. 
Many Englifh commercial. houfes are: ef- 
tabliihed,at Norfolk; and’ the merchants of 
that ,nation.hate the Americans here, as well 
as throughout almeft the whole of the United 
States. . "They break out into invectives, and 
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aré lavifh-of contemptuous expreflions, againft 
the country wnich enriches them. . We ought 
never tosavonder at the: effects of prejudice 
and'paflion:; yet, in order to account for this 
prepofterous condud, it is necetlary: to: re 
collect thatthe generality of thofe-merchants, 
who are but the agents -of: different houfes in 
ingland,-are men ttterly deftitute of educa 
tion: -for the better fort of Englith merchants 
eftablifhed “in Americaare not guilty of fuch 
blameable’ conduct, 

The animofity of the Engtifh merchants 
refiding at Norfolk is further exaiperated by 
the prefence of a conful who is a:native of 
America, a loyalift, who bore arms. againit 
his country during the war between the co- 
lonies and Britain, and: who, in addition: te 
the politics of the Britith cabinet, feels the 
fpur of perfonal refentment .for the confit 
eations he has fuffered. . Public opinion howe 
ever is unanimous in his favour with refpect 
to his conduct. in the war, which was. very 
diffetent from that of feveral officers who fo 
ftrikingly, derogated from. the honourable 
character which the Englifh nation is: gene 
rally -allowed:ito poflefs. | 
3 This 
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This. year England. procured from Vir- 
#inia)a number of -horfes to mount the ca- 
walry which the propofed to fend to’ the 
French iflands; and thofe fupplies, which at 
every former period had always been con- 
fidered as warlike ftores, were by the Ame- 
rican ‘miniftry accownted: ordinary merchan- 
dize : confequently their exportation was au- 
thorized by law, notwith{tanding the remon- 
ftrances of the French conful. But fortune 
has not proved fo favourable to the Britith 
plans as the council of the United States: 
for, of four hundred horfes already fhipped 
off, only one hundred and fifty lived to reach 
the place of their: deftination, and arrived 
there in bad condition. A veffel which had 
about a hundred on board did not preferve:a 
fingle one of the number. » The precautions; 
taken for the tranfportation of three hundred 
more that yet remain at Norfolk, being the 
fame as thofe adopted ‘with refpe@ to the 
former, the fame refult muft inevitably enfue; 
and the fame will probably be the fate of five 
hundred: others now purchafing in North- 

Carolina, 
If the circle of Englith merchants and the 
creatures 
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creatures of the conful at Norfolk indulge in 
angry invective againft the Americans and 
the party attached to France, the merchants 
and other members of the community who 
have embracedthe contrary party, fupport 
with equal warmth : fo that nought but div1- 
fion reigns at Norfolk in confequence. But 
the prevailing opinion there 1s in favour of 
the French. This warmth of ‘animolity, as 
much as the. unhealthinefs of the climate, 
retards the increafe of Norfolk, where few 
new merchants come to fettle,; notwithftand- 
ing its advantageous fituation for commerce. 
It cannot however be doubted that the temp- 
tation held out by the hope of making a for- 
tune will fooner or later counterbalance thofe 
snconveniences, as it has, in the cafe of thole 
merchants who are already fettled there, pre- 
vailed. over the probability of difeafes.—I 
have every-where heard the Prefident of the 

United States mentioned with great refpect. 
In all Virginia there 1s but a fingle bank 
eftablithed—that of Alexandria, which con- 
fequently affords to the commerce of Norfolk 
no other aid than that of its paper, which in 
every. part of the ftate is accepted as cath, 
G4 when 
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In Nor- 


when indorfed. with a good name. 
folk there are not many opulent houfes, very 
few whofe commercial] enterprizes are of con- 
fiderable magnitude, but feveral that carry 
on trade to.a more limited extent. 
Agriculture can hardly be faid to exilt in 
Norfolk-Gounty, or-in. that of Princefs Ann, 
which borders.on it. Thefe two counties do 
indeed produce fome Indian corn: but the 
lands would, from their nature, require great 
attention and labour to render them produc-+ 
tive.of good crops, efpecially along the bor- 
ders of the Chefapeak and the fea-coatt. 
The landed property is much divided; and 
the inhabitants, who in general are vot in very 
ealy circumftances, devote themfelves rather 
to the felling of timber than to the cultivation 
of the foil. Scarcely does-the fize of their 
gardens exceed half a {core perches : they 
cut down trees on their own lands and 
wherever. elfe they find them of any value; 
and they fquander their whole earnings on 
{trong liquors, as is the practice with all thofe 
who lead that kind of life. Yet they are in 
the habit of gaining above a dollar per day, 
deduction bein ng made for the conveyance of 
the 


BS SST ONNes OG NE IE TE ere 








WORTH AMERICA; CANADA, KC. 25 


the timber to the river-fide; and the expence 
of this tranfportation is about one half of the 
yalue of theearticle thus»tranfported. This 
timber ig purchafed by merchants at Norfolk, 
who derive:a confiderable profit either from 
the employment or refale of it. 

The plantations in the interior parts of thefe 
counties, being . fomewhat’ better cultivated 
than the borders of the fea‘or of the rivers, 
furnifh the Norfolk market with -falt beef and 
pork in fufficient quantity even for exporta- 
tion. 

In allthefe parts, land is fold at from fix 
to feven dollars per acre; and often the value 
of the timber which it offers for the axe 
amounts to four or five times the price of the 
original purchafe. 

From eighty to ninety veflels of different 
dimenfions are annually built at Norfolk. 
The price of building is, for the hull on. 
coming from the hands of the carpenter, 
twenty-four dollars per ton for thole of above 
a hundred and twenty tons. Ready for fea, 
they coft from forty-feven to fifty dollars per 
ton. The prices have rifen above one fourth 
during the laft three years. The fhipwright's 
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wages are two dollars and three quarters per 
day.—Veflels of inferior dimenfions are much 
cheaper. A contiderable number of them are 
fold at Philadelphia, and to great advantage. 
—Thefe fmall veffels are conftruéted for quick 
failing : but this port, in common:with almoft 
all thofe of the Chefapeak, labours under the 
inconvenience of worms which attack the vet 
fels from June to September, and do them 
material injury. 

The vicinity}of Norfolk is abundantly pro- 
dudtive of workmen of every kind—of failors, 
of fea captains—and Virginia is not in this 
relpe& dependent on the Northern ftates, as 
are Carolina and Georgia. There is at Nor- 
folk a tolerably good {chool for boys, but it 
is lately eftablifhed : it is what is commonly 
called a grammar-{chool. Forty dollars per 

_ annum is the {um paid for each pupil. ‘There 
1s no {chool for girls, except thofe where they 
learn to read ; and fuch parents as with to give 
their daughters any further education, fend 
them to Williamfburg or Baltimore. 

The courts of the juftices of the peace for 
the police of the city and its environs are 
held at Norfolk; the county-court is held at 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk, another-town about eight miles dif- 
tant from the former. ~The prifons are {mall, 
and ill conducted: there is no walk for the 
prifoners : they are fed by the jailor, who re- 
ceives for each.a fhilling per day. 

The: market at Norfolk is held every day, 
but it is not well furnifhed. The beef, how- 
ever, is better here than at Charlefton: it 
cofts ten pence the pound ; mutton, veal, &c. _ 
a fhilling ; flour, fourteen dollars the barrel. 
A’ common workman is paid a dollar per day, 
befides his board. The cord of fire-wood 
cofts three dollars ; hickory-wood, half a dol- 
lar additional. The hire of a negro is from 
eight to ten dollars per month. The medium 
rate of houfe-rent is,two hundred and thirty 
dollars. . The price of lots in the town is from 
nine to ten dollars the foot in front, on a 
depth of feventy feet. Fith is very abundant 
in the river and the bay. The Virginia cur- 
rency is fix fhillings to the dollar, ten dol- 
lars making three pounds. 

Mr. Plume, a native of Ireland, an active 
and intelligent man, who fettled at Norfolk 
before the American war, conducts there a 
tannery and rope-walk, in which he employs 

as 
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as workmen his own negroes. He manufac. 

tures to a large amount, furnifhes a great part 

of the cordage confumed: in the port, and 

fends his‘ leather’ to every part of America. 

He procures: almoft all: his hemp from the 

back parts of- Virginia ; the remainder he de- 

rives from Ruffia.. The latter, without being 

ftronger than that of Virginia, is more eafily 

wrought, and more readily receives the drefl- 

ing. ‘Che country fupplies Mr. Plume nearly 

with all the hides he has occafion for: he 

neverthelefs* gets fome from the-heretofore 
Spanifh part’ of Saint-Domingo. 

it was intended that Norfolk fhould build 

one of the fix frigates of which the United 

States had determined to compofe their ma- 

rine: but, fubfequent confiderations having 

influenced the Congrefs to adopt the refolu- 

tion of reducing the number to three inftead 

of ‘fix that were voted two years. ago, the 

other three frigates have been countermanded. 

That which was to have been built at Nor- 

folk is amone the number of the latter: it 

| was begun at Gofport, a: {mall dependency 

of Portimouth, where there ate dock-yards 

for the conftruction of the largeft veffels. . I 

have 
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have feen the beginning of the intended con- 
ftruction : only the keel and fome of the prin- 
cipal ribs are put together but the timber 
neceflary for completing the work is jalmoit 
entirely colleéted on the fpot, where) it, les 
without workmen and without protection. 
It is confidently afferted that this colleGion 
of fine timber, which has not been procured 
without confiderable trouble, and efpecially 
an enormous expence, is going to be fold. ‘At 
might, one would think, be much more ad- 
vantageoully preferved for the ufe of the‘ 
United States, who appear, by this order for 
its fale, difpofed to preclude themielves. from 
even the poffibility of reverting to their for- 
mer refolution. 

The communication. between Norfolk and 
Portfmouth. is continual : itis carried’ on by 
fix row-boats belonging to a company, and 
by three {cows i which horfes\and carriages 
are conveniently ferried over. The: fare for 
each paflenger <s one-fixteenth of a dollar: 
but, on paying fix dollars, a perfon may be- 
come free of the paflage for twelve months. 
Thefe boats are managed by negroes belong- 


ing to the company. It is not an unintercit- 


ing 
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ing obfervation to remark that one of thofe 
negroes, named Semes, aged from thirty to 
five and thirty years, has learned to read and 
write by his own unaided exertions. His 
converfation announces folid good fenfe, to- 
gether with an earneft defire of inftruGtion - 
and, after having feen him, it.is not ealy to 
adopt the opinion of thofe who refufe to al. 
low the negro race any confiderable portion 
of intellect: 

All the country about Norfolk is level, 
without any elevation. The width and beanz 
tiful forms of Elizabeth-R iver-—the little town 
of Portfmouth on the oppofite fhore—the 
great number of fhipping, fome at anchor, 
fome at the wharfs, fome under repair, fome 
buildine, enliven the profpeét, and render it 
tolerably pleating : but, without thefe accef- 
faties; it would be dull and infipid. The na- 
vigation of fifteen miles, which muft be per-. 
formed in order to reach the beginning of 
the Difmal-Swamp canal, lies through a 
country equally flat, where the -houfés are 
thinly feattered, {mall and mean in appearance, 
and fituate each in the centre of a fmal] patch 
of cleared ground not exceeding two or three 

acres. 
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acres. All along Elizabeth River and the 
creeks which flow into it, are built great num- 
bers of {mall veffels, which are almoft all in- 
tended for fale at Philadelphia. 

The temperature of the air at Norfolk is 
conftantly variable, as is the cafe in many 
other parts of America. It frequently hap- 
pens that in the fame day the diverfity of 
two or three feafons is experienced. The 
eafterly and north-eafterly winds render the 
weather cold even in fummer: from every 
other point the wind 1s accompanied with 
burning heat. At Norfolk, as in almoft every 
other part of America, {pring 1s unknown. 
The heat begins to be felt at an early ‘fea- 
fon; and at the commencement of April, 
peafe, beans, thorn-buthes, and even rofe- 
trees, are in bloom. : 

In every part of America through which 
[have hitherto travelled, the obliging civilities 
I have experienced have invariably proved 
how falfe and groundiefs are thofe prejudices 
which the French and Englith fo obftinately 
entertain to the difadvantage of the Americans. 
Were I in this inftance to form my ideas 


from my own perfonal experience alone, they 
alfo 
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alfo might ‘n like manner be branded witht 


the appellation of prejudice : but I have > found 


my opinion corroborated by that of every tra+ 
veller whom I have had an opportunity of 
feeing, and who thought proper to judge for 
himielf, uninfluenced. by partiality. The 
friendly reception given to travellers in Ame~ 
rica, efpecially ‘by.thofe to whom. they come 
recommended, ‘is not confined to a dinner-— 
the ufual return for letters of introduction : 
it.ls common to meet men, even men of little 
leifure, who devote to, you as great a por- 
tion. oftheir time. as. you think proper to 
engrois—-who feek for the means of rendering 
your ftay agreeable—and this. without, com- 
pliment, with an.appearance of fincerity and 
fatisfation which faves: you from’ being em- 
barrafled by their complaifance, and makes 
you! feel.it.each.. moment. more_and more 
agreeable... As to me; who think ‘myfelf by 
no-means addicted to exatg eration, and who 
am. far from: being amadmirer_ of every thing 
I fee, insAmerica, I confefs that I feldom quit 
a place.where I. have made any ftay, without 
thinking and acknowledging myfelf bound to 
entertain.a fenfe of gratitude, of which I carry 
away 
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away with me a refolution of fooner or later 
proving the fincerity. Major William Lind- 
fey, Commiflioner of the Cuftom-houfe, is, of 
all the inhabitants of Norfolk, the individual 
with whom I have the moft particular reafon 
to be fatisfied. He is a man recommended 
by fimplicity of manners and goodnefs of 
heart, and is held in univerial efleem. | am 
perfonally indebted to him for information 
on a variety of fubje€ts ; and to his amiable 
difpofition toward me I am further indebted 
for the opportunities of acquiring fuch inform- 
ation as he could not himfelf furnitfh me 
with. 

There are three churches in Norfolk: one, 
Proteftant-epifcopalian, which, like all the 
others of that fect in Virginia, is fubje& to 
the infpection of the Bifhop of Wilhamfbur¢: 
another belongs to the Roman Catholics, and 
the’ clergyman: derives his powers from Mr. 
Carrol, Bifhop of Maryland: the third is a 
Methodift church, in which, as in all others 
of that denomination, there is an abundance of 
grimaces, howlings, and contortions. 

To-the port of Norfolk, above any other 
in the United States, came the greateit num- 
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ber of colonifts efcaped from Saint-Domingo 
at the commencement of their troubles.. The 
principal caufe of that choice was the cir- 
cumftance that the convoy which failed from 
Cape Francais after the conflagration of the 
town, put into Hampton-Road. Norfolk 
lies twenty. miles from the road : and the 
warmth of the climate, the flavery of the 


neoroes which left 1t in the power of the re- 
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fugee colonifts to employ thofe whom they 


had been able to bring off with them, and 
the. kind reception which the inhabitants 
gave to the a fated fugitives, fixed them on 
the fpot. vate fubfcriptions raifed in all 
the towns of eV; irginia, together. with further 
fums voted by the ftate -legiilature. and. by 
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generolity of the Americans. The people of 


Nortolk thowell themielves. very warm ad- 
wocates. of the. French caufe; and, among 
feveral teftimonies which. they difplayed of 
that difpolition, the following deferves to be 
quoted. The French convoy was preparing 
to quit the Chelapeak in order to proceed to 
the northerm part of America; a report. was 


circulated 
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circulated that the friends of * *.* * intended 
to fend a pilot-boat to Halifax to give intel- 
ligence of their departure to the Englith fleet ; 
and that very night all the pilot-boats were 
unrigged., 

The number of French refident at Norfolk 
has confiderably diminifhed. They have dif- 
- perfed through the other parts of America, 
where there is hardly a town that does not 
reckon fome of their number among its inha- 
bitants. 

I had great pleafure in meeting at Norfolk 
my friend Monfieur Guillemard whom I had 
left fick at Philadelphia; but we are once 
more to feparate, and to meet again at Rich- 


mond, 


HAMPTON. 


« 


A wherry, employed in tranfporting the 
mail from Norfolk to Hampton, whence it 1s 
forwarded by land to Richmond, is the ufual 
conveyance for paflengers who intend to pur- 
fue that route. In good weather, the paflage, 
which is about eighteen miles, is performed 


in two hours: we were ten hours im crofling, 
D2 for 
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for want of wind: and as the tide was low 
when we arrived at Hampton, on the {e- 
cond of June, our negro {failors’ milled. the 
narrow channel which leads to the town, and 
{o completely ftranded us on a bar-which 
choaks. up the entrance of the creek, that we 
were obliged to gain Hampton in a boat. 
This place is a fmall village, which the dif- 
cult entrance of its creek will prevent from 
ever becoming more contiderable. 

Hampton is the only place where, on pro- 
ceeding from Norfolk, a perfon can debark 
who propofes to travel by land through this 
part of Virginia. ‘The arrival of the Rich- 
mond ftage three times a week, and the re- 
fidence of a féw pilots who were induced'to 
choofe this {pot for the place of their abode 
on account of its proximity to the entrance 
of the Chefapeak, give to this petty village 
fome little fhare of activity, though indeed 
it is very little. The inn here is deteftable, 
and we could fiad in it but two {mall beds to 
accommodate five paflengers of us who ar- 
rived together. It is faid to be in contem- 
plation to erect a more convenient one: fo 
much the better for thofe who m ay come after 
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us. ‘Fortunately we were to quit this abo- 
minable lodging at two o'clock in the morn- 
ing ; and it was already eleven: hence this 
uncomfortable night was {oon pat. But there 
was not a fingle morfel of bread to be ex- 
a8 


in very. great need of fome. 


) 


ed previous to our departure ; and I ftood 
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Heretofore there was a _ cuftom-houfe 
eftablifhed at Hampton. The exportations 
amounted, in 1791, to 1,893 dollars —in 
1792, to. 4,961—1n_ 1793, to 11,789—in 


1794, to 41,947. .In- 1795, this cuftom- 


houfe was united with that of Norfolk. 


YORK-TOWN. 


The road from Hampton to York-Town 
runs. all along through woods. The patches 
of cleared land are yet rare and inconilider- 
able in. this. diftrid. One meets however 
with. fome fields of Indian corn, meadows, 
crops of rye. _ Spots of feveral acres are feen 
enclofed with fences, which are even fome- 
times well executed by means of a mound 
of earth a couple of feet in height, forming 
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a kind of wall, on which are planted ftakes 
that are afterwards interwoven with pine- 
branches. But in traverfing America the 
traveller cannot refrain from afking in his 
own mind why the people do not plant quick 
hedges, which afford a better fecurity, and 
are at the fame time an ornament to the lands. 

The foil, in the whole of this traét, ap- 
pears not bad, though by no means of the 
firft quality. The moft common trees in 
the woods are the pine, the oak, the beech, 
and the hickory. I have feen fome of con- 
fiderable height. The country is flat. “The 
ground however is thirty feet higher than 
the river at York-Town: yet the road, with 
the exception of two or three {mall rifings, 
has to the view all the inconveniences of an 
abfolutely level plain. 

York-Town is the place where terminated 
the American warwhere the French effec- 
tually aided the Americans to fhake off the 
yoke of Eneland—and where Britith pride 
was a fecond time feverely humbled. 

I have gone over the part of the country 
that had been occupied by the encampments 
and the works of the allied armies: it was quite 


familiar 
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familiar to me from the plans of it which 1 
had often examined. It is now difficult to 
difcover any veltiges of the batteries, of the 
parallels, even of the two redoubts fo bril- 
liantly carried by the American and French 
erenadiers under the command of Meifreurs 
de la Fayette and de Viomefnil. The earth 
has pteferved the traces of them no better than 
many American heads would now wiih to 
retain the remembrance. Some of the Britifh 
‘ntrenchments in front ‘of the town are more 
diftindtly recognizable. But the only really 
exifting monument of that memorable fiege 18 
General Nelfon’s houfe, the molt confiderable 
edifice in the whole town, and which, until a 
few days after the commencement of the fiege, 
was Lord Cornwallis’s head-quarters. ‘That 
ereat houfe, which 1s built of brick, and 
which at that period had been recently erected, 
is pierced in every dire€@tion with cannon=- 
fhot, and bomb-tfhells ; and the furrounding 
{pot of ground every-where difplays {trong | 
traces of their ravages. That Houfe, which 
General Nelfon negleéted to have fpeedily 
repaired after the fiege, has, tince his death, 
devolved, together with the rett of his pro- 
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perty, to his three fons ; and they not agree- 
ing as to the difpofal of the houfe, it remains 
unrepaired. ‘This confequence which is de- 
trimental to the interefts of his family, is, in 
my opinion, very advantageous to the town, 
inafmuch as.it preferves there a curious mo- 
nument of an event which proved decilive 
in favour of American independence, and 
which at any period would be honourable 
to any nation. After the furrender of York- 
Lown, the Congreis, in palling a vote of 
thanks to the American and French armies 
which had thus brought the war to a conclu- 
fion, gave orders for the erection of a monu- 
ment to perpetuate. the memory of that 
traniaction, ‘The monument is not even yet 
begun. Such negligence is inconceivable, 
fhameful, and unaccountable. ‘The prefent 
difpofition of the American gvovernment 
toward England does not admit of a {uppoli- 
tion that they have at this time any thought 
of erecting that monument. 

York-Town, where we arrived on the third 
of June, does not prefent any other objet of 
curiofity. It is a {mall and tolerably well 
built village, where the Englith, contrary to 


their 
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their ufual practice during the American war, 
deftroyed= no-houfes except fuch as impeded 
their defence. Its population confifts-of eight 
hundred perfons, of whom two thirds are 
negroes.’ It is agreeably lituated, commanding 
a fine profpect of the majeftic ftream of York- 
River, which Gloucefter-Point, that lies oppo- 
fite, narrows here to two thirds of a mile, 
but which above and below the-town is two 
miles wide. | 

York-Town carries on no trade: but the 
inhabitants fay that forty years back it wa 
the emporium of all Virginia. It fupplied 
with European commodities all the fhops and 
ftores of the moft diftant towns ; and it was 
the port where the planters, who at. that 
time fold. their tobacco direGtly to the Englith 
merchants, were accuftomed-to fhip it. Be- 
fore the commencement of the revolutionary 
war, there were {till {ix or feven fhips annually 
loaded there for England. .Since that period 
its commerce has been uniformly on the de- 
cline ;sand it has now dwindled to nothing. 
Norfolk and Baltimore export all the produce 
of. York-River, and furnith the town with 
European goods. The inhabitants are of 
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courfe deftitute of employment: fome of the 
number retail fpirituous liquors and a few 
ftuffs: others call themfelves lawyers and 
juftices of the peace. In general they have 
at fome diftance from the town {mall farms 
to which they every morning pay a vifit. 
But thefe occupations not engrofling much 
of their attention or their time, the inhabi- 
tants of York-Town, who live together on 
terms of the greateft harmony, much more 
affiduoufly employ both the one and the other 
in dining together, drinking punch, and play- 
ing at billiards. ‘To give a fomewhat higher 
zelt to this monotonous round of life, they 
often change the place of their meetings. 

On the oppofite fide of the river, in 
Gloucefter-County, are annually built a con- 
fiderable number of veffels. 

York-Town is the capital of York-County, 
which contains a population of about fix thou- 
fand inhabitants, of whom ‘above one half 
are flaves.. The town, notwithfandine the 
decay of its commerce, has a culftom-houfe, 
to which are fubject feveral little ports in 
the vicinity. The value of its exportations 
was 99,811 dollars in the year 1791—154,466 
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in 1792——34,992 in 179387,579 In 1794— 
and 3,060 in 1795. 

I dined with the greater number of thofe 
who-compofe the fociety of York-Town, at 
the houfe of Mr. Glarkfton, to whom I had 
letters of introduction. . Door Griffin, to 
whom L had alfo a letter, was abfent from 
town. He is faid to be a man of informa-~ 
tion. I found in Mr. Clarkfton and all the 
others a very obliging ‘difpofition, a great 
defire to do every thing which they could 
conceive likely to prove agreeable to me; 

1 fthort I obferved in them all the charac- 
revftics of an honeft, fimple, and frank 
hofpitality. Every individual among them 
preferves ‘att honourable temembrance of the 
French troops, on account of their exemplary 
conduc: as well during the fiege as during the 
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tween the termination of the fiege and. their 
departure for Fratice. .The name of Marécha! 
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Rochathbeau is here held in high veneration. 
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There is no regular market at York-Town: 
each perfon furnifhes himfelf with meat in 
the beft manner he can; and they afe feldom 


unfupplied with it. Beef cofts. from three to 
four 
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four pencéthe pound; mutton and veal fix 
pence ; other articles in proportion. Fifth 
is here abundant, and almoft for nothing, 
The higheft rents inthe town are from eighty 
to a hundred dollars... Flour, an article which 
it is diffcuit to procure, coits at prefent 
fifteen dollars. Although the air of this place 
be infinitely more falubrions than that of 
Norfolk, the inhabitants neverthelefs fre- 


quently experience intermittent fevers in 


autumn. 
WILLIA MSBURG. 


The inhabitants of York-Town being pre- 
eluded by the narrownefs: of their circum- 
{tances from keeping horfes, of which 
however they often ftand in need, one or 
two perfons have fome for hire in that little 
town, confifting of only about fifty houfes. 
I there had an opportunity of procuring one 
to.convey me'to. Williamfburg, where I ar- 
rived on the fourth of June. 

The road from York-Town to Williamf 
burg is in many parts agreeable: the country 
is fomewhat more hilly ; and: cultivation is 


a little 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &C. 45 


~ little more common. New fettlements are 
feen which ate tolerably well begun ; and 
the pieces of new-cleared land are in almoit 
every ‘nftance furrounded with ditches well 
made and well fodded: but the houfes uni- 
formly exhibit a mean ‘appearance, and their 
inhabitants betray ftrong fymptoms of po- 
verty. °° CA long tract of woodland is here 
alfo to be paffed, where no cultivation 1s feen ; 
but where the oak, the hickory, the’ liquid- 
ambar, the faffafras tree, grow with vigour, 
and feem to indicate a good foil. The cattle 
here, as in Carolina, are~ conftantly in the 
woods: they are poor and ill-favoured, and 
of a bad breed. They are fed in the. {table 
during afew weeks previous to their: being 
killed: —In ail this traéty land is fold at. four 
or five dollars the acre. , = 
Williamfburg is fituate in a plain five miles 
fom York-River, and: at»the fame diftance 


from James-River. Two creeks, which: 


empty themfelves into thofe great rivers, ap- 
proach within two miles of the town on each 
fide, and are there navigable. It is by means 


1 


of thefe creeks that the commodities of 


Europe arrive from Richmond, Norfolk, -and 


{ometiimnes 
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fometimes Baltimore, to furnifh the ftores' in 
e 3 4 be he +e | . tae “oO 
the town, which are in general indifferently 


} 
Before the revolution, Williamfburg was 
the capital of Virginia: but at. that period 
ne legiflature chofe Richmond for the place 
of their meeting, as being more diftant from 
the fea-coait ; and they have fince eftablithed 
themifelves there. ‘This removal has reduced 
Wilhamiburg to a village. Every perfon 
who was conne@ed with government has 
followed the legiflature to Richmond; and 
the number of inhabitants is annually de- 
crealing at Williamfburg in the fame man- 
ner as at York- Town, The prefent popu- 
lation is about twelve or thirteen hundred 
fouls, of whom above one half are negro 
flaves. 

A State-houfe, of which one part ferves for 


the fittings of the diftri@-court,” bears the’ 


name-of * the Capitol.” It is a tolerably 
handfome brick building, but is falling to ruin. 
A marble ftatue of Bsa Botetourt; one of the 
governors of Virginia under the ‘former 
fyftem, whofe- condué had entitled him to 


the refpe& and‘attachment of the Virginians, 


{tands 
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ftands in the periftyle of this Capitol: but 
it is in a disfigured flate. The lower clafs 
of the inhabitants of Williamfburg, actuated 
by revolutionary animofity, contidered as an 
a&t. of homage to liberty every infult offered 
to that monument erected by gratitude in 
honour of a former lord; and in confe- 
quence they fhamefully mutilated it. The 
infcription engraven on) the. pedeftal, ex- 
prefling the grateful fenfe of the people of 
Virginia, and which the populace did not 
deftroy, forms a ftriking contraft with the 
indignities which the ftatue has experienced, 
and honourably vindicates the memory of 

Lord Botetourt. | 
This Capitol terminates a {treet of a hundred 
and fixty feet in breadth, and three quarters 
of a mile in length, at the oppofite end of 
which ftands the college. This eftablifhment, 
founded in the reign of William and Mary, 
ftill bears their names. Its income, before 
the revolution, was from feventeen to eighteen 
thoufand dollars: at prefent it is reduced to 
three thoufand five hundred. It arofe partly 
from duties on the exportation of tobacco 
and feveral gther cqmmoadities, and. partly, 
srom 
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from land. ‘The duties fell to nothing ‘in 
confequence of the unlimited freedom of the 
export trade: the twenty thoufand. acres of 
land have alone remained : thefe are let out 
on long leafes of two or three lives, and are 
all in a ftate of cultivation. Another {mall 
duty, on the furveying of land, concurs with 
the rent arifing from thofe twenty thoufand 
acres in compoling that fcanty income of three 


thoufand five hundred’ dollars, which the le- 


cillature does not feem inclined to augment. 
Mathematics, natural and moral philofo- 
phy, natural and civil law, with the modern 
languages, “conftitute the. whole round of 
inftruction given in this college. "The pupils 
are not fent thither before the-age of fifteen, 
and generally fpend two years-in purfuing 
the different courfes of ftudy. One is aftonithed 
to learn that not one of them lives in: thofe 
vait buildings deftined for their reception, 
but that. they are -difperfed. through the dif- 
ferent, boarding-houfes in the town, at a 
diftance from all infpe@tion: Bifhop Madifon 
who is prefident. of. this. feminary, and the 
other _profeflors, who* together..with him 
definitively make-all the regulations refpect- 
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ing the internal police of the college, affert 
that it has been proved by experience, that 
good order, peace, and even the fuccefs of 
their ftudies, are more effectually promoted 
by this feparation of ‘the ftudents, than by 
their being united together within the fame 
walls, as the common effects of fuch-union 
were frequent quarrels and preconcerted mu- 
tinies. On hearing their reafonings, one 
would-be tempted to think that they have 
paid greater regard to their own eafe than to 
the’ intereft of the youth entrufted to ‘their 
care, whom ftrict watchfulnefs, good manage- 
ment, and attentions proportioned to their 
ave, would have as effeQually kept in good 
order at Williamfburg as in every other col- 
lege in the world. 

The ftudents pay fourteen dollars to ‘each 
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profeffor whofe courfe of leffons they attend: 
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their board and lodging coit them from s 


9 


~~. ® 


hundred to a hundred .and twenty dollars : 


confequently the expence to their parents 
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amounts to about a hundred and fixty ora 
hundred and feventy dollars a year. Exclus 
five of thefe emoluments, each profeflor re- 
ceives the annual fim of four hundred dol- 
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lars from the funds of the eftablifhment. 
Bifhop Madifon occupies the chair of na- 
tural and moral philofophy, and has, in ad- 
dition to his profefforial falary, two hundred 
dollars more, as prefident. 

The internal adminiftration of the college 
is entrufted to the care of the profeffors, who 
are nominated by a board of eighteen vifitors 
chofen throughout the whole ftate. ©The 
houfe—-like the generality of thofe in Wil- 
liamfburg, York- Town, and even Norfolk— 
is kept in very indifferent. condition. The 
college is not fufhciently opulent to make the 
requilite annual repairs ;-and whenever. it be- 
comes neceflary to undertake fuch as are in 
any wife’conliderable, it isa lided by the legi- 
flature. It poflefles a library tolerably well 
furnifhed-with claflical books : it confifts al- 
moit entirely of old books, except two hun- 
dred volumes of the fineft and beft French 
productions fent as a prefent by Louis XVI. 
at the termination of the- American war, but- 
which a merchant at Richmond, who was 
commuffioned to forward them to the college, 
fuffered: to lie forgotten in his cellars amid 
hogfheads of fugar and cafks of oil, until, 

when 
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when at length he did forward them, they 
were totally fpoiled. The funds of the col- 
lege do not allow any addition to their libra- 
ry, which moreover is very ill kept in point 
of order and cleanlinefs. 
he legiflature of Virginia is faid to enter 
tain the defign of founding a new college in 
4 more central part of the ftate: but it 1s 
not known whether that of ‘Williamfburg is 
to be taken as the ground-work of the ins 
tended eftablifhment, or fuffered to continue 
on its prefent footing and left to its own 
fcanty refources, while the new college fhould 
be liberally endowed. | 
There is befides at Willidmfburg an Kit 
pital for lunatics, which is’ fupported.from: 
the public treafury. It is a fine building ; 
but in it the unfortunate maniacs are rather 
abandoned to their wretched {tate than fub= 
jected to any treatment which might tend to 
their recovery. From the obfervations made 
in Virginia on maniacal complaints, the prin- 


cipal caufes affigned for them are enthutiaftic 


ie 
devotion and fpirituous liquors; and it ap- 
pears that fuch ‘as arife from the , latter of 
thefe caufes are lefs difficult of cure than 
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as 


thofe which ‘owe-their Origin to the former. 
There are only fifteen lunatics of both fexes 
in this hofpital, which.is..capable of con- 
taining thirty. 

The foil in the vicinity of Wilhamfburg 1S 
tolerably well cultivated: but here, as in 
other parts of Virginia, each proprietor pol- 
feffes fo great ar extent of land, that he cul- 
tivates but a {mall portion of it. The or- 
dinary rotation of culture here is——Indian 
corn——next wheat or other grain—then three. 


or four years in fallow, during which the 


crops of grafs furnith the cattle with good 
fuftenance. After this reft of. three or 
four years, the ground is again cultivated in 
the fame manner.” The lands thus manage 

yield from eight to twelve bufhels of wheat 
per acre, or irom twelve to fourteen of In- 
dian corn. Thofe few fpots that are ma- 
nured with dung produce double that quan- 
tity. . In the immediate environs of the towns 
the land'in general is indifferent ; it fells for 
feven or eight dollars the acre. The beft 
{pots,. efpecially thofe which are fituate near 
creeks, -Bearja higher. price, as far as twelve 
dollars; but it is worthy of remark, that 


while, 
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while; in almoft every. other part of America, 
the price of land has encreafed three and four 
fold, in thefe lower parts of Virginia it has 
veceived no augmentation during the laft 
twenty years. 

At Williamfburg a regular ma arket-is held, 
and the prices are the {fame as at York-l own. 
A. pair of oxen fit for the plough are fold for 
forty dollars. They are fmall and “indifferent. 
Sheep are in tolerable plenty ;. but they are 
of an inferior and ugly breed. “Their wool 
is valued-at about a quarter-dollar the pound. 
The difference in the demand, rather than in 
the quality, fometimes caufes.a {inall varia- 
tion in the price. ant = 

The ftate taxes are not -confiderable. I 
fhall fpeak of them more at large, when I 
have had fufficient opportunities of procuring 
more complete information on. the fubject. 
The town-rates are nothing ; there being 
either pavements, nor public buildings, nor 
bridges, to be kept in repair: the heavieft 
rate is that for the fuftenance of the poor. 
Each houfe-keeper contributes, for’ himfelt 
and for each of his negroes above the age of 
fixteen, years, half a dollar for that purpofe. 
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The fuin total of thefe contributions is diftri~ 
buted by the overfeers of the poor, under 
the infpection of the juftices of the peace, to 
{uch families as are deemed to.ftand in need 
of affiftance. ‘Thefe receive from twelve to 
thirty-fix dollars per annum, according to 
their yet remaining ability to work or their 
total incapacity for labour. 

In a country where it is eafy to procure a 
fubfiftence and to make fome referve for 
old agéin a country where. population, 
being extremely produétive, conftantly fup- 
plies each family with fome young branch 
capable of fupporting it—one can hardly feel 
inclined to beftow his approbation on-a tax 
whofe inevitable tendency is to perpetuate 
and even to create idlenefs and improvi- 
dence: and it might perhaps with reafon ‘be 
faid, that, in this pretended charity, there is 
a greater portion of vanity and indolent ine 
attention than of genuine beneficence and 
enlightened policy. It was firft introduced 
into Virginia becaufe it was eftablithed in 
England: it has maintained its eround here . 
becaufe a tax of this kind is not eafily res 
formed—becaufe it is fupported by habit— 

and 
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and becaufe,’ moreover, in a country. waer 

flavery prevails, and where the poffefficn. of 
the foil is- vefted in fo few hands, that.clafs 
of whites who do not -poflefs landed pro- 
perty are more indigent than elfewhere.— 
The negroes have no fhare.in this public 
charity. 

Mr. Andrews, mathematical profeflor in 
the college, and. Bifhop Maditon, .did .me 
the honours of the town with that obliging 
po litenefs which I have been habitually ac- 
cuftomed to experience in America. . With 
the former of thefe. gentlemen I had become 


acquainted at Norfolk ;. to the, Bifhop I had 


letters. .In. the two days. which: I {pent at 


Williamfburg, they introduced, me, to. the 
chief part of the fociety of the place, whieh 
appears very much united, and to,.conit o 

well-informed men. Bifhop Madifon is hin- 
felf a mah of confiderable knowledge in na- 
tural philofophy, chymuttry, andveven polite 
literature. His library, much leis numerous 
than. that. of the college, confifts of a more 
choice felection ‘of books, eifpecially. of thote 
relating to. the fciences..,. He annually, aug- 
ments his: collection by ,the addition of the 
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moft efteemed fcientific and new publica- 
tioris.. “To him the’ public are indebted for 
meteorological obfervations ‘very accurately 
made in different parts of Virginia, and to 
which he*has devoted much time. 

The inhabitants of Williamfburg, if we 
except the profefiors and the judges, have 
not muck more opulence or employment 
than thofe of York-Town: they have °as 
frequent meetings as the others: but it ap- 


pears that’ they live lefs ** freely,’ as the 





country ‘phrafe expreffes it—that is to fay, 
they drink lefs wine and {pirits. 

All the remarks I have hitherto heard on 
the fubjeét of ‘politics in Virginia are» in 
direct oppofition to the idea that had been 
given me on that head in the northern ftates, 
The general opinion, itis ‘true, is evidently 
again{t the treaty:: people would have with- 
ed that it had never taken place, or at leaft 
that: it had been made on better terms—that 
the prefident’s inftruétions: had: been more 
faithfully followed—that he, yielding to what 
appears to have been his -firft impulfe, had 
fent it back: to England without communi- 
cating it to the fenate: nor is it thought 

here 
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here that a war would have been-'the con- 
fequence of fuch a ftep-~ But, from the 
then exifting ftate of the: bufinefs, it-would 
have been matter. of confiderable- regret) to 
them that the opinion of the oppofition-party 
in the late congrefs had prevailed re{pecting 
the non-appropriation of the funds neccfiary 
for carrying it into-execution ; and they 
feem fatisfied that the long debates,> which 
leave no doubt of the difapprobation with 
which the treaty was received, have termi- 
fated in the manner that they did. 

As 1 advance farther mto the country, I 
fhall become better acquainted with the 
general opinion. I have great pleafure ai 
obferving that the French-army ishere re- 
membered ‘with veneration ; it partly re- 
mained here for feveralmonths ;-and-each 
individual recollects with intereft and gra- 
titude the particular officer with whom he 
was acquainted. Above all. the ‘others, 
monfieut de Rochambeau and the baron de 
Viometfnit have left an-honourable’ remem- 
brance of themfelves iti the minds of the in 
habitants : and whenever’ the converfation 
perfonally turns on the individuals of that 

army— 
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army — whether generals, commanders of 
corps, or aides-de-camp—it appears that the 
judgement which has been formed of them 
here was dictated by great benevolence, fa- 


gacity, and juftice. 
JOURNEY TO RICHMOND. 


Of all the inconveniences attending the 
public carriages in America—and the num- 
ber of thofe inconveniences is great—one of 
the moft mortifying is that they almoft in- 
variably run over the very worift parts of the 
country through which they travel. The 
roads are. generally, and with good reafon, 
laid out in the drieft foils, confequently in 
the {pots which are the leaft adapted for 
cultivation. In the fpace of fixty miles 
which I yeifterday travelled from Williamf- 
burg to Richmond, I did not fee twenty 
houfes; and fuch as I faw were mean and 
wretched. A few fields of Indian corn oc- 
cafionally met my fight, and fome new- 
cleared grounds of confiderable extent, but 
not a fingle field that was tolerably well 
cultivated; whereas I am affured, that, 

within 
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within four miles on each fide of the road, 
the lands are good and the plantations nu- 
‘merous. A few hills, however, occur on the 
way: and when a traveller's eye has, like 
mine, been near three months fatigued by 
that unvarying uniformity of flat fands and 
ftagnant marfhes, a hill proves a fource of 
enjoyment: he excufes its aridity in confide- 
ration of its being a hill: and when, with 
the diverfity “and “animation which this 
change in the face of the country gives to 
the profpect, he combines the idea that he 
has now reached the boundaries of that 
mephitic ftagnation’ which engenders and 
propagates all {pecies of maladies with fuch 
fatal rapidity, his enjoyments are not con- 
fined to the eye alone. 

Crowded in the ftage by ten paflengers 
and their baggage, we did not arrive’ ‘at 
Richmond before eleven o'clock at night, 
though we had fet out from Williamiburg 
at. eight in the morning; the rain, which 
has been abundant during the laft two days, 
having rendered the roads very bad. 


TOWN 
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TOWN OF RICHMOND. 


The pofition of Richmond 1s truly. agree- 
able. . The lower. town, -which is fituate 
along the bank. of -James-River, lies be- 
tween; that river. and a tolerably high hill: 
but the greater part of the houfes—thofe 
indeed of almoft every perfon who is not 
encaged. in trade-——are built on the hill, 
which commands.a. profpe&t of the river, 
and whence the view’embraces at once the 
iflands formed by its waters, the extenfive 
valley through which it-flows, and the nu- 
merous falls:by which its ftream is. broken. 
On the oppofite - fide -of the river, the coun- 
try rifes ina gentle acclivity ; and the little 
but. well-built town of Manchefter,. envi- 
roned by cultivated. fields which are orna- 
ménted: by an. infinite number of trees and 
dotted. with ({eattered. houfes, embellithes 
the. fweet;. variegated, agreeable, and ros 
mantic: per{péctive. — - 

Lhe Capitol. is:ere&ted on a point of this 
hill which commands the town. This edi- 
fice, which is extremely vaft, is conftruéted 

on 
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gn the’ plan of the “ Maifon Quarrce” at 
Nifmes, but on a much more ‘extenfive 
{cale. The attics of the Maifon Quarree 
have undergone an alteration in the Capv- 
tol, to fuit them for the convenience of 
the public. offices of every deriomination, 
which, thus perfectly fecure againft all ac- 
cidents from fire, lie within reach of the 
tribunals, the executive council, the ‘go- 
vernor, the general affembly, who,all fit in 
the Capitol, and draw to it a great afflux 
of people. . “Fhis building, which is entirely 
of brick, is not yet coated with platter: the 
columns, the pilafters, are deftitute of bafes 
and capitals:but the ‘interior and exterior 
cornices are finifhed, and ate well executed. 
The reft will be completed with more or 
lefs fpeed: but, even. in its prefent. un-— 
finifhed ftate, this building is, beyond com- 
parifon, the fineit, the moft noble, and the 
greateft, in all “America: .. The “internal 
dift-ibution ofits) parts’ is extremely’ well 
adapted to the purpofes for which «it is:de- 
fined. It-was Mr. Jefferfon who, during 
bis embafly. in. France, fent the model of 
it. Already it is faid to have coft a hundred 

and 











62 TRAVELS THROUGH 


nd 


and feventy thoufand dollars ; and fifteen 
thoufand more are the eftirmated fum' re- 
quifite for completing it and remedying 
fome defeéts which have been obferved in 
the conftruction. 

In the great central veftibule, which is 
lighted by a kind of dome contained ‘in the 
thicknefs of the roof, has lately been placed 
a ftatue of George Wathington, voted, ten 
years fince, by the general affembly of Vir- 
ginia. In addition to the fentiments of era- 
titude which they ‘felt in common with the 
re{t of America, that body entertained more- 
over a particular affection for him, together 
with the pride‘of having him for their coun- 
tryman. “Since that period ‘the prefident 
has acquired new claims to the general ap- 
probation and efteem. If hé’ be chargeable 
with’ fome’ errors “in adminiftration, as: } 
think he is, néverthelefs his devotion to the 
public® weal’ “and ‘the purity of his inten- 
tions cannot ‘even be fufpected yet it is 
doubtful whether at the prefent moment the 
affembly of Virginia would be inclined to 
vote aa fuch amhonour © at leat it is cer- 
tain’ that the fanie indhimity would not 

| prevail 
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prevail on the occafion.. This ftatue was 
executed by Houdon, one of the firft {culp- 
tors in France. He undertook a voyage to 
America five or fix years fince for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of making a buft of the pre- 
fident from the life. Although the ftatue 
be beautiful, and difplay even a. noblenefs 
in the compofition and a likenefs in the fea- 
tures, it does not bear the marks of Hou- 
don’s talent: one cannot trace in it the hand 
of him who produced the celeftial Diana 
which conftitutes the chief part of that ar- 
tift’s reputation. 

Near this ftatue of the prefident ftands a 
marble buft of monfieur de la Fayette, voted 
at the {ame time by the aflembly of Virginia, 
and alfo carved by Houdon, but with greater 
difplay of ability. 

The population of Richmond amounts to 
fix thoufand perfons, of whom. about one 
third are negroes. This.town has pro- 
digioufly increafed during the years which 
have elapfed fince the legiflature chofe it for 
the place of their. fittings ; but, within the 
laft two or three years it has remained 
ftationary. . A few. years back, a conflagra- 
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tion confumed almoft all the lower, part of 
the town. This accident indyced the in- 
habitants to rebuild in- brick not only ithe 
houfes confumed, which had been of- wood, 
but alfo feveral others: which the owners’ 
fears wifhed to preferve from the fame ca- 
Jamity. At prefent there are. few wooden 
houfes at Richmond. 

The trade of thts town confifts in the 
purchafe of the country. productions, the 
number of which is confined to wheat, In- 
dian corn, and tobacco—and in-felling at 
fecond hand the articles of domeftic con- 
fumption, which are generally procured from 
England... ‘The number of merchants who 
carry on a-direct commerce with Europe is 
inconfiderable: they keep their {hips at Nor- 
folk ; the river not being navigable for thofe 
of large fize higher up than City-Point, at 
the diftance, by water, of fixty-fix miles be« 
low Richmond. They therefore fend the 
produce of the country in fmaller veffels to 
Norfolk, where they eafily find opportunities 
of completing their cargo, “if needful. The 

_ generahty of thefe merchants are only the 
agents or partners of Englith houfes: the 
others 
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ethers Hardly carry om any.other than the 
commiffion trade, which may be confidered 
as the real bufinefs of the place. 

It is. from, the merchants. of Richmond 
or .Peterfburg that thofe. of Norfolk moft 
commonly purchafe the grain, flour, and to- 
bacco, which. the latter export, and which 
the former have purchafed at firft hand. 
The country produce is paid for by the mer- 
chants in ready money or at, fhort credit ; 
they even frequently obtain it on. cheaper 
terms by furnifhing the planters with an ad~ 
vance of money on their crop, The Rich- 
mond merchants fupply all the {tores through 
an éxtenfive tract of back country. As they 
have a very long credit from. England, they 
can allow a fimilar indulgence of fix,’ nine, 
or twelve months to the fhopkeepers whom 
they fupply, and from whom they always 
derive a confiderable proft, which is. ftill 
further increafed when they exadl’ payment 
in country produce. | 

Almoft all the merchants of Richmond 
have fhops for the retail-trade. They all 
deal in bills of exchange on Europe ; a trade 
Vor. Wl. F which 











66 TRAVELS THROUGH © 


which often proves extremely profitable te 
them. 

There are few opulent merchants at Richs 
mond; ftill fewer in eafy circumftances ; 
and it is no difficult matter to find good 
notes at-four atid five per cent per mouth. 
But people have not’here, as in the principal 
towns of America; the refource of putting - 
thefé notes iftto the bank : accordingly this 
kind of traffic is here much more lucrative. 
The legal intereft of money,’ which is only 
five per cent per annum, together with the 
fearcity of {pecie and the general want of 
tonfidence, render it difficult to obtain 
money on loan. 


RICHMOND CANAL. 


The falls of James-River, ‘which obs 
ftructed its navigation from the diftance of 
feven miles above Richmond, heretofore im= 
pofed a neceffity of employing land-carriage 
for that fpace. At prefent a canal, running 
parallel with the courfe of the river for 
thofe feven miles, connects the communica- 
tion by water, and opens a navigation which 


extends 
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extends without interruption: two hundred 
miles above Richmond. ‘This -canal, al- 
ready nearly finifhed, will be entirely com- 
pleted during the prefent year, excepting 
the bafin, which the directors propofe to 
form at the entrance of the town, and of a 
much greater fize than feems neceflary for 
the trade of Richmond on any reafonable 
{uppofition of its future encreafe.. The locks 
at the opening of the canal are erected : they 
are fimple, and the gates are eafily managed 
by one or two men, but might be rendered 
{till more eafy in their movement. Thefe, 
being three in clofe fucceffion, raife the boats 
to an elevation of feventeen feet. Others 
will be required, if it be intended to carry 
the canal as far as Rocket, a mile below 
the town, beyond which point veffels of 
forty tons cannot come up on the Richmond 
fide : on the other fide veflels even of greater 
burden can come up almoft oppofite to the 
town. ‘The extenfion of the canal to Rocket 
has for its object to facilitate the dire& tranf- 
portation of the back-country produce to 
City-Point, and fo on to Norfolk. By this 
mean, thofe commodities, which otherwife 
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would find no market except at Richmond, 
might reach Norfolk, and, by exciting a 
competition between the merchants of both 
towns, might probably caufe an enc creafe of 
profit tothe planters. But the expence of 
thefe additional locks would be: very con- 
fderable. The fund of two hundred and 
forty thoufand dollars, raifed by a fubfcrip- 
tion of feven hundred fhares, is already ex- 

aufted : and a Joan of twenty-one thoufand 
altars: made by the truftees of. the canal 
under. the authority of the flate, and fecured 
by a mortgage of the tolls that have already 
begun to be received on the part: which 1s 
finifhed, has been. proved {carcely fufficient 
to complete the execution of the: original 
plan. It appears that the great expence 
which would attend the addition: furnifhes 
the holders of the canal fhares witha pre- 
text for oppofing it, and that the Richmond 
merchants ufe that as a cloke to cover their 
with to remain the fole purchafers of the pro- 
duce of the backcountry, which is the real 
motive of their oppofition to the further ex- 
tenfion of the canal. 


INSPECTION 
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INSPECTION OF MERCHANDIZE. 


The culture of tobacco is not carried on 
in the vicinity of Richmond, at leaft not on 
an extenfive fcale. There are neverthelefs 
threes‘houfes of infpection in this town: 
fimilar eftablifhments are: to be found in 
every diftrict of Virginia where’ tobacco is 
cultivated, and in all the commercial towns. 
Thefe infpetions, whofe object:is to enfure 
to foreign purchafers the quality: of \ the 
commodity for which they contract, are or- 
dered by the ftate. for tobacco, flour, and 
other articles. They are eftablifhed:in like 
manner imall the {tates which produce thefe 
articles. But the infpe¢tion of the tobacco 
in Virginia, and efpecially'on James-River, 
is e{teemed to be conduéted with a degree 
of exacinefs and feverity which: contributes 
as muchas the real fuperiority of the ‘article 
itfelf' to keep up its price an the market. 
Every tobacco-planter who intends his crop 
for exportation packs it up in hogfheads, 
and thus fends it to one of the houfes. of.in- 
{fpection. There the tobacco is taken from 
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its cafe, which is opened for the purpofe ; it 
is examined in every direction and in eyery 


eee hee 


iornogeneity, its purity ; if is rejected-as uns 
fit for exportation if any defect 1s perceived 
in its or, if no objection appear, it 1s. pros 
nounced ta be exportable. It is them re« 
packed in its hogfhead; which is branded 
with a hot iron, marking the place of in- 
fpection and the quality of the. contents; 
after which, it is lodged in the ftorehoufes 
of the infpection, there fo await the difpofal 
of the planter, who receives-a certificate of 
the particulars, ferving at the fame time as 
an.acknowledgement of the depofit, It is 
by felling this ** tobacco-note’”’ to the mer- 
chant that the planter fells his tobacco, 
The. purchafer,; on viewing the note,. is as 
well acquainted with: the article as if. he 
had himifelf infpected it; and he has only to 
fend the note and transfer to the ftore where 
the tobacco Jies,-and it is immediately’ de- 
livered out to his order. ‘The. tobacco is 
often fent by the planter himfelf to the 
warehoufeés. of a different infpection from 
that where he has it infpected, either becaufe 


. he 


part, in order to afcertain its quality, its” 
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he thinks them more convenient fo the. 
market, or for other private reafons. This 
happens at the warehoufes of the Richmond 
infpeétion, which annually receive numbers 
of hogtheads that have been infpected elfe- 
where. 3 
The infpeftors—for there are‘two' in each 
infpection—receive as infpeGtion-fee a dol- 
lar and half per hogfhead: from the fums 
hence arifing they receive their falaries, 
which vary from a hundred to two hundred 
and fifty dollars per annum, according ‘to 
the importance of the office where they are 
employed. “The refidue of the infpection- 
fees conttitutes'a part of the revenues of the 
ftate. WOH : i 
Every other {pecies of produce deftined 
for exportation ‘is alfo fubject to infpection;s 
as flour, hemp, tar; but thefe articles do not 
feem to undergo the fame fevere: fcrutiny 
a6 the tobacco. For, at Philadelphia, for 
inftance, the Virgima flour, notwithfttanding 
its being branded with the mark of “ fu- 
perfine,” 1s fubjef&ted to a new infpection. 
The merchants of Virginia attribute this res 
infpeétion to commercial jealoufy on the part 
F 4 of 
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of Philadelphia ; but there exifts in reality 
fo prodigious a difference between the flour 
hitherto manufactured at Richmond, and 
that from the mills of Pennfylvania and 
Delaware, that. the .former is conftantly 
taken in the courfe of trade at half a dollar, 
and fometimes even at a dollar and half, 
lower than the latter. 


MILLS. 


I have feen one of the two mills at Rich-. 
mond : it ftands below the falls of the river, 
receives a great power of: water, and turns 
fix pair of ftones. It is a fine mill, and unites 
the advantages of all: the new inventions ¢ 
but it is il conftru@ed; the cogs of the 
wheels are clumfily executed: it is moreover 
not ifufficiently roomy. It neverthelefs cofts 
a-yearly rent of near fix thoufand dollars 
to Monfieur Chevalier, a Frenchman from 
Rochefort, heretofore dire€tor of the F rench: 
paquets to America, and now fettled in Vir- 
ginia, This. mill, is generally employed in 
private manufa@ure, and feldom works for 
the:public 5: when the latter is the cafe, the 

terms 
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terms for grinding are five bufhels for each 
barrel of flour: | Monficur Chevalier and his 
partners are in the conftant habit of {pecu- 
lating on the moment when they fhall-fend 
their flour to market. Their fpeculations 
have hitherto: proved very advantageous to 
them: but they have reafon to apprehend a 
material lof{s from a late fpeculation which 
determined them two months fince to refufe 
the offer of thirteen dollars per barrel, in 
hopes of obtaining a ftill better price. At 
the prefent moment they could not find a 
purchafer at above ten dollars, 


MANNERS AND LAWS. 


Society here difplays the characteriftics of 
fimplicity «and. honefty :neverthelefs it 1s 
not linked-in the bond of unity. The men 
who belong to oppofite parties feldom vaiit 
each other: but, when they happen to meet, 
they treat each other with all the politeneds 
and civility of well-bred people. 

The party oppofed to government—that 
is to fay, the party withing for a change an 
the exifting conftitution, a reftri¢tion in the 

executive 
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executive power—has here many zealous 
adherents. This party would prefer to their 
own the new French conftitution, fuch as 
it is: and, from the’ permanency of that cons 
ftitution in France, they derive encourage- 
ment to effe& a change in the conttitution of 
the United States. | 

The party in the Englith intereft confider 
the fupport of the Englith conftitution, even 
with all its exifting abufes, as the mean of 
overthrowing the prefent conttitution of 
France, and fubitituting in its ftead a mo- . 
narchy ; and alfo as a circumftance calcu- 
fated to gratify the defire which they evi- 
dently manifeitt of conferring a great ad- 
ditional ftrength on the executive power of 
the United States—as well as the defire, ‘not 
lefs real though leds openly avowed, of feeing 
a hereditary monarchy eftablithed in this 
country. 

Between thefe two extremes there is an 
intermediate clafs whofe fentiments are 
marked with moderation. There are alfo 
fome extravagant enthufiafts who blindly 
embrace the French or the Englith party 
without any wilterior political confideration, 


and 
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and-merely through intereft or paftion. The 
commercial body, for initance, at Richmond, 
as almoft every-where elfe, are exclufively 
attached to England, becaufe it is with her 
they have all their dealings, and have no 
profpect of ‘credit’ or profit, except by her 
means; and at Richmond, as in nearly all 
the trading towns, the commercial body en- 
joys a certain degree of fuperiority. . During 
the late difcuffon of the treaty in Congrets, 
the majority of this.town informed their 
reprefentatives in.the, national legiflature 
that they withed them to vote for its ratifi- 
cation. I have feen all forts of company; 
and in none have | heard the prefident men~ 
tioned otherwife than.in terms. of refpect. 
Mr. Edmond Randolph, heretofore fecre~ 
tary of ftate to the Union, and become fo 
famous in confequence of Monfieur Fauchet's 
letter, follows here the profeflion of a lawyer, 
to which he had devoted all that part of his 
life that was not employed in public affairs. 
He has great practice, and ftands im that 
re{peét nearly on a par with Mr. J. Mar- . 
{hall, the moft efteemed and celebrated 
counfellor in this town. 
The 
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The profeffion of a lawyer'is here, as in 
every other part of America, one of the moft 
profitable. But, though the employmént be 
here more conftant than in Carolina, the 
practitioner's emoluments are very far from 
being equally confiderable. Mr.’ Marfhall 
does not from his practice derive above ‘four 
or five thoufand dollars per annum, and not 
even that fum every year. In Virginia the 
lawyers ufually take care to infift on’ pay- 
ment before they proceéd in a fuit: and this 
cuftom is juftified by the general difpofition 
of the inhabitants to pay as little and as {el- 
dom as poffible’ I have heard phyficians 
declare that they do not annually ‘receive 
one-third of what is due to them for their 
attendance; that they have fomé- of- thefe 
debts of five and twenty years’ ftandiie ; 
that their claims are frequently denied; and 
that, in order to recover payment, they are 
obliged to fend writs, carry on law-{uits, &c, 
&c. &c. 

The derangement of affairs ‘occafioned by 
expences exceeding the ‘bounds’ of income, 
and efpecially by gaming—and, above all, 
the want of delicacy refulting from that de- 

3 rangement 
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rangement and from the habit of thinking 
lightly of debts—are the caufes of this im- 
moral order of things ; and it is in fome de- 
gtee encouraged by the laws of the. ftate, 
which do not allow the feizure of lands or 
other immovable property for the payment 
of debts. This law, which the. Virginians 
fay. they originally derived from England, 
has been preferved by them in all the, re- 
forms which they} have made in their legal 
code, and has been preferved by them alone. 
Slaves and movable property are. feizable< 
but whoever is acquainted with the manners 
of the country may readily conceive how 
creat the facility of making a feigned fale of 
them: and then, by holding them as hired, 
they are placed beyond the reach of feizure, 

Gaming is the ruling paffion of the Vir- 
ginians :. at pharo, dice, billiards, at every 
imaginable game of hazard, they: lofe con- 
fiderable fums. Gaming-tables are publicly 
kept in almoft every town, and particularly 


at Richmond. Yet a law of. the. ftate,. 


enacted no longer ago than in December 
1792, exprefsly prohibits all games of ha- 
zard, all wagers at horfe-races or cock-fights, 
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of which the Virginians are paffionately fond 
—forbids the lofing of more than twenty 
dollars at cards within four and twenty hours 
—places all the holders of banks onthe 
footing of vagabonds—orders the juftices of 
the peace, on the flighteft information, to 
enter the places where they are held, to 
break the tables, feize the money, &c. &c. 
Neverthelef{s, to the prefent hour, the oreater 
number of thofe who enacted that law—of 
the prefent legiflators, the juftices of the 
peace, and the other magiftrates—are affi- 
duous in their attendance at thofe feats of 
gambling. The bank-holders are every- 
where received and acknowledged as cen-= 


> 


tlemen ;” and their profeffion is envied, as 
being a very lucrative one. The part of 
this law which is faid to be the moft punc- 
tually executed is that which cancels the 
debts contracted at the gaming-table, and 
prohibits the payment of them. 

It is not uncommon to witnefs {Cenes of 
bloodfhed at thefe gaming-houfes. Since 
my arrival here, a young man, of a family 
of confequence in Virginia, fancying, in his 
impatient heat at a bilhard-party, that he 

had . 
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had reafon to be diffatished with the be- 
haviour of a marker whom he thought de- 
ficient in due refpeét to him,—after dif- 
charging a volley of abufe on the man who 
with much difficulty bore it—thruft him 
through the body with a kind of cutlafs 
which he wore by his fide. © “‘I“he marker did 
not die in confequence of the wound: but, 
even if he had, the young man would have 
equally efcaped profecution. ‘The latter has 
quitted the town for a few days, and will 
{hortly reappear, and refume his ufual pur- 
fuits, as if he had been abfent only on ac- 
count of ill health; although nobody denies 
the commiffion of that public a@, or attempts 
to palliate it. | 

The law againft inoculation is more rigidly 
enforced. It prohibits every perfon from 
having himfelf or any of his family inocu- 
lated without permiffion obtained from all 


the juftices of the county, who, on his peti- 


tion, are to affemble, and enquire into the 
motives of his requett, its neceflity, its pro- 
priety. If they acquiefce, their permifiion, 
which is to be given in writing, is ftill of no 
avail: that of all the neighbours for two miles 

round 
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round is moreover required ; and the refufal 
of a fingle one prevents the inoculation. 
Any phyfician who fhould prefume to inocu« 
late without thefe precautions, would be 
punifhed by a fine of ten thoufand dollars. 
Whoever is. accidentally attacked by the 
{mall-pox is carried to a lonely houfe in the 
middle of the woods, and there he receives 
medical affiftance. If the village, the town, 
the diftrict, to which he belongs, catch the 
infeclion, thefe places are cut off from all 
communication with the reft of the country, 
and are permitted to have recourfe to inocu- | 
Jation: otherwife it is never allowed ; for it 
is eafy to perceive that the faculty of obtain- 
ing permifiion for the purpofe by the unani- 
mous vote of the magiftrates of the county 
and the general confent of the neighbours, 
ima country where prejudices receive fuch 
additional ftrength from the law, is a mere 
ulufion. 

People are often heard to murmur againit 
this abfurd law : yet it is punctually obeyed: 
and nobody can allege as a pretext for this 
prejudice, that the Virginians are afraid of 
“tempting God,’ as was the cant of our 
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priefts in France, who, in this inftance as 
in many others, have done all the mifchief 
in their power. Thofe who are afked a 
reafon for fuch a regulation adduce the fear 
of propagating a dangerous difeafe with 
which they affert that Virginia has never 
been otherwife than partially and accident- 
ally infeéted. They repeat the affertions 
which in Europe had long proved a bar to 
the extenfion of that admirable difcovery. 
They fay that the practice of inoculation, 
by rendering the difeafe more common, in- 
creafes the number of its victims far beyond 
what nature intended; that inoculation is 
itfelf full of dangers; that the ‘attendant 
expences, which are confiderable, do not 
lie within the ability of the poor (for, in 
Virginia, as elfewhere, fome popw/ar reaton 
muft be given), &c. &c. &c. One is 
aftonifhed to hear from the mouths of en- 
lightened men thefe arguments which the 
old women of Europe have long ceafed to 
repeat. Population does not fuffer a greater 
decreafe in Pennfylvania or the other Ame- 
rican {tates where inoculation iS permitted, 
than in Virginia where it is prohibited : on 
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the contrary, it daily increafes. This entire 
ifolation of the place where the fmall- - pox 
breaks out, fuch as the laws of Virginia pre- 
{cribe, cannot be carried into effect with all 
the conditions neceflary to render it falutary, 
May not the infection be conveyed by the 
phyficians, whom, the law does not fubjedt 
to quarantine? And might not the neceflary 
expences of inoculation, which are known 
to be fo moderate, be confined by the pro- 
vident attention of government to a fum 
which no family fhould. feel burdenfome? 
To all thefe palpable truths no folid anfwer 
is given: yet the advocates of inoculation 
are far from having any hope of being able 
to effeét an ireratons in the law. 

I have heard alleged, as the real mottve 
for the regulation, the fear entertained by 
the planters of being obliged to inoculate 
their negroes, if the praétice of inoculation 
fhould become fo general ag to render that 
precaution neceflary to preferve them from 
the danger of its epidemic ravages. It is 
dificult to credit fuch a reafon, when the 
expence is fo trifling, when the proces is fo 
¢aly, and when befides they are in the habit 


of 
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of not paying their phyficians. The mott 
probable caufes are heedleffnefs, want of re- 
flection, arid cuftom. Yet the firft right of 
man, that of preferving his own life, is pro- 
hibited by this Gothic legiflation. Political 
fyftems too often refémble {yftems of reli- 
gion: each man, according to his private 
intereft, frames one for himfelf, which is 
eompofed of the groffeft abfurdities and the 
moft glaring contradictions ; and his con- 
{cience becomes gradually pos ahaa and 
reconciled to it. ai = — 
The civil laws of Virginia have ftruck me 
as wifely ordained. ‘That which relates to 
perfons dying inteftate, divides the property 
equally among the children—affigns to the 
mother one third of the whole—and conduéts 
with great forefight and juftice the divifion 
of the fortune of the deceafed in default 
of children, wife, father, mother, brother, 
fifter, &c. But the freedom of teftamentary 
devife is allowed to fubfift in unbourided lati- 
tude; and the manners of the country almoft 
univerfally incline the teftators ratHer to fol- 
low the ancient cuftoms, than to regard the 
intentions of the more recent law : the con- 
G 2 , fequence 
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fequence of which.is that the eldeft fon in=- 
herits almoft the whole property, and the 
males are proyided. with fortunes. at.the ex- 
pence of the females. if 

The flave-laws are much milder here than 
in any of the other countries through which 
I have hitherto travelled. Juftice,. I grant, 
is not the fame. for the matter -as for the 
flave, for the white. man and the black. 
Legiflation is always partial in this inftance ; 
but that partiality is a cruel and almoft-un- 
avoidable confequence of the admiflion-of 
flavery ;.and this truth ought alone. to be 
fufficient to occafion its abolition among an 
enlightened-people who retain any idea of 
morality. “The Virginians have gone farther 
in reforming the barbarity of the ancient 
Jaws refpecting flavery, than any other. people 
of the United States—perhaps than any other 
nation upon earth where flavery prevails in 
full force, 

In 1772 the legiflature of Virginia peti- 
tioned the king of England to authorize the 
governor to give his fanétion to a law pro- 
bibiting all further importation of negroes 
into the province: and his. réfufal to grant 


their 
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their requeft is one. of the grievances.on 
which the moft bitter complaints are made 
again{t his Britifh majefty in the preamble 
to the new conftitution framed in 1776. 
Accordingly an act forbidding all future 
importation of negroes into the ftate was 
one of the firft laws pafled by the legifla- 
ture after the adoption of the new conttitu- 
tion. 

A negro who raifes his hand againft a 
white man is acquitted if it be proved that 
he has done it in felf-defence; otherwife 
he receives thirty lafhes. The flave is 
judged by five juftices of the peace, whofe 
unanimous voice is requifite to pafs feutence 
of death. Slaves are called upon to give 
evidence on the trials of other flaves in cri- 
minal caufes ; but they are cautioned by the 
judges, that, if their teitimony be proved falfe, 
their ears will be cut off. No man who 
is in the flighteft degree interefted either for 
or againft a negro is allowed to fit in judge- 
ment on or give evidence againft him. If 
juftice difpofes of the perfon of a negro, the 
owner is paid the full value of his flave; a 
regulatign which renders the matters lefs in- 
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clined to fcreen their flaves from the feverity 
of the laws. | 

The courts of juftice in Virginia are in- 
numerable. ‘The cofts of law are not con- 
fiderable: and in confequence litigation is 
frequent. Suits for the recovery of debts oc. 
cupy above one half of the time allotted for 
the feffions. ‘Fhe beft proved debt cannot 
be recovered within a fhorter period than 
eighteen months: and it often happens that 
ie years are not fufficient to put the cre- 
ditor in potleffion of his right. The natural 
averfion to the payment of debts finds in 
chicanery a thoufand means of gratifying 


itfelf: and on that head, here as well as in 


every other country, the manners of the 
people aid and {ftrengthen the refources of 
chicanery. 

Difputes refpeéting the title to lands are 
alfo one of the moft frequent caufes of law- 
{uits. | 

‘The criminal code is nearly the fame here 
as in the other ftates which have not followed 
the laudable example of Pennfylvania : it is 
even fomewhat milder. It is with pain, 
however, that one obferves that the foreigner 
| who 
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who indents himfelf as a fervant is liable 
to the punifhment of the whip for various 
offences, even thofe which only concern his 
Safter’s fervice. The other punifhments 
are, as elfewhere, hanging, whipping, burn- 
ing in the hand, &c. * 

The ftate of Virginia has no public debt, 
except a hundred thoufand dollars in which 
fhe was found debtor to the Union on the 
fettlement of the accounts of the ftates with 
the general government—and a claim of 
between three and four millions of livres, 
made, on the part of France, by Monfieur de 
Beaumarchais, for arms and military ftores 
of every kind, furnifhed to her during the 
wat. The people here have the juftice to 
allow the goodnefs of thofe fupplies, and the 
abiolute necefity of them at the time when 


* Since the writing of this journal, the legiflature of 
Virginia, on the 22d of December 1796, paffed a law, 
that now lies before me, by which the punifhment of 
death is folely confined to cafes of premeditated murder. 
All other crimes, even that of high treafon, are punifhable 
only by confinement for a fhorter or a longer term. 
At length the Pennfylvania fyftem, refpecting the penal 
code and the management of prifons, is now eftablifhed 
in Virginia. 
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they were fent: they even acknowledge the 
greater part of the debt; neverthelefs they 
do not feem difpofed to give any formal deed 
of acknowledgement; the ftate being as little 
inclined to the payment of debts as the ins 
dividuals who compofe. it. 

The ftate even poffeffes a capital which is 
eftimated at above fixty thoufand dollars. 
But this capital, which is daily encreafing, 
arifes from a fource that mutt fooner or later 
be productive of difturbance : it is the grants 
of land. Purfuant to an exifting law, the 
{tate difpofes of vacant lands at the rate of 
two cents per acre, or twenty dollars for a 
thoufand acres ; which is the ufual proportion 
of thofe grants. ‘To obtain fuch grants, it 
is fufficient. to declare that the lands for 
which application is made, and of which 
the boundaries are defcribed in the petition, 
have no owner: whereupon the ftate—that 
is to fay, the land-office, which in this 
inftance reprefents the ftate—grants a wars 
rant, or an order for a furvey. The crantee 
has: his grant-furveyed by the ftate {urveyor : 
it is regiftered; anda very moderate annual 
tax which he pays: for his land, -fecures te 

him 
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him the poffeffion of it. But it frequently 
happens that fucceffive applications are made 
by feveral perfons for the fame land—not ~ 
precifely for the fame tract bounded by the 
fame limits—but for a tract, which, having 
different boundaries, includes a greater or 
icffer part of that already granted ; of which 
the remainder is included in another fimilar 
application. Thefe again fall under others 
of the fame kind in endlefs fucceflion; fo 
that the fame identical acres are often 
claimed by five or fix grantees, or even 
more. 

The ftate does not warrant to the grantee 
that the lands have not already been granted ; 
‘it is his bufinefs to acquire fuch information 
as thall fecure to him the future pofleffion of 
the property. But, inan uninhabited country, 
with afingle office, where lands belonging 
to the ftate at large (without any fubdivifions 
into townfhips or counties) are granted, it is 
impoffible to acquire the neceflary informa- 
tion; and men of the moft upright inten- 
tions are often deceived on the occafion. 

The fpeculators find their account in this 


obf{curity: and in this kind of {peculation, 
which 
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which is very prevalent in Virginia, the in- 
habitants of Pennfylvania and the other 
northern ftates take a deep fhare. ‘The ftate 
\alfo derives a profit from thefe double or 
triple fales, by the money thence accruing. 
But, befides that it is the duty of a govern- 
ment to preferve the governed from im- 
pofition, and ftill more to abftain from ail 
participation in the fraud—it is eafy to forefee 
that a time will come when the grantees of 
thofe lands, mortified at feeing themfelves 
thus duped, and incenfed by a refufal on the 
part of government to refund their money, 
will carry into that country a new germ of 
difcontent, and confequently of difturbance. 

This ftate of affairs is generally known 
at prefent : and accordingly Virginian landg 
are fallen into difcredit. The quantity is 
awmmenfe: the courfe of annual migration 
tends rather to diminith than increafe the 
population of Virginia: thus the period 
when the uncultivated lands, of which there 
are very extenfive tras, fhall come to be. 
inhabited, is much farther diftant there than 
in any other ftate of the Union. Meanwhile 
pretty numerous demands are already made 


to 
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to the.court which is appointed to take cog- 
nizance of fuch affairs ; but that court, barely 
deciding in favour of the oldeft titles, pro- 
nounces the money to. be abfolutely loft 
which the fecond or third grantees have paid 
to the ftate. for their te, and to the fur- 
veyors for the expences of furveying. Thefe 
laft fums amount to double the price of the 
purchafe, that is to fay, to four cents per 
acre. 

From the condition of the finances of. the 
ftate of Virginia, it follows that the burdens 
impofed on the citizens are, as I have already 
remarked, by no’ means heavy. The duty 
on the in{peétion of tobacco tends to render 
them ftill lighter. They confift of five 
fhillings on every hundred pounds eftimated 
value of lands, divided into four claffes (and 
the lands are always eftimated below their 
real value)—two dollars and one twelfth 
on every three hundred and thirty-three dol- 
lars eftimated value in city-lots—one fhil- 
ling and eight pence on each flave below * 


* Au-deffous in the French. Is it not a fault of print for 
au-deffus, above ? 
the 
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the ace of twelve years, except thofe who 
are exempted from taxation by the corpora- 
tion of the place on account of their infir- 
mities---a_ fum on each ftallion, whether 
horfe: or afs, equal to the price demanded 
for his covering—four pence for every other 
horfe, mare, or mule—forty fhillings for 
every ordinary licence—fifty dollars for each 
billiard-table—fix fhillings per wheel on 
every four-whecled carriage, except. phaétons 
and waggons, which pay but four—and ten 
fhillings per wheel on every two-wheeled 
carriage. Such are the taxes voted in the 
Jaft feflion for the expences of 1796. They 
vary in proportion to the greater or leffer 
amount of public expenditure ordered. 
Independent of thefe taxes, there are 
duties impofed on proceedings: in the fu- 
preme court—on transfers of certificates of 
the furveys of land—on certificates and con- 
tracts drawn by notaries—on certificates 
given by the county courts or thofe of the 
towns—and, finally, on certificates pafling 
the great feal of the ftate. The valuation 
of the lands was made in 1 781 and 1782, 


and 
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and is permanent. Lands recently granted 
by the ftate are fubject to the tax. 

The fheriffs in the different counties-are, 
by virtue of their office, collectors of all:the 
taxes... [hey are annually. nominated by 
the governor of the {ftate, from a lift of 
three juftices. of the peace, drawn up by 
the county-courts, They cannot be con- 
tinued; in: office above two years... They 
mutt give fecurity to the amount. of: thirty 
thoufand dollars, They receive a commif{- 
fion of five per cent on the fums by them 
colle@ted. The commiffioners (generally two 
in each county) who affefs the taxes, receiye 
a dollar per day during the time they devote 
to that bufinefs. . The duties on judicial pro- 
ceffles are received by the county clerks, and 
by the officers who iffue them,—Every im- 
migrant artifan who arrives in the ftate 
enjoys during five years an exemption from 
every other tax except that on land, if he fol- 
lows a trade.—The taxes.-being light are 
well paid in Virginia, The feizure of mo- 
vable property, and even of flaves, enfurcs 
the regular collection of all the funds.—Lhe 
expences of the government of Virginia’ 

| annually 
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annually amount to a hundred and fixty 
thoufand dollars. 

The counties impofe no taxes unlefs when 
they have bridges, prifons, or court-houfes, to 
build. In fuch cafes the lands at the value 
eftimated for the ftate-taxes, and the negroes, 
are taken as data by which to regulate the 
temporary impofitions which are deemed ne» 
ceflary.—I have already remarkéd that the 
roads are made and repaired by the labour 
of the inhabitants. 

The town-taxes are in general confined te 
thofe for the fupport of the poor. © At Rich- 
mond they embrace a variety of objects : 
they are impofed on: Carriages, and the let- 
ting of houfes; they comprize moreover an 
impofition of two fhillings per head on ne- 
groes above fixteen years of age, &c. but 
they do not in any particular wear the fea- 
tures of an arbitrary capitation-tax, from 
which feveral of the other {tates are not 
exémpt. 

The ftate of Virginia, like moft of the 
other ftates of the Union, is unprovided with 
arms for ‘her militia, and cannon for her 
artillery. The late affembly has ordered a 


yearly 
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yearly provifion to be made of four thoufand 
ftand of arms with military accoutrements, 
and ten pieces of cannon. Each artillery 
company is to have one. The magazine 
for their reception is appointed to be at 
Point-of-Fork on James-River; and the 
arms are fabricated at New-London in 
Bedford-County. 

A wife law of Virginia, intended to aét 
on the ele¢tors as a ftimulus to attend the 
numerous eleétions held in this ftate, fubjects 
to a double tax all thofe who abfent them- 
felves on fuch occafions, unlefs they can 
plead ill health as their apology. 

There has not for a confiderable time been 
any eftablifhment of free fchools in Virginia. 
Every thing remained to be done in that 
refpect-—the divifion of counties into {chool- 
diftriéts—organization of their adminiftra- 
tion—ereétion of {fchool-houfes, &c. A law 
of the twenty-fecond of December 1776, 
has provided for all thefe objects with pru- 
dence, forefight, and confummate judgement. 
Some years however muft yet elapfe before 
fuch eftablifhments can take place in every 
part of the ftate: but the foundations are 

already 








96 TRAVELS THROUGH 


already laid: and we may anticipate the 
period when the fyftem of gratuitous public 
education will flourifh in Virginia for the 
whites, as. it does in Maffachufetts and 
Connecticut for all the inhabitants. 

The: conftitution of Virginia, framed in 
1776, eftablifhes the fame divifion of powers 
as the conftitutions of. the ether ftates, Each 
of the counties, which are eighty-eight in 
number, fends two members to the houfe of 
delegates; Norfolk, Williamfburg, and Rich- 
mond, which are privileged towns, fend one 
each. They: are elected annually. The 
qualifications. for eligibility are, that the 
candidate pofiefs the rights of a citizen of 
Virginia, and have attained the age of twenty- 
one years. 

The. fenate is.compofed of twenty-four 
members—two for each diftri@; the ftate 
being, for this fingle purpofe, divided into 
twelve imaginary diftricts. ‘The fenators are 
elected for four years; and one quarter of 
their number annually vacate their feats. 
The age of twenty-five years is required 
for election into the fenate. The eleétors 
mutt poficfs a hundred acres of uncultivated 


land, 
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land, or twenty-five acres under cultivation, 
or a houfe or ‘lot’in a town 

The governor, the executive — council 
(without whofe concurrence he can {do 
fiothing), the: judges of the fupreme court, 
the attorney«general, the treafurer, the direc- 
tor of the land-office, and the commander 
in chief of the militia, are chofen by ballot 
by both houfes. 

The governor is eleCted for one vear, and 
Caniiot continue in office above three years 
in feven. The executive council is com- 
poled of eicht members, two of whom are 
removed every three years by a ballot of 
both houfes, and: are not re-eligible during 
the three years next enfuing. The prefident 
of the executive council, who is eleéted by 
the council itfelf, a€ts as governor of the ftate 
in cafe of the death, incapacity, or ab{fences 
of the governor. 

The judges continue in office during good 
behaviour.—The treafurer is appointed only 
for one year, but is re-eligible. 

The juftices of the peace are propofed by 
the county-courts to the governor, who ap-= 
points them without: the power of rejection. 
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The fubordinate officers of juftice are no 
minated by the courts to which they belong, 
and the conftables by the juftices of the 
peace. 

The governor cannot give his opinion on 
the laws: he cannot grant a pardon with- 


out the confent of his council. Of all the 


{tates of the Union, Virginia is that in which 
the governor poffeffes the leaft power, and 
the falaries of office are the loweft.. The 
public funCtionaries here recerve very flender 
remunerations: and accordingly employ- 
ments are habitually refufed by the very 
men who are beft qualified to hold them, 
but who, by accepting them, would lofe a 
confiderable portion of the income which 
they can derive from their profefftons, and 
who thus could lay up no referve for the 
eftablifhment of their families. 

This conftitution, framed during the war 
with the mother-country, 1s preceded. by a 
preamble enumerating the grievances with 
which Virginia fo juftly reproached the *** * 
government. . i 

The organization of the judicial fyftem is 
more complex in Virginia than elfewhere. 


Each 
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Each: county has a monthly court: four or 
five counties conftitute a diftrit, where are 
held the Circuit-courts, the general court, 
orphans’ court, chancellor’s court, &c, &e, 
The Virginians are unanimous jn afferting 
that the feats of judges are, with a few ex- 
ceptions, very ill filled: and among the ex- 
ceptions they mention the poft of chancellor, 
held by Mr. Whyte, who enjoys the general 
efteem. Thofe who are better qualified to 
fill the places of judges refufe them becaufe 
they are laborious and produétive of little 
profit. 

Perfeét freedom of religion. is allowed by 
the laws of Virginia: but few nations até 
lefs addiéted to religious ptaétices than the 
Virginians. At Richmond there is no church. 
Prayers are formetimes read in the Capitol, 
in_one of the halls deftined for the legiflature: 
and then. they are read by an epifcopalian 
clergyman, becaufe thofe who call them- 
felves members of that profeffion are more 
numerous than the others. Meetings of 
anabaptifts, methodifts, and even quakers, 
are more regularly held, but in private houfes, 
as none of thofe teéts have any public build- 
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ing appropria ited: to’ the practice of theit re- 
Beion: 

‘The colonization of Virginia, or rather 
+s firft fettlement, dates’ from. the year 1584, 
at: which period Queen Elizabeth granted to 
Sir Walter Raleigh: the property of -all ‘the 
lands: he:could difcover beyond the feas, un- 
inhabited -by any Chriftian nation.” This 
property-extended to the diftance of two, hun- 
dred leagues from any habitations. which the 
new colony, might eftablith within fix years. 

The queen efienet for herfelf only a fifth 
part. of the produce of any cold or -filver 
mines which might be iigoueted: Tt was in 

the ifle of Roanoke, which now conftitutes a 
part of Narth: Carolina, that the new fettlers 
Gift: landed :. and hence: they. afterward pro- 
ceeded to Hatorafk in the bay: of Chefapeak. 
his eftablifhment, which was not aided by: 
any public afliftance from England, already 
coft Sit Walter Raleigh forty. thoufand 
pounds: fierling. » He was. therefore obliged 
to form a 'partnerfhip. with Thomas Smith 
and. othersadventurers, to whom, in ‘return 
for confiderable fums of money received from 
them, he granted an unlimited freedom: of 

trade 
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trade and a fhare in the proprietorfhip. But 
in 1603 Sir Walter was arrefted by order of 
the Englith court; and it has never fince 
been known what became of the {mall number 
of colonifts at that time fettled in his im- 
mente grant. 

From: the mausfortunes. of Sir!’ Walter 
Raleigh fome rich proprietors aud. merchants 
of London, who were jealous of his poffefiion, 
conceived the idea that be had no longer 
any claim to it: and this opinion rece sived 
confirmation from. the conduct of “king 
James, who, by letters patent, granted to Sir 
‘Thomas Gates, the Earl of Salifbury, and 
fome others, for themfelves and theit sabia: 
all the lands. of Virginia, to the extent of 
two hundred. miles north and fouth of Point 
Comfort, together with the adjacent iflands 
within a hundred miles of the coatt, &c. &c, 
This: company’ was incorporated under the 
name of ‘‘ treafurers and company of adven- 
turers: and planters of the rs of london 
for the firft colony in Virginia.” Thi 


wn 


patent, iffued in 1609, granted 2 allowed 
freedom of commerce with England, ex- 
emption from all-taxes, and. the rights oi aa 
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Englith fubjea&t, to every perfon born in the 
new colony. ©The council, which was to fit 
in London for the direétion of the enterprize, 
was chofen by the nomination of the com- 
pany. Never was patent granted in fuch ex- 
tenfive latitude. 

The Indians, as in every other inftance, 
affifted the rifing colony: they had fhown 
themfelves equally kind and hoipitable to Sit 
Waiter Raleigh: but here alfo, as every- 
where elfe, they in the end became objedts 
of perfecution ; and wars between them and 
the colonifts fhook and difturbed the new 
fettlement. 

In 1621, a fort of conftitution had been 
given to: the colony by the company who 
Were its proprietors, This conftitution ap- 
pointed an annual affembly compofed of two 
reprefentatives from each town, plantation, 
or hundred—a privy council nominated by 
the company—and a governor, alfo of their 
nomination, who poffeffed a negative on the 
laws propofed by the affembly. 

In 1622, Charles the Firft, diflatisfied with 
the condu& of the company, took the g0- 

ptt eng VETNMeEnt of the colony into his own hands, | 
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in violation of the charter granted by his 
predeceffor, which deprived him of that 
right. This change of matters, however, 
did not affe& either the rights or the opinions 
of the colonitts. 

It was under the reign of Charles the 
Firft that Lords Baltimore and Fairfax ob- 
tained a difmemberment of the jurifdiction, 
covernment, and territory, of Virginia. 

In 1650, after the depofition of that prince, 
the Englith parliament forbade the colonics 
to carry on any commerce with foreign na- 
tions: and this was the firft ftep in that 
prohibitory fyftem, of which the fupport and 
the confequences have fince beén attended 
with the lofs to England of her colonies in 
North America. 

The colony of Virginia for fome time re- 
fufed to acknowledge the authority of Crom- 
well andthe republican parliament: but in 
1651 the colonifts laid down their arms, and 
received from parliament 'a new charter con- 
firming them in the enjoyment of all their 
former rights, except the poffeflion of that 
portion of their territory antecedently granted 
to Lords Baltimore and Fairfax. But, after 
H4 the 
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the prerorariun of royalty in England, the 
fucc ¢ kings pal id no. greater refpeéct to 
this ¢ charter than Charles the Firft had fhown 
to the former. The aflembly was now 


divided into two see appeals were ‘car- 


ried from the tribunals of Virginia to Lon- 


don: the prohibition of foreign trade: was 
again enforced—the’ territory of Virginia 
diminithed+ =the inhabitants of the colony 
thrown into prifon, tranfported to England, 
&c. &c. 

Virginia, thinking herfelf more feverely 
agorieved by England than any other of the 
American colonies, was one of the firft to 
take a part in the revolution: and no one of 
the ftates made more vigorous efforts, 'ex- 
pended greater fums, or difplayed more fignal 


iergy, to accomplifh that happy object. 


DEPARTURE FROM RICHMOND.— 
MANCHESTER.—JOURNEY TO PE- 
"LERSBURG. 


The bridge that unites Richmond to Man- 
chetter is one of the worft and moft dangerous 
of ‘all poffible bridges. In its length it 4s 


divided 
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divided ,by two lands: but, frony one end 
to the other, it 1s nothing better than an 
irregular aflemblage of unjoined unfaitened 
planks laid upon joifts which bend in ¢con- 
fequence of their length, and. which them- 
felves reft-on piers, partly of wood partly of 
ftone, the tottering remains of a fomewhat 
better bridge that was deftroyed afew years 
fince by an extraordinary {well of the river. 
Thefe remnants of the former piers are 
moreover of unequal height, fo that, this 
bridge poflefies every imaginable. character- 
iftic of infolidity.. It is called a temporary 
bridge, becaufe the people talk of building 
another: but the fame thing has been faid fcr 
the laft five or fix years, during which period 
the paflage has continued in its prefent f{tate. 
There are not even any funds pointed out 
for that object; and it would require confider- 
able faums to ereét the intended bridge in 
fuch. manner as to. fecure it avain{t thofe 
annual frefhes which are very powerful, and 
which acquire additional violence in -pafling 
the falls, at the foot of which the «bridge 
ftandss. ‘Lhofe yearly fwells of the river, 
particularly. at the clofe of winter, rife from 


oA tT 
i vent 
a S' 
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twenty-five to thirty feet in height.—In ad- 
dition to its other defeéts, this wretched 
bridge is unprovided with rails or parapets; 
and’ not a year paffes without witneffing 
fome melancholy accidents in confequence. 

Manchetter is a very neat little village, 
well built, and ftanding on a very gentle de- 
clivity. Gardens and trees abound within 
it, and it prefents, as I have before obferved, 
a beautiful profpeét from Richmond. But 
the country over which a traveller pafles 
on his way from Manchefter to Peterfburg, 
is flat, and for the moft part barren: very 
little culture appears; but an almoft uninter- 
rupted fucceffion of woods, broken however 
by here and there fome ‘fields which yield 
four or five buthels of wheat per acre, or 
from eight to ten of Indian corn, Thefe 
fields are never manured ; hardly even are 
they ploughed; and it feldom happens that 
their owners for two fucceffive years exact 
from them thefe {canty crops. 

Ofborne’s, at the diftance of fifteen miles 
from Richmond, is the only village on the 
road. It is fituate on the bank of a river 


which winds in humerous meanders. From 
| Ofborne’s 
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Ofborne’s to Peterfburg, the face of the 
country continues the fame: it prefents in- 
deed a fomewhat ‘greater number of log- 
houfes, but every where exhibits the features 
of lazinefs, of ignorance, and confequently 
of poverty. Although a great part of thefe 
lands be naturally bad, neverthelefs, with 
ereater induftry and more judicious manage- 
ment, they might be cultivated to ad- 
vantage ; for they produce trees of tolerable 
height and good quality. 


PETERSBURG. 


Peterfburg is built on the Appomattox. 
At the town and ten miles below it, this 
river is but four or five feet deep. The 
veffels therefore which can come up to 
Peterfburg are {till inferior in point of ton- 
nage to thofe which can go up to Richmond. 
Broad-bay, eight miles below Peterfburg, 1s 
the place where the veffels are loaded. 

The trade of Peterfoburg is fimilar to that 
of Richmond: but, as this town hes nearer 
to North-Carolina, it receives a greater 
quantity, than the other, of the produce of 

that 
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that ftate, fuch as wheat, tobacco, falt pro- 
vifions, and fome hemp. | Its .exportations 
are for the fame reafon more confiderable 
than thofe of Richmond, although, gene- 
rally fpeaking, the produce it receives is in- 
ferior in. quality. . Tobacco, for inftance, 
which fells at Richmond for fix or feven 
dollars the hundred weight, does not fetch 
quite five at Peterifbure. The caufe of this 
difference is the fuperiority of the foil, and 
it is faid alfo of the cultivation, in the lands 
on the banks of James-River and to the right 
of it, where grows the tobacco that is almoft 
exclufively carried to Richmond. The price 


of tobacco has experienced a rife of two fifths 


within the lafttwo or three years, becaufe 


the increafed price of wheat has induced the 


planters to appropriate to the culture of that 


grain confiderable tra€ts of land which were 
before devoted to the raifing of tobacco, and 


the two latt crops of this plant have more- 
over been very indifferent. 


Flour-mills are more numerous at Pe— 


terfburg and_ in its vicinity than at Rich- 
mond : bu’, if we may judge of the flour 


that is exported, by that of:which they make 
the 
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the bread that is eaten in: the beft houfes 
and even at the tables of the mill-owners, 
it muft be-very far inferior to that of Phila- 
delphia.', It *s not white; and the millers 
fay that good wheat is difficult ‘to, be. pro- 
cured. The grain which I have feen of the 
prefent crop—for the harveft is every-where 
nearly finifhed—is {mall and light... .Never- 
thelefs the: flour fells at thirteen and: éven 
fourteen ‘dollars; and. the millers ‘of Pe- 
terfburg, expecting a further encféafe in, the 
price, paid, two months fince, fo high.as two 
dollars and half per bufhel. for wheat, even 
for very, confiderable quantities. “The an- 
telligence from Europe, however, threatens 
them with-a prodigious difcount on. the.ex-: 
pected profits of, their fpeculation ;  fince 
there has lately arrived at Bofton ‘a veflel 
which had failed from Norfolk in February, 
and which has brought back to America her 
cargo of. three thoufand barrels of flour, for 
which, fhe could not obtain above eight dol- 
Jars per barrel either in. France or England. 
That article has recently been fold for feven 

and half at Alexandria and Norfolk. 
At Peterfburg, as well asat Richmond, the 
mills 
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mills are upon a good conftru@tion. © Five 
bufhels of wheat yield a barrel of firftt flour: 
fix are required to produce a barrel of fuper- 
fine flour, exclufive of the fecond flour, the 
poljard, and bran. ‘The miller’s claim is one 
eighth; fometimes, when bufinefs is dul] 
with him, he contents himfelf with a tenth, 
By the way, it appears that the dexterity of 
the Virginian millers in making the moft of 
their grift is in no wife inferior to that of the 
millers in Europe. 

Peterfburg is. a tolerably neat little town, 
built along the river-fide, only two ftreets 
deep, and a mile and half in extent, on 
a hill of pretty rapid elevation, Blandford, 
which is now united with Peterfburg ‘into 
one corporation, is the part which is more 
remarkable for elegant and well-built houfes, 

Society at Peterfburg appears polite, oblig- 
ing, and hofpitable. Politica] opinion, divided 
here as every.where elfe, is by a creat ma. 
jority in favour of oppofition. "This differ. 
ence of fentiments however is Iefs produétive 
here, than at Richmond, of difunion between 
the individuals of Oppofite parties. Colonel 
Peachy, Doctor Stone, Mr. Euftis, brother. to 

may 
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my friend Doétor Euftis of Bofton, Major 
Gibbon, Mr. Campbell, are the perfons in 
whofe company I have ofteneft been during 
my fhort ftay in this town. ‘The laft-men- 
tioned gentleman has lately married ‘Madee 
moifelle de la Porte, a French lady, niece to 
Monfieur de Tubeuf, who, after having fet- 
tled about three years fince in the back 
country of Virginia, was there murdered by 
two Irifhmen, who fuppofed him to be potf- 
feffed of a great deal of money. 

The prices of the neceflaries of life are 
nearly the fame here. as at Richmond : and 
Peterfburg is equally deftitute of churches. 


PRESQU’I{LE, Mr. DAVIES RANDOLPH’s 
PLANTATION, 


At Peterfburg I had met Mr. Davies 
Randolph, for whom | had a letter; and, 
in confequence of his invitation, I went to 
his houfe and there fpent a day. He lives. 
at City-Point or Bermuda-Hundred, the 
place where the river Appomattox difcharges 
its ftream into James-River. Here the 


water is fufficiently deep to admit ships of 
any 
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o- 


any tonnage: and this.in the place where 
the larger vellels. difcharge | their Cargoes 
into lighters, and thus forward:to Richmond 
and Peterfburg the merchandize which they 
have brought. © City-Point is the fpot where 
the cuftom-houfe is eftablifhed for thofe two 
places. If the towns of Richmond and Pe- 
terfburg had been: ereéted at City-Point, 
their commerce would, have’ been» more 
confiderable, their intercourfe with Europe 
more direct, and Norfolk would not, as now 
is the cafe, have engrofled almoft the entire 
trade ‘of that part) of Virginia... But City 
Point lies low, aridiis furrounded by {wamps:. 
The air in the vicinity is not falubrious; and, 
in all probability, thé detriment. which the: 
inhabitants muft have fufferea in point of 
health would have been fufficient to counter- 
balance the advantage of f{uperior opulence. 

At ‘a half-mile from the cuftom-houfe 
{tands the habitation of Mr. Davies Ran- 
dolph, in one of thofe long windings which 
James-River forms in this parts: from which 
circumftance itis: that this plantation bears 
the name of Prefqutile (or Peninfula). 

Mr. Davies Randolph - is fully entitled. tor 


the 
? 
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the reputation which he enjoys ‘of being the 
beft farmer in the whole country.. .He 
polieiies feven hundred and fifty acres of 
land, of which three hundred and fifty are 
at prefent fufceptible of cultivation ; the reft 
are all f{wampy grounds, which may pro-~ 
bably be drained at ‘a confiderable expence, 
but which have not yet undergone that pro- 
cels.° Eight negroes (of whom two aré little 
better than children), two horfes, and four 
oxen, cultivate thofe three hundred and fifty 
acres, which he has-divided into fields of forty 
acres inclofed. Of thofe three hundred and 
fifty acres, only forty, which are fubdivided 
into fix-portions, are alternately dunged; the 
remainder never. has:been fo. 

‘The common rotation of culture in the 
country 1s, Indian corn, wheat, fallow, and 
thus again in regular fucceflion. ©The lands 
produce from five to eight bufhels of wheat 
per acre, and from twelve to fifteen of Indian 
corn, according to their quality. Mr. Ran- 
dolph has deviated from this fyftem of culture 
on his eftate: that which he purfues is as 
follows—lIndian corn, oats, wheat, rye, fal- 
low; and he raifes: from ten! to twelve 


Vor. Ill. I bufhels 
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bufhels of wheat per acre, and from eighteen 
to twenty-five of Indian corn. - The rife in 
the price of wheat has induced him to vary 
the rotation of his crops, and to fubftitute 
that of wheat, oats or rye, wheat, two years’ 
fallow. By purfuing this method, he reaps 
from thirteen to fixteen bufhels of wheat. 
He feparately cultivates the Indian corn in 
one or two fields according to his former 
rotation. He has proved by experience that 
manuring with dung triples the produce. 
His lands are good; and, compared with 
the reft of the country, they are kept in 
very excellent condition, though very in- 
differently in comparifon- with the moft 
ordinary hufbandry of Europe. He keeps no 
cows except for the purpofes of the dairy, 
and to furnifh him with calves for his own 
confumption. His cows are very fine, and 
of his own rearing. His labouring oxen are 
of a {mall breed ;:and it is thought in the. 
country that thofe of larger fize could not 
ftand the heat. He purchafes thofe Jabour- 
ing oxen at. thirty dollars the fair. Mr. 
Randolph feeds-thirty fheep, but merely for: 
the fupply-of his own table. 
=? He 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. lis 


He declares that each of his negroes laft 
year produced to him, after all expences 
paid, a net fum of three hundred dollars, 
although he fold his wheat for no more than 
a dollar the bufhel. e expected that they 
would this year have cleared -him four hun- 
dred dollars each: but the fall in the prices 
of produce will difappoint his hopes. 

The fituation of his houfe gives him alfo 
the means of annually felling eight or nine 
hundred dollars’ worth of fifh—fturgeon, 
fhad, and herrings, which he falts. 

His {wampy eras fupply him ‘with 
abundance of timber for fuel and fences: but 
e produce a ftill greater abundance of 

oxious exhalations which prove a Bigice 
= frequent and dangerous difeafes. Mr. 
Randolph is himfelf very fickly; and his 
young and amiable wife has not enjoyed one 
month of good health fince the firft came to 
live on this plantation. Accordingly Mr. 
Randolph intends to quit it, and remove to 
Richmond, where moreover he has frequent 
bufinefs in confequence of his office, which 
is that of marfhal to the ftate. He withes to 
fell this plantation, which, in the wortft years, 

P22 has 
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has brought him 10 eighteen hundred dollars, 
he Jaft two years, has. 


and which, for tb 

° 7 as ? pe 
vielded him three thoufand five hundred. «It 
in very. good condition : but he cannot 


purchater for it at the fum of. twenty 


1S 
7 } 

nna a 
thoufand ihe gihe which he demands... This 
fat furnifhes a proper idea of the low price 
f land 1 irginia. I have. been allured, 


* 4. 
= 


O 

that, atiioied fome of the lands “have 

at <6 oe aes ens tury oO Ps ere. Se 7 

ceoupred thnell ValsllicC C ULLnge tne jait Ewen y 
ed 


rs, a much greater por tion have fallen in 


BERMUDA-HUNDRED=EXPORTA- 
TIONS FROM RICHMOND AND 

ERSBURG. 

During my ftay at the houfe of Mr. Davies 
Randolph I had an opportunity of learning, 
with forme degree of minutenets, the amount 
and value of the exports. from -Bermuda- 
Hundred,or’City-Point, the emporium and 
cuftom-houfe of the two towns of Richmond 
and Peterfburg. I received the details of 

- particulars from Mr. Helt, the collector of 
the cuitoms at that place. 

| Statement 
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REMARKS ON THE FOREGOING 
L E.. 


In the column of flour, the feconds and 
even the ets are included with that of 

the firtt qual: 1f 

From the dif Fe rent ftatements included in 


r ard a tla ar Eee oe ier 
the above table, it refults, 


1°. That, during the laft five years and 
half, the feveral articles have individually 


rifen more or i in price, but all in general 


T tat the exp sortation of tobacco has 


undergone a diminution of one half, in point 
of quantity; but that the article has doubled 


3°. That the quantity of flour has ex- 


3 
ceflively diminifhed, at leaft fo far as regards 
the direct exportation: for it is certain that 
the greateft quantity 1s exported by the way 
of Baltimore. , 

4°, aie the ‘exportation of wheat has 
dwindled to nothing: a circumftance which, 
exclufive of the fame common caufe that 
nas contributed to diminifh the exportation 


of 
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of flour, has moreover for its particular rea- 
fon» the number of mills: which are daily 


erected in Virginia. 


RETURN TO RICHMOND — i FUR THER 
OBSERVATIONS ON THAT TOWN. 


Monfieur Guillemard had accompanied me 
to Prefqu'ile; and we returned together by 
the fame road which we had travelled on 
the Sores day. 

Mr. Hopkins, commiffioner of the loan- 
office of oe United States—Monfieur Che- 
valier, his brother-in-law, of whom I have 
already made mention—Dottor Maclue, a 
native of Scotland, a phyfician of high re- 
pute, and a well-informed man—Governor 
3rooke—Mr. John Marthall—Mr. Campbell 
—Doétor Foulchie, with whom the affairs 
of one of my friends brought me acquainted 
—Mefirs. Brown and Burton, Englifh mer- 
chants—are the perfons with whom I was 
moft frequently in company at Richmond. 
The political opinions of thofe feveral gen- 
tlemen are extremely different: but im.the 
focial circle there prevails among them a 

14 degree 
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degree of politenefs which would prevent a 
ftranger from perceiving that difference if 
he were not previoufly apprized of it. 

There are no doubt at Richmond, as in 
every other part of Virginia, a. certain 
number of individuals, who, diilatished with 
the commercial tr ecaty, Carry their refentment 
of it to an exceflive length, and would with 
 fuch a change in the conftitution of the 


To} 


—~ 


United States as fhould render it more demo- 
cratic: but I have never heard even the moft 
violent of that clafs exprefs a with for fe- 
paration or -difunton: and indeed it mutt 
be confefled, that, under the prefent me- 
diocrity of wealth in the flate of Virginia, 
the paucity of her population in proportion 
to her extent, and her backwardnefs in 
point of agricultural improvement, the in- 
habitants could not reafonably entertain a 
defire of fuch an event. 

Mr. J. Marfhall, confpicuoufly eminent as 
a profeflor of the law, is beyond all doubt 
one of thofe who rank higheft in the public 
epinion at Richmond. He is what is termed 
a federalift, -and perhaps at times fomewhat 
warm in fupport of his opinions, but never. 


exceeding 
Ne. 
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exceeding the bounds of propriety, which a 
man of his goodnefs and prudence and know- 
ledge is incapable of tran{egrefling. “He may 
be confidered as a diftinguifhed character in 
the United States. His political enemies al- 
low him to poflefs great talents, but accufe 
him of ambition. «I know not whether the 
charge be well or ill grounded, or whether 
that cas bielinl might ever be able to impel 
him to a dereliction of -his principles—a 
condu€ of which I am inclined to difbelieve 
the poffibility‘on his part. He has already 
refufed feveral employments under the ge- 
neral government, preferring the income 
derived from his profeffional labours (which 
is more than fufficient for his moderate fyitem 
of cconomy), together witha life of tran- 
quil eafe in the midft of his family and-in 
his native town. Even by ‘his friends he is 
taxed with fome little propenfity to indo- 
lence: but even if this reproach were well 
founded, he neverthelefs difplays great fupe- 
riority in “his profeflic on when he applies his 
mind to bufinefs. 


DE SPARTURE. 
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DEPARTURE. FROM RICHMOND FOR 
THE MOUNTAINS. DOVER : COAL. 
MINE. 

On the 20th of June, Mr. Guillemard and 
myfelf fet out for the mountains; Monticello, 
the habitation of Mr. Jefferfon, was the ob- 
ject of this part of our journey. Mefirs, 
Graham and Havans, merchants of Rich- 
mond, and owners of a coal-mine, were fo 
kind as to conduét us thither. This mine 
is. {carcely wrought. Several pits have 
been funk, and relinquifhed again, in hopes 
of difcovering coals of a fuperior quality, and 
a greater abundance, in other places. It ap- 
pears to be very rich, and to form a part of 
the fame bed which is found in the environs, 
and has been worked for many years on the 
weit fide of the river. But thefe gentlemen, 
who are neither chemifts nor mechanicians, 
are -content to grope their way without ap- 
plying for advice to more enlightened men; 
for there is not one perfon throughout 
America verfed in the art of working 
mines *, 


* The Duke muft apply this obfervation to the natives ; 
for many Europeans, fkilled in the working of mines, have 
certainly emigrated to America. Lranflator. 
| Ccnce, 
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This is one of the objects, in regard to 
which literary focieties might render: them- 
{elves-extremely. ufeful in the United States. 
They might eafily infert in the public papers 
éextraéts. of the beft works, written 10 
Fnglith, French, and German, on this 
{cience, which has. been brought to. fuch 
perfection in Europe. Nor would it be an 
arduous tafk to hold on this head,..as. on all 
fubjects of univerfal utility, a.correfpondence 
with men of letters. in Europe... The pub- 
lication of this. correfpondence, would in- 
troduce into America a knowledge of the 
progre{s and difcoveries made in the {cience 
of mines, and. all .the unpleafant trouble 
and ruinous expence of fruitleds experiments 
would be prevented, 

Mefirs. Graham and Havans employ about 
five hundred negroes in this mine, and the 
bufinefs of the farm, in. the province ‘of 
which. it is fituated. In the loweft ground 
the vein. runs one hundred and twenty feet 
below the furface, and is, in general, twenty- 
four feet thick. The ground from the fur- 
face down to the vein confitts of a good red 
and yellow clay, interfperfed with ftone, 

eafily 
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eafily reducible to duft. The vein is én- 
veloped in a {mall layer of imperfe@ flate, 
and refts on a bed of granite’;\a circum-~ 
ftance, which, inthe opinion of my friend, 
Mr. Guillemard, mutt puzzle all the na- 
turalifts of Europe. The coals of this mine, 
and indeed of all thofe which have hitherto 
been opened in this country, are very fmall, 
and the moft folid pieces which can be ob- 
tained crumble into duft at the fiighteft 
fhock, fo that they are more adapted ‘to be 
ufed in the forges of fmiths, than to be 
burned in grates. Some veins, it is fuppofed, 
contain more folid coals ; if this fhould be 
the cafe, the mine would prove far more 
profitable for the owners : but this fuppofition 
remains as yet a matter of mere conjecture, 
This farm, compofed of three hundred and 
hfty acres of land, which is for the moit part 
of the very beft quality, and containing a 
mine, the exiftence of which was not un- 
Known to the vender, brought three years 
4S0 no more than five thoufand three 
hundred and thirty-three dollars, which 
makes about eighteen dollars peracre. The 
farm is managed in the Common {tylé of the 


country, 
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country, that.is, very badly ; but-as it chiefly 
confifts of low grounds, the crops are in 
general better than on other eftates, where 
the culture of the foil is equally neglected. 

The road from Richmond to Dover (this 
is the name of the place where the mine 1s 
found). lies through woods of a middling 
quality; the {oil 1s poor, and partly cultivated, 
though in. avery indifferent manner... Ihe 
houfes are. {mall, bad, and not numerous. 
They are inhabited by white people, who do 
not feem to be.in eafy circumftances. 

On paffing the creek -of ‘Fuckehoe, you 
quit the county of Henrico, in which Rich- 
mond is fituated, and enter that of Gooch- 


land, 
GOOCHLAND COURT-HOUSE. 


The country between Dover and Gooch- 
land court-houfe, where we {topped at night, 
is more variegated than before; you find 
there more heights, and {ome fine profpects, 
efpecially on Mount Pleafant, which com- 
mands a wide extenfive vale, entirely cleared, 
and full of houfes, and clumps. of trees, 

which 
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which have been left ftanding near the habi« 
tations, and in the middle of the fields. 
This day was a court-day at Goochland. 


The juftices of the peace of the county meet 


~ 


here every month for the adminiftration of 
juftice. The feffion affembles here, befides 
the neighbouring judges, lawyers, and parties 
whote caufes are to -be tried, numbérs ‘of 
idle people who come Jefs from a defire to 
learn what is going forwards than to drink 
together. | 

It was near nine o’clock at night when I’ 
arrived, before Mr. Guillemard. . The com- 
pany was about to break up; the accounts 


_were {ettled ; “every one had already mounted 


his horfe, and nothing prevented their fepa~ 
ration but the irrefolution and prattle com- 
mon to drunken people, and the ufual at- 
tachment between them when they meet to 
get intoxicated together. By my manner of 
talking Enelith tothe landlord, the company 
eafily difeerned that I was a Frenchman. 
Immediately they jumped all off theit horfes, 
pulled me down from mine, clafped me in 
their’ arms, and exclaimed—*< You are a 
Frenchman—well, you are our friend, our 


dear 
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dear friend ; we would all of us die for every 
Frenchman; we are good republicans, we 
would kill all the Englifh; that would be an 
excellent thing, would not it? Oh, our 
friend, our dear friend !”—‘* He isa French- 
man,” they faid to each other, “ the brave 
dear gentleman is a Frenchman } But as you 
are a Frenchman, you muft drink fome grog 
with us.”’—They embraced me, pulled me 
about in every direction, and fhook me by 
the hand.—** Do pray tell us what we can 
do for you; you are our brother.” I was 
overwhelmed by their number and carefies 
to fuch a degree, that I was hardly able to 
bring my foot to the ground. Although 
their drunken profeflions were rather of too 
fentimental a complexion, yet I could not be 
difpleafed with their purpofe and intention ; 
on the contrary, in this refpect they gave me 
great fatisfaction. I anfwered them as well 
as Circumftances’ would admit: but- my 
anfwer, as may be -eafily conceived, was 
drowned in the noife of their joyful profef- 
fions. During this time arrived a large bowl 
of grog, and we drank one after another, 
toafting the French, France, America, Vir- 


ginids 
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gimnia, and M. de la Fayette, whofe. nameé 
they.mentioned with enthufiafm. In fpite” 
of my little difpofition for drinking, I was 
obliced twoor three times to drink in my 


a | 
/ 


turn ; forat was abfolutely neceflary to empty 
the bowl. ° It was with great difficulty ] 


prevented the arrival of a fecond; and the 


{ 


innkeeper having told them that the French- 
man (ipeaking of me) had made a lone 
journey, and confequently wanted repofe, I 
was at length. able to difengage. myfelf 
from the officious hands of thefe good people, 
who would all take me home, ten, fifteen, 
or twenty miles diftant from the place of 
ur meeting. 

Another circumftance which favoured our 
feparation, was the tragic return of. one of: 
the gueits, who had left the company. before 
my arrival to fight another drunkard. This 
poor young man, who: arrived in. his) battle~: 
array, that is, quite naked, was:covered with 
blood from a blow which toré away .a. part 
of ‘his ear, and fromeanotherJon lis eye, 
which feemed ftartine-out of his head.: ‘The 
tender “affe@ions cof my. friends were now 
turned ‘towards their wounded’. companion,. 

and 
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and I rejoined Mr. Guillemard, who had ar- 
rived during the feftive reception which I 
experienced ; but hearing that the Englith 
were rather feverely treated, did not think 
it convenient to join us. 

In Virginia, where the villages are lefs 
numerous than in other parts, and inns very 
{fcarce, there is generally one adjoining the 
Court-Houfe, without which the juftices, 
lawyers, and parties, would have no means 
to procure either a bed or food... We were 
very well lodged in the houfe deftined “for 
the judges, where we fhared the parlour 
with three counfellors, very civil and fober 
men, and good companions. ‘Their fenti- 
ments in favour of France and her fuc- 
ceffes, clothed in Janguage more fenfible 
than that of my firft acquaintances in the 
place, bore a {trong appearance of fincerity 
and candour. ‘They told us, that, by what 
they had learned, France had demanded of 
America twenty thoufand troops to affift her 
in the prefervation of her colonies in the 
Wett Indies, and they. entertained no doubt 
but that America, mindful of her obligations 
to France, would readily comply with the 


Vou. IIL. i demand. 
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demand. It is evident that thefe good gen- 
tlemen were by no means poflefied of cor- 
rect information relative to the difpofition of 
their government, and over-rated the exe 
tent of national gratitude. However this 
may be, you hear in Virginia the fame 
language exprefiive of attachment to France, 
of hatred and efpecially of diftruft in regard 
to England, an of affection for M. de la 
Fayette, which you meet with in every 
other part of the United States that is not 
fituated in the immediate vicinity of great 
towns, and places abforbed in mercantile 
fpeculations. In general, the inhabitants of 
the country, and thofe of large towns— 
thofe who live at a confiderable diftance 
from the fea-coaft, and thofe who belong 
to trading places—are two defcriptions of 
people altogether diftin@ from each other in 
point of manners and opinions.. The truth 
of this remark, which is obvious in all coun- 
tries, is more ftrikingly fo in America, where 
the people are only divided into. the two 
clafles of traders and cultivators, where trade 
and commerce; which are almoft entirely — 
in the hands of England, naturally find their 
interefts 
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interefts interwoven with thofe of that king- 
dom, and where the merchants and traders 
acting upon this principle, and pofleffed of 
that powerful influence which is generally 
erived from fuperior wealth, form, as it 
were, a diftinét nation within a nation ; 
while, on the other hand, the country peo- 
ple, attached by their own interefts to the 
profperity of that country only which they 
inhabit, defire it fincerely and exclufively, 
and are merely liable to thofe errors into 
which ignorance may betray their good dif- 
pofition. 


M. DE RIEUX,. BIRD-ORDINARY. 


The road grows ftill duller after you 
leave Goochland Court-Houfe. It is every 
where furrounded with woods, and the eye 
difcerns no -ditference of hills and dales but 
that of the road, from its rifes and falls, 
The plantations become conftantly lefs fre- 
quent, and lefs extenfive; and cultivation is 
ftill more confined. Inns are very {capug. 
on this road; the next is nearly feventeen 
miles diftant from that where we pafied 

K 2 the 
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the night. I went a mile farther on to {top 
at one:which I knew was kept by a French- 
man, whofe houfe, I had alfo learned, was 
lately deftroyed by fire. © This Frenchman 
formerly kept a ftore at Charlotte-Ville. 
Having ‘there experienced. misfortunes. not 
occafioned by mifcondutt, he eftablifhed him- 
felf where he now is, on the ftrength of an 
afiurance which had been given him, that, 
from the general diflatisfaction exprefled: at 
the management of the ssighboatian inn, 
his: houfe, would be much frequented by tra- 
vellers. In this he has not been deceived ; 

they all put up at his inn. ‘The unfortu- 
nate fire, in which he-loft-all: his furniture 
and ftock in trade, which he eftimates at 
upwards of fifteen hundred dollars, “is attri- 
buted to his great fuccefs, and the jealoufy 
excited by it in iat reaft of the miftrefs of 
the rival neighbouring inn: His name is 
Plumard de Rieux, and he is a native of 
Nantes. If he belongs, as. he fays, to the 
family of Rieuwx, which however appears not 
to be the cafe from his name Plumard, he: 
would appertain to one. of :thofe-to which 
ancient opinions affiened the firt rank in 
France. 
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France.- He is brother of a heutenant in 
the navy, who, fharing the political. fenti- 
ments of the ancient navy, has refuted to 
ferve fince, the beginning, of the revolution. 
M. de Rieux married in America the daughs 
ter of Mr. Mazzer::anItahan, who had 
fettled on that continent, and who during 
the revolution acted the part of a zealous re- 
publican, but afterwards returned to Europe, 


where, from his reputation. of being.a.friend 


of liberty, he was appointed chargé d@ affaires 
at Paris by the King and the Republe of 


Poland.—-He has fince, it is taid, retired to 
Pifa. 

Madame, de Rieux is-young and-amuable, 
and pofieiies. a well-informed mind.,, M. de 
Rieux is beloved and refpected byjall-who 
know him, he fupports-with courage and 
gaiety all them is fortunes: which have, hap- 
pened. to him. A.verysconfiderable inhert- 
tance has been Jately left. to him by. an aunt, 
who remained in France and enjoyed his 
eftates. , Hethopes to obtain this inheritance, 
yet he is at.the fame time aware, that. un- 
der the. prefent circumftances there. 1s.as 
much probability againft, as in favour of his 


— 


. » tri{t 
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with, although he left France long before 
the revolution. 

I felt at M. de Rieux’s what I always ex- 
perience on meeting with good, honeft, and 
fenfible Frenchmen, a fatisfaction and inter- 
eft which I never feel in America under any 
other circumftances. Is it prejudice, is it 
weaknefs? It may be fo, but it is what] 
conftantly experience, what I have always 
experienced in foreign countries, e¥en pre- 
vioufly to the calamitous events of the revo- 
Jution, and what I feel difpofed alfo to ex- 
perience in future. Ah! how confoling 
would it prove on meeting with an honeft 
and unfortunate countryman, furrounded by 
a wife and numerous family, to promote by 
a loan of fome value the reftoration of his 
profperity, without wounding the delicacy 
of his feelings. The lofs of an enjoyment 
of this nature is not the leaft painful re- 
{ult of fevere misfortunes in point of pro- 
perty and wealth. 

M. de Rieux only tenants the houfe which 
he inhabits, and the three hundred and fifty 
acres of land that belong to it, and pays for 
the whole a yearly rent of ninety-eig¢ht dol- 

lars. 
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lars, This affords an additional proof of 
the moderate value of land in Virginia, as 
that which he cultivates is very good. 

After having fpent nearly the whole day 
at M. de Rieux’s, we went ten miles far- 
ther on to Bird-ordinary, where ‘we ftopped 
for the night. Plantations become now lefs 
frequent and poorer; yet all thefe planters, 
however wretched their condition, have all 
of them one or two negroes. Thefe flaves, 
who are in general well treated in Virginia, 
are-upon the whole much more fo by thefe 
poor farmers, who fhare with them the toils 
of the fields, and who, although they do not 
clothe and feed them well, yet treat them, 
in this refpect, as well as they do them- 
felves: while on the plantations of wealthy 
colonifts the negroes are allowed meat but 
fix times a-year, and fubfift entirely on In- 
dian corn, and fometimes on butter-milk. 


MILFORD ; 


A very {mall village, built within: theté 
few years on the Rivanna, a rivulet which 
empties itfelf into James-Rivér, Before 

K 4 you 
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you reach the village you crofs Melhaneck- 
Creek, which flows into the Rivanna. They 
are both fordable, but the fords are frequent- 
ly rendered very dangerous, nay impaffa- 
ble, by a fudden rife of the waters, at leaft 
for fome hours; for the inclination of their 
beds is fo confiderable, that in lefs than half 
a day they return to their ufual depth, which 


is only three feet. 


MONTICELLO. MR. JEFFERSON; HIS 
AGRICULTURAL SYSTEM COMPAR- 
ED WITH THAT OF THE COUNTRY. 


Monticello is fituated four miles: from 
Mulford, in that chain of mountains which 
firetches from James-River to the Rappa- 
hannock, twenty-eight miles in front of the 
Blue-Ridge, and in a dire@tion parallel to 
thofe mountains. This chain, which runs 
uninterrupted in its fmall extent, affumes 
fucceffively the names of the Weft, South, 
and Green Mountains. 

It is in the part known by the name of the 
South-Mountains that Monticello is fituated. 

The 
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The houfe ftands on the fummit of the 
mountain, and the tafte and arts of Europe 
have been confulted in the formation of its 
plan.© Mr. Jefferfon had commenced “its 
con{truGtion before the American revolu- 
tion; fince that epocha his life has been 
conftantly engaged in public affairs, and he 
has not been able to complete the execution 
to the whole extent of the projeét which it 
feems he had at firft conceived. ‘That part 
of the building which was finifhed has fuf- 
fered from the fufpenfion of the work, and 
Mr. Jefferfon, who two years fince refumed 
the habits and leifure of ‘private life, is now 
employed in repairing the sai occafioned 
by this interruption, and {till more by his 
abfence ; he continucs his original plan, and 
even improves on it, -by giving to his build- 
ings more elevation and extent. He intends 
that they fhould confift: only of one ftory, 
crowned with baluftrades.; and a dome isto 
he conftructed in the centre of the {tructure. 
The apartments will be large and conveni- 
ent; the decoration, both outfide and infide, . 
fimple, yet regular and elegant. Monticello, 
according to its firft plan, was infinitely {u- 

perior 
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perior to all other houfes in America, in 
point of tafte and convenience ; but at that 
time Mr. Jefferfon had ftudied tafte and the 
fine arts in books only. His travels in Eu- 
rope have fupplied him with models ; he has 
appropriated them to his defign; and his new 
plan, the execution of which is already much 
advanced, will be accomplithed before the 
end of next year, and then his houfe will 
certainly deferve to be ranked with the moft 
pleafant manfions in France and England. 
Mr. Jefferfon’s houfe commands one of 
the moft extenfive profpeés you can meet 
with. On the eaft fide, the front of the 
building, the eye is not checked by any ob- 
ject, fince the mountain on which the houfe 
is feated commands all the neighbouring 
heights as far as the Chefapeak. The At- 
Jantic might be feen were At not for the 
greatneis of the diftance, which renders that 
profpeét impoffible. On the right and left 
the eye commands the extenfive valley that 
{eparates the Green, South and Weft Moun- 
tains from the Blue-Ridge, and has no other 
bounds but thefe high mountains, of which, 
on a clearday, you difcern the chain on the 


right 
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right upwards of a hundred miles, far be- 
yond James-River ; and on the left as far 
as Maryland, on the other fide ‘of the 
Potowmack. Through fome intervals, form- 
ed by the irregular fummits of the Blue- 
Mountaiis, you difcover the Peaked- Ridge, 
a chain of mountains placed between the 
Blue and North Mountains, another more 
diftant ridge. But in the back part the pro- 
fpeét is foon interrupted ‘by a mountain more 
elevated than that on which the houfe is 
feated. The bounds of the view on this 
point, at fo {mall a diftance, form a pleafant 
refting-place ; as the immenfity of profpect 
it enjoys is, perhaps, already too vaft. A 
confiderable number. of cultivated fields, 
houfes, and barns, enliven and variegate the . 
extenfive landfcape, {till more embellifhed 
by the beautiful and diverfifed forms of 
mountains, in the whole chain of which not 
one’ refembles another. ‘The aid of fancy 
is, however, required to complete the enjoy- 
ment of this magnificent view; and fhe muft 
picture to us thofe plains and mountains 
fuch as population and culture will render 
them in a greater or fmaller number of 

years. 
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years. The difproportion exifting between 
the cultivated lands and thofe which are ftill 
covered with forefts as ancient as the globe, 
at prefent much too great: and even 
when that fhall have been done away, the 
eye may perhaps further with to difcover a 
broad river, a great mats of water—deftitute 
of which, the grandeft and moft extenfive 
profpect is ever deftitute of an embellithment 

requifite to render it completely beautiful. 
On this mountain, and in the furround- 
ing valleys, on both banks of the Rivan- 
na, are fituated the five thoufand acres of 
land which Mr. Jeiterfon poffeffes. in. this’ 
part of Virginia. Eleven hundred and twen- 
ty only are cultivated. The land: left to 
the care of ftewards has fuffered as well as 
the buildings from the long abfence of the 
mafter ; according to the, cuftom of the 
country it has been exhaufted by fucceflive 
culture. Its fituation on declivities of hills 
‘and mountains renders a careful cultivation 
more neceffary than is requifite in lands 
fituated ina flat and even country; the com- 
mon routine is more pernicious, and more 
judgement and mature thought are required 
than 
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than in a different foil. This forms at pre- 
fent the chief employment of Mr. Jefterfon. 
But little accuftomed to agricultural pur- 
fuits, he has drawn the principles of culture 
either from works which treat on this fub- 
ject, or from converfation. Knowledge thus 
acquired often mifleads, and is at all times 
infufficient in a country where agriculture 
is well underftood ; vet it is preferable to 
mere practical knowledge, in a country 
where a bad ‘practice prevails, and where it 
is dangerous to follow the routine from 
which it is fo difficult to depart. Above all, 
much good may be expecied, if a contem- 
plative mind, like that: of Mr. Jefferfon, 
which takes the theory for its guide, watches 
its application with difcernment, and rectifies 
it according to the peculiar circumftances 
and nature of the country, climate and foil, 
and conformably to the experience which 
he daily acquires. 

Purfuant to the ancient rotation, tobacco 
was cultivated four or five fucceflive years ; 
the land was then fuffered to lie fallow, and 
then again fucceeded crops of tobacco. “The 
culture of tobacco being now almoft entirely 

relinquifhed 
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relinquifhed in this part of Virginia, the 
common rotation begins with wheat, fol. 
lowed by Indian corn, and then again 
wheat, until the exhautfted foil lofes every 
productive power; the field is then aban- 
doned, and the cultivator proceeds to an- 
other, which he treats and abandons in the 
fame manner, until he returns to the firft, 
which has in the mean time recovered fome 
of its productive faculties. ‘The difproportion 
between the quantity of land which belongs 
to the planters and the hands they can em- 
ploy in its culture, diminifhes the incon- 
veniences of this deteftable method. The 
Jand, which never receives the leaft manure, 
fupports a longer or fhorter time this alter- 
nate cultivation of wheat and Indian corn, 
according to its nature and fituation, and 
regains, according to the fame circumftances, 
more or lefs {peedily the power of producing 
new crops. If in the interval it be covered 
with heath and weeds, it frequently is again 
fit for cultivation at the end of eight or ten 
years’; if not, a fpace of twenty years is 
not fufficient to render it capable of pro- 
duction. — Planters. who are not poffefied of 

, a fufficient 
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a fufficient quantity of land to let fo much 
of it remain unproduétive for fuch a length 
of time, fallow it in a year or two after it 
has borne wheat and Indian corn, during 
which time the fields ferve as pafture, and 
are hereupon again cultivated in the fame 
manner. In either cafe the land produces 
from five to fix bufhels of wheat, or from ten 
to fifteen bufhels of Indian corn, the acre. 
To the produce of Indian corn muft alfo 
be added one hundred pounds of leaves to 
every five bufhels, or each barrel, of grain. 
Thefe leaves are given as fodder to the cat- 
tle. It was in this manner that Mr. fef- 
ferfon’s land had- always been cultivated, 
and it is this fyftem which he has. very 
wifely relinquifhed. He has divided all his 
Jand under culture into four farms, and every 
farm into fix fields of forty acres. Each 
farm confifts, therefore, of two hundred and 
eighty acres. His fyftem of rotation em- 
braces feven years, and this is the reafon 
why each farm has been divided into feven 
fields. In the firft of thefe feven years wheat 
Is cultivated; in the fecond, Indian corn; 
in the third, peafe or potatoes; in the 

- fourth, 
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fourth, vetches; in the fifth, wheat; and 
in the fixth and feventh, clover. ‘Thus each 


of his ficlds yields fome produce every year, 
and his rotation of fucceflive culture, while 


it prepares the foil for the following crop, 


increafes its produce. ‘The abundance of 
clover, potatoes, peafe, &c. wall enable him 
to keep fufficient cattle for manuring his 
land, which at prefent receives. hardly any 
dung at all, independently of the great profit 
which he will in future derive from. the 
fale of his cattle. 

Each farm, under the direction of a pars 
ticular ftewaru or: bailiff, is cultivated. by 
four negroes, four negrefies, four oxen, and 
four horfes. ‘The bailiffs, who in general 
manage thei farms feparately, aflift each 
other during the harveft, as well as at any 
other time, when there is any prefling l- 
bour.. The great declivity of the fields, 
which would render it extremely trouble- 
fome and tedious to carry the produce, even 
of each farm, to one.common central point, 
has induced Mr. Jefferfon to conftruct on 
each field a barn, {ufficiently capacious to 
hold its produce in grain; the produce in 

| forage 
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forage is alfo houfed there, but this is gene- 
rally fo great, that it becomes neceflary to 
make {tacks near the barns. The latter are 
conitructed of trunks of trees, and the floors 
are boarded. The forefts and flaves reduce 
the expence of thefe buildings to a mere 
trifle, 

« Mr. Jefferfon poffeffes one of thofe ex- 
cellent threfhing-machines, which a few 
years fince were invented in Scotland, and 
are already very common in England, This 


machine, the whole of which does not w eigh, 


two thoufand pounds, is conveyed from one 
barn to another in a wacggon, and threfhes 
from one hundred and twenty to one hun- 
dred and fifty buthels a day. A worm, 
whole eggs are almoft conftantly depofited 
in the ear of the grain, renders it neceffary 
to threfh the corn a fhort time after the 

harveft ; in this cafe the heat, occafioned 
by the mixture of grain with its envelope, 
from which it is dilenoased: but with which 
it Continues mixed, daliea the vital prin- 
ciple of the egg, and proteéts the corn from 
the inconveniences of its being hatched. If 
the grain continued in the ears, without 
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being fpeedily beaten, it would be deftroyed 
by the worm, which would be excluded 
from the eggs. This fcourge, however, 
{preads no farther northwards than the Po- 
towmack, and is bounded to the weft by 
the Blue Mountains. A few weeks after 
the corn has been beaten, it is free from all 
danger, winno wed and fent to market. Ihe 
Virginia planters have generally their corn 
trodden out by horfes ; but this way is flow, 
and there is no country in the world where 
this operation requires more difpatch than 
in this part of Virginia. Befides the ftraw 
is bruifed by the treading of horfes. Mr. 


- Jefferfon hopes that his machine, which has: 


already found fome imitators among his 
neighbours, will be generally adopted in 
Virginia. In a country where all the in- 
habitants poffefs plenty of wood, this ma- 
chine may be made at a very trifling ex- 

pence. | 
Mr. Jefferfon rates the average produce 
of an acre of land, in the prefent ftate of 
his farm, at-eight bufhels of wheat, eighteen 
bufhels of Indian corn, and twenty hundred 
weight of clover. After the land has been 
duly 
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duly. manured, he may expect a produce 
twice, nay three times more -confiderable. 
But his land will never be dunged as:much 
asin Europe. Black cattle and pigs, which 
in our country are either conftantly kept on 
the farm, or at leaft return thither every 
evening, and whofe dung is carefully ga- 
thered and preferved either feparate or 
mixed, according to circumftances, are here 
left grazing in the woods the whole year 
round, Mr. Jefferfon keeps no more fheep 


than are neceflary for the confumption of 


i 
his own table. He cuts his clover but twice 
each feafon, and does not fuffer his cattle 
to graze,in his fields; The quantity of his 
dung is therefore in proportion to the num- 
ber of cattle which he can keep with_ his 
own fodder, and which he intends to buy 
at the beginning of winter to fell them 
again in {pring; and the cattle kept in the 
vicinity of the barns, where the. forage is 
houfed, will furnifh manure only for the ad- 
jacent fields. 

From an opinion entertained by Mr. Jefe 
ferfon, that the heat of the fun deftroys, or 
at leaft dries up in a great meafure, the 
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nutritious juices of the earth, he judges is: 
neceflary that it fhould be always covered. 
In order therefore to preferve his fields, 
as well as to multiply their produce, they 
never lie fallow. _ On the fame principle he 
cuts his clover but twice a feafon, does not 
let the cattle feed on the grafs, nor enclofes 
his fields, which are merely divided by a 
fingle row of peach trees. 

A long experience would be required to 
form a correét judgement, whether the lofs 
of dung which this fyftem occafions in his 
farms, and the known advantage of fields 
enclofed with ditches, efpecially in a de- 
clivous fituation, where the earth from the 
higher grounds is conftantly wafhed down by 
the rain, are fully compenfated by the vege- 
tative powers which he means thus to pre- 
ferve in his fields. His fyftem is entirely’ 
confined to himfelf; it is cenfured by fome 
of his neighbours, who are alfo employed 
in improving their culture with ability and 
{kill, but he adheres to it, and thinks it 1s 
founded on jutt obfervations. 

Wheat, as has already been obferved, 3 
the chief object of cultivation in this coun- 

try. 
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try. The rife, which within thefe.two 
years has taken place in the price of this 
article, has engaged the fpeculations of the 
planters, as well as the merchants. The 
population of Virginia, which is fo incon- 
fiderable in proportion to its extent, and 
fo little colle€&ted in towns, would offer but 
a very precarious market for large numbers 
of cattle. Every planter has as many of 
them in the woods, as are required for the 
confumption of his family. ‘The negroes, 
who. form a confiderable part of the popu- 
lation, eat but little meat, and this little 1s 
pork. Some farmers cultivate rye and oats, 
but they are few in number... Corn is fold 
here to the merchants of Milford or Char- 
lotte- Ville, who fhip it for Richmond, where 
it fetches a fhilling more per bufhel than in 
other places. Speculation or a prefling want 
of money may at times occafion variations 
in.this manner of fale, but it is certainly the 
moft common way. Money is very {fcarce 
in this diftriét, and, bank-notes being un- 
known, trade is chiefly carried on by barter ; 
the merchant, who receives the grain, re- 
L 3 turns 
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turns its value in fuch commodities as the 
vende’ ftands in need of. 

Mr. Jefterfon fold’ bis wheat laft year for 
two dollars’ and a half per bufkel.’ He con- 
tends, that it is in this diftridt whitér than 
in the environs of Richmond, and all other 
Jow countries, and that the bufhel, which 
weighs there only from fifty-five ‘to fifty. 
eight pounds, weighs on his farm from fixty 
to fixty-five. 

In addition to the eleven hundred and 
twenty acres of land, divided into four farms, 
Mr. Jefferfon fows a few acres with turnips, 
fuccory, and other feeds. 

Before I leave his farm, T thall not forget 
to mention, that I have feen here a Hille 
machine, the name of which cannot be tran- 
diated into French but by “ machine a Jemer 
en paquets.” By Mr. Jefferfon’s account, 
it has been invented in his neighbourhood. 
If this machine fully anfwers the good opi- 
nion which he entertains of it, the invention 
is the more fortunate, as by Arthur Young's 
affertion not one good diilling “mid RHO 
to be found in England. ‘This machine, 


placed 
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placed on a fort of plough-carriage, carries 
an iron, which gently opens thé furrow: -as 
deeply as :iscrequired.. Behind this. tron 


& 


and, in the upper part, of the machine; is 


afmall: trough, containing the erain which 


is. intended to be fown. . This: grain is taken 
out of the. trough bya row )of {niall. re- 
ceivers, fewed on a leather band, or ribbon, 
and turning round two pivots placed above 
each other at the diftance of from féven-to 
eight inches. ‘Lhe {mall receivers take:the 
grain from the trough, and turn it over 1tO 
a {mall conduit, which conveys, it into the 
furrow made by the irom. _ ‘The diftance 
of one of.thofe receivers from another.de- 
termines that.of the places.in. which the 
grain is depofited in the sround 3 anda Har- 
row, fixed on-the machine behind the con- 
duits-through which the feed falls into the 
furrow, covers it again. The end/efs- chain 
of the receivers, which forms the merit of 
the. machine, may be compared with that 
which is ufed for drawing -water from a 
ereat depth, or. ftill,more= properly. witta 
heaver of flour in Evans's mills: It 1s put 
in motion by a light wheel, which moves 

L 4 along 
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along the ground as the machine advances, 
and is fixed in fuch a manner that it is not 
obftructed in its movements by the inequa- 
lities of the ground, nor even by the ftones 
which it may find in its way. If this mae 
chine really anfwers the intended purpofe, 
it is difficult to conceive why it thould not 
have been invented before, as it is extremely 
fimple, compofed of movements well known, 
and of powers frequently employed. In my 
opinion it admits, however, of great improves 
ments. 

My readers will undoubtedly find that 
beftow peculiar attention on agriculture, by 
{peaking of Mr. Jefferfon as a farmer, before 
I mention him in any other point of view. 

They mutt be very ignorant of the hiftory 
of America, who know not that Mr. Jef- 
ferfon fhared with George Wathington, 
Franklin, John Adams, Mr. Jay, anda 
few others, the toils and dangers of the 
revolution, in all its different {tages ; that 
in the famous congrefs which guided and 
confolidated it, he difplayed a boldnefé and 
firmnefs of character, a fund of talents and 
knowledge, and a fteadinefS of principles, 

which 
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which will: hand down: his name to pofte- 
rity with glory, and enfure to him for ever 
the refpect and: gratitude of: all friends of 
liberty. It was he, who.in that famous'con- 
ere{s, fo refpectable, and fo much refpected 
—in that congrefs, ever inaccefflible to the 
feduction,; fear, and apparent weaknefs \of 
the people—who jointly with Mr. Lee, an- 
other deputy of Virginia, propofed the de- 
claration of independence. ' It was he, who, 
{upported principally by John Adams, preffed 
the deliberation on: the fubject,: and carried 
it, bearing down the wary prudence of fome 
of his colleagues, poflefled of an equal fhare 
ef patriotifm, but lefs courage. It was he, 
who was charged with drawing up this 
mafter-piece of ‘dignified wifdom, and pa- 
triotic pride. It~was he, who»being after- 
wards appointed governor of Virginia at the 
period of the invafion of Arnold and Corn- 
wallis, acquired a peculiar claim on the 
eratitude of his fellow-citizens. It was he, 
who, as: the firft ambaflador of the United 
States in France, filled at that momentous 
epocha that» diftinguifhed poft to: the’ fatif- 
faction of both nations. In fine, it was he, 


who 
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who as Secretary of State in 1792, -when 
the ridiculous and diforganizing pretenfions 
of Mr. Genét, and the lofty arrogance of the 
* * * munifter, endeavoured alternately to 
abufe the political weaknefs of the. United 
States, induced’ his government to fpeak 
a noble and independent language, which 
would have done credit to the moft fors 
midable power. The long correfpondence 
carried én with thefe two defigning agents 
would, from its juft, profound, and able rea- 
foning, be alone fufficient. to. confer on its 
author the reputation of an accomplithed 
{tate{man. ) | 
Since the beginning of 1794,:Mr. Jeffers 
fon has withdrawn from public affairs. This 
was the time when the malevolent fnti- 
ments of * * * * * * were difplayed againft 
the United States in the {trongeft manner, 
and when her unjuft proceedings were re- 
fented with the utmoft indignation from one 
end of America to the other. -This was 
the moft important.epocha of the policy 
of the United Sates, becaufe they propofed 
to act with energy and vigour. ‘The pres 


ference which under thofe circumftances the 
Prefident 


ite A 
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Prefident was accuftomed to give to the-ad- 
vice of Mr. Hamilton, which ‘continually 
carried. along with it the opinion not only 
of General Knox, but alfo. of Mr: Randolph, 
then attorney-general of the Union, over that 
of Mr. Jefferfon, caufed him to embrace this 
refolution. > Immediately after this ftep, Mr. 
Jefferfon was confidered by the ruling: party 
as the leader of Oppofition; he was fufpected 
of revolutionary views; he was accufed -of 
an intention to overturn the conititution of 
the United States, of being the enemy of his 
country, and of a with to become a tribune 
of the people. It is fufficient to know that 
Mr. Jefferfon is a man of fenfe, to feel the 
abfurdity of thefe {candalous imputations ; 
and whoever is acquainted with his virtue, 
muft be aftonifhed at their having ever been 
preferred againft him. His fpeeches are 
thofe of a man firmly attached to the main- 
tenance of the Union, of the prefent con- 
{titution, and of the independence of the 
United States. He 1s the declared enemy of 
every new fyftem the introduction of which 
might be ‘attempted, but he is a greatet 
enemy of a kingly form of government than 


of 
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of any other. Hes clearly of opinion, that 
the prefent conftitution fhould be carefully 
preferved, and defended againft all infringe- 
ments arifing from an extenfion of the pre- 
rogatives of the executive power. It was 
framed and accepted on republican princi- 
ples, and it is his wifh that it fhould remain 
a republican conftitution. On feveral oc- 
cafions I have heard him {peak with great 
re{fpect of the virtues of the Prefident, and 
in terms of efteem of his found and unerring 
judgement. 

But the {pirit of party is carricd to. ex 
cefs in America; men who. embrace the 
opinion of Mr. Jefterfon, attack their oppo- 
nents with imputations, no doubt, equally 
unfounded. In all party-proceedings neither 
reafon nor juitice can be expeéted from either 
fide, and very feldom ftri&t morality with 
refpect to the means employed to ferve the 
favourite caufe ; one caufe alone appears 
good; every thing befides is deemed bad, 
nay criminal, and probity itfelf ferves to 
miflead probity. Perfonal refentments affume 
the colour of public. fpirit, and -frequently, 
when the moft odious aéts of injuftice have 

been 
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been committed, and the moft atrocious ca- 
jumnies fpread, but few members of the 
party are in the fecret, and know that they 
are the effufions of injuftice and falfe repre- 
fentation. ‘The truth of thefe obfervations 
being evident to all men who. have lived 
amidit parties, fhould lead to mutual tole- 
ration and forbearance. 

In private life Mr. Jefferfon difplays a 
mild, eafy and obliging temper, though he 
is fomewhat cold and referved. His con- 
verfation is of the moft agreeable kind, and 
he poffeffes a {tock of information not in- 
ferior to that of any other man. In Europe 
he would hold a diftinguifhed rank among 
men of letters, and as fuch he has already 
appeared there; at prefent he is employ red 
with aétivity and perfeverance in the ma- 
nagement of .his farms and buildings ; and 
he orders, direéts, and purfues in the mi- 
nuteft detail every branch of bufinefs relative 
to them. 1 found him in the midft of the 
harveft, from which the fcorching heat of 
the fun does not prevent his attendance. 
His negroes are nourifhed, clothed, and 


treated as well as white fervants could be. 
As 











1358 TRAVELS THROUGH 


As he cannot expect any afliftance from the 
two fmall neighbouring towns, every article 
is made on his farm; his negroes are cabi- 
et-makers, cinta mafons, bricklayers, 
imiths, &e. ‘The children he employs ina 
natl-manufactory, which yields already a 
confiderable profit. The young and ald ne- 
for the clothing of the reft. He 


tt ‘ds and diftinétions ; 
in fine, his fuperior mind direé&s the manage — 


ment of his domeftic concerns with the fame 
sana activity, and regularity,’ which he 
evinced in the conduct of public affairs; and 
which he is calculated to difplay in every 
htuation of life. In the fuperintendence of 

affifted by his two daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Rando/ph and Mifs Mary, who 
are handfome, modeft, and amiable women. 
Uhey have been educated in France. Their 
father went often with them to the houfe 
of Madame d@’Enville, my dear and re{pecta- 
ble aunt, where they became acquainted with 
my family, afid:as the names of many of 
my friends are not unknown to them, we 
were able to converfe of them together. It 
will be eafily conceived, that this could not 


but 


his houfehold hé is 
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but excite in my mind ftrong fenfations, and 
recollections, fometimes painful, yet gene- 
rally {weet. - Fifteen hundred leagues from 
our native country, in another world, and 
frequently given up to melancholy, we fancy 
ourfelves reftored to exiftence, and not utter 
ftrangers to happinefs, when we hear our 
family and our friends mentioned by per- 
fons who have known them, who repeat 
their names, defcribe their perfons, and ex- 
prefs themfelves on fo interefting a fubject 
in terms of kindnefs and benevolence. 

Mr. Randolph is proprietor of a confide- 
rable plantation, contiguous to that of Mr. 
Jefferfon’s ; he conftantly fpends the fum- 
mer with him, and, from the affection he 
bears him, he feems to be his fon rather 
than ‘his fon-in-law. Mifs Maria conftantly 
refides with her father; but as fhe is feven- 
teen years old, and is remarkably handfome, 
fhe will, doubtlefs, foon find, that there are 
duties which it is fill fweeter to perform 
than thofe of a daughter. Mr. Jefferfon’s 
philofophic turn of mind, his love of ftudy, 
his excellent library, which fupplies him 
with the means of fatisfying it, and his 
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friends, will indoubtedly help him to endure 
this lofs, which moreover is not likely to 
become an abfolute privation, as the fe- 
cond fon-in-law of. Mr. Jefferfon may, like 
Mr. Randolph, refide in the vicinity of Mon- 
ticello, and, if he be worthy of Mifs Maria, 
will not be able to find any company more 
defirable than that of Mr. Jefferfon. 

The fituation of Monticello exempts this 
place from the peftilential effluvia. which 
produce fo many. difeafes in the lower coun- 
tries. From its great elevation it enjoys 
the pureft air; and the fea-breeze, which is 
felt on fhore about eight or nine o'clock 
in the morning, reaches Monticello at one or 
two in the afternoon, and fomewhat re- 
frethes the atmofphere, but the fun is in- 
tolerable from its {corching heat ; as indeed 
it is in all the fouthern States. The places 
that enjoy fome advantage over others are 
thofe which, like Monticello, are expofed 
to its direct rays, without experiencing their 
reflection from more elevated mountains, or 
neighbouring buildings. 

Mr. Jefferfon, in common with all land- 
holders in America, imagines that his habi- 

| | tation 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, Xc. 161 


tation is more healthy than any other ; that 
it is as healthful as any in the fineft parts ” 
of France; and that neither the ague, nor 
any other bilious diftempers are ever ob- 
ferved at Monticello. This is undoubtedly 
true, becaufe he afflerts it, in regard to 
himfelf, to his family, and his negroes, none 
of whom is attacked by thefe maladies ; but 
Iam, neverthelefs, of opinion, that an Eu- 
ropean, who: during this feafon fhould ex- 
pofe himfelf too much to the air from nine 
in the morning until fix at night, would not 
Jong enjoy a good ftate of health. During 
the feven days I continued there, not one 
paffed without fome moments of rain, and 
yet the intenfity of the heat was not in the 
leaft abated by ir. | 
In Virginia mongrel negroes are found ™ 
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in greater number than in Carolina and 
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Georgia ; and I have even feen, efpecially 
at Mr. Jefferfon’s, flaves, who, neither in 
point of colour nor features, fhewed the 
leaft trace of their original defcent; but 
their mothers being flaves, they retain, of ° 
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confequence, the fame condition. This fu- 


perior number of people of colour is owing 
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to the fuperior antiquity of the fettlement of 
Virginia, aud to the clafs of ftewards or 
bailiffs, who are accufed of producing this 
mongrel breed. ‘They are liable to temp- 
tation, becaufe they are young, and con- 
ftantly amidft their flaves; and they enjoy 
the power of gratifying their paffions, be- 


caufe they are defpots. But the public opi- 


nion is fo much againft this intercourfe be- 
tween the white people and the black, that 
it is always by ftealth, and tranfiently, the 
former fatisfy their defires, as no white man 
is known to live regularly with a black wo- 
man. | 
Before I clofe this article I muft fay, that 
during my refidence at Monticello I wit- 
nefled the indignation excited in all the 
planters of the neighbourhood by the cruel 
conduct of a mafter to his flave, whom he 
had flogged to fuch a ‘degree as to leave 
him almo{t dead on the fpot. Juftice pur- 
{ues this barbarous mafter, and all the other 
planters declared loudly their with, that he 
may be feverely punifhed, which feems not 
to admit of any doubt. 
_ But it is time to take leave of Mr. Jeffer- 
fon, 
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fon, whofe kind reception has perfectly an- 
{wered what I had a right to expeét from his 
civility, from our former acquaintance in 
France, and from his particular conneétion 
with my relations and friends. Mr. Jeffer- 
fon is invited by the republican party, named 
anti-federalifts, to fucceed George Wathing- 
ton in the Prefident’s chair of the United 
States, the latter having publicly declared, 
that he will not continue in this place, al- 
though he fhould be re-elected by the ma- 
jority of the people of the United States. 
The other party is defirous of raifing John 
Adams to that ftation, whofe paft fervices, 
and diftinguifhed conduét in the caufe of 
liberty, together with his place of Vices 
Prefident, give him alfo, no doubt, very 
powerful claims. In the prefent fituation 
of the United States, divided as they are 
between two parties, which mutually ac- 
cufe each other of perfidy and treafon, and 
involved in political meafures which it is 
equally difficult to retract and to purfue, this 
exalted ftation is furrounded with dangerous 
rocks ; probity, a zealous attachment to the 
public caufe, and the moft eminent abilities, 
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will not be fufficient to fteer clear of them 
all. There exifts no more in the United 
States a man in a fituation fimilar to that 
of George Wafhington. On his firft.elec- 
tion, the confidence and gratitude of all 
America were concentrated in him. Such 
a man cannot exift in the prefent conjunc- 
ture of circumftances, and the next prefi- 
dent of the United States will be only the 
prefident of a party. Without. being the 
enemy of one of the pretenders, one can- 
not, therefore, concur in the wifh which he 
may entertain of being elevated to that emi- 
nent poft. The fleeting enjoyment of the 
vanity of him, who fhall be elected prefident, 
may, perhaps, be followed by the keenett 
pangs of grief in his remaining days. The 
two {mall towns of Charlotte-Ville and Mil- 
ford trade in the produce of the country 
fituated between them and the mountains. 
They alfo form a fort of depot for the com- 
modities of more diftant parts of the country; 
efpecially Milford, where the navigation be- 
~ gins, and does not experience any farther in- 
terruption from this point ,to Richmond. 
The water-carriage of merchandize and 

commodities 
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commodities cofts one third of a dollar per 
hundred weight. The trade, which ina 
{mall degree is alfo carried on with money, 
is chiefly managed by barter, becaufe mo- 
ney is fcarce, and notes are not readily re- 
ceived. The price of land is from four tor 
five dollars per acre, and the quantity of 
land to be fold is very confiderable. Meat, 
that is, mutton, veal and lamb, fetches four 
pence a pound; beef cannot be had but in 
winter. The wages of white workmen, fuch 
as mafons, carpenters, cabinet-makers, and 
{miths, amount to from one_and_a half doi- 
Jar to two dollars a day, according as they 
are {carce in the country. During the pre- 
fent feafon mafons obtain the higheft pay ; 
there are not four ftone-mafons in the whole 
county of Albemarle, where Monticello is 
fituated, which I left on the 29th of June. 


WOODS-TAVERN. CULTURE OF TO- 
BACCO. 


The road to Woods-tavern, which runs 
along Jekney-creek, and through woods, 1s 
tolerably good and even. ‘The plantations 

M 3 continue 
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Continue to be thinly fcattered, and the pro- 
prietors cultivate as much tobacco as they 
can employ negroes. But. here, as on 
Jamec-River, and in fact throughout Vir- 
ginia, tobacco is yearly replaced by wheat, 
which becomes gradually almoft the general 
objeét of culture ; and the prefent fall in the 
price of wheat does not feem to render the 
planters leis attached .to this change in their 
fy{ftem of cultivation. 

The culture of tobacco is. difficult, trou- 
blefome, and uncertain. It 1s fown in the 
month of March, in a fat and rather moitt 
ground, 

Before the fowing time the land is covered 
with {mall branches of trees;which are burnt 
for the purpofe of deftroying the herbs and 
roots, that might injure the growth of the 
plant, and alfo in order to increafe the fer- 
tility of the foil by their afhes. The tobacco 
is thickly fown ona bed in ‘the moft fhel- 
tered corner of the field. This bed is co-. 
vered with branches, left the froft fhould 


hinder the unfolding of the feed, and pre- 


Vent the {prouting of the plants. | When 
they are three or four inches high, they are 


tran{planted 
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tranfplanted into a field, which has been 
well manured and prepared for their recep- 
tion. A negro heaps earth around the plants, 
which are fet four feet diftant from each 
other on all fides. The ground 1s con- 
{tantly kept clean of weeds, and all the 
leaves are taken from the plant, which it is 
thought might injure its perfect growth, be- 
ginning always with thofe that are next. the 
ground, and which might be affected by the 
wet. More earth is heaped around the ftalk ; 
and its head bruifed with the nail, to prevent 
its running up too high; all the {prouts 
which fhoot forth below the.leaves are cut 
away, and all the leaves fucceflively torn 
off, except eight or nine, which alone are 
left on the ftalk. At laft when the plant is 
fuppofed to be ripe, which happens in the 
month of Auguft, it is cut, left feveral days 
in the-field to dry in the fun, and then car- 
ried into the barns, where every plant is 
feparately fufpended by its undermoft part. 
In this pofition the leaves attain by deficca- 
tion the laft degree of maturity, but not all 
of them at the fame time; for this deficca- 
tion, which in regard to fome is completed 
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within two days, takes with refpeét to others 
feveral weeks. When the leaves are per- 
fectly dry, they are taken from the ftalk, and 
Jaid one upon another in fmall parcels. The 
mott perfect leaves muft be put together, and 
thofe. of an inferior quality feparated into 
different claffes; this is, at leaft, the method 
followed by fuch planters as pay moft at- 
tention to the fabrication of their tobacco. 
Thefe {mall parcels of leaves, tied together 
by their tails, are then brought under the 
prefs, and afterwards prefled down into 
hogfheads. This procefs varies more or lefs 
in the different plantations, but the variations 
are not by any means confiderable. 

The forts of tobacco, cultivated in Vir- 
ginia, are the /weet-/cented, the moft efteem- 
ed of all; the di and Urtle, which follow 
next; then the Frederick ; and, laftly, the 
one-and-all, the largeft of all, and which yields 
moit in point of quantity. The tobacco 
produced in thefe parts 1s fold either at Mil- 
ford or Richmond. The price is the fame, 
and fo is the freight, which amounts to one 
third of a dollar per hundred weight; this is 
alfo the cafe in régard to other articles of 


merchandize. 
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merchandize. This year it has-been fold 


Aj 


for fix dollars and two thirds per hundred 
weight. hree years ago it brought no 
more than from three to four dollars. A 
negro can cultivate two acres and a half, 
and as each acre yields, upon an average, 
one thoufand pounds of tobacco, each negro 
can, confequently, produce two thoufand 
five hundred pounds. But the culture of 
this plant is, as has already been ftated, ex- 
tremely troublefome; it is expofed to a great 
variety of accidents, which cannot always 
be avoided, and which deftroy many ftalks, 
or fpoil at leaft many leaves: 1ft.: After 
the plant has been tranfplanted, the root is 
frequently attacked by a imall worm, which 
caufes the leaf to turn yellow, and which 
muft be taken out of the ground with the 
fingers, to fave the plant; 2d. humidity 
communicates the rof to the plant, that is, 
covers it with red fpots, which caufe it to 
moulder away, and the ftalk is loft; 3d. 
violent winds break the ftalk; 4th. when 
the leaves are at the point of attaining their 
maturity, horn-worms neftle in them, at- 
tack them, and completely deftroy the plant, 
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unlefs they can be torn off; 5th. when the 
tobacco is cut and fpread on the ground to 
dry, the wet impairs its quality. The feed 
for the next year is obtained from forty to 
fifty ftalks per acre, which the cultivator lets 
run up as high as they will grow, without 
bruifing their heads, 

Mr. ae cultivates no tobacco on the 


farm where he Sie ps his inn, but on an- 


other, feven miles farther diftant, and the 
only fort he attends to is ome-and-all. . Near 
his inn he cultivates wheat and Indian corn,. 
ike all the other farmers of the diftrid; 
but he dungs his fields now and then, and 
thus prolongs the term of their fertility. He 
frequently obtains thirty bufhels of wheat 
per acre, and all his produce in wheat as 
well as tobacco ts fold at Milford. 
The price of land is in this diftrict the 
fame as in the vicinity of Mr. Jefferfon. 
Mr. Wood’s inn is fo good and cleanly 
-—he, his wife, and whole family, are fo 
kindly officious and obliging, that I cannot 
forbear mentioning thofe circumftances with 
pleafure. Mr. Wood isa lively, agreeable, 
old man; thirty-five years ago he fettled in 
this 
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this part of Virginia, where he arrived from 
Ireland, and has amafled a confiderable fore 
tune. 


NORTH-GARDEN-MOUNTAINS. 


A few miles beyond Mr. Wood’s inn, 
you pafs by the North-garden-Mountains. 
This is a {mall circle of mountains, almoft 
entirely clofed, which contains about ten 
thoufand acres of the very beft land. The 
richnefs of the foil, and the variety of fitua- 
tions, which fits it for all fpecies of culture, 
have obtained for this diftri¢t the name it 
bears. A planter has made there within 
thefe few years a fuccefsful trial with the 
vine; he puts into his wine brandy and 
fugar, and imagines that the wine is made 
in the fame manner in all countries whence 
it is exported in large quantities. He does 
not as yet produce wine enough for fale, but 
the Virginians who have tafted it allow it 
to be excellent, and he will, of courfe, find 
a ready market when he fhall be able-to 
make a fufficient quantity. 


ROCKFISH. 
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ROCKEISH. 


During the whole journey, until you reach 
the foot of the Rockfi/h, you continually af- 
cend and defcend, but the ground rifes all 
along by fentible degrees; the «plantations 
are more numerous, but the buzldings con- 
fift-of {mall miferable log-houtes, although 
the cultivated fields which furrovnd them 
are tolerably extenfive. “The nearer you 
approach the mountains the more the to- 
bacco-fields grow fcarce, and you at laft fee 
nothing but wheat and Indian corn. Among 
all the farmers I have met with, I found but 
one who was not diffatisfied with the fall in 
the price of wheat, and who expreffed him- 
felf on this fubje&t with moderation and 
judgement ; all the refit perceive in the de- 
creafe of the value of their commodities 
their approaching ruin, and lament it with 
the utmoft grief. At length you reach the 
foot of the Blue-Mountains, . which you af- 
cend by a road two miles in length, that 
has.a gentle rife, and is well cut. A {mall 
additional expence would have rendered it 

completely 
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completely good by turning off feveral 
{prings, which fpoil it in different places. 
From this mountain you enjoy an extenfive 
profpeét over all the heights you have juft 
traverfed ; but the country is covered with 
wood to fuch a degree, that their tops only 
can be difcerned. On the fummit of Rock- 
fth-Mountain you find a few muiferable 
houfes, the moft confiderable of which is 
an abominable inn, full of bugs, fleas, and 
all kinds of ordure. I ftopped there, for I 
had no choice. All the inhabitants of the 
‘place meet here, as they generally do in the 
{mall inns in America, to fmoke their pipes, 
to drink whifky, and relate the toils of the 
day: politics take up but little of their con- 
verfation. Newfpapers do not reach Rock- 
fifh, and the number of families is too {mall 
to fupply matter for the “ chronique fcanda- 
leufe ; but fears and whilky fatisfy thefe 
good people, who thus fpend in a quarter 
of an hour in the evening the earnings of 
the whole day. ‘The landlord of the inn 
has alfo a diftillery of whifky, which he 
diftills from Indian corn and wheat, mixed 
in equal proportion, and thus increafes its 

ftrength. 
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ftrength. This whifky fetches eight fhil. 
lings per gallon. The addition of Indian 
corn augments, in my opinion, the un- 
wholefomenefs of this liquor ; but this is 
immaterial for the inn-keeper, whofe only 
care 1s to difpofe of it at a profitable rate, 
A ftore, eftablifhed on the top of the moun. 
tain, buys the produce of the adjoming coun 
try, which is offered there for fale, and re- 
tails the merchandize drawn from Rich 
mond by the way of Milford. The ftore- 
keeper tranfmits alfo to. Milford the com- 
nodities of the country, if they are not fent 
by direét conveyance to Richmond. The 
carriage to Milford cofts two thirds of a dol- 
lar = hundred weight. All the goods fold 
, at this ftore are feventy-five per cent dearer 
than in Philade 
The land, even on the fummit of the 
mountain, 18 tolerably good ; it is fown with 
wheat, and produces from. eight to twelve 
bufhels per acre. The culture of tobacco 
terminates at the foot of this chain of moun- 
tains ; on the other fide not a leaf is pro- 
duced, neither the {oil nor climate being 
fit forit. It is alfo here that ftill more fore 
tunately 
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tunately the fcourge entirely ftops, known 
under the name of wzdles, and that the grain 
can be preferved as long as it fuits the con- 
venience of the owner, without being threfh- 
ed. The laft farmer I converfed with, be- 
fore I reached the foot of the mountain, told 
me, that his grain was infected with that 


infect. 


JOURNEY FROM ROCKFISH TO 
STAUNTON. 


The mountain, whofe fummit cannot be 
reached from the other fide till after afcend- 
ing two miles, is defcended by a road which, 
at moft, is only three quarters of a mile in 
length, though it flopes as gently as the for- 
mer, a circumftance which proves how much 
the ground rifes from one ridge to another 
in this feries of mountains, which contains 
four fuch ftages. The country, as far as 
Staunton, is thus conftantly rifing. The 
habitations are in this diftrict more nume- 
rous than on the other fide of the Blue- 
Mountains, but the houfes are miferable ; 
mean {mall log-houfes, inhabited by families 
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which fwarm with children. There exits 
here the fame appearance of mifery as in the 
back parts of Pennfylvania. The inhabi- 
tants are moft of them emigrants from the 
county of Lancafter, from Maryland, and 
the environs of Reading and Carlifle. They 
purchafe land in thefe back parts of Vir- 
ginia ata cheaper rate than they fold that 
which they quitted. They clear an addi- 
tional’ portion of land, and fell it again on 
the firft opportunity, in order to remove into 
Kentucky, or Teneffee. Thefe are the main 
points of direction for the emigration from 
Virginia, where moft of the families from 
Pennfylvania and Maryland fettle only fora 
certain time. Some of the ancient inha- 
bitants. of Virginia emigrate alfo to the 
weitern parts, and it is a certain faét, that 
the ftate lofes yearly more than it gains by 
emigration. Inthe county of Augufta, 
which is- entered after paffing the Blue- 
Ridge, the price of land is higher than in 
the county of Albemarle. It is difficult to 
account for this fact, as the produce of the 
country: 1s retailed at a rate fomewhat cheap- 
er, although the increafed expence for the 

carriage 
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carriage to market fhould, ‘it feems, raife 
its. price. Land cofts from ten to twelve 
dollars the acre. All {pecies of grain, hemp, 
and flax, are cultivated here, but with as 
little {kill as in the preceding counties. As 
there.are no rich planters in this diftri@, the 
number of negroes is inconfiderable ; yet all 
thefe petty planters, however poor and 
wretched they apparently are, have one flave 
who fhares in their toils and diftrefs. 


STAUNTON, AND THE PRINCIPAL 
MINERAL SPRINGS IN THE NEIGH- 
BOURHOOD. 


On defcending the Blue-Mountains, the 
South-River, or. fouthern branch of the 
Shenandoah, is croffed ; and, before Staun- 
ton is reached, the creeks Chriftian and 
Lewis are pafled, which, at a few miles dj- 
{tance from that {pot, empty themfelves into 
the Shenandoah. 

Staunton is the capital of the county of 
Augufta. From its being in the. centre. of 
a group of -hills, it is one of the places in 
Virginia where the heat is moft intenfe, 
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above all, moit .oppreflive and intolerable, 
Some houfes conftructed on the heights en- 
joy a little more air, but they are command- 
ef by other neighbouring mountains, which 
frequently:prevent the aif ‘from reaching 
them, and very feldom fuffer it to circus 
late. he land in the neighbourhood is 
hot remarkably fruitful. It would be difficult 
to account for this {fpot having been chofen 
for the fite ofa town in preference to others, 
but for the numerous fprings of excellent 
water, and a rivulet, which burfting from a 
hill near the town, turns two mills, and 
might turn many more if there were money 
enough to eftablith them, and a fufficient 
quantity of corn to be ground. The fmall 
rivulet forms the Midd/e-River, which em- 
pties itfelf mto the Shenandoah. 

The moft frequented ‘road to the ‘fweet, 
warm, and hot fprings at “Greenbriar, and 
from thence to Kentucky, paffes through 
Staunton, and makes it a confiderable tho- 
roughfare. Fight inns are eftablifhed there, 
thtee of which~“are large, and frequently 
full: ~The warm and dot Jprings are in the 
county of Augufta, towards the fource of 


James- 
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James-River. They are eight miles diftant 
from each other, and ftrongly impregnated 
with fulphur. The temperature of the warm 
Spring is ninety-two degrees of Fahrenheit, 
which are equal to twenty-fix degrees and 
two thirds of Reaumur; that of the hot 
Springs one hundred and twelve degrees of 
Fahrenheit, equal to thirty-fix degrees and 
five ninths of Reaumur. ‘Thefe two {prings 
_ are confidered to be very efficacious in rheu- 
matic complaints, and in all cafes where it 
is néceflary to purify the blood. ‘The Sweet 
Springs are in the county of Botetourt, forty 
miles from the others, and near another fource 
of James-River. They are quite cold, The 
accommodations are not remarkably good in 
any of thefe three places, although they are 
much frequented. 

Staunton contains about eight hundred 
inhabitants, a fourth of whom are negroes. 
The houfes are tolerably well built. From 
fifteen to eighteen ftores receive the pro- 
duce of the back country, which chiefly 
confifts in wheat, Indian corn, rye, hemp, 
linfeed, wax, and honey. Pretty large quan- 
tities of bear-fkins and beaver-fkins are alfo 
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carried thither, as well as ox-hides, for the 
fupply of a tan- -yard, which has been efta- 
blifhed in the place. The goods fold by the 
{tore-keepers are brought direétly from Bal- 
timore, yet more frequently from Philadel- 
phia, as the {mall capitals of the merchants 
of Richmond do not allow them to give as 
long credit as the Staunton traders can ob-« 
tain in thofe two large cities, where. they 
alfo find a cheaper market. The trade of 
Staunton has decreafed of late years on ac- 
count of the eftablifhment of feveral {mall 
towns in the county of Greenbriar, as the 
ftore-keepers in thofe places buy up fome 
of the commodities which were formerly 
bro yught to Staunton, and fupply the fame 
parts of the country with articles of mer- 
chandize which were originally fupplied by 
Staunton. 

Two market- days are weekly kept in the 
town, but the market is badly furnifhed 
with provifions.. Meat fells at fix pence a 
pound. Flour fetches.about eleven dollars 
the barrel ; it is fine and white, and ofa 
tafte infinitely fuperior to that on the other 
fide of the Blue-Mountains. The price of 

a towh- 
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a town-lot of one acre varies according to 
its pofition, from fixty to a hundred dollars. 
This country is not free from bilious fevers ° 
in autumn, yet they are lefs frequent than 
in the low countries. Four phyficians are 
eftablifhed in this {mall town, whofe practice 
is very extenfive. 

A newfpaper is -publifhed at Staunton 
twice a-week, and another is received there 
every week from Winchefter. “Thefe pa- 
pers, it is true, are rather warm in defence 
of the French caufe, yet they are written 
with moderation, and never attack direétly 
or indirectly the government of the United 
States. As far as Iam able to judge, they 
are but little read. 

I had a confiderable inflammation in my 
eyes, which increafed to fuch a degree, that 
on my arrival at Staunton I was abfolutely 
blind. In order to get rid of it, I was 
obliged to have recourfe to bleeding, phytic, 
and blifters, and to remain four days in that 
{mall town. This diftemper, which 1 caught 
at Monticello, is very common throughout 
this country in the hotteft part of the feafon, 
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efpecially with thofe who expofe themfelves 
to the fun. 

During my ftay at the inn where I lodg- 
ed, I faw great numbers of travellers. pafs 
by, who were either merchants or fellers of 
land, going to Greenbriar and Carolina, or 
perfons on their way to the medicinal {prings 
for relief from rheumatic pains, or other 
maladies, which they-had contraéted in the 
low countries. The political opinions they 
delivered in the courfe of converfation were 
remarkably good. ‘The declaration made by 
the Prefident, that he will not be a candi- 
date at the next eleGtion, was the common 
topic; and while they unanimoufly declared 
that Mr. Jefferfon fhould be his fucceffor, 
they were at the fame time clearly of opi- 
nion that nothing could repair his lofs. 

4 prefbyterian church has been built at 
Staunton ; it is well frequented every Sun- 
day by the followers of that fe&t, as well as 
by perfons of different religious perfuafions. 
A Baptift preacher delivers now and then a 
fermon in this church, which does not, how- 
ever, make the leaft alteration in the com- 
polition of the audience. 


The 
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Lhe inhabitants of ‘Staunton, like, the 


generality. of» Virginians, are fond of ¢amb- 
ling’ a and betting -. I witnefled® thete two 
miferable ae races. The beft horfe was 


not, worth fixty dollars, and the bets 
amounted to three or four hundred. - But 
as money is by no means plentiful, they lay 
knives, watches, &c. c&c.~ 1 have’ feen 
twelve watches depofited. in» the hands. of 
the. fame umpire. With: refpect to’ the 
manners of the people here,2 they are’ in 
general much like thofe of Richmond, nor 
are they actuated by a fuperior detire to dif- 
charge the debts which they contra¢t. 


TOUR FROM STAUNTON TO WIN- 
CHESTER. KEYSSEL-TOWN. 


The road from Staunton to Wainchetter 
runs into two directions, ten, miles from the 
former place, but the two roads thus formed 
join again thirty miles farther on. We had 
been advifed to ftrike into the old road, as 
being the beft, and we preferred it ac- 
cordingly ; I fay we, for Mr. Guillemard 


had rejol ned me. The road as far as that 
N 4 fork 
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fork, and even far beyond it, offers no in- 
teref{ting objects ; it is good, but, to judge 
from the nature of the ground, it muft be 
almoft impaflable in winter.. Rocks are very 
numerous; the habitations do not ftand ata 
great diftance from the road, but they have 
a mean appearance. 

Fourteen miles from Staunton, a woman 
who keeps an inn, or at leaft who affumed 
the title in an advertifement over her door, 
was not able to furnifh us a breakfaft in 
her hut, the mot filthy and nafty I have 
hitherto met with throughout America 
Three miles farther on, we were at con- 
fiderable pains to obtain one, which fell 
much fhort of fatisfying the calls of hunger. 
As we could not entertain the leat hopes 
of getting a dinner at Sna ip’s (this is. the 
name of the matter of this fecond inn), we 
were compelled.to brave the intolerable heat 
of the noon-tide fun, and to proceed four 
miles farther on, to Keyffel-Town, a town 
which, thouch only twenty years old, is al- 
ready falling into decay. It is an aflemblage 
of about twenty miferable ‘houfes, four of 
which are whifky-houfes. The land is 


generally 
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generally good, and fetches upon an ave- 
rage from fifteen to feventeen dollars the 
acre; but uplands fell only for four or five. 
Keyffel-Town ftands clofe to the Peaked- 
Mountains, a ridge which ftretches, without 
the leaft interruption, from the northern 
branch of the Shenandoah to Newton, that 
is, about fixty miles in a direétion parallel to 
the Blue-Mountains, which are fifteen miles 
diftant. ‘This chain is, in fac, only a con- 
tinuation of the fame mountain: for the 
fummit forms throughout its whole extent 
a ftraight Jine, uninterrupted by flight dif- 
ferences in point of form. The ftate of 
culture is here much the fame as in all the 
preceding diftricts; large quantities of land 
in poffeffion of the fame owner, and put 
into cultivation ‘until they are completely 
exhaufted. Hemp, which grows very fine, 
is cultivated throughout the whole of this 
country, but flax is merely attended to on 
account of the feed. The number of cattle 
is very confiderable, but they are conftantly 
keptin the woods. There are but very few 
farmers who {tall them, even in winter, 
although the froft is for three months very 
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fevere: they then ftrew a few handfuls of 
bad hay before the door, which thefe poor 


ch We Lick 7 


lean animals comé to eat; and this muft 
laft until the next day, when they return 


for the fame»fcanty fupply.. Dung is con- 
fequently little valued in this country. Al. 
though this is the general method, yet there 


~ 


are fome exceptions for the better. 
On the journey from Staunton to Keyffel- 
Town we pafs the northern branch of the 
Shenandoah, and the Middle-Creek. Two 
phyficians and four inn-keepers conttitute 
the principal population of Keyffel-Town, 
One of the phyficians is alfo mafter of an 
‘inn ; the other, a German by birth, formerly 
employed in the Dutch fervice at Batavia 
and the Cape of Good Hope in the hofpi- 
tals, enjoys, it is faid, fome reputation in 
the country. - We were told that people 
frequently come forty miles. to confult him. 
His name is Dr. Hall; we faw him; he 
feems to pofiefs more knowledge than phy- 
ficians generally do in this country ; but this 
diftinction is no peculiar ground of praife. 
‘This do¢tor, who arrived in America four- 
teen years ago, has fucceflively refided in the 
{tate 
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{tate of New-York, Jerfey, and different 
parts of. Virginia. In the laft inftance he 
quitted the weftern. mountains, three years 
fince, to fettle in Keyflel-Town; he fold for 
fifteen hundred dollars ninety acres of land, 
and a houfe, which two years before he had 
purchafed for two hundred and forty, and 
where he had actually made fome impreve- 
ments. I mention. this faét, becaufe in- 
{tances of a fimilar kind feldom happen in 
this country. They depend undoubtedly 
on peculiar circumftances ; for, as has al-. 
ready been obferved, the increafe of the 
price of land in Virginia is far from keep- 
ing pace with the. rapid progreflion it ex- 
periences in the northern States, and which 
feems to commence in South-Carolina.— 
Meat is fold for three pence a pound, and 
frefh pork for from four to five. Some in- 
habitants of thefe parts buy up falt pork in 
Greenbriar-County, and retail it here. They 
purchafe it for five pence, and fell it for nine. 
We faw at Mr. Snap’s a waggon loaded with 
thirty hundred weight of this article, which 
was to be fold in the environs of Fredes 
rickiburg. The foil confifts in general of 

calcareous 
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calcareous earth, and the uppermoft layer 
is clay, which is frequently fo red, that you 
would fuppofe it to be of a ferruginous na- 
ture. ‘The habitations are pretty numerous, 
but mean and poor. Some mills on the: 
creek do not look quite fo wretched; but 
there is not one good houfe, not one good 
ftable, and not one good barn, even on the 
ef{tates of the moft confiderable farmers, 


FREY. 


The houfe of one Pickering, twelve miles 
from Keyfiel-Town, had been pointed out 
to us aS a comfortable manfion. We did 
not find Pickering there, but Frey, a Ger- 
man, to whom the former fold it laft year, 
and who had eftablifhed himfelf here fome 
weeks before our arrival. The houfe was 
in fo wretched a ftate as to be feen through 
on all fides: there was nothing toeat either 
for man or horfe, nor was there any drink to 
be got but whitky. We were, however, 
obliged to content ourfelves with this hut ; 
for it was night, and we fhould have been 


obliged to travel four miles more in fearch 
of 
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of another inn, which perhaps might not 
have been better. We accordingly accom- 
modated ourfelves to. circumftances, and were 
informed that this Frey, the fon of a Ger- 
man, came laft year from Reading, and paid 
three hundred and: twenty: dollars for his 
houfe, two diftilleries, which belong to it, 
and fixty-two acres of good land. ‘This tract 
of country is peopled by one and. the fame 
fort of emigrants, who come from. Lancatter 
and Reading, good fubje¢ts, honeit people, 
middling cultivators ; but awkward, rude, 
uninformed, and dirty. . Thefe qualities and 
inconveniences characterize all the fettlers 
in America. who are Germans, or fons of 
Germans. 

The air here is fo intenfely hot, and the 
rays of the fun beat with fuch violence, at 
this feafon of the year,, that to render tra- 
velling during the day at all tolerable, it 1s 
neceflary to depart even before daybreak ; 
and to reft from feven or eight in the morn- 
ing till five in the evening; when the tra- 
veller. muft fet forward again, to make a 
moderate day’s journey before: the arrival of 
night. With thefe hours one. can feldom 


] 
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proceed more than five and twenty miles 4 
day ; for it is neceflary, both to the ridep 
and his horfe, to travel at an eafy pace, 
The fun begins to fcorch as foon as it rifes ; 
at five in the morning the heat is already 
inconvenient ; in the evening it is exceffive 
till fun-fet; and even long after the fun is 
down, the ground and all the furrounding 
objects are impregnated with heat, and cons, 
tinue to reflect it upon the traveller. But 
after all, though the air is fultry through the 
whole day, I have always fuffered lefs from 
it than from: the burning rays of the fun, 
which to me were terrible, And very Of 
ten, in defpight of the management I have 
talked of, the traveller lofes the advantage 
of part of his precautions, from the want of 
imns at convenient diftances ; being com; 
pelled, whatever he may endure, to proceed 
further into the morning than ereht o’clock, 
and to begin his journey again earlier than 
five in the evening. This happened to us 
yefterday, which was the 5th of July. We 
could find no place to reft at, till noon; 
and were obliged to fet out again at four, 
to reach our miferable inn by the time 

night 
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night began to fall. Travelling in this 
manner defeats the intention of one who 
travels from curiofity ; for, befide his being 
in danger of falling fick, he arrives at the 
end of his day’s journey fo fatigued as’to be 
mcapable of exertion, and unfit for enquiry. 
He can fearcely go twenty paces from his 
inn, to fee an obje& worthy of being vifited ; 
and has barely ftrength to fupport a languid 
exiftence. 

Newmarket was the firft place where 
we {topped ; it is eight miles diftant from 
eur wretched night-quarters, from’ which 
we were not able to fet out as foon as 
we could have wifhed. The afpedct of the 
country does not offer the leaft variety of 
views. On fome farms we now and then 
fee barns, better ftocked then they generally 
are in this part of the country ; but the 
h 


dwellings are all {mall log-houfes, and | 


rr 


© 


culture is bad. Between Frey’s inn and 
Newmarket the two branches of the road 
join again into one. Newmarket is a more 
confiderable place than Keytlel-Town;. the 
buildings are much of the fame conftruétion, 
but in a better condition. It is alfo fituated 
ia more extenfive plain than we have feen 
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in:our travels between the mountains. ~Ag 
tothe price of commodities, the manners of 
the inhabitants, and the. culture of the foil, 
the difference is fo very trifling, as not’ to 


deferve any notice. 


THE VALLEY AND RIVER. SHENAN- 
DOAH. PEATON. 


After an up and down hill journey of five 
miles farther on a road filled. with loofe 
{tones, we entered the valley of Shenan- 
doah, where meadows become more fre- 
quent. The heat of the day did not allow 
us to proceed farther than Peaton’s houfe, 
where, contrary to what we had been led 
to expect, we found the beft accommoda- 
tion we have met with fince we left Staun- 
ton. Peaton kept formerly an inn, but 


having bought, a twelvemonth fince, a 


~ 


pretty confiderable eftate at. the foot of 
the Blue Mountains, this new acquifition. 
engrofies almoft his whole time and atten- 
tion. His wife and children continue, how- 
ever, im his ancient habitation, where he 
has taken down the ficn, but continues to 

receive 
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receive traveilers who choofe to {top at. his 
houfe.. The difference between thefe houfes, 
which are pretty numerous in Virginia, and 
ins, or ordinaries as they are called in this 
State, is, that in the latter all perfons are 
admitted without diftin@ion, but in the for- 
mer none are received but travellers. They 
are thus.exempted from ‘noife, drunken quar- 
rels, bad payment, and the charges for a li- 
cence. For fuch houfes, therefore, if they 
are well known, it is a clear profit to take 
down the fign.’ But the inn-keepers look 
upon them with a jealous eye, and do not 
point them out to travellers; and but for 
the heat of the fun, which forced us to feek 
fhelter wherever we hoped we might beable 
to obtain it, we fhould not have {topped at 
’eaton’s. We were very well treated there, 
and if we had not been fortunate enough to 
have {topped, we fhould have been obliged 
to go ten mules farther to find even a bad 
inn. Befides, it was high time for us to 
{top ; for I felt already the fymptoms of a 
fever, which prevented me from proceeding 
any farther in the evening air. 
Wheat is cultivated in this part of the 
Yor. III. QO country, 
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country, as in all the preceding diftrigs, 
The. harvett has but juft begun, although the 
wheat is over-ripe. It is much infected with 
the rot, and mowed with the fickle as in 
Europe. On the other fide of the Blue 
Mountains, prejudices, ignorance, and the 
habits of the negroes, oppofe the introd 3 
tion of the fickle, although fome farmers, 
who-are aware that the ufual mode of mow- 
ing with the fcythe caufes a confiderable 
of grain, with to introduce it. But 
moft of them are incapable of obfervation 
or reflection. Mowing with the fcythe being 
the ufual way, they think, in common with 
the negroes, that it is the beft.. But here, 
where the white people work themfelves 
vith the negroes, and where a great number 
of hufbandmen arrive from countries where 
the fickle is made ufe of, they find no diffi. 
culty in mowing with the. fickle, ». The price 
of land.is here much the fame as in Keyfiel. 
Town; it is confequently twice as dear as 
land of the fame quality on the other fide of 
the Blue Mountains. 

We meet frequently in the road heavy 
waggons, covered with {trong linen, and 


f{emetimes 
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fometimes alfo with bear-fkins, drawn by 
four or fix horfes. It is in fuch waggons 
that the produce of the country ef Teneflee, 
Kentucky, and the back parts of Virginia, 
as well as {kins and hides, are conveyed to 
the ports of Alexai idria, but more frequently 
to thofe of Baltimore and Philadelphia, and 
they bring back 1m return the productions of 


Europe and the colonies. 
JOURNEY TO STRASBURGH. 


A quarter of a mile from Peaton’s houfe 
we'cro{s the river Senn pine is 
rather narrow, but very clear there, and flows 
in a deep bed, often obftructed by rocks. 
The banks of it are, in fome inftances, co- 
vered with fine natural grafs. The country 
we traverfe, as far as Wood/tock, has but few 
am is tolerably inhabited, and is more open 

oe ore; but the houfes gain nothing 
either in point of convenience or outward 
appearance. Woodftock is the capital of 
the county of Shenandoah. This town 
chiefly confifts of log-houfes, and contains 
from feventy to eighty houfes, a court-houfe, 
O 2 | and 
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and a bad prifon, like all the towns of the 
county. It was formerly named Millers. 
Town, after the name of the proprietor of 
ground on which it was built ; but the legif- 
Jature of Virginia, which feveral years ago 


had changed this fy{tem of nomenelature, 


wy 


has given it the prefent name. Some fad- 
dlers, carpenters, {miths, hatters, and even 
watch-makers, have eftablifhed themfelves 
in this {mall town, which is inhabited by 
Germans, as, in faét; are all the other places 
in this part of Virginia. Negroes are not 
numerous, and only to be found in large 
families; there are no more than five uta? 
dred of them in this county, and the whole 
population amounts nearly to 12,000 inhabi- 
tants. 

Between Woodftock andStra/burgh, for- 
merly, Stovers-Town, the ground is extremely 
ftony, and the habitations are very few. A 
mile on this fide of Strafburgh the {pecies of 
wood fhews that the foil is better ; the whole 
{cene is changed, the country opens, the: 
chain of Peaked Mountains terminates, and 
we defcend into what may be called the 
yalley of Shenandoah ; for it is on this point 

| where 
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where it really begins, at leaft for the tra- 
veller. Meadows well furnifhed with timo- 
thy-grafs and clover are interfperfed with 
fields of wheat and Indian corn, and with 
orchards, which abound with apple«trees in 
this diftrict, Land cofts here from eighteen 
to twenty-eight dollars the acre, and there 
is but little to be fold in this town, which 
is entirely inhabited either by Germans, or 
children of Germans. The fields are ma+ 
nured, and produce from fifteen to twenty 
five bufhels of wheat per acre. They plough 
with horfes, none of which can be bought 
under one hundred and twenty dollars, al« 
though the recent fall in the price of flour 
has alfo leffened their value, as well as that 
of all commodities. 

The farmers find no difficulty in procure 
ing white labourers, whom they pay at the 
rate of ten dollars per month, half a dollar 
per day, and four ‘fhillings during the har- 
veit.. The cows :are very fine, they are 
bred in the country; and fold for twenty dol- 
lars. Confiderable numbers of cattle are 
reared, and more particularly fattened in 
the paftures, and then, as well as the fhee 

O 3 and 
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hich are alfo very numerous, fent 
,arkets of Baltimore and Philadel. 
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shia. ‘Che wool, not ufed in families for 
manufaéturme necefflary clothing, ‘ferves to 
fupport fome hat- matiufactories, ‘which have 
been eftablifhed in the country. Some mer- 
chants of the town paleate of {mall far- 
mers the whole produce of their land, but 
‘he rich landholders fend it themfelves to 
Philadelphia. Flour fetchés, at this moment 
but feven dollars per barrel at Strafburgh, 
and meat three pence a pound. Strafbureh 
contains two churches ;°an Anglican, which 
is called the high church in this country, and 
a Prefbyterian-meeting. 

Before we reached the town, we found in 
the woods feveral fnakes near the road; 
among others, a black ferpent, thin, long, 
and which glides with great {wiftnefs, and 
the fnake known by the nathe of the olafs- 
fnake, from its being as tranfparent and brit= 
tle as glafs.. They were about two er three 


. feet long, and neither of them venomous. 


NEW- 
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NEW-TOWN. 


The country continues beautiful and open 
as far as New-Town, but is lefs inhabited 
than I expected from what I had read and 
heard. One or two handfome houfes of 
planters are feen from the road; they are 
more numerous, it is faid, on the banks of 
the river Shenandoah, from which we con- 
{tantly removed toa greater diftance, after 
we had paffed Peaton’s houfe, fifteen miles 
diftant from New-Town. The land-is good, 
and its culture and produce are much the 
fame as in the vicinity of Strafburgh. New- 
Town, formerly named Stevenfourg, is a 
{mall town, fomewhat lefs confiderable than 
Strafburgh. It contains five hundred inhabi- 
tants, and is peopled, like the whole country, 
by German families. White labourers are 
procured there as eafily as at Strafburgh, and 
receive nearly the fame wages; yet during 
the laft harveft they refufed to work for 
lefs than a bufhel of wheat per day, which 
the farmers were obliged to give, left they 
fhould lofe their harveft. ‘he market-price 

O 4 at 











at Alexandria, whither ail the flour of the 
country is carried, fixes that-of New-Town, 
with the difference of two dollars anda half, 
chick are deducted for freight. Laft year 
a barrel of flour brought as much as twelve 
dollars and a half at New-Town; but at this 
time it cofts no more than fix dollars. Great 

at New-Town, as in every 
other part of the valley, a confiderable num- 


pianters only have 


ber of negroes; {mall farmers keep only one 
or two, and work along with them. 

There is no church at New-Town ; we 
eldom ‘meet with any in Virginia where 
divine fervice is performed; from time to 
time we fee indeed old buildings called 
meeting-places, but no fermons are delivered 
there, no prayers read, and they do not of 
courfe deferve the name of church. 

At New-Town we took leave of Mr. Dan- 
dridge, who flept at Peaton’s the fame night 
we did, and in whofe company. we travelled 
the laft two days. Mr. Dandridge was fe- 
cretary to the Prefident, and left him two 
or three months. ago. The circumitance 
that the Prefident had appointed another 
fecretary in his room was recorded in ‘the 

chronique 
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chronique fcandaleufe of ‘Philadelphia, with a 
variety of comments and {peculations on the 
motives of this feparation; in fhort, this do- 
meftic tranfaétion in the houfe of the Prefi- 
dent was canvaffled with all the curiofity, 
ignorance, and loquacity, of a large fociety 
of idlers; and the newfpapers re-echoed this 
empty noife of fuppofition and. conje@ure, 
which are apparently without any ground. 
However this may be, Mr. Dandridge was 
returning from the county of Greenbriar, 
where he had infpected fome eftates belong- 
ing to the Prefident, and was now going to 
rejoin him at Mont-Vernon... We found 
in him a very pleafant. companion, and he 
feemed as much concerned at his parting 
from us as we were to leave him. He-is a 
man of a very refpectable character. 


WINCHESTER. 


The plantations increafe both in number 
and fize, as we approach Winchefter, which 
lies but cight miles from New-Lown.. It 
is the capital of Frederick-County, contains 
upwards of two thoufand inhabitants, and 
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s built tolerably well, in the midft of rocks, 
which circumitance, however, does not pres 
vent many of the inhabitants from building 
houtes of wood. It is very difficult to cone 
ceive the motives that led to the conftruction 
of a town on this fpot, where only as much 
water is found as is required for the ufe of 
the houfes, and which is upwards of twenty 
miles diftant from all havigation 3 it would 
have been far more advantageoufly fituated 
on the banks of the Shenandoah. The 
rivulet which {upplies the families of Win- 
chefter with water in abundance, is the 
fource of Qpeckan-Creck, that empties itfelf 
in a north-eaft direGtion into the Potowmack. 
Winchefter carries on a confiderable trade 
for its inland pofition, in the midft of a 
country which is, as yet, fo thinly inhabited. 
It fends to Alexandria the whole produce of 
the upper country, and draws from Bal itimore, 
but efpecially from Philadelphia, all forts of 
dry goods: the traffic, both in buying and 
feiting, 3 Is Carried on with ready money. 

The preference which is given here to 
Philadelphia over Alexandria, i regard to 
the purchafe of dry goods, refts on the fame 

grounds 
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srounds as it does in other places of this 
upper part of Virginia, From the greater 
wealth poffeffed by. the merchants of that 
city, they are able to sive longer credit; 
they receive the goods from the firft hands, 
and confequently can fell them cheaper ; 
their warehoufes being plentifully ftocked 
with merchandize, the buyers can alfo fuit 
themfelves better—circumftances, none of 
which take place at Alexandria, and which 
being lefs combined at Baltimore than at 
Philadelphia, caufed the latter to be reforted 
to in preference to the former, notwithftand- 
ing its greater diftance : it is by land that all 
thefe productions and commodities are con- 
veyed to Alexandria, and arrive from Phila- 
delphia. The carriage from Philadelphia 
to Winchefter cofts from four to five dollars 
per h indred weight ; and from Winchetter 
to Alexandria, two dollars anda half, as it 
does from New=Town. Heavy merchan- 
dize, fuch as grocerys is at times fent by fea 
from Philadelphia to Alexandria, whence 
it is conveyed to Winchefter in waggons, 
which, if not obliged to go back empty from 
want of a lead, are paid at. the rate of one 


dollar 
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dollar and a half per hundred weight... The 
produce fent from Winchefter confifts chiefly 
of flour. ‘The environs of this place, as well 
as the back country, whence it draws the 
necefiary fupplies of provifions, abound in 
wheat; mulls are very numerous in that dj- 
ftrict; hemp, fome linfeed, hats and. hard- 
ware, great quanties of which are manufac. 
tured in Frederick-County, are alfo produc- 
tions of this country. Upward S$ of f thirty well- 
ftocked ftores, or fhops, have been opened at 
Winchefter; the value of European good, 
which it yearly draws from Phitacsliitaiag or 
Baltimore, is eftimated at two hundred thou- 
fand pounds, or fix hundred fixty-fix thou- 
fand fix hundred and fixty-fix dollars; they 
fell at Winchefter thirty per cent dokose 
than in the former places. 

- The profeffion of a lawyer is as lucrative 
in Winchefter as in all the other parts of 
Virginia. More than twenty of them find 
conftant practice, and are in thriving cir- 
cumftances. Mechanics are found in abun- 
dance; even a coach- -maker, and fevera] 
watch-makers, have fettled there. Five | 
churches have been: built at Winchefter ; a 

ones: Roman 
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Roman Catholic, an Anglican, a Prefby- 
terian, a German Lutheran church, and a 
Methodift meeting-houfe, but without any 
minifters being peculiarly attached to them. 
The Enghth minifter refides on the ‘other 
fide of the Blue Ridge, and only comes from 
time to time. The Roman Catholic curate, 
who lives in Maryland, vifits this place alfo 
when he choofes; and fo do the reft. .- The 
methodift meeting-houfe excepted, divine 
fervice is thus performed here by itinerant 
priefts, who are not in the habit of travel- 
jing much in Virginia for the purpofe of 
propagating religious truths. But, on the 
other hand, it is certain that the number of 
saming-tables has of late much increafed in 
this town, and they are all of them. affidu- 
oufly frequented. This is a fort of worthip, 
in the obfervance of which but few Virgi- 
nians incur the charge of infidelity. 

Betfides an indifferent prifon; and a very 
decent court-houfe, Winchefter contains 4 
fine building deftined for the poor. The 
expence of this. houfe, which’ is kept but 
very carelefsly, is raifed by a poll-tax on 
white people and negroes. °: The poor, how- 


ever, 
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ever, do not derive all the advantage it might 


ford if the public money were hufbanded 
with more economy. I have not been able 
to procure much minute information relative 
to the management of this houfe; but I have 
{cen enough of it, to induce me not to with 
for further particulars. Befides my opinion 
on this fpecies of eftablifhments is fixed. 
They afford in a bad and imperfect manner 
the affiftance which the poor have a right to 
claim from fociety. The care of old and 
infirm people, fupported by the public, would 
xe far more ufefully entrufted to private fa- 
milies for a reafonable compenfation ; and 
thus public charity would be confined to the 
fole clafs of the poor who really deferve it. 
Alms-houfes for the indigent are fources of 
poverty; for they muft be inhabited, and 
even filled. The idler confiders them as un- 
failing refources, and is thus encouraged in 
his adlenefs ; while a wicked fon fees in 
them a certain retreat for his. father and 
mother, which hardens him in his guilty dif- 
pofition not to affift them.in diftrefs, &c. &c. 

If in old ftates, which are extremely po- 
pulous and gangrened with mifery and vice, 
the 
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the eftablifhment of hofpitals for the poor 
fhould be deemed ufeful, their number ought 
at leaft to be confined within the bounds of 
indifpenfable neceffity. Now this neceflity 
exifts not, nor can it exift, in an infant 
country hke America, which abounds in the 
means of fubfittence, placed within the reach 
of every body; where every family may 
eafily fupport fuch of its members as are re- 
duced to penury by old age or infirmities; 
where the number of thofe who have no re- 
lations to retreat to in fuch a fituation, if 
there fhould ex:ft any, is at leaft very fmall; 
and where private charity is excited by the 
very {carcity of thofe who need alms. 

It is a painful duty to acknowledge that 
poor-houfes are far more frequently the re- 
{fults of the vanity of cities, and of the in- 
dolence of thofe who ought to attend to the 
relief of the poor, than the effects of true 
humanity. The importance of enacting wife 
laws with refpect to mendicants is not yet 
fufficiently-felt ; the tafk is, indeed, difficult ; 
but they are intimately connected with the 
profperity of a great nation, and-with the 
happinefs of all its members, 
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Two or three pitiful fchools form all the 
refources of the inhabitants of Winchefter for 
the education of their children. 

The town contains ten or twelve inns, 
large and fmall, which are often fully Tt 
lies im the way of all travellers who proceed 
to the back parts of Virginia, to Ten effee, 
or to the mineral {prings in the counties of 


Aucutta and Be: Kley. Many families which 
are em ior ating into the new countries alfo 


i 


pats through Winchefter. In the courfe of 
Jaft year upwards of four‘ thoufand perfons 
palied through the place, who were going to 
fettle in iene flee’or Kentucky. 

A well-{tocked market is held there twice 
aweek. The price of meat is five pence a 
pound; a pair of fowls cofts from two to 
three fhillings,; and butter eleven’ pence a 
pound. Every inhabitant has a garden, 
which produces the neceffary vegetables for 
his confumption. Board and fodging coft 
five dollars a week. Negroes are very nu- 
merous in Winchefter; but white labourers 
are not eafily procured, and receive higher 
wages than in moft places of the nerghbours 
ing counties. 


The 
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The population of the county amounts to 
above twenty-one thoufand fouls, four thous 
fand five hundred of whom are negro flaves, 


BERKLEY-COUNTY. CHARLESTOWN. 


Although dwelling-houfes: and plantations 
are tolerably numerous between Winchefter 
and Charleftown, yet the country is ftill: co- 
vered with wood to fuch a degree, that the 
eye does not enjoy any of the pleafant views 
which this fine traét of land, bounded on. the 
right and left by the’ beautiful chains of the 
Blue and North Mountains, would offer, if 
it were well cleared. A few miles from the 
town the toad takes a north-eaft direGtion to- 
wards the Potowmack. Along the firft part 
of this road only fmall and wretched habi- 
tations are to be feen; and it is not until 
we enter the county of Berkley, eleven miles 
from Winchefter, that the plantations be- 
come more confiderable, the fields more ex- 
tenfive, and better cultivated, and that the 
whole landicape affumes an appearance of 
wealth. The dwelling-houfes are, in ge- 
neral, better built, and fome which belong 
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to rich “planters have a handfome: appear- 
ance’: but: woods predominate ftill too much, 
and more ground lies uncleared than would 
fuffice to fupport a population thirty times 

more numerous than it is “at prefent. | 
Charleftown is a {mall place, built within 
thet’ téiy or twelve years, confifting of about 
forty houfes.- The inhabitants of this place 
and its environs are moftly emigrants from 
the lower parts of Virginia. ~ A few of them 
came from Pennfylvania, and thefe are all 
Germans. This diftriét 1s inhabited by more 
opulent planters than any other of the valley 
we have hitherto traverfed. "The number of 
negroes is confequently confiderable ; and 
white labourers are {carce in proportion: it 
is with great difficulty that'any of the latter 
can be procured during the harveft at the rate 
of two dollars per day. The difficulty of 
finding labourers at that important period 
obliges the farmer to have his wheat cut with 
the {cythe, although he is fully aware of the 
inconvenience: which attends this operation, 
and which is mére confiderable here than 
elfewhere, for the thicknefs of the crops ob- 
ftruéts the a€tion*of the {cythe, and a greater 
quantity 
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quantity of corn is accordingly fhaken,out by 
the, additional forge, .tequired in mowing. it 
downs 51) | It [2 oe 
Landed property. for..fome ‘miles round 
Charleftown is more) divided, ' perhaps, than 
in any other part of Virginia... Very, few. of 
the planters. pofléfs.niore than two thoufand 
acres of Jand, and-feiv.even fo much; «The 
culture is; better, the fields-are better plough- 
ed, befter hufbandéd; and dre even a little 
dunged..;,,Ain acre produces from twenty to 
twenty-five buthels of. wheat; oats are culti- 
vated in abundance? numbers of.-cattle. are 
kept,in the. meadows;,.. The whole! produce 
1s difpofed.of in the fame manner as that. of 
thé:environs of W inchetter, Strafburgh, &c. 
&c. -But: it is from /-Winchefter that. the 
ftores or fhops of Charleftown receive their 
fupplies : none of. the thop-keepers::is. {fuf- 
ciently rich. to draw merchandize’ idireétly 
fromy the. fea-ports, | +f | 
‘Ewo-tolerably good: {chools,-one for Enig- 
lifh, and another for Latin, ate eftablithed:at 
Charleftown, to which children: aréd fre- 
quently fent from,’ Winchetter, The price 
of inftruéction for each pupil at thefé fehools 
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ainounts t6 five dollars: for Englith, and {e- 
venteen for Latin. “The eorporation is build- 
ing a houfe in which thefe two {chools are 
to be united, and is déefifous that a native of 
France would fix himfelf here as teacher of 
the Fretich language. 

A Prefbyterian anda Methodiff church 
have alfo been ereGted in this finall: town, 
andthe» Epifcopalians “have built. another 
two! miles’ farther.) Fhefe three churches 
have minifters, fupported by voluntary con. 
tributions; but ‘their’ allowance is not fuffi- 
cient to relieve them from the neceffity of 
being alfo paid by other congregations, {o 
that divine fervice is: performed at Charlef- 
town every fortnight only, and it is faid that 

enon thefe days’: the churches are but 
ae frequented. 

No'market having been'as yet eftablifhed 
ii Charleftown, every one fupplies himfelf 
with provifions as well as he ‘can. Meat 
cofts! fix: pence a pound, butter nine pence, 
and fowls two: fhillings a:pair. 

This ‘town. is increafing every year, and 
many new houfes are building. The inhabi- 
tants’ affured us,-as in fa&.they did every- 

where; 
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where, that the air-is extremely falubrious ; 
and, to judge from the afpeét of the country, 
nothing feems here, to contradict the affer- 
tion. | 

The culture of wheat extends five or fix 
miles beyond Charleftown. The fields are 
all of a yait extent, and the crops of Indian 
cori: are remarkably-fine, ; The meadows’ 
are alfo. very. rich, but they are few in 
number. 


PASSAGE OF THE POTOWMACK 
THROUGH THE BLUE MOUNTAINS. 
HARPER’S FERRY, 


Two or three miles from Potowmack you 
find a ledge of {mall heights, which always 
precede and follow the high chains of moun- 
tains; they are ftony, and but little cleared 
of wood, and the roads are dreadful. 

At lait we reach the celebrated: point, fo 
much extolled by travellers, and the celebrity 
of which has been greatly increafed by Mr, 
Jefferfon’s Notes—the pointwhere the Potow- 
mack, on receiving the Shenandoah, feems 
to have broken through the Blue Ridge, to 

rs open. 
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open for its waters a pafflage acrofs ‘this grand 
obftacle, ‘by which ~nature intended ‘to: ob- 
tue its courfe. “Phe view-is beautiful and 
majeftic. The Shenandoah fweeps ta 
fouth-eaft dire€tion’‘along ‘the’ Blue Moun- 
tains, aid feems déftined thus to prolong ‘its 
rapid courfe all ‘along this ridge, when’ the 
Potowmack, ‘which flows~{mooth and fall 
from weft’ to. eaft, encounters it at aright 
angle, and increafing the impetus ‘and ‘ra- 
pidity of the Shenandoah, arrefts the natural 
direétion ‘of. the latter, and cartiés atralong 
acrofs thefe-high mountains, which ‘icem: to 
open for the fole purpofe “of letting: them 
pafs. The fcene is grand; 1t deferves to be 
viewed, aiid is worthy of the admiration of 
travellers who delight in the magnificent 
operations of nature. But, however T was 
pleafed with the fight, it did not excite‘in me 
thofe emotions of enthufiafm which f expect- 
ed,“ which I have feveral times experienced 
in the courfe of my life, and which laft year 
affected ‘me {fo ftrongly at the view ‘of the 
falls of’ Niagara, The flight impreffion 
made upon my ‘mind by the fudden en- 
counter -of-the Potowmack and Shenandoah, 

and 
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and by their paflage through the Blue-Ridges, 
is it to be afcribed to the idea. Il had precon- 
ceived, and to the high expectations raifed 
in my mind by the accounts I had heard 
and. read.on this. fubjeét? » But I arrived 
lait year with fimilar, nay ftronger; precon- 
ceptions at. the ftupendous cataract, of Nia- 
gara, and my, aftonifhment.and admiration 
were not diminifhed ;..on,the contrary, they 
grew. ftrongerand itronger every moment, 
while. was.contemplating this wonder of 
nature,. which engaged, as it were, every 
power of my foul; and the emotions it ex- 
cited are ftill prefent to my mind. Is the 
want of enthufiaftie feeling, perhaps, owing 
to. my. actual difpofition, which renders me 
lefs fufceptible of the. charms of- enchant- 
ment? This. may be; my foul has fince 
lait year undoubtedly fuftained fome lofs in 
this, refpect ; yet I am not become abfolutely 
cold and infenfible to the beauties of nature; 
and. I;indulge ina belief, that I,fhall not 
{tand» unfupported in my opinion on this 
grand and beautiful fcene, which I have 


viewed with admiration and delight, but 
P 4 which 
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which appeared to me inferior to the de« 
fcriptions given of it. 

I mutt here obferve, by way of a remark 
on the climate of America, that a very hot 
day was fucceeded, at Harper’s Ferry, by an 
evening fo exceflively cold, that I was obliged 
to put on my great coat to be able for fome 
time to remain in the open air, and that I 
was foon obliged to ftep into the houfe and 
fhut fome of the windows. ‘This tempera- 
ture of the air is not, however, common in 
this place; and the inhabitants were as 
ftrangely and difagreeably affected ‘by’ it as 
myfelf. 

The beautiful valley of Shenandoah, which 
has alfo been more extolled, in my opinion, 
than it deferves, terminates at this point. It 
is a fine country, inhabited by an induftrious 
and active people ; a country, formed by na- 
ture to be rich, and which we do not expect 
to find between thefe two chains ef moun- 
tains, at leaft not in Virginia, after having 
travelled through other parts of that State, 
where fo much aétivity and induftry are 
confidered as things utterly impoffible; yet 

it 
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it is but thinly inhabited in proportion to its 
extent, and to:the length of time fince it firit 
began to be fettled. ‘Scarcely any part of 
it ‘is cultivated with careful attention and 
{kill ; the price of land is very low, improve- 
ments proceed but flowly ; and if we call to 
recollection the plains on the Mohawk-River 
in the north of the State of New-York, we 
muft allow, that the valley of Shenandoah 
deferves the praife of being the fineft part of 
Virginia, but not of all America, as is fre- 
quently afferted' in written and verbal’ ac- 
counts of this valley. It is from a fort of 
fpirit of juftice that I thus expres mytfelf, 
on this part of the country, in a manner dif- 
ferent from that of many others, whofe opi- 
nion may, undoubtedly, have more weight 
than mine; but I have, nevertheleds, pafled 
through this~ valley with fatisfaction and 
pleafure ; and I wifh, for the happinefs of 
the Virginians, that many other parts of 
their State refembles this. The want of 
population would foon be fupphed, and:none 
of the prefent: inhabitants would emigrate 

into other States. 
In the valley of Shenandoah are‘ many 
home- 
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home-manufactories,: which is tarely the cafe 
im any other: part of Virginia... The richeft 
counties in this plain are thofe of Shenan: 
doah, Frederick, and Berkley, efpecially the 
latter. Pigs are bred here in great numbers ; 
they rum now and then into the woods, as 
they do in other parts of Virginia, but they 
return: home almoft every day, and are fed 
there. A confiderable trade in falt pork is 
carried on in this valley. |The. population 
of Berkley-County amounts nearly to twenty- 
three thoufand inhabitants, three thoufand of 
whom are: flaves.: In this county, near the 
Potowmack, is fituatéd ‘the mott frequented 
medicinal {pring in the United States.’ -Al- 
Satie it poffeifes. lefs powerful. qualities 
tham the fprings in the count y of -Augutta, 
and is lefs hot ; yet the beauty! of the coun 
try, and “its iain to the «maritime pro- 
vinces, which :are. the moft populous, the 
neighbourhood: of fome {mall towns, tole- 
rably inhabited, and the great. variety of ac- 
commodations which the village ;that fur- 
rounds the {pring offers'to the guefts, induce 
the Majority of patients to prefer ,it to -the 
other {prines, ) 


GENERAL 
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GENERAL ‘OBSERVATIONS ON® VIR- 
| GINIA. 


On:croffing the Potowmack we enter’ the 
ftate of Maryland.. But:before [bid atatt 
farewel to! Virgima; Lcannot forbearsmaking 
fome general obfervations on this State, which 
is fo. highly interefting on account) of its. va{t 
extent, the great numbervof reprefentatives 
it fendsto Congrefs, the influence which it 
issfuppofed, to have over the Union. in ge- 
neral, and over the fouthern States in’ par- 
ticular; and; Jaftly, on account of the ditter- 
énce of opinion’ entertained. by ats partifans 
atid foes. 

Nature has done» much for Virginia,:per- 
haps more ‘than for anyother ftate ofthe 
Union. ° The foil is; m. general, good, and 
extremely varied’; the climate, no:doubt, as 
rather hot in fummer; the heat; howeves, 
is but little troublefome, for the inhabitants 
are eafily accuftomed to it; on approaching 
or pafling the mountains: it becomes more 
moderate, and tolerable even in the mudft 
of f{ummer : vegetation is wonderfully power- 
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ful in Virginia, and the climate favours the 
culture of almoft all ‘known _produétions. 
Virginia, it 1s true, has no port on the At- 
Jantic; but fhe poflefles a multiplicity of 
harbours on her numerous and _ beautiful 
rivers, the navigation of which admits of 
failing up very. high to receive the’ produce 
of remote diftriéts; and, as has been already 
obferved, the fituation of North-Carolina js 
fuch, that the overplus of the produce in 
grain of that extenfive State muft in a great 
meafure pafs through the hands of the mer- 
chants of Virginia. The want of {ea-ports, 
which is not attended: with any inconyeni- 
ence for Virginia, is, on the other hand, 
productive of the great advantage of being 
iecure in time of war from the infults of the 
enemy, who, in order to burn its: towns of 
plunder the country, would be obliged either 
to land in another State, or! to venture into 
the Chefapeak. Thefe immenfe advantages 
are: mcontrovertibly - poffeffed. by. Virginia, 
whofe lower parts, although unhealthful, yet 
are not more fo than thofe of Maryland, of 
fome diftritts of Pennfytvania, and of the 
State of New-York, and are certainly more 

falubrious 
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falubrious than the lower parts of the two 
Carolinas and Georgia. Virginia alfo enjoys 
the great additional advantage of bemg al- 
moft entirely free from all dangerous atli- 
thals. The rattle-fnake is uncommon to 
fuch a degree, that a great many inhabitants 
who live in the woods never heard it men- 
toned. Let us now confider, whether Vir- 
ginia has improved thefe great advantages 
by her conftitution, laws, and civil relations ; 
what is her real ftrength, her ftrength in re- 
tation to the other ftates, and what are her 
refources. 

The conftitution of Virginia was formed 
the firft of any of the United States; it 1S 
Hkewife the moft imperfect. Reprefenta- 
tion, the firft bafis of every democratical 
conftitution, is unequal in this ftate. Each 
county fends two reprefentatives to the le- 
giflature = but thefe counties vary in point of 
population {fo very much, that fome furnifh 
only one company of militia, while others 
-aife four battalions. Thus the proportional 
difference of reprefentation between the 
counties ig as one tofixteen. “Fhe organiza- 
tion, of the femate is, in this point of view, 

equally 
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equally, defective. In regard to the eleGtion 
of fenators the State is divided into twelve 
diftricts, which are compofed of;an unequal 
number. of counties. Ten of thefe diftriGs 
lie between the fea and the Blue-Ridge, and 
two only are fituated beyond the mountains, 
In this latter part of the State the population 
is net fo great as in that which is called Old 
Virginia: but it will. foon become equal to 
it, becaufe many of the inhabitants of the old 
fettlements emigrate either into the weitern 
diftriés, or beyond the mountains ; at pre- 
fent even, it is more than half that of the 
other... There is, then, a ftriking inequality 
likewife in-the reprefentation. of the {enate, 
which is not compoled,: like that of the fe. 
nate of the Union, and of -fome other States, 
of elements different from thofe of the houfe 
of reprefentatives, The governor. is a mere 
fhadow of authority, he has not .the power 
of performing any aét but by the advice of 
his executive council, compofed. of eight 
perfons, two only of whom go out every 
year, according to-the choice of the legifla- 
ture. ‘Thus the pofiibility that many of the 
members will hold their feats in the . council 


for 
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for life gives them confidérable influence, and 
adds a total want of authority to the impof- 
fibility of acting in which the governor is 
placed by the conftitution. 

This conftitution is alfo objected to on the 
¢round of its not being the work. of a-con- 
vention appointed ad hoc, but having been 
made by the legiflature which exifted under 
the Englifh dominion, and which, after hav- 
ing fhaken‘off the Britifh yoke, modelled the 
conftitution, without having been elected 
and affembled for that purpofe, as in® the 
other ftates. - This reproach might have had 
fome foundation, although the circumitances 
in which the legiflature was placed at that 
time reduce it almoft to nothing ; but at this 
time it is altogether unfair, becaufe the con- 
{titution, made by an aflembly whether com- 
petent or otherwile, has been adopted by the 
whole ftate, and followed thefe twenty years 
paft without the leaft objection. Whatever, 
therefore,:may be its advantages or incon- 
veniénces, its origin fhould not be now a 
matter of reproach. Such as it is, it meets 
with much cenfure in the ftate; and the 
number of thofe who loudly demand an-ab 
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teration, although from different. motives, ig 
very confiderable. _The law which places 
Janded property out of the reach of ‘creditors 
mm the recovery of debts would be immoral 
in any country, and under any government 
whatever. In countries where’ ariftocracy 
forms the leading principle of government, 
and it 1s intended to have a rich nobility and 
a fucceffion of opulent families, that prin- 
ciple is fupported by fiduciary fubftitution, 
For family eftates being there confidered as 
permanent property, it is held, that the title 
of their prefent occupiers is confined to a 
mere ufufruct... This law, unjuft as it is 
under ariftocratic governments as any-where 
elfe, is there at leaft a politic meature, in the 
fenfe which under this fort of government 
is attached to that term, and is moreover 
confined to the property of fome families. 
But in a country where democracy forms 
the bafis of government, and whofe confti- 
tution is preceded by a declaration of the 
rights of man, this law, deftitute even of a 
pretext, 1s expofed in all the difgraceful 
nakednefs of its native immorality. The 
Jaw which goes fo {trong againft gambling 


is 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 225 


is undoubtedly ‘very moral and. good: but.fo 
far from being duly enforced, it is publicly 
violated: every day; gaming being no-where 
more practifed, or productive of greater dif= 
orders, than in Virginia. It would, there- 
fore, be much better for the ftate. were 
gambling authorized by law ; for of all dif 
orders, that of a public contempt of the laws 
is the moft deftruétive to a civilized ftate. 
Another’ great diforder in the ftate of Vir- 
ginia is the habitual want of punctuality. in 
the payment of debts; for, independently. of 
the immorality of this part of the public 
manners, this bad habit, which enriches not 
even thofe who -do not pay, deprives the 
public wealth of thany refources, and injures 
all forts of improvements. The refources of 
chicanery afford in Virginia, as~they do 
every-where elfe, a {trong fupport to this 
difpofition of the Virginian people; fince the 
definitive fentence of payment in regard to 
the cleareft and moft incontrovertible debt 
may be retarded full five years. 

As to tradé and commerce, Virginia, al- 
though very advantageoufly fituated for the 
moit extenfive commercial Operations, yet 
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carries on but a very inconfiderable trade. 
The merchants are neither poflefled of the 
fame capitals, nor enjoy the fame credit, as 
in the other trading ftates of North America. 
So far are they Friis fupplying with pros 
vifions the back parts of the (tate, that the 
latter draw them directly from - Baltimore 
and Philadelphia. 

The total value of the exports of the difs 
ferent ports of Virginia amounted in the 
year 1791 to 3,131,863 dollars; in 1792‘to. 
3,542,828; in 1793 to 2,987;0975 1n 1794 
t@ 3,320,636; and in 1795 to 3,490,043 
doljars. 

“he population of Virginia fhould feem 
very confiderable, if we reflect that this {tate 
tends twenty-one members to the Congrefs: 
ef the Union, and that the population of 
each ftate fhould reculate the number of its 
reprefentatives at that ein council. | But 
this population, which by the cenfus of 1791 
amounts to fevenh hu ae and forty-feven 
thouland fx hundred and ten perfons, com- 
prizes two hundred and ninety-feven thou- 
fand fix hundred and twenty-feven flaves. 
The area of the {tate contams feventy thou- 
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fand {quare miles}. this makes per f{quare 
mile about ten two thirds. of inhabitants, 
three fevenths of whom are negro: flaves. 
‘The population of the whites, which is une 
doubtedly inereafed by reproduétion, gains 
nothing by migration ; for no Virginian will 
deny, that the ftate is lofing every year more 
by the emigration of its inhabitants than it 
obtains emigrants from other ftates ; fo that 
this population, if well counted, is, perhaps, 
inferior to that. of any other ftate of the 
Union. ‘Ina great part of Virginia the heat 
of the climate, and the ufe of flaves, render 
that clafs of men idle and averfe to labour, 
who in the other: ftates, under different cira 
cumftances, are. fpurred on to induftry and 
activity by indigence and want.’ We find, 
accordingly, that a lef{s quantity of land is 
cultivated here, in proportion to the extent 
and population of the country, than in other 
ftates, and that but very few branches of ing 
duftry have gained ground in Virginia, alu 
though the country 1s fitted’ for all thofé 
which have been eftablifhed in other parts 
of the United States: There is no {tate fo 
entirely deftitute of all means of public eda- 
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cation as Virginia; and it may be fairly faid, 
that the only college the poflefles 1s the moft 
imperfect in point.of inftruction, and the 
worft managed of any of the Union. Ona 
candid confideration of thefe circumftances, 
it is impoffible to praife with any degree of 
juftice the power of the ftate of Virginia. 
The power of a ftate is the refult of its 
real ftrength: Virginia, as has already been 
obferved, is undoubtedly invited by nature to 
become the moft. powerful, or) one ,of the 
moft powerful, of the Union. But in-order 
to attain this end, bad laws muft be fuper- 
feded ‘by good ones; the manners mutt be 
corrected, induftry encouraged, and the boun- 
ties of nature turned to advantage... Thete 
are the refources of Virginia, which futunty 
will call forth. As Virginia contains fome 
men of public fpirit and extenfive informa- 
tion, occupied with the weltare of the coun- 
try and defirous of effectuating it, and as the 
legiflature itfelf feems to pay much attention 
to this point, the time of improvement may 
yet come, “and my 
oblervations merely apply to the prefent ftate 


: 


be near;-but it is rot 


ae as eS T 
OF CHiN gS. 


icin’ 
- irginia 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 229 


Virginia influences at this moment the 
political . opinion of Georgia and North- 
Carolina ; the fimilar manner in which thefe 
three ftates vote at the congrefs. at leaft 
Warrants this opinion. But Georgia is a 
feeble ftate, from her pofition as well-as po- 
pulation ; and, were fhe even more confider- 
able under thefe points. of view than fhe 
actually is, yet the ftate of diforder which 
prevails there would reduce her. ftrength to 
nothing. North-Carolina is not in the fame 
{tate of diforder, but poffeffes no ftrength. 
Men of talents are more fearce there than 
in any of the other ftates; and if the fhould 
obtain any, fhe would probably be tired of 
the ftate of dependence wherein fhe is kept 
by her incapacity. 

Virginia does not rely on South-Carolina, 
which may coincide with her in point of po- 
litical opinion, yet defires to have an opinion 
of her own, and fcorns to acknowledge the 
fuperiority or influence of another ftate. 

She ranks among her friends the ftate of 
Kentucky,. which was difmembered from 
Virginia, and Tenefi¢e, whofe interefts per- 
feétly concur with hers. She fancies alfo, 
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fhe may rely on a part of Pennfylvania. But 
all thefe calculations are more than doubtful; 
and were they founded, they have no per- 
manent grounds : they may be ufeful to carry 


a motion in Conerefs; but they do not an- 
creafe the real ftrength of Virginia, nor the 
refources of a political body acting, or defir- 
ing to act, independently of the Union. 

The reproach frequently preferred againit 
Virginia, that fhe defigns “to induce the 
Southern States to withdraw from the Union, 
is certainly unfounded, Not one of the other 
ftates is, perhaps, moré attached to the fe- 
deral government, ‘than Virginia. The Vir- 
ginlans are unanimous in this opinion, and 
even reproach the Northern States with an 
intention of operating this divifion; yet they 
hope, that Pennfylvania, or at leaft that part 
which is fituated on the left of the Sufque- 
hannah, ‘would affift them in defeating any 
attempt, in Conerefs, to bring on fuch arup- 
ture. <=! 

The Virginians generally: enjoy ‘a cha- 
racter for hofpitality,’ which they: truly de- 
ferve ; they are fond of company:; their hof- 
pitality is-fincere, and may, perhaps, be the 

reafon 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 23) 


reafon of their {pending more than. they 
fhould do; for, in general, they are not rich, 
efpecially in clear income. You find, there~ 
fore, very frequently a table well ferved, and 
covered with plate, in a room where half 
the windows have been broken for ten years 
paft, and wiil probably remajn fo ten years 
longer. But few houfes are'in.a tolerable 
ftate of repair, and no part of their buildings 
is better kept than the ftables, becaufe the 
Virginians are fond of races, hunting, in 
fhort, of all pleafures and amufements which 
render it neceflary to take peculiar care of 
horfes, as they are the fafhion of the day. 
The Virginians are good hufbands, and 
good fathers; but, from a love of diffipation, 
they keep leis at home than the inhabitants 
of many other ftates. I have heard ladies 
reproach them with being fubjeét to jea- 
loufy. © This may be the cafe: in every 
country under the fun diffipated hufbands 
are) jealous. The women are amiable, and 
enjoy the reputation of fulfilling their duty 
with the fame exactnefs as in other parts of 
America, where the hufbands pafs more 
time with their wives. They are more 
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fprightly and agreeable than’in the Haftern 
States, but not fo much fo as in South-Caro- 
lina ; nor are they fo pretty asin Philadel- 
phia. I have, CS feen Virginian dadies 
who are inferior to none in perfonal charms 
and graceful manners. 

Virginia has, fince the revolution, produced. 
more men of diftinguifhed talents than, per- 
haps, any other ftate of the Union. Fond as 
the inhabitants are of diflipation, a tafte for 
eading is more prevalent among the gentle- 
men of the firft clafs than in any other part 
of America; but the commom people. are, 
perhaps, more ignorant than elfewhere.. Dur- 
mg the war of the revolution; the Virginian 
troops were equally diftinguifhed for their 
valour and love of. liberty; and the latter 
fentiment is yet'tremblingly alive a among all 
clafles of the people. The contraft it forms 
with the ‘maintenance of flavery is truly 
ftriking; and {peeches on liberty and inde- 
pendence found rather firangely from the 
lips’of matters of flaves. The Virginians 
are “mo{t of them aware of the inconveni- 
ences refulting from flavery, even with re- 
{pect to their own interefts ; but the means 
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of abolifhing it are hable to numberlefs dif- 
ficulties in a country where the number. of 
flaves is fo confiderable as in Virginia.! Yet; 
on: the othér hand, it muft be allowed that 
there are means, the execution of which; if 
undertaken with unanimity and {pirit, would 
bedefs dangerous than many Virginiansfeem 
to apprehend. I fhall fpeak-more fully on 
this fubject after my vifit.to Maryland. The 
Virginians are, in general, good matters ; the 
fentiments of ‘philanthropy, which have not 
yet gained fufficient. ground.in Virginia: to 
prepare the emancipation of flaves, have 
however had influence enough. to caufe them 
to: be.better treated'and: fed... It is generally 
felt in Virginia, that abfolute flavery cannot 
continue long;.men of. fenfe, at leaft, are 
convinced of-the truth of this remark. T.et 
us indulge in the hope, that this conviGion 
will infenfibly lead to {ome generous refolu- 
tion, which will prove as beneficial to the 
maiters as the flaves. 


MINERALOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Lhe depth of the layer of fand prevents 
any {tone from being perceived in the vici- 
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nity of Norfolk, yet at a fhort diftance from 
that place quarries are found and worked, 
The {tones employed in building are quartz, 
feld{par, and fteatites. On the fea-thore the 
ground confifts of a fine fand, dry and light, 
but 1s in feveral inftances pierced by rocks 
of granite. In Dz/inal-Swamp the fame frag- 
ments of trees'are found buried and preferved 
under the vegetable earth, in different de- 
grees of depth, as in the plains which rife in 
the form of a terrace near the bed of the 
river Connecticut. ‘Thefe fracments are ftill 
more abundant there: when dug out of the 
ground they are alfo in a foft ftate, but grow 
hard when expofed to the air. From the 
mouth of James-River, as far as the Blue 
Mountains, the fame minerals are found 35 
inthe reft of America. Near Chefapeak- 
Bay you mect with irregular maffes of gra- 
nite, which farther on are replaced by re- 
gular layers of quartz, feld{pars, {choerl, and 
an argillaceous fhiftus. This fucceffion of 
minerals is found two or three times in the 
tract of country which is wafhed by James- 
River. .Near York and Williamfburg you 
find large beds of oyfter-fhells, four or five 
| feet 
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fect in depth, which fometimes appear above 
the furface of the ground; you alfo fee {tones 
compofed of conglomerations of granite, and 
which feem to be a fpecies of imperfect pud- 
ding-ftone. The ftones wafhed by the ra- 
pids of James-River: at Richmond are a 
{pecies of granite. On making an excava= 
tion at Roguette, large quatitities of copperas- 
{tone, enveloped ina bluifh and very tender 
earth, were ofound.. Thefe: ftones contain 
much copper ; they are alfo {aid to include a 
tolerable quantity of filver, but the prefence 
of this metal has not yet been af{certained by 
any proper experiment, and much lefs its 
proportion. 

At Dover, where the coal-mines which 
we vifited are fituated, the foil confifts chiefly 
of a fand-ftone, interfperfed with fragments 
of granite, which when broken preferve the 
original texture of the ftone. It is in thefe 
layers that the coal is found in immediate 
contact with ftone of a fandy or argillaceous 
compofition, and with a blue clay. That 
part of the country which contains the coal- 
mines is about ten miles in breadth, but its 
Jength is not yet afcertained; 1t crofies 
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James-River. The ftrata of coal are in ge~ 
neral thicker at the extremities and ian 
they he neareft tothe furface of the ground ; 

their direction, which is from weft to eatt, 
forms with the horizon a very obtufe angle. 
As foon as you leave this diftri@, you meet 
again with cranite, which now lies in layers, 

¥S inter fretted with mica, and feems in fe- 
veral inftances: to: be a real cryftallization.. 
Phe foil is a hard clay... Some miles from 
Milton, atcthe foot of the South Mountains, 
there is a vein of lime- {tone, formed. like 
fhiftus, and placed between layers of perfett 
flate. . When calcined, ~it yields excellent 
hme. This vein runs in a fouth-weft direc- 
tion as far as the river “Roanoke, in‘ North- 
Carolina, that is, one hundred. and forty 
miles, and upwards of fixty miles towards 
tiie morth<cath:s It is,in-né inftances more 
than ten feet thick, and frequently lefs. In 
ali. the- furrounding fields are found large 
detached mafles of white quartz, refting on 
layers of blue fhiftus; and likewife cate of 
a greenish grey:colour. Maflés of granite 
are likewife very common. in the vicinity of 
the South Mountains: There is alfo to be 
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found a grey undulated rock, which eatily 
feparates into fheets, that contain a confider- 
able quantity of magnefia. ‘The foil which 
covers this {mall chain of mountains (Eaft, 
Green, and South Mountains) is of a red- 
difh colour, and extremely fruitful. »Be- 
tween this ridge and the Blue Mountains the 
ground contains much ochre, and fulphureous 
mundick is found there in great quantities. 
The valley between the Blue and North 
Mountains abounds with layers of lime- 
ftone, feveral of which form an angle with 
the horizon. Near Keyflel-Town, twenty- 
five miles from Staunton, they drop nearly 
perpendicularly, and are generally covered 
with a reddifh earth, and fometimes with 
granite of a yellow colour. Lime-{tone’ is 
alfo found near Winchefter ; but further on 
it foon difappears, and is replaced by a 
fhiftous and quartzous flate. Granite is only 
feen in a few detached maties on the road 
from Winchefter to Harper’s Ferry ; and in 
progreffive fucceffion we meet with layers 
of yellow fhift, which eafily: feparates into 
thin fheets, and is interfperfed with brilliant 
particles, refembling mica, of a yellow ‘late 
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and of lime-ftone.. The rocks in the ‘Blue 
Mountains confift near Harper’s Ferry, a8 
they do throughout this whole chain, chiefly 


of granite; but we alfo meet with free-{tone 
and feldfpar. Near Fréderick-Town, lime: 
ftone is again feen; but free-ftone, fhitt, and 
a {pecies of micaceous: fand -in. thé ‘road to 
Eliicot’s-Mill, are alfo: found. ‘The rocks 
which bound in this place the river Potapfce 
are calcareous {tones. 


TREES. 


Among the; numberlefs -{pecies. of -trees 
which grow in Virginia, are diftinguithed the 
filver-leaved maple, .the ath-leaved maple, 
the climbing trumpet, flower; the catalpa 
tree, the Carolinian allipice; the iudas treé, 
the .. Virginian mefpilus (of which Ihave 
feen fome twenty-five feet in height). ;.cornel: 
trees of different forts; the perfimon, :the 
nickar tree, the triancanthus, walnut, ; va- 
rious {pecies of cedars, {weet bay, benjamin 
tree, and. another Jaurel of whieh.I..do not, 
know the name ; the maple+leaved liguid-; 
Cambar, the cvergreen Jlaurel-leayed. tulip: 


tree, 
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tree, the {wamp pine, and many others; the 
black and Carolina poplar, various fpeciés of 
oak, the fmooth fumach, pfeudo-acacia, 
fringe-tree, &c.: but many of them, the 
tulip tree for inftance, do not attain the fame 
height in Virginia as in South-Carolina and 
Georgia. Although Virginia does not pro- 
duce fome trees, which grow only under a 
higher decree of latitude, yet it contains in 
my opinion a greater variety of {pecies than 
any other ftate. There is alfo a great mul- 
tiplicity of plants, but they are lefS fragrant 
than in South-Carolina. 


ROADS AND CANALS. 


The Virginian legiflature applies _itfelf 
with peculiar care to the improvement of 
inland navigation. Several canals are either 
made, commenced, or projected, in places 
where the river navigation is intercepted by 
rapids; but, as in the reft of the United 
States, art is not fufficiently attended to in 
their conftruéion. Works of ‘this kind are 
carried on without previoufly confidering 
the beft means of completing them ;, whence 
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it is that they are often more imperfea, and 


‘always more expenfive, than they otherwife 


might be. 

he roads are in general good throughout 
this ftate ; and although the inns are {ome- 
times bad; yet upon the whole they are 


better than in the other {tates.. Thofe in the . 


back country, where I have travelled,. are 
preferable to the inns in many of the moft 
inhabited parts of New-England. 


JOURNEY TO FREDERICK-TOWN. 


A boat takes up the travellers in Virginia, 
and lands them in Maryland. The Potow- 
mack forms the limit of the two ftates. 
You crofs it twenty toifes from its confluence 
with the Shenandoah, and on crofling over 
you enjoy this grand {pectacle°as well’ as 
from any. other point. The mountains 
through which the Potowmack paffes lofe in 


Maryland the name of the Blue-Ridge, and 


aflume that of the South Mountains. The 
narrow road which leads to Ealtimore, and 
which for four‘or five miles is an uninter- 
rupted feries of folid or fhifting ftones, runs 

along 
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along the bafis of .thofe mountains, and the 
Potowmack, the bed of which-is'not grown 


is - : 
wider from having received the Shenandoah. 
it flows amidft fragments of rocks, which 


render its courfe uneven, and, noify. . Six 
miles farther on you leave the 'Potowmack 
toatcend the Cos/sofey Mountains; a chain of 
{mall extent, from which the wiew of the 
Blue-Ridge,’ of the North Mountains, and 
the preceding fmall heights, a part of which 
is cultivated, efpecially. in /Maryland,. and 
laftly of the Potowmack, which you fee a 
mile beyond. the Blue-Ridge, forms a grand 
and delightful profpect. 

The South Mountains feparate. the: coun» 
ties of Wathington-and Frederick: .On pur- 
fuing the road) which I travelled, you only 
touch Wafhington-County, one‘of the mot 
healthy and fruitful parts of-Maryland.~ It 
furnithes alk {pecies, of grain for the export 
trade of Baltimore, and: alfo wrought-iron: 
it abounds with iron mines. The population 


of the county amounts to about fifteen thous 
fand fouls, eighteen hundred of whom. are 
negro flaves. Welt of Wafthington-County 
is that of Alleghany, the Jaft of the ftates of 
Maryland in this dire&tion. 
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The fettlement of the country between 
Harper’s Ferry and the Coofoofky Moun- 
tains is juft beginning. You meet. with a 
few {mall habitations, moft of which have 
been built within thefe three years; they are 
miferable log-houfes, with about twenty 
acres of cleared ground. The new fettlers 
arrive moftly from the environs of Lancatter, 
and the county of Dauphin in Pennfylvania; 
many come alfo from the lower’ parts of 
Maryland, and fome from Ireland. Thefe 
families appear to be an aétive and induf- 
trious kind of people. In this part of the 
country land fetches from eight to ten dol- 
lars the acre, and yet it is not better than 
on the other fide of the river in Virginia, 
where it is fold°for four or five, and where 
the habitations are very fcarce; yet the dif- 
eafe of the grain, called widle, is here un- 
known. ~The Potowmack forms on the 
north fide the limit ‘of this fcourge, as the 


‘Blue Mountains do on the eaft.. No Hel- 
fian flies are feen here, and the rot occurs but 
very teldom. | 


The harvett is this year very. plentiful, as 


Gt fa€e it: is in: all other parts ; and ‘thofe 


farmers 
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farmers in Maryland who do not {peculate in 
, grain, rejoice at the fall of its price. But 
many others, who have plunged into fpecu- 
| lations of this nature, will fuftain confider- 
; able loffes from this fudden fall. May this 
difaftrous experience render them more cau- 
tious and prudent for the future! A {pirit i 
of commercial fpeculation in a farmer is the | 
ruin of agriculture; his means are far in- 
ferior in extent to thofe of a merchant in if 


town, who makes up the lofs of one {pecu- : 
lation by the fuccefs of another. But the ) 
farmer who lofes the value of his commodi- | 


ties, or is badly paid for them, contraéts 
debts, cultivates his land with lefs care, is 
obliged to fell his cattle, his crops are lefs 
plentiful, and the whole of fociety thus 
thares his lofs; for the profperity of culti- 
vators is more intimately connected with the 
general welfare than that of any other in- 
duftrious clafs of the people. 

The Coofoofky Mountains. are tolerably 
cultivated ; fome of them, are fo up to their 
very fummits.. Farther on in the country 
habitations increafe in number, culture ex- 
pands, and the corn-fields grow, larger: land 
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fatches in thefe’ mountains from twelve to 
fifteen dollars the acre, and this price con- 
finues much the fame until we reach the en- 
virons of “Frederick+Town. * Méadows are 
there more ‘frequent, ‘and the abundance of 
water enables the farmers to water their 
crafs-lands, which is executed by fome of 
them witha confiderable fhare of fkill. The 
water is conducted through wooden pipes, 
which communicating from one height to 
another, frequently diftant feveral hundred 
toifes, traverfe the {mall dale which feparates 
them. ‘Timothy grafs and red clover form 
the artificial meadows of the country. White 
clover grows naturally pretty thick and fine. 

Culture increafes, the land grows better, 
and the meadows augment in number, in the 
vicinity of Frederick-Town. -Land is fold 
there for from twenty-five to thirty dollars 
the acre, and graf{s-land for fifty. 


FREDERICK-TOWN, THE CAPITAL OF 
FREDERICK-COUNTY. | 


- This town, fituated on the creek Carolle, 
a branchof the river Monaca/y, is very well 
built. 
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“built... The greater nimber,of .houfes. are 
ftone buildings ;* the, town-hall, poor-houfe, 
and court-houfe, are very fine {tru@ares, 
Lhe population of Frederick-Town:amounts 
to about two thoufand. fouls,'.a fourth of 
whom aresnegroes, It darries On a confider« 
able trade.with the back country, which. it 
fupphés with merchandizé drawn frome Bal- 
timore, and tranfmits to the latter placé:n 
returm the’ produce. of thé: back. country, 
which. is. rich, fruitful, and thickly fettled-; 
in general, induftry. is. beyond conpariton 
more active there. than in Vi irgimia. 

A glafs manufactory had been ‘eftablithed 
fome miles from Frederick«Town. > But, 
whether through the miicondudch, or.the mite 
fortunes. of the, proprietors, who came from 
Bremen. in Germany, from want-of money, 
or perhaps from a coincidengé of all thefe 


caufes, this manufacture ‘has fhared- the fate- 


of almoft all firft: éftablithments: of this: tia- 
ture, and-is fo near its deftru€tion, that the 
latter may be confidered as complete. “Phe; 
raw materials, I have been'saffiired, are Gin 
great abundance near the {pot. where it is: 
figuated. If this be actually the cate, it will 
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be relieved cither by the prefent managers or 
others, which is immaterial in a public point 
of view ; but it is of great importance for the 
country to poffefs a glafs-manufactory, that 
may leffen the quantity of this fort of im- 
ports from England, which their fragility 
renders fo profitable to the vender, and fo 
indifpenfibly neceflary to the buyer. Mary- 
land abounds in iron, and iron works are 
very numerous throughout the ftate, which 
carries on a confiderable trade in wrought- 
iron. Many of them are eftablifhed in the 

environs of Erederick-Town. 
Frederick-County contains about thirty- 
one thoufand inhabitants, four thoufand of 
whom are negroes. Since 1791, the year 
when the cenfus was taken, the population 
of Frederick-County has been confiderably 
intcreafed by the emigration of families'from 
other parts. The land is, in general, good, 
and produces wheat, rye, barley, and Indian 
corn, in confiderable quantities for the ex- 
port trade of Baltimore, and alfo fome hemp 
and flax. Much flour is likewife fent to 
Baltimore out of the county, where the num- 
ber of mills is very confiderable.. The 
country 
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country between Frederick-Town and Bal- 
timore confifts of a continual fucceffion of 
{mall hills, and the road is very feldom even 
for.a mile together. Although the country 
be upon the whole tolerably fettled, yet 
there are many parts which are but thinly 
inhabited, and thefe are even more extenfive 
than the reft. The nature of the wood in- 
dicates a fruitful foil. ‘Tobacco was formerly 
cultivated in great quantities ; but this {pecies 
of culture, which has as much decreafed in 
Maryland as in all the other Southern States, 
is here almoft reduced to nothing. It has ! 
been fuperfeded every-where by the culture 
of wheat, although the latter labours here 
under the fame imperfections as in other 
places, ‘They plough two or three inches 
deep: the fields are but feldom manured ; 
and what little dung they gather is allotted 
to the grafs land. From this carelefs con- 
du& in regard to the prefervation and aug- 
mentation of manure, it fhould feem that 
‘they are not fenfible of its value. | 


- 


oS 


R4 POPLAR- 


aa i 


Ss Ee e+ ~~ — 





948 TRAVELS THROUGEHR 


POPLAR-SPRING. | 


On the 12th of July°1 fpent: the’ hotteft 
part of the:day at Poplar-Spring. Although 
this: part ‘of! the country has » been: long 
{ettled, yet the number of: new :colonitts far 
exceeds’ that of the ancient inbabitants..; The: 
price ofvland: in’ the: neighbourhood: is, from 
ten ‘to twelve dojlars the acre.) The procefs’ 
of clearing ‘is.much the fame there asin all 
the other parts: of America. » Indian. corn is 
fown the firft.year, then follows wheat, fre-. 
quently from: fix to feven: years without-in- 
terruption; or as long-as. the ‘foil will/bear: 
any afterwards. it lies. fallow until, another 
part of the ground, which:in the mean time 
has: been ‘cleared, is: alfo:éxhaufted ineits: 
turn. cs it demands more labour and care 
to, convert woodiand: into meadows, much 
ground: is. left uncleared, which: would make 
excellent grafs-land. Its turn will doubtless 
come, for the country is in van improving 
{tate ; but fo. much land: js yet covered with 
wood, that many. years will elapfe before a 
{kilful and extenfive ftate of cultivation can 


be eftablithed. 
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The ground is. throughout. the whole 
country tilled with horfes, which coft from 
oné hundred and thirty to one hundred and 
forty dollars, The cows are fine, and worth 
from twenty-five to thirty dollars. Wheat 
is cut with the fickle, but oats: and rye with 
the {cythe ; labourers areceafily procured, and 
paid at the rate of one dollar a day during 
the harveft; at other times they recerve 
three fhillings a day (money: of Maryland, 
which is of the fame value as that of Penn- 
{fylvania), or eight dollars a month. + Cattle 
fattened either in the fine meadows near 
Fredericks Town, or in other lefs rich paf- 
tures, are) fent to Baltimore: or Philadelphia, 
The inhabitants: buy flour of the waggoners, 


who convey it to Baltimore, and pay nearly: 


the fame price as in this town. It fetches: at 
this ‘time eight dollars:per-barrel ; but in the 
courfe of laft January it was fold for fourteen, 
During my ftay at the ann I heard feveral 


farmers*exprefs their {atisfaction at the’ fall! 


of the pricesof grain, cn account of its being 
likely to occafion failures among the mer- 


chants of Baltimore. ‘* Thefe people,” faid 


they, “have gained from us all they could, 
and 
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and carried it to France; and now. they carry 
both our money and that of France to Eng- 
land : if they fail, it is what they deferve.” 
They who doubt the difpofition of the 
American people in favour of France, if not 
wedded to their erroneous opinions, have but: 
to travel among the country people, and 
they will find them full of miftruft, ani- 
mofity, and hatred againft England, and 
well-difpofed in favour of the French nation, 
They will find the death of Louis XVI. and 
the crimes which fucceeded it, as much de 
tefted as they are in England ; but they will 
alfo meet with as many zealous partizans of 
the caufe of France, and of that of true li- 
berty, as perfons to converfe with on thefe 
topics: to cherifh and commiferate Fayette 
feems a fort of religious duty in this country, 
They will alfo find, that the Prefident is uni- 
verfally refpected, and that nobody is in- , 
clined to impute to him. the injurious ftipu- 
lation of the treaty of commerce, which is 
generally difliked.. Let me repeat it once 
more, that I with to. be underftood as allud- 
ing to fuch people only as from principle, 
and a fenfe of their own intereft, difdain all 


connection 
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conneétion with England, and who may be 
juftly called the true and real American 
people, I have divefted mytfelf to fuch a 
degree of national prejudices and precon- 
cared perfonal opinions on this fubje¢t, that 
I am fure my obfervations on this head are 
founded in truth. They who are deter- 
mined to differ from me in opinion may yet 
affert, that my prejudices have deceived me 
in {pite of myfelf, or that the country people 
are a fet of ignorant, ftupid, and deluded 
perfons, and that the faculties of fair and 
candid difcuffion are concentrated in the 
cities. To affertions fo ftrange and illiberal 
I fhall not reply ; for why fhould I argue 
with thofe who are wcitesianeicntodh not to change 
their opinion ? 


Eee Oo = 


ELLICOT’S-MILL. 


From Poplar-Spring a road has been cut 
within a few years, which abridges by fome 
miles the road to Baltimore. It is bad, and / 
being quite new it paffes but by very few | 
habitations: about fifteen miles from Balti- 
more you perceive the manfion of Mr. 
Carrol, 
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Carrol, about a mile diftant fromthe road, 
From the multiplicity. .of buildings united 
in his fettlement, it: has rather the appears 
ance of a village, than of the habitation of 
a private gentleman. Mr, Carrol has. united. 
feveral eftablifhments on. this {pot ; he pof~ 
fefles. an extenfive farm, and a great number 
of negroes, but not having been-in. his plane. 
tation, I am not able. to give a detailed ace 
count of.it, ot We BE 

Ellicot’s-Mill is. a:fmall village,, the prin- 
cipal eftablifhment of which is a large grit. 
mil] belonging to Mr. Fllicot, and. named. 
after him, .’This. mill has 4x pair of mill. 
ftones, and is conftructed as well as, any of 
the mills of Brandywine, of. which it pof-/ 
fefles all the perfetions, The fituation ‘of, 
this place, encircled by mountains, is truly 
romantic, The water is clear; the rocks are 
high and majeftic ; and I could have withed 
to. enjoy one! day longer this view, which, 
being rather gloomy, was well adapted to 
my préfent frame of mind; but the. f{corch- 
ing heat forced me to proceed to. a more 
temperate part of the country. 

J fhall relate here, with all humility, what. 

| happened 
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happened to me with three Frenchmen of 
the Weft-India Ilands, whom I found atthe 
inn, and one of- whom I underftood after- 
wards»was Mr. Thomas, late French Conful 
at Baltimore, and another his phyfician, who | 
attended him to the Berkley waters. . Al- . 
though I addrefied them in our native | 
{peech, they conceived, from my modeft 
way of travelling, fo mean an opinion of 
me, that they refolved to fleep all three te 
rather in a room which contained only two 
beds, than to fuffer “a poor devil of fo mean 
an appearance” to repofe in the fame room 
with one of them. This declaration; which 
was not made with the intention that I 
fhould hear it, was overheard by me in a 
corner of the garden; where | was {moking 
my fegar.. As the obfervation concerned 
only my outward appearance, I did not think 

myfelf bound to take it up. I fupped-alone, | 
and laid down on the floor on a mattrefs, 

which the miftrefs of the houfe had placed 

in the fecond room, where the coachman 
of thefe gentlemen had taken pofleflion of a 


—_— 


good bed. I laughed on looking back to 
the time when the haughty Mr, Thomas 
} would 
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would not have dreaded my company quite 
fo much; and my fleep was as found as if ] 
had been called to the honour of fleeping in 
the fame room with Mr. Thomas himfelf, - 


BALTIMORE. 


The road continues as mountainous, diffi- 
cult, and covered with fand and fragments 
of rocks, as before, until four or five miles 
from Baltimore. During the whole of this 
journey you fee neither good nor numerous 
habitations; the land is but of a middling 
quality, in a great meafure uncultivated, and 
the reft in a very indifferent ftate of ims 
provement. Four or five miles from Balti- 
more the ground grows even, the habitations 
become more numerous, and aflume a better 
appearance. In proportion as. you draw 


hearer the town, the dwelling-houfes_ be- 
{peak more and more the wealth of its in- 


habitants, and the: profperity of its com- 
merce. 

The criminal jurifprudence of Maryland 
has not yet experienced any alteration in its 
ancient form, proceedings, or practice. The 

convicts 
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convitts work at the roads, loaded with irons. 

| ~-What little work they perform is badly 

: done, and they frequently effect their efcape. 

. This fyftem is not by any means produétive 
of more beneficial refults in Maryland than 
it was in Pennfylvania, where it has been 
abolifhed. It will undoubtedly undergo a 
change.—But at what time '—And why has 
it not been yet fuppreffed ? 

_ Baltimore is, after Philadelphia and New- 
York, the moft important trading port in 
America ; at leaft, it difputes this rank with 
Charleftown and Bofton. Being fituated 
nearer to the rivers Youghiogeny and Mo- 
congahel, which empty, themfelves into the 
Ohio by Pittfburg and Philadelphia, Balti- 
more poffeffes a part of the trade of the back 
country of Pennfylvania, fupplies moft of 
the ftores which furnifh the weftern terri- 
tories with merchandize, and receives in re- 


turn a part of their produce.’ It contains at 
prefent from four to five thoufand houfes, 
and has been almoft entirely built fince the 
peace of 1763. It has ftill more rapidly in- . 
creafed fince 1783, and efpecially fince the 
beginning of the prefent war. The inn- 


keeper 
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keeper at Poplar-Spring told: me,’ that in 
1740, when he landed at Baltimore on his 
arrival from Germany, the whole place cons 
fitted of nine miferable logshoufes, and now 
it 1s one of the fineft towns on the Conti- 
nent, as it contains no old houfes, and moft 
of the prefent have been conftruécted of late 
years; they are all built on good-principles, 
and moftly of bricks. The numerous 
churches of all religious perfuafions, as well 
as the public buildings, are conftruéted in a 
fimple and elegant ftyle.. The town, which 
increafes in every. direétion, gains in extent, 
particularly on the bay, where ftreets are 
paved-and formed on a ground wrefted from 
the fea, and where a few years fince veflels 
were afloat.’ This fort of work, to which 
the in{pectors of the town have afigned cers 
tainilimits, extends daily. Ships of burthen 
cannot proceed higher up the river’ than 
Fell’s-Point; at which place they load and 
unload. No bufinefs, however, is tranfa@ted 
at: Fell’s- Point 3 every thing being done at 
Baltimore, which is feparated from it bya 
flat and open fpace of cround about a mile 
in extent. The merchants’ counting-houfes 

and 
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and principal warehoufes are‘at Baltimore ; 
there being at Fel’s-Point onky’a few inedn- 
fiderable warehoufes; which fomie ‘of - the 
merchants have for temporary purpofes. If 
the trade of this city continues'to increae as 
hitherto, the {pace of ground lying between 
Baltimore and” Fell’s-Point! will be covered 
with buildings, andthe two places will form 
but one towti.’ At’ prefent new houfés are 


building in every flreet; and the town {preads 


every day towards the harbour, and on the 
weft fide upon thé grounds belonging to Co- 
lonel Howard, the valué of which froni this 
circumftance increafes continually. 

The lands of this-wealthy proprietor are, 
for the moft part, let upon building-leafes, 
which FE imagine to be owing to {carcity of 
money among the fpeculators in thefe build- 
ings; for otherwife it is to be {uppofed he 
would prefer the felling of ‘the crounds, 
which would enable him to difpofe of his 
property as circumftances and his own 
judgement might point out. ' Hé never fails 
to fell parcels.of the ground, where he has an 
opportunity; and fevyeral’ of them having 

Vor. Ill. 33) been 
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been bought and fold again, have made the 
fortunes of two or three f{peculators. ; 

About a mile from the town, at the ex- 
tremity of his lands, Colonel Howard has a 
handfome houfe, furrounded with. lofty and 
venerable trees: The ground, indeed, is a 
kind of park: formed by nature... The houfe 
is delightfully fituated upon an eminence, 
commanding a view of the city and the bay 
as far as the Chefapeak, and. on the right 
and left a great extent of highly-cultivated 


eround. ‘This place (which is called Be/- | 


vedere) is the ufual refidence of Colonel 
Howard; who is univerfally efteemed for his 
courage and military talents, and beloved for 
his private virtues. He was. formerly go- 
vernor of the ftate of Maryland, He mar- 
ried Mifs Chew, daughter. of my valuable 
friend Mr.-Chew,. of Philadelphia, whofe 
talents and accomplifhments render her de- 
ferving of the honour of belonging to that 


amiable family. 

I made but a thort,ftay at Baltimore ; and 
the greater part.of the time I paffed at Co- 
lonel Howard’s. I had not, therefore, fut- 

| : - ficient 
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ficient opportunity to gain all the informa- 
tion I defired refpefting this town and the 
State of Maryland; but I hope to ,procure 
it in.my next Journey. 


ANNAPOLIS. 


Annapolis, the feat of the government of 
Maryland, is the ufual-refidence of thie great | | 
officers of ftate; and, the fupteme court of i 


juftice holding its fittings there, it is the’ re- (| 
fidence alfo of moft of the principal lawyers. . 
The firft clafs of inhabitants at Baltimore 1s, Mt 


of courfe, chiefly compofed of merchants ; 
more fo,:indeed, than at Philadelphia. Many 
mercantile houfes in this country are likely 
to be affected by the fall in the price: of pro- | 
vifions in Europe. At prefent, however, 
they keep up the price of flour at ten dol- 
lars ; but this is mere {peculation, as there is 
no foreign demand for it, nor would there 
be at a. much lower price, the plenty or ap-~ 
parent. plenty of corn is fo great in Europe. 
The public buildings: are: by no- means 
magnificent, They are, however, tolerable. 
S 2 The 
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The town has twelve churches: belonging to 


the different fects. 
JOURNEY TO PHILADELPHIA. 


My horfe being lame, I refolved to go in 
the ftage to Philadelphia, The ftage is a 
miferable: mode of conveyance in America ; 
the roads: being very. rough, and the carriages 
i a wretched condition. » The coaches fet 
out in the middle of the night, and no time 
is given to-recover a little by repofe from the 
terrible ¢tate into which one is put’ by the 
jolting of the carriage, by too many paf- 
fengérs being crowded together, and the 
trunks and parcels’ which are thruft into the 
infide of thefe vehicles bruifing -one’s legs, 
that have not room tobe ftretched out if thefe 
packages were not in the way.’ But Thad no 
other means of proceeding to Philadelphia, 
at leaft for fome time; and. I. contrived to 
make: this journey .asi ‘little inconvenient as 
could,be for a ftage-coach, by going in that 
which: carries’ the: mail,» and which, being 
ebliged to proceedimore quickly, takes only 

: S-¢ fix 
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fix pafferigers, is provided with better horfes, 
and is, in all refpects, better conduéted. I 
had: fortunately no fellow-travellers but the 
family of Mr. fames Barré, a merchant of 
Baltimore, from whom:I had received many 
civilities during my fhort ftay in that town ; 


and:although we were’ feven, inftead of fix, © 


i had no reafon to complain.» But it is not 
in- a {tage that the traveller can purfue his 
enquiries ; he fcarcely fees any thing of the 


country, and frequently cannot even learn, 


the names of the villages and creeks -he 


pafles: As I hope to make this journey on 


horfeback, I fhall, till then, poftpone® the 
greater part of what I have to fay refpe@tiing 
this road. 

At’ Havre de’ Gracté wé croffed’ the Suf- 
quehannah, near the place where it falls into 
the Chefapeak. \Thé ‘country, whiely files 
on each fide of the river, is not it cultivated 
and has’a fuficient number of dwellings to 
form’. a very ‘pleafitig ’ profpect. The Sut 
quehannah in this'place is above a! mile’ and 
a-quarter in breadth: Three of four fmall 
iflands, both above ‘and below the ferry, have 
a good effect; and this view, although not 

53 grand 
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grand, is one of the moft beautiful I have 
feen in America, 

The Sufquehannah cuts Maryland into 
two parts; one of which is called the We/- 
tern Shore, and the other the Eafern Shore. 
The latter extends along the Chefapeak, to 
the two counties of Virginia; and is fepa- 
rated from Delaware-Bay by the State of 
Delaware. We pafied through feveral {mall 
and neat towns, belonging to the State of 
Maryland ; fuch.as Charles-Town, Elk-Town, 
&c. . After which, we entered the State of 
Delaware, and crofled the towns of Chrif- 
tiana and Wilmington ; the latter of which is 
only twenty miles from Philadelphia. 


RESIDENCE AT PHILADELPHIA. 


We fet out from Baltimore at four o’clock 
on Monday morning, and arrived at. Phila- 
delphia on Tuefday, July 2oth, at eight in 
the morning, having {topped five or fix hours 
at Wilmington, which time was deftined to 
fleep, but was entirely given to the bugs 
and fleas that fwarm there. 

The heat. of this fummer being by no 


means 
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means fo intenfe as is ufual here, 1 was not 
fo much incommoded by it as I expected. 
Having got my letters, and informed myfelf 
of the ftate of Europe, I was in hafte to quit 
Philadelphia. 

The price of flour in Philadelphia has not 
fallen fo much as might be expected. ‘The 
merchants keep it up at twelve dollars ; but 
they can fell only to bakers, who wanted 
money or forefight to lay in a ftock or pur- 
chafe it-in the country. The’ warehoufes 
are filled with this article ; and a fall in the 
price muft be haftened by the great plenty of 
the prefent harvett. 

I muft not omit to mention a very great 
natural curiofity, that 1 faw on my journey 
to Philadelphia—a negro of Virginia, whofe 
parents were both negroes; and who, gra- 
dually . changing: “his. native shue, became 
white... This man continued black till he 
was forty years of age, when the {kin of his 
fingers, near the nails, began at firft to af- 
fume a lighter. colour, and continued to 
grow lighter and-lighter. till it was perfectly 
white. . The procefs was the fame-in almoft 
all. the different parts of his body. His legs, 

54 thighs 
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thighs, arms, and hands, are white, withthe 
exception of a few {pots of different fizes, 
which are brown, fome of a deeper thade 
than others, rbut all being lighter: towards 
the edges. His neck and fhoulders -areiof 
the fame complexion as:the tkin of people 
with red hair; and is freckled :in’the dame 
manner. Straight and {mooth»hair ig par- 
tially fub{tituted=for his natural wool, On 
his breaft there remain’ tufts of the wools 
but they fall-off daily, and are ‘fucceeded by 
black or grey hairs. -His face dsi white from 
the hair to the loweft extremity of his! fore- 
head ; his nofe is black ; the reft of his face 
a kind of brown, deepeft toward the nofe, 
and gradually growing light. as it approaches 
the white part. “His: head;-alk of which is 
black, 1s ftill: covered with ‘wool’; except at 
the crown; where hair ‘has’ difplaced the 
wool. His. private parts, he’ fays, are lefs 
advanced in. ‘this progrefs, although’ the 
change is begun in them. By his ‘own -ac- 
count, a fenfible. progrefs has-been made in 
this metamorphofis of :his perfon during the 
time he has-been travelling; which has been 
for the laft .three- months’: and. there is no 

doubt 
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doubt but in a fhort time he will become 
entirely white. “He is, “at! prefent, one and 
forty years of age. 

To form a ditting idea of this metamor- 
phofis, the white colour of the {kin 1s not to 
be underftood, to refemble. that of: an 24/dina, 
but, to be the real complexion of white peo- 
ple, or, to {peak more particularly ftill, of 
white people with red hair. 

> There-is nosreafon to'queftion the extrac- 

tion’ of this negro; he having ferved the 
whole of laft-war in a corps of pioneers, and 
is befides. well. known: im Virginia, where he 
has generally refided, and-furnifhed with cer- 
tificates fuffictent-to fatisfy perfons difpoied 
to queftion: the: fact, . The change. has. not 
been attended with anyificknefs. ‘This-man 
travels about the country to fhew hinfelf for 
money. It lis.to be obferved, that there 
have been fevetal inftances in América of 
negroes, either Mulattos or Indians, chang- 
ing their.-colour; fome ‘after. illnefs, and 
others ina perfect ftate of health ;.but there 
is no inftance of. the change being as. com- 
plete as 5 this. fear hi 
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SECOND TOUR TO THE NORTH. 


JOURNEY FROM. PHILADELPHIA TO 
NEW-YORK. 


Havine determined to employ the’ re- 
mainder of the year in a fecond journey to 
the: North, I fet out in a ftage from Phila- 
delphia for New-York; I was defirous of 
lofing no time on the road, and the heat of 
the weather made it very fatiguing and:in- 
convenient to travel on horfeback. 

I had an opportunity of: feeing: feveral of 
my friends during a ftay ‘of twenty-four 
hours at Trenton. What information [could 
procure there I _propofe to blend with the re- 
fult of the enquiries I fhal] make in a longer 
vifit to Jerfey. ‘What I colleéted at News 
York, during the fhort time I ftaid there; 
fhall alfo be hereafter noticed ; but I had too 
little opportunity to make my account as 
copious and perfect as I could with. Letters 
from Europe, to which I was compelled to 
pay great attention, engaced much. of my 
time ; and not without reafon. The fatigue 
of four fucceffive months employed in col- 

lecting 
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lecting information had, I confefs, inclined 
me to take my eafe ; with which temper I 
was unwilling to quarrel, having determined 
to fet afide feveral weeks before my depar- 
ture from America to acquire a competent 
knowledge of that interefting city. I learn- 
ed, however, that fpeculations in corn and 
flour have greatly deranged the affairs of f{e- 
veral mercantile houfes at New-York ; that 
one of the firft houfes has failed from the 
‘fame caufe ; and that others are on the eve 
of following it. The merchants of that : 
city, either lefs wealthy or lefs adventurous / 
than thofe of Philadelphia, have lowered the 

price of flour to ten dollars, which is a third 

lefs than it was fix months fince ; but even - 

this price is greatly higher than it ought to 

be, from the demand for American flour in 


Europe. 


PASSAGE FROM NEW-YORK TO PRO- 
VIDENCE, [cz 


As I was already well acquainted. with the 
Bofton road by land, I embarked on board 
the C/ementina, one of the pacquets that fail 

| conftantly 
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con{tantly to. Providence... Mr. Guillemar} 


whom. | ‘had met at Trenton, had loft his 
way ; and having joined me again at New- 


York, he took bi paflage with me.in. the 
fame pacquet. s 
For the firft eighteen hours the aii was 
very favourable ; but then fuddenly changed, 
and being. in our teeth, and there. ;being 
every appearance of an appreaching ftorm, 
the captain judged it prudent to make fora 
fecure harbour. We therefore quitted our 
track, and Janded at Stonning-Town,, where 
we remained thir ie hours...) «. gis 


¢ 


STONN [IN G-TOWN; ITS TRADE; AGRE 


cf : o a | 


HOOD; AND PRICES OF ITS PRODUC: 
TIONS. 


Stonning-Town is a {mall fea-port of Cons 
necticut. It takes its name from the firtt 
proprietor’ of /thé-lands ‘which form “the 
townthip. The name, however, is corrupt- 
ed to Stones-Town; which feems to be na- 
tural enough, for the récks proje@ into the 
ftreets in every quarter: The principal 
{treet is cleared with great expence and la- 
bour ; 
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bour ;. but the reft are’ fo encumbered, that 
it is with difficulty, cand not without danger, 
a perfon walks along them at night. “The 
townfhip is fifteem miles m berreebys and eight 
in breadth. «The town:contains from swelval 
to thirteen hundred fouls. ‘‘PhelJand is chiefly 
employed in pafturage s'on which a confider- 
able quantity: of .cattlesis reared; but the 
chief produce’ is: ‘cheefey which 4s made ‘in 
great abundance, and| is in’ great” requeit 
throughout America.” Four hundred thou- 
fand pounds of cheefe are - yeatly exported 
from Stonning-Town tothe different ports of 
the: United States; but chiefly to Bofton, 
New = York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. 
The price at thefe places is about’ eight 
pence. half-penny per pound. This com- 
merce is carried on partly by -veffels that 
come purpofely to purchafe cheefe at Stdni- 
ning-Town, and partly. by fmall floops be- 
longing to the port which ‘fail for the diffe- 


rent ports of the Beate asthe wind happens | 


to ferve. NOs 

oL. vifited’a’ farme belonging to‘an “old 

Quaker, named» Yoho Prifh, where from 

fourteen to fifteen thovfand pounds of cheefe 
are 
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are made annually. . This farmer keeps from 
forty to fifty cows. The price he gets from 
the merchants for his cheefe is about fiye 
pence half-penny per pound. He alfo fat= 
tens from twelve to fifteen oxen yearly; 
and raifes rye, oats, Indian corn, flax, and 
potatoes; and might, with a little more 
knowledge of his bufinefs, confiderably in- 
creafe the produce of his farm. His cows 
and oxen wander at pleafure over-the land; 
which although manured by this means, does 
hot receive the benefit it would if the mae 
hure were diftributed more {kilfully. He 
mows his meadows but once a year; and 
they produce about forty hundred weight of 

hay per acre. | 
This fyftem of farming is general here; 
and the produce is nearly the fame through- 
out. Meadows _ properly manured, — and 
mowed three times, yield eighty hundred 
weight of hay per acre, John Frith has one 

hundred acres in cultivation. t 
The land in the townthip of Stonning- 
Town is tolerably good; it yields | thirty 
buthels of Indian corn per acre ; eighteén of 
Tye or oats; and often double this quantity 
when 
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when the fields are manured.. Upon the 
whole, little wheat is produced in this town- 
fhip, or the, adjoining one of Conneéticut. 
Some fields are fown with it on the frontiers,. 
and-land which is properly. manured, yields 
forty bufhels per acre. . Labourers. are ealily 
procured in. the neighbourhood of Stonning- 


ne a aa a Se 
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Town; their: ordinary wages are three 
fourths of a dollar per day, or nine dollars 
per month, but they are as much again dur- | 
ing the bharveit. | Hi 
The price of land here is from ten.to " 
forty dollars per acre. It has not rifen of : 
late years, in the fame degree as in many | fi 
other parts of America. Thirty-three years | 
ago John Frifh purchafed his land at the rate 
of fixteen dollars per acre, and could not 
now get more than thirty-two for it... Moft ; 
of the inhabitants of Stonning-Town, as well 
as thofe of the reft of Conneéticut, and of 
Maffachufetts, poffefs lands in the back parts 
of the States of Vermont and New-Hamp- 
fhire, which they purchafed very cheap, and 
where they eftablifh their childremas they , 
crow up, unlefs they meet with an oppor- 
tunity 
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funity of fettling them more advantageonfly 
at home. 

A few veflels belonging 'to'Stonning-Town 
are employed in the cod-fifhery on the coatt 
of Conneéticut'' and Rhode-Ifland : but as 
this fifh appears in abundance ‘only in the 
fpring, the fifhery here forms but'a very in- 
confiderable branch of trade. The fith are 
cured in Stonning-Town, and fold at the rate 
of five dollars for one hundred and twenty= _ 
eight pounds. A {mall number of fhips are 
alfo employed in the fithery at the Great 
Bank; but they cure their fifth at Newfound- 
land, and frequently carry them to Bofton, 
or other ports. Black-fith, bafs, and crab, 
being in great abundance on: this coatt, a 
confiderable number of {mall craft is en- 
gaged in that fifhery. The fith are kept in 
ponds along the fhore, and’ are generally 
carried to Raw: York. At stonning-Town 
they fell for two pence half-penny per pound. 

Forty ‘veffels of different buarthen, but. 
moftly fmall, belong to this place, which are 
. principally etiiployed in the coafting-trade. 
Inftead of fixteen fhips, formerly dngiiell in 

the 
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the fithery, at prefent four only carry on that i 
trade. Some {ail to the Weft- Indies, and even 
to Europe. The only three-mafted thip 
belonging to Stonning-Town is at this time 
in Fr: aioe: She is the property of, Mr. 
Smith, who keeps a. ftore in this town, and 
of a merchant of New-York, who owns half i 
of the veffel.. The fhips which trade to the i 
Weft-Indies carry. thither the produce of the i 
townthip and the country in. its vicinity, i 


and bring commonly in return the com- we 
modities of the iflands; which are after- 
wards conveyed from Stonning-Town. to fi 


New-York, where moft of the fhips_ that 
fail for Europe take in their cargoes. ‘They 
proceed chiefly to France, whens they bring : 
in return brandy and wine. The produce of q 
Stonning-Town, like that of the whole State 
of Cirnationt confifts of falt beef and pork, 
pot and pearl afhes, neat cattle and flax-feed. 
As the port of; Stonning-~Town,. with 
re{pect to the cuftoms, is comprized in the 
diftrict of New-London, its exports are . 
not exactly known. 
Although Stonning-Town is. fituated in 
Connecticut, yet it has no public fchools, 
Von. III. T that 
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that is to fay, no tax is levied in the town- 
fhip appropriated to” the fupport -of free- 
{chools. “But as this townthin ‘pays to the 
(tate a tax of two anda half per cent for 
“thefe {chools, it follows that the expence of 
“{chooling amounts for’ fuch’ inhabitants as 
fend their’ children tothe public fchools to 
a fourth only of what they would have to 
pay without that general tax. Nine pence a 
week is paid for-a child. 

Every perfon I have had’an opportunity of 
converfing with in Stonning-Town {peaks 
with enthufiafm of the gallantry difplayed 
by the French troops, whofe valour and fuc- 
“cefs have gained France’ numerous friends 
‘yn. America. The atrocious deeds, at the 
remembrance of which pofterity will ftand 
agvhaft, “are, notwithftanding, detefted’ by 
them : but you meet with many people who 
either forbear mentioning them at all, of 
confidering them as the refults of a tranfient 
phrenfy, impute their guilt chiefly to Robel- 
“pierre, whom: they hold in execration, and_ 
acquit the French nation at large. They 


generally conclude by faying—“* But how 
the French fight ! they* are -lions poo Tt 715 
efpecially 
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e{pecially among country-people, and perfons 
of the fecond rank, I hear this language ; 
and thefe form the bulk of the nation; who, 
as I have already frequently obferved, being 
lefs influenced by political views, and lefs 
{wayed by the fpirit of party, than the higher 
clafies of fociety, are more {trenuoufly at- 
tached to France, their interefts not being 
interwoven with the fucceffes of Great 
Britain. 


NEWPORT. 


Impatience, rather than a favourable change 
of wind, having induced our Captain to fet 
fail from Stonning-Town, we arrived at 
Newport on the 15th of Auguft, after a paf- 
{age of ten hours. We fhould have had as 
fayourable an opportunity the preceding day. 
_ Mr. Guillemard proceeded to Providence 
by land. 

A bar of rocks, about half a mile in ex- 
tent, lies at the mouth of the {mall bay at 
the bottom of which Stonning-Town is 
fituated. . Great care is therefore required 
to ftcer clear of it, efpecially in ftormy 

Lae weather ; 
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weather ; having cleared it, we failed in the - 
courfe generally purfued by fhips bound 
from New-York to Newport. We patfled 
between the fhore and Block-I/land, an illand 
famous, like Stonning-Town, for its cheefe, 
yet ftill more fo for its fifhery, and the huf- 
bandry of its inhabitants. “It forms a part 
of the State of Rhode-Ifland. 

The Providence packets have generally 
parcels and letters for New-port. We ftop- 
ped there from nine at night to nine in the 
morning. It gave me pleature to fee once 
more, not this dull low town, but its environs, 
which form a charming landfcape, and are, 
as well as the whole ifland, one of the moft 
healthy parts of America. Several families 


of Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland, come 


to refide here every year to avoid the dread- 
ful heat and infalubrity of their own country. 


‘Newport alfo- unites the advantage of a low 


price for all the neceffaries of life with that 


of not offering any means, not holding out 
any temptation, for expences foreign to the 


neceflities of exiftence. 
The falubrity of the town of Newport is, 


‘no doubt, produced me the keennefs of the 
| alr ; 
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air; yet this often proves hurtful to the 
inhabitants in their youth, and the number 
of young people, efpecially girls, who die of 
complaints in the lungs, is very confiderable. 
It is a circumftance worthy of remark, that 
the infcription on the tomb-ftones mention 
only childhood, youth, or old age; they 
record the deaths of few perfons between 
twenty and feventy years old, but a con- it 
fiderable number beyond the latter age, 7" 


PROVIDENCE. —STATE OF RHODE- 
ISLAND. fi 


The religious perfecutions in England gave 
rife to the different colonies which by their 
union compofed the ftate of Maflachufetts, | . 
Religious perfecution in Maflachufetts gave 
birth to the ftate of Rhode-I{land. 

Roger Williams, a minifter of the gofpel 
at Plymouth, was firft banifhed thence to 
Salem on account of certain opinions which 
his brethren of Plymouth would not tolerate 
in him. Although much beloved by the in- 
habitants of this new place of refidence, yet, 
as his principles did not accord with thofe 

T 3 of 
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of the church of Bofton, the influence of 
the Boftonian. minifters prevailed againft 
him even in his retreat. 

Among the various articles of his doétrine 
which the fynod of Bofton confidered as 
erroneous and dangerous, that which, aboye 
all the others, moft violently clafhed with 
the maxims and interefts of the fynod, was 
his declaration ‘* that punifhment inflicted 
for matters of confcience was perfecution.” 

The intrigues of the priefts prevailed over 
the attachment of his fellow-inhabitants, 
and he was a fecond time banifhed. This 
event took place in 1636; and he retired to 
the fouthern part of the ftate to live among 
the Nawangara favages, at a place by them 
called Mofhawfick, but to which he gave 
the appellation of Providence, in grateful ac- 
knowledgement of the afylum he found there 
after all the perfecutions to which he had 
been expofed. A few fr iends followed him, 
and together with him founded that part of 
the ftate of Rhode-Ifland known by the name 
of Providence-Plantation. 

The fame or a fimilar caufle gave rife to 


the other fettlements of Rhode-Ifland. A 


Doétor 
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Doétor,Coddington, a native of; Lancafhire, 
and one of the firtt fettlers in the colony of 
Salem, was, in 1636, called to account for 
his religious principles. The accufation 
brought. againft him was only a-pretext to 
cloke the jealoufy. entertained of his influ- 
ence. by Governor. Winthrop and others: 
but that pretext was an effectual mean of ac- 
complifhing their views; and Coddington, 
being banifhed from Bofton, retired with-a 
few friends to the ifland called by the Indians 
Aquidneck, and fince known by the name 
of Rhode-Ifland... From a tribe. dependent 
on the. Indians of Nawangara he purchated 
this ifle, and all the others which, wath 
the part of the. continent bounded by Con- 


neéticut, now form the Rhode-Ifland Plan-. 


tation. 7 
The Quakers and Anabaptifts who were 
-perfecuted in New-England, flocked to Rhode- 
Ifland, and raifed.the colony to a flourifhing 
ftate, notwithftanding the wars with the 
Indians. The need.in which the inhabitants 
{tood of protection infpired them with a with 
to. unite with the other. colonies of New- 
England: but the latter refufed to accede to 
T 4 ~=2 othe 
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the propofed union; and, in 1662, Chatles 
the Second, at the requeft of the former, 
granted them a charter which united the 
two plantations into one ftate, and conferred 
on them the privileges and the conftitution 
which they, like the ftate of Conneéticut, 
have ftill preferved notwith{tanding ‘the re- 

volution. | 
That which is peculiar to the ftate’ of 
Rhode-Ifland is compofed of the fame ele- 
ments as all the others. The legiflative 
afiembly confifts of an upper anda lower 
houfe. The former is compofed of the go- 
vernor (who is prefident), a deputy-governor, 
and ten affiftants, who are chofen by annual 
election. The governor poffeifes but’ a 
{ingle vote in the ena&tment of laws. The 
treafurer and the fecretary of ftate are alfo 
annually appointed. — The lower ‘houfe 
confifts of the reprefentatives of the differ- 
ent townfhips. Newport fends ‘fix ; Provi- 
dence, Portfmouth on the ifland, and 
Warwick, each four; and two are fent by 
each of the other towns in the ftate.  Thefe 
Ss, a are elected twice in the year, and 
thus have two fef] lions.—The judges and the 
executive 
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executive officers are ele€ted once a-year by 
the legiflative body, who alfo nominate the 
military officers, but for an indefinite term.— 


The judicial power in this little ftate is vetted: 


in a fupreme court, confifting of five judges, 
and fitting twice in the year, at Providence 
and Newport alternately. The inferior 
courts are held twice a-year in each county. 

The fupreme court is their court of appeal. 
The trade of Providence employs a 
hundred and forty-two veflels belonging to 
that port; and very little of it is fhared by 
foreign fhips, even by thofe of the other ftates. 
That trade, as I think I remarked laft year, 
confifts in the exportation of oxen, live hogs, 
falt pork, butter and cheefe, barley, timber, 
onions, rum, whifkey, gin, flax-feed, wrought 
iron, and the commodities imported from the 
Eaft and Weit Indies. ‘The greater part of 
the cheefe,. however, is confumed in the 
United States, to which the port of Provi- 
dence alfo fends great quantities of lime- 
{tone, and fome iron. All the native articles 
above enumerated are principally derived 
from thote parts of Conneéticut and Maffa- 
chufetts which lie within the diftance of 
twents 
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twenty or thirty miles from Rhode-Tland. 
The iron is. forged within the ftate, at the 
falls of Potoiky, round which: lies a very 
rich mine. . Cannons and. anchors. are there 
fabricated; of, the-latter of which apretty 
confiderable -number are. exported >to’ the 
Indies.; The value of the exports. from Pro- 
vidence was—in 1790, from the month of 
June, one. hundred and thirteen thoufand, 
two hundred .and_ thirty-one. dollars—+in 
1791, three hundred, and - feventy-nine 
thoufand, four hundred. and thirty—in 1792, 
three hundred and fixty-feven thoufand, nine 
hundred and nine—in 1793; four hundred 
and thirty-one thoufand, five. hundred and 
eighteen—in 1704, fix-hundred and twenty- 
three thoufand, two hundred ‘and fixty-one 
——in 1795, one. million..fortythoufand and 
five-—and, for the firft fix months of 1796,: 
four hundred and thirteen thoufand, nine 
hundred and twenty-four. 


‘This great increafe in the value of the ex-, 
ports is not here, any more. than elfewhere, 
a true criterion of their quantities; . for, 
although I have not had time: to take from 
the cuftom-houfe books an abftra@ of the dif- 
ferent 
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ferent articles year by year, and to com- 
pare their eftimated values, 1 know that the 
tonnage of the port of Providence has m- 
creafed only in a very {mall proportion 3 
Ghee it amounted in 1792 to eleven thoufand 
two hundred tons, and does-not at prefent 
exceed fourteen thoufand five hundred. It 
is true, that, during the laft year, the fhip- 
ping of that port faffered loffes to the amount 
of eleven or twelve hundred tons by hips 
wreck, captures, Xe. 

The commerce of Providence is carried 
on with the Eaft and Weft Indies, Denmark, 


the north of Germany, and the coafts of | 


Africa. Some of her veffels trade to France 3 
but the number of thefe is very fmall. They 
ufually carry thither tobaeco and train-oil : 
during the two lait years they carried rice, 
meal, falt beef, raw hides, and fhoes for the 
army.—Providence and Newport carry on 
no trade with England: whatever Britifh 
commodities they want, they purchafe at 
New-York and Bofton. 

To the value of the exports from Provi- 
dence may be added about eight hundred 


ehoufand dollars in fpecie which are annually 
fent 





O84: TRAVELS THROUGH 


fent out for the trade with India and China; 
fince that money may truly be called the 
produce, maifmuch as it is thé fruit of the 
produce, of the ftate. 

The laws of Rhode-Ifland. are not col- 
lected: into a regular code. But I under-. 
ftand that. a law was enacted {ome years 
fince, prohibiting the importation of negro 
flaves into the {tate—declaring free all fuch 
as thould be brought into it by perfons com. 
ing from other parts, together with the 
children who might. thereafter be born, as 
well as thofe already born, when they thould 
have attained the age of twenty one years— 
but at the fame time confirming the flavery 
of fuch negroes as were flaves at the time of 
the promulgation of the law. | 

The principles-on which are grounded the 
aficfiment and levying of the taxes in the 
ftate of Rhode-Ifland are effentially the fame 
as they were at the period of the firft fettle- 
ment-of the colony. The changes which 
‘have fince been introduced in the mode of 
collection, are flight. Thofe taxes are a ca- 
pitation, a'tax on real and perfonal property, 
from which a law of 1795 excepts, as un- 

taxable 
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taxable articles, all furniture (not including 
plate), implements of agriculture, work- 
men’s tools, and a quarter of the capital 
employed in trade on fea. The raifing of 
the taxes refts with each town or townfhip, 


SSS ee 


which is refponfible to the ftate-treafurer | i 
for the proportion of the taxes affigned to | 
it by the legiflature. The ratio is regulated 
by a general valuation made from time to 
time, at thofe periods when the wealth of 
the ftate is fuppofed to have been augmented 


to a certain degree, either by an increafe in 

the population, or by improvements in agri- 

culture, or by the profits of fuccefsful com- 

merce. The laft three valuations took place 

in 1767, 1778, and 1795. On the firft of 

thofe occafions the taxable property was 

valued at feven millions three hundred and 

feventy-one thoufand one hundred and 

éighty-fix dollars ; on the fecond, at ten mil- 

lions nine hundred and fixty-feven thoufand 

sine hundred and nine dollars ; and, in 1795, 

at fifteen millions five hundred thoufand dol- 

lars. It appears that this augmentation in 

the quantum of taxable’ property is attributa- | 
ble 
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ble. to the increafe of the capitals employed 
um) trade, more than. to any other caufe. 

Each town. or townfhip nominates three 
or five commiffioners, whofe duty it is to 
make the eftimate of the property therein 
contained, after having received the declar- 
ations.of the inhabitants. The legiflature 
nominates ten fuperior commiffioners, who 
are to vifit the towns and townfhips, to re- 
ceive and examine the eftimates of thofe firft- 
mentioned officers, and, after fuch exami- 
nation, to determine the portion of the general 
tax impofed by the ftate, which .is to be paid 
by each place, 

he law provides precautions againtt falfé 
declarations or the refufal to make any, and 
alfo againft fuch towns as may either refufe 
or delay the payment. 

‘The capitation-tax is fettled in the pro- 
portion of fix-pence for every thoufand 
ypounds rated to the ftate. The towns may 
neverthelefs fet afide this tax, provided they 
contribute their quota toward fatisfying the 
public demand in fome other mode. The 
town.of Providence, for inftance, levies her 

proportion 
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proportion of it only on movable and immov- 
able eftates. 

Affefiers, chofen ‘by the inhabitants, af- 
terward determine the particular fumto be 
paid by each individual who is liable to the 
tax ; which is colleéted by an officer chofen 
in the fame manner. The towns defray 
the charges of affeffment and collection. 
The affeflor receives one and three fourths 
per cent'on the fums affeffed: the colleCtor 
heretofore received five per cent: but fome 
towns contraét with the latter-on lower 
terms ; and there are ‘inftances in’ which he 
is paid'no more than two and a half per cent. 

The taxes of the ftate of Rhode-Ifland, as 
I ‘have already obferved, amount only to fix 
thoufand pounds, ‘or’ twenty-thoufand--dol- 
lars, and are regularly paid. ‘The -expence 
of the civil lift is but five thoufand dollars. 
For {everal fucceflive years an annual ium of 
eight thoufand five hundred dollars has been 
expended 6n the ereGtion.of a prifon and a 
houfe for the fittings of the legiflative body. 
The ftate owes about ninety-eicht thoufand 
dollars,’and has, for the difcharee of that 
fam, no other refource than taxation/° “By 


the 
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the decifion of the commiffioners appointed 
to fettle the accounts between the United 
States and the individual ftates, Rhode=Ifland 
is creditcr to the Union to the amount of 
two hundred and eighty-nine thoufand fix 
hundred and eleven dollars. 


PROVIDENCE. 


The. town of Providence, though in ge- 
neral hezlthy, is not however exempt from 
bilious fevers toward.the end of. fummer 
and. in-<zutumn; but. thefe complaints are 
ulually unattended with danger. Confump- 
tions in youthful habits are as common here 
as at Newport; and many individuals fall 
victims to them before the age of thirty. 

We—tor I have again joined company 
with Moafieur Guillemard—we have paffed 
the chief part of the time that we fpent in 
»Providence, at the houfe of Mr. Thayer, 
a merchant of this town, with whom J had 
been acquainted at Charlefton, where he 
has long refided, and carried on with pro- 
digious fuccefs: a very extenfive and _ rich 
trade. Ee conducted. his great commercial 

enterprizes 
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enterprizes with a fufficient degree of. pru- 
dence to avoid thofe {peculations fo common 
among the merchants of America; yet that 
caution has not faved him from experiencing 
the greateft reverfes in his fortun:. He had 
indorfed to a confiderable amount the notes 
of a houfe at New-York, one cf the moft 
opulent and refpectable in that city. But 
the houfe in queftion had fo deeply {peculated 
on the high prices of flour and ice in Eu- 
rope, that it has {topped paymeat, and the , 
refponfibility falls on Mr. Thayer. He will 
not be ruined by this event : in <l_ probabi- } 
lity even his affairs will be fettld; for the . | 
houfe at New-York will again carry on 
bufinefs, and he himfelf, by his own fingle 
exertions, would, at his prefent flage of life, 
be capable of retrieving his fotune if it | 
were totally ruined. But his credit and 

his delicacy fuffer feverely on the occafion. 

He neverthelefs fupports his difafter with a 

calm fortitude, and a confidence in the re- 

turn of fortune, which at once furnith his — 4] 
friends with a ground of hope, ind himfelf | 
with the means of fuccefs. His 1ame is fo 

implicated in this unfortunate bufinefs, that 
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he has made, to thofe who hold the notes of 
that houfe endorfed by him, an’ offer of forty 
thoufand pounds fterling on condition of 
their cancelling’ his name. Mr. Thayer is 
othéerwife rich, being heir to a confiderable 
family eftate which is m the hands of his 
mother. He is defcended in a direét line 
from Roger Williams, the founder of Provi+ 
dence Plantation. ° Mr. Thayer's houfe is 
built on-the fame fpot where that founder, 
his progenitor, cut down the firft tree, and 
ercéted the firft hut. (ee 

I have learned here that the bridge which 
had been ereéted laft year over the Eaft- 
Paflage to ‘open a way into Rhode-Ifland, 
and of which the: folidity appeared doubtful, 
was carried away laft winter by the floods. 
It has fince been rebuilt; and hopes are 
now entertained that this new conftruction 
is on a better plan than the former. 


PATUXENT... 





ROUTE TO' BOSTON. 


Again the ftage from Providence to 
Bolton! _ ‘The journey is only forty-five 
miles: yet, with the fingle exception of 

Mr. 
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Mr. Robram, a native of Pruffia, but fince 


become more than half a Frenchman by a 
refidence of fix and twenty years at Bor- 
deaux as a merchant, the company was fuch 
as itrongly confirmed me in my averfion to 
{tage-coaches. 

Patuxent bridge, at the diftance of five 
miles from Providence, is the boundary of 
the {tate of Rhode-Ifland, Here are eftab- 
lifhed cotton-works which feem-to fucceed. .. Mi 
better than any other manufaCture. hitherto 
eftablifhed in America—anchor-forges— 
founderies for cannon and _ other heavy 
articles in iron. The river Patuxent, alfo 
called Blackftone, gives motion:.to -all the 
machines ufed in thefe various» works. . It 
takes its rife in the ftate of Maflachufetts, 
aud falls ito, Narraganfee-Bay near Provi- 
dence. From. Patuxent to its*mouth it is 
navigable for veflels of the largeft fize. 

On his way to Bofton, the traveller paffes 
through Briftol-County, containing a popu- ' 
lation of thirty-four. thoufand fouls in an 
extent of ‘thirteen hundred and forty-four 
{quare muiles.~-Norfolk-County, whofe fu- 
perficial extent is nine hundred and fixteen 
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fquare miles, containing twenty-five thoufand 
inhabitants—and the towns of Taunton and 
Durnam, each the capital of a county of 
fimiar name. Durham is the place of refid- 
ence of Mr. Ames, a well-informed mem- 
ber of Congrefs, a warm federalift, a voluble 
and copious {peaker, an honeft man more- 
over, but whofe talents and political merit 
are exaggerated by party-zeal perhaps 
beyond their juft value, and fufficiently fo 
to call fortha feverity of judgement on him 
ever from impartial perfons who, but for 
thatexaggeration, might have been difpol- 
ed t) feel a prepoffeffion in his favour. He 
ftands at this moment in great celebrity for 
a fpeech that he delivered at the clofe of the 
Jat feffion. of Congrefs, recommending to 
the houfe of reprefentatives to vote the ne- 
ceflary {ums for carrying into execution the 
commercial treaty with England: and that 
fpeech is, by the men of his party from one 
end of the continent to the other, extolled as 
a pice of eloquence which Demofthenes or 
Cicero would have found it difficult to equal. 
Now the difcourfe’ in queftion, which the 
feeble health of the {peaker did not allow 

him 
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‘him to extend to fuch length as would have 
been neceflary for the difcuflion of the prin- 
ciples and their application to the fubjeé in 
debate, is addreffled rather to the paffions than 
to the underftanding. At the moment 
when it was pronounced, that was perhaps the 
beft direction that it could poffibly take, ef- 
pecially as coming from the mouth of Mr. 
Ames, an efteemed and eftimable man, who, 
Jabouring as he then did under indifpofition, 
feemed to endanger his health in fupport of 
what his party termed the falvation of the 
commonwealth, and derived an additional 
degree of intereft from the very circum- 
{tance of that indifpofition. Thofe people, 
therefore, who would have withed to find in 
that difcourfe greater depth and folidity, and 
even a greater portion of reafoning, cannot 
deny him the merit—which is no incon- 
fiderable one—of having well underftood the 
temper of men’s minds, together with the 
influence of exifting circumftances, and taken 
a dextrous advantage of both. This is, no 
doubt, a very material part of the art of ora~ 

tory, though it is the moft delufive, 
That affair of the treaty is now at end. 
U3 The 
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The Britith and American commuffioners 
have met for the purpofe of carrying it ito 


execution : but it is now hardly any longer 


the topic of converfation. ~The partifans of 


‘the treaty, however, affect to extol the 


rit punctuality with which the Englith- 
have given up the pofts ; as if that evacua- 
tion of pofts;’ which was an article of the 
treaty of 11783, and renewed in this latter. 
treaty asa fundamental article and inde- 
peiident of every other, had been confidered, 
even by its fupporters, “as a doubtful event; 
and asif England conferred an extraordinary 


-honour on Amerfica in obferving any one of 


her engagements to the latter... It is not un- 
common for’ weak people lightly to impute 
to the more. powerful ‘certam motives of 
affetion and regard:-.and this difpofition 


-will not be miftaken by any one for a refine- 


ment in gratitude; but’ will certainly be 
deemed’ a refinement im vanity. 
That {urrender of the pofts was no doubt 


-a mattet of importance to the United States. 


The poffetiion of them places the American 
navigation on’ the lakes’ beyond the control: 
of Great Britain; it’ frees the country from 


the 
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the prefence of Englifh troops, and leaves the 
Americans mafters of one or.two great 
eftablifhments ;. but thofe who have fufficient 
prudence to fee that peace is the greateft 
blefling which America can’ defire, cannot 
confider the furrender of the pofts as wholly 


unattended with danger. When one is ac-" 


quainted with the aétive difpofition of the 
Englith commandants—the {pirit of refent- 
ment too cenerally harboured by their nation 
againft the United States of America—the 
‘opinion with which long and. fole pofteffion 
has infpired thé Englifh that they, had an 
extlufive right to the navigation of the 
lakes—and when, on the other hand, one 
is acquainted with the enterprizing {pirit of 
the Americans in.commerce, particularly in 
a new branch of commerce—their jealoufy, 
their indif{pofition toward, the Englith. (1 


{peak of that clafs of men who are to dwell 


on the borders of thefe lakes, and of the 
officers and foldiers who are to garrifon the 
forts)—-one cannot but apprehend that this 
vicinity, this continual clafhing of the in- 
tere{fts of the two ftates, will furnith new 
{fubjects of difpute in addition to thofe 
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which arife in every country from the too 
near approximation of the troops of different 
powers. To guard againft fuch confe- 
quences as may reafonably be anticipated, 
would require fuch prudence and conciliatory 
difpofitions in the commanding officers on 
both fides, fuch conftant vigilance on the 
part of both governments, fo eminent a {pirit 
of juftice and pacification, that one cannot 
venture to hope for fo extraordinary a com- 
bination of fortunate circumftances. But, 
whether hoftilities break out between Eng- 
Jand and America in that or in any other 
quarter, it is at all events more than probable 
that a war will be the refult of that treaty 
at fome future period, more or lefs diftant, 
according as England fhall feel more or lets 
confidence in her own ftrength. 

’ I find the minds of the people here changed 
in favour of France. Succefs has ever great 
influence on popular opinion, and for more 
than one reafon. But let us quit politics, 
a fubjeét to which I am frequently induced 
to return by that unvarying regard for the 


interefts of France, which purfues me as it 
were in fpite of me. May that nation be 
, as 
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as happy and well-regulated as it 1s creat ! 
may it make a prudent and moderate ufe of | 
its immenfe and aftonifhing fuccefles! may 

good laws, genuine public {pirit, and a fincere 

abjuration of party animofitics, cement its 

conttitution, reftore induftry within its 

boundaries, and kindle in every bofom the 

love of liberty! Thefe are the moft defirable 

of its conquetts. | 


HISTORY, CONSTITUTION, LAWS, AND 
~ COMMERCE, OF THE STATE OF MAS- 
SACHUSETTS. 


The foundation of the ftate of Maffa- 
chufetts was the cohfequence of religious 
perfecution. ‘The Prefbyterians being per- 
fecuted in England about the year 1008, a 
Mr. Robinfon, minifter of one of their 
churches, went over to Holland—to Amfter- 
dam in the firft inftance, afterward to Leiden 
—to enjoy the liberty of profefling the re- 
ligion of his fect. Several families followed . 
him thither; but after a refidence of fix years | 
in that country, being diffatisfied with the 


manners of the inhabitants, and abandoned 
by 
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by their children who engaged as foldiers 
er failors in the Dutch fervice—at the fame 
time receiving from Navigators an advan- 
tageous “defcription of the coafts of North- 
America — thofe emigrants determined to 
feck in. the weftern world an a{vlum -were 
they might reft fecure from all perfecution. 
After einitlet endeavours to, obtain grants 


‘ 


of land from the Vireg ginia company, who, 
by patent from the ] king of England, were 
proprietors of almoft the entire coait of 
North-America —and after equally. unfuc- 
cefsful applications t to king. James. the Firft 
to give his confent to thei: intended fettle- 
ment—they would have been at length com- 
pelled to, relinquifh their project, if Mr, 
Werton, a rich London: merchant,. had not 
facilitated to them the means of Carrying it 
into execution, by forming a company. for . 
the purpofe. 


It was in July 1620 that the litele colony 


embarked at Southampton. in England. 


Untoward accidents reduced toa fingle veffel 
the armament which was to:have contifted 
of two: and the emigrants, inftead of reach- 
ing the vicinity of Hudion’s-River according 


fo 
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to their original plan, were driven to Cape- 
Cod-Harbour, where they landed firft on 
one of the iflands near the cape, and after- 
ward on the continent, at the place to which 
they gave the name of Plymouth. 

This: firft expedition infpired numerous 
other mal-contents in England with a with 
to emigrate to America. Accordingly, in 
1622, another colony pafled over,’ and fet- 
tled at the place now called Hingham.. In 
1624 a third, under the conduét of Captain 
Wolilatton, eftablifhed themfelves at Brain- 
tree. . Among the names of thefe firft fet- 
tlers is found that of Thomas Adams, anceftor 
of the prefent Vice-Prefident of the United 
States, who ftill poffefles the fame lands 
which were at that time granted to his 
family. In’ 1024, a fourth fettlement was 
formed at Cape-Ann. -Finally, in 1629, a 
numerous colony came to Salem, under the 
conduét of John Winthrop. Courage fel- 
dom forfakes thofe who flee from perfecu- 
tion: and its aid was highly neceflary to 
thefe firft fettlers, to enable them to endure 
the privations and difficulties and obftacles 


of 
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of every kind, which they had to encounter; 
They overcame them all. 

But: foon. thefe new-comers, who had 
themfelves been the objets of perfecution, 
became perfecutors in, turn. The. Indians 
had given them a friendly reception, had 
aided them with their means, had voluntarily 
granted them Jands. . The colonifs were not 
content with this: the newlyearrived white 
man fancied himfelf entitled to the fupe- 
riority of a mafter over the native Indian: 
and opprefiion ‘foon began to be exercifed by 
the European fettlers. 

The Indians, naturally kind, are alfo na- 
turally vindictive. Reprifals were made on 
their part: and in Maffachufetts, as in the 
iflands of the gulf of Florida, the. white 
people, defending ina body the crimes of 
fome individuals of:their number, faw them- 
felves involved in open war with .their bene- 
factors, drove them to as great a diftance as 
they could, and thus commenced that feries 
of encroachments which has never fince been 


difcontinued, and of which it is impoifible to 
forefee the end, 


Their | 
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Their quarrels with the Indians were not 
the only difputes. that difturbed the peace 
of thefe infant colonies. Driven, as they 
had been, from England by the fpirit of in- 


tolerance and religious perfecution, they fuf- 


>" YR. 


fered the fame fpirit of intolerance and i 
religious perfecution to) grow up. among 
themfelves. Liberty of confcience was the 
fundamental condition of the new fettle- 
ments: but the Prefbyterians, finding them- 
felves more numerous than the other feéts, 
violated that principle ; thereby proving to 
the word, that, like many others before and | 
fince their time, they withed to referve the ) 
liberty entirely to themfelves—and that, al- 

though they were enemies to all power 

which oppreffed them, they were not equally 

averfe to that which enabled them to exer- ) 
cife oppreflion over others. The Quakers 

and Avabaptifts were perfecuted, impri- 

foned, banifhed, put to death, Some 

members of the community were. found to 

profefs the tenets of the church of Eng- . | 

land: taey alfo were perfecuted... A {chifm | 

took pace among the Prefbyterians, and 


gave birth to violent quarrels. 58 
ue, 
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The events which :difgraced::the! early 
period of thefe colonies furnith: an ‘additional 
proof of that inconteftable axiom in poli- 
tics, that+-although °a ‘religion be neceflary 
in every governmait, not only for the in- 
ternal. comfort of the individuals, but alfo 
the more: ftrongly to’ attach them to their 
duty as citizens—the worft.of all govern- 
ments is that in waich a fyftem of! religion 
is the main {pring, and which 4s either con- 
ducted or influenced by the minifters of that. 
religion. 

The hiftory of Maffachufetts alfo prefents 
multiplied inftance: of that barbarous igno- 
rance, which, unit:d with the fame fuper- 
{titious notions, has in every part of Europe, 
and particularly in Zngland, put to death fo 
many pretended forcerers, men, women, and 
ehildren. Hutchinon’ relates, that in 1692, 
the governor and judges’ of Salem,’ being 
highly exafperated ayaintt forcerers, and find- 
ing no law againft them in their new code, 
but wifhing to have their difpofition to fe- 
verity fanctioned bythe opinion of the prieft- 
hood, applied to tke principal minifters of 
Bofton for their advice refpeéting the fteps to 

| | be 








NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 303 


be taken in thofe cafes. He adds that the 
minifters concluded their tedious and diffufe 
anfwer by the following ‘fentence —** We 
cannot but recommend to the government 
to adopt the moft:fummary and vigorous 
modes of proceeding, and fuch as have been 
found the moft efficacious, purfuant to the 
directions found im the hws of God, and in 
the wholefome ftatutes o° the Englifh nation, 
for the abolition of witchcraft.” 


The new colonies, thus retarded in their 
growth by thofe religious perfecutions which ~ 


kept at a diftance or drove from among them 
often the moft attive anc ufeful citizens, had 
moreover fome wars to fuftain againft the 
little French colonies to’ the north of Pe- 
nobfeot. At length, the’. Indians being 


driven to Canada, king William the Third’ 


incorporated by charter, under the name of the 
Province of the Colonies or Maflachufetts, all 
the countries extending from Acadia and 
Nova-Scotia to the {pct now occupied ‘by 
New-Bedford, including the ifle of Nan- 
tucket and ail other iflands within ten 
leagues of the coaft. - By this patent the king 
referved to himfelf the nomination of the 


governor, 
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governor, deputy-governor, and fecretary. 
The general affembly, which was authorized 
to frame laws provided they were not con- 
trary to thofe of England, was compofed of 
the governor, the council, and the reprefenta- 
tives, whofe number could not exceed two 
for each town or village, and who were re- 
guired to pofle{s an annual income of twenty 
fhillings, or perfonal property to the amount 
of fifty pounds fterling. The general affem- 
bly was empowered to eleét twenty countfel- 
lors, viz. ten for the province of Maffachu- 
fetts, fix for that of Plymouth, three for that 
of Maine, one for Sagadahock, and two at its 
own option. The governor had a negative 
over their proceedings. The general affembly 
nominated the judges in civil and criminal 
caufes ; fuch of the fotmer as exceeded the 
fum of three hundred pounds fterling were 
removable by appeal to England. All trees 
meafuring above twenty-four inches in 
diameter, which were growing on the lands 
yet untold, were to be referved for the ule 
of the royal navy, and all gold and filver 
mines. for the treafury. Such nearly was 
the fyftem of government given to the ftate 


of 
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of Maffachufetts by William II. and which 
continued till the revolution. 

The new conttitution of Maflachufetts was 
framed in 1780. The government, under 
the name of Commonwealth or Republic of 
Maffachufetts, exhibits the fame general 
diftribution that prevails.in the other {tates. 
The fenate is compofed of thirty-one mem- 
bers elected for twelve months by the free- 
holders. The ftate is divided, for the elec- 
tion of fenators, into diftriéts, each of which, 
in proportion to the quota it. pays of the 
general contribution, elects a greater-or lef- 
fer number of members, but can in no cafe 
nominate more than fix. With a view to 
this limitation, the legiflature has a power 
to change the boundaries of the diftriéts, and 
to increafe their number, in proportion as 
any confiderable augmentation may have 
taken place in the property of their inhabi- 
tants... The diftriéts muft never be. fewer 

than thirteen. —Exclufive of the thirty-one 
{enators who fit in the houfe, ‘there are nine 
others felected by the fenate. itfelf to con- 
ftitute the governor’s council ; wherefore the 
election of fenators in the diftri@s muft fur- 

Vor. III. X nith 


ES a 


ne 








26 TRAVELS THROUGH 


nith forty members. A new eleétion ts held 


every year, on the firftt-of Augult. 
The qualifications requifite for a fenator 
are—to poftefs, within the ftate, an eitate of 


at leaft three hundred: pounds’ * value, or 


 perfonal property to the amount of not lefs 
P propert' 


than fix htiidred—to have been an imha- 
bitant of the ftate during five years previous 
to the election—and to be an‘actual refident 
in the diftriG for which he is chofen, The 
Sele@-Men of cach town (a kind of munici- 
pal magiftrates, of whom I thall elfewhere 
have occafion to fpeak) prefide at thefe elec- 
tions, count the votes, which are given in 
writing, and fend,them to the fecretary of 
{tate, who with the governor and five coun- 
fellors examine them, and convoke the fena- 
tors ‘le@ for the day of their meeting. 
The houfe of reprefentatives confifts of one 
member from each town or townfhip con- 
tainine a hundred and fifty inhabitants. who 
pay taxes—of two for three hundred—three 


* The dollar ‘m Neéew-England paffes for fix fhillings; 
conféquently the pound is equivalent’ to three dollars and 
eue third..... eee 7 This : 
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for ix hundred—and thus in. the ‘progreflion 
of an additional member for each furplus of 
two hundred and twenty-five taxable mha- 
bitants. The conditions required to quality 
fora feat in the houfe of reprefentatives are— 
that the candidate have lived in the tow nfhip 
for one year immediately preceding the time 
of election, and that he pofieis an eftate of a 
hundred pounds’ value, or property of another 
de‘cription to the amount of two hundred. 
Phe governor is annually eleéted in the 
beginning of April, in the fame manner as 
the fenators. .-The votes are fent by the 
Select-Men to the fheriff of the county, and 
by him forwarded to the two branches-of the 
legiflature in .conjunétion, who declare as 
eovernor the candidate who has the majority 
of votes. Ifsnone of the candidates has a 
majority, the houfe of reprefentatives choofe 
two by ballot from the four who have the 
gréateft numbers; and the. fenate, in the 
fame mode, elect one of the two voted by 
the reprefentatives. The qualifications. for 
governor and deputy-governor are the fame, 
viz. a refidence of at leaft feven years in 


the ftate, and property to the amount of 
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four thoufand pounds, or thirteen thoufand 
three hundred and thirty-three dollars. 

An indifpenfable qualification for all public 
fun@tions in the ftate of Maflachufetts is the 
profeffion of the Chriftian religion. 

The nine members who compofe the go- 
wernor’s council are chofen from among re 
fenators by the joint votes of both nee 
oiven sci ballot. 

e fecretary of flate, the treafurer, the 
sievleaeaeaatee the commiflary-general, the 
public notaries, and the officers of the port, 
are annually chofen by the two houfes in 
conjunétion. The treafurer and the receiver- 
general cannot be continued in office above 
five years. 

The qualifications for an eleCctor are con 
fined to refidence in the ftate, and an income 
of ten dollars, or a real property of the 
value of two hundred. 

The governor is commander in chief of 
the fea and land forces: and the conflitu- 
tion arms him ‘ith fufficient authority in 
cafe of hoftile attack or domeftic diftur- 
bance. He nominates all the officers of 
juftice, the attorney-general of the {tate, 


all 
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all the ftheriffs, and-coroners: and he’ can, 
with the advice of his council, pardon a con- 
demned criminal, except in cafes of impeach- 
ment or treafon. 


y his reafons 


/ 


His refufal (accompanied b 
for refufing) to fanétion a law paffed by the 
two houfes, renders it neceflary to re-con- 
fider fuch law, which, to do away this kind 
of fufpenfive negative, muft now be {upported 
by a majority of two thirds in each houfe, 

The officers of militia are ele@ted either 
by the privates or by the officers, according 
to the importance of their grade. 

All the powers of the officers of juftice, 
of what kind foever, are confined in dura- 
tion to feven years. 

This conftitution is preceded by a long 
declaration of rights, which difcovers neither 
that precifion nor that generality of princi- 
ples which {eem to be required in an aét of 
this nature. It fpeaks, for inftance, of the 
right pofletfed by the people of the republic 
to lay taxes for the {apport of public worthip 
and {chools, to infpeét thofe {chools, &c. 
particulars very proper indeed to be inferted 
ina law, but which cannot be thruft into a 
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declaration of rights except by clerical inflg- 
ence. 
By virtue of this article, every citizen of 
the ftate of Maffachufetts is: fubje@ to’ the 
payment of a tax for the fupport of a religion 
of fome kind: “He is perfectly unreftrained 
uyhis choice: but when the number of thofe 
ima townthip who with to praétife the fame 
religion is not fufhicient for the maintenance 
of a munifter of their fe@t, or there is no 
worthip of the fame kind in the neighbouring 
townthips, the tax is neverthelefs demanded : 
the inhabitant, however, has the liberty of 
choofing to which of the religions followed 
in his neighbourhood he will prefer that his 
payment be applied. This tax is generally 
very moderate, It is regulated on the fame 
principles as all. thofe’ payable to the’ ftate, 
In the great towns it is commonly not 
demanded ; and the income of the clergy 
in thofe places arifes chiefly from the let- 
ting of the feats in the churches. No perfon 
is compelled to hire a feat: but the {pirit of 
devotion which is pretty general through the 
fiate, a refpect for religion, and a deference 
to the law which makes it a point of the cons 
{titution, 
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{titution, difpofes each perfon to hire them : 
and no fooner is a pew. refigned, by one-fa- 
mily, thanvit is engaged by another, 

The nomination of -the eleCtors who are 
to choofe the prefident and vice-prefident of 
the United States. is made im ,Maflachufetts 
by the fame ele€&tors who nominate the res 
prefentatives to fit injeongrefs; and cach 
diftriG& furnifhes one. .-The two, who are 
to be nated in addition, to. complete the 
number of {ixteen, which conttitutes the re- 
prefentation of the ftate.in Congrefs (viz. 
fourteen. reprefentatives and two fenators), 
are nominated by the legiflature. 

The Sele&-Men of each townthip prefide 
at thefe elections, as at all others.. -Thefe 
are men chofen by each townfhip, to con- 
duct its ‘public bufinefs.. “They have« the 
management. of the property of the. towns 
{hip whemut poffefies any = they are. overfeers 
of ‘the: poor, of the “fchools, of the roads; 
they-fummon meetinesof the inhabitants 
when’ they think them neceflary, They 
receive no: falary except for the days when 
they are employed abroad in tranfaCting the 
affairs of the townfhip; and ‘them the ‘res 
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inuneration is a dollar and half per day, 
They are elected only for one year, but 
are o ten continued during life. The choice 
for Select-Men generally falls on perfons of 
the beft reputation, and beft qualified for the 
management of bufinefs ; and the offize con- 
fers on its poffeffor a confiderable fhare of 
refpectability and influence. This kind of 
patriarchal magiftracy, which is common to 
all New-England, was eftablithed by the firt 
colonifts who arrived from Old England, and 
has been fince continued in uninterrupted — 
fucceffion. 


EXPORTS, IMPORTS, AND NAVIGA+ 
TION, OF THE PORT OF BOSTON, 


In fpeaking laft year of the-tonnage of the 
port of Boftou,1 omitted, for want.of fufficient 
information, to ftate the amount of the ex- 
ports. In the year 1791, they amounted 
to one million one hundred and fifty-nine 
thoufand.and four dollars—in 1792, to one 
million three hundred and fifty-five. thoufand 
and thirty-eight—in 1793, to one million 
eyght hundred and thirty-four thoufand five — 

hundred 
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huncred and forty—in 179i, to two mil- 
lions five hundred and thirty-four thoufand 


two hundred and three—in 1705, to four 





millions two hundred and fifty-five thoufand 
fix hundred and eighty-eight—and, for the 
firft quarter of the prefent year 1796, to one 
million two hundred and twenty-fix thoufand 
fix hundred and twenty-five. The increafe in 
the value of the exports is lefs attributable at 
Bofton than elfewhere to the rife in the price 
of produce: for, if we except falt fith, which 
Bofton exports in abundance, and of which 
the price has confiderably increafed within 
the laft three years, no rife has taken place 
on-the produce of the country, fuch as beef, 
falt pork, pot-afh, timber ; and the commo- 
dities from the Weft-Indies, which the trade 
of Bofton re-exports in large quantities, ‘have 
rifen very little within the laft three or four 
years. 

With refpe& tothe flour which the Bofton 
vellels export, very little of it is furnithed by 
Bofton itfelf ; it is derived from the fouthern 
{tates: and whatever quantity of it is brought 
to Bofton for re-exportation, is never takén 
except to complete the affortment of a 

cargo, 
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cargo, and confequently 1s not very confider. 


ab le. 


Th Peery +f yrts naid at ¢] 4 
i fe duties On imports paid at the port of 
° 


~~ 


Botton were, in 17093, fix hundred and 
ninety-fix, thoufand nine hundred and. forty 
dollars—in.1794, one. million five thoufand 
four hundred and fevyen—in 1795, one mil- 
lion four hundred and eighty thoufand fix 
hundred and five—and, in the fir two 
quarters of 1796, feven hundred and eighty- 
feven ister es e hundred and forty-eight, 
‘Lhe facility with which thefe general fiate- 
ments. are procured from the cuftom-houfe 
books induced me to copy them here, al- 
though Iam aware that no conclufion-can 
be drawn from them refpe¢ting the importa 
tions of the: different articles, fince each is 
fubject.to its own particular duty, fome pay- 
ing five per cent, others ten, fifteen, &c.— 
and that the draw-backs are not deduted 
from thefe {ums total of the receipts. 

I have learned alfo, that, in 1749, the 
numberof veffels that made their entry in 
the port was four hundred and eighty-nine ; 
in 1773,-it was five hundred and éeventeen} 
in 1793, the number of thofe from foreign 


parts 
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parts alone amounted to four hundred and 
four, of which forty were three-mafted 
veflels—in 1794, to four hundred and fixty- 
four, of which feventy =~ were three- 
mafted—and in 1795, to eight hundred and 
twenty-five, of which saiaivcte were three- 
mafted. Six hundred and feven vefiels, of 
which feventy-five were three-maifted, failed 
from this port during the fame year 1795, on 
the foreign trade alone. 

The SFodued of a part of Conneéticut, of 
New-Hampfthire ern Vermont, fupplies the 
trade of Bofton, together with the exchange 
of the European articles neceflary to thofe 
countries. Thefe - advantag resare ina greater 
ot a leffer degree paveeipdead by the-other 
fea-ports of the ftate of Maffachufetts.: No 
other part of the Union can produce a fet 
of men fo active, fo induftrious, fo enter- 
prizing in navigation, as the people ‘of «this 
- ftate. ‘During my {tay at Bofton, two velfels, 
a fhip and a large brig, fatled for Nootka- 
Sound and China, and twe others are pres 


paring to fail on a fimilar voyage. 


BANKS, 
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BANKS. 


There are at prefent in this ftate three 
banks at Bofton, one at Salem, and one at 
Newbury-Port. 'Thefe banks, eftablithed on 
the fame principles as every other in Ame- 
rica, are all, except that of Salem, incor- 
porated by acts of the legiflature. They dif- 
count notes endorfed with two good names, 


at one half per cent per month. The faci- 


ity ihown in this particular by the direétors 
of thofe banks has great influence on the 
commercial tranfactions carried on in the 
ftate. 

The bank of Maffachufetts has exifted at 
Botton fince the year 1784. | Its charter 
prefcribes no limited term for its duration, 
Fight hundred fhares, at five hundred dollars 
each, conftitute for it a capital of four hundred 
thouiand dollars, which has greatly increafed 
fince its firtt eftablifhment. The dividends 
on thofe fhares are from eight to nine per 
cent, and the price of its ftock is only one 
fifth more than the original value. | 

‘he bank of the United States has a branch 


at 
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at Bofton, eftablifhed in. 1792. The public 
is unacquainted with its capital, which 1s 
regulated at difcretion by the bank eftal- 
lithed in Philadelphia: but it is thought to 
be five hundred thoufand dollars. As it ts 
a dependency of the bank of the United 
States, it might receive aflifttance from that 
quarter in cafe of need. It yields the fame 
dividends as the bank of Maffachufetts; and 
the price of rts fhares, which, as in all the 
other branches, was originally four hundred 
dollars, is now five bundred. 

The bank known by the name of the 
Union Bank is the third of thofe eftablithed 
sn Bofton. It was erected in 1793, and its 
charter is for ten years. A hundred thoufand 
fhares, at eight dollars each, form for it a 
capital of eight hundred thoufand dollars. 
It alfo yicidsa dividend of eight or nine per 
cent, and the price of its fhares has rifen to 
nine dollars and half. This bank is bound 
to accommedate the ftate with a loan of a 
hundred thoufand dollars at five per cent, 
whenever called upon for that purpofe: but 
its loans are never to exceed that tum. 

The bank of Salem, which bears the ap- 

pellation 
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t, we 


peilation of the Effex Bank,: net being ins 
corporated, the amount of its capital: isa 
fecret : but it is known to be inva flourifhing 
ftate. 

‘The banks of Nantucket and of Merri 
mack, or of IWewbury-Port, incorporated in 
17905,:care eftablithed. for the private con» 
venience of the trade of thofe places. The 
capital of the former is forty thoufand dollars 
——that of the. latter, feventy-five thoufand. 
‘They do not yet yield any dividend. ©The 
price of their ftock has not. varied: the 
fhares are a hundred dollars each, 

An examination of this tketch of the ftate 
of the banks in) Maffachufetts difcovers a 
capital of abové ‘two millions: of dollars 
among them all: ar ‘ as the intereft on dif- 
counts 1s fix per cent, and the dividends only 
eightor nine, the retail muit be a circula- 
tion of cath or credit to the amount of at 
leaft three millions of dollars, which extends | 
to the neighbour: ring fiates in a proportion 
depending on Heir: trade, and which it is 
difficult to afcertain, but which is eftimated | 
at between fix'and feven hundred thoufand 
dollars. 


Several 
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Several other banks are about to be eftab- 
lithed in. this ftate, where the avidity and 
enterprizing fpirit of commercial men, and 
the general eagernefs to embark in: trade, 
make people overlook the danger of being 
driven by the excefflive number of fuch 1m- 


ftitutions to an ,extenfion of commerce dif- 
proportioned to the capitals employed, 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


One of the moft remarkable laws of the 
{tate of Maffachutetts is that which ordains 
the eftablifhment of {chools for gratuitous 
inf{truction.. It was enacted in June. 2789. 
I flightly mentioned it, in my journal of laft 
year; but it deferves to be more particularly 
noticed in detail. Its principal articles are as 
follow— 

1°; Each town or townfhip containing 
fifty families or houfes is bound to provide a 
{chool-maifter of good character to inftruct 
the children in the Englifh language, reading, 
writing, arithmetic, orthography, and -the 
principles of good. moral condu@t. This 
ichool is to be open fix months in the year. 


The 
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The towns or townfhips of a hundred fa- 
milies are to have fchools of the fame kind, 
which are to beopen during the whole year; 

Thofe of a hundred and fifty families are 
to have two ichools, one for twelve months 
and one for fix: 

Thofe of two hundred families or more 


are bound, in addition to thefe fchools, to 
) ae. 


fupport one, under the name of a grammar- 
fchocl, in which the Greek, Latin, and 
Englth languages are to be taught gramma- 
tically. Children who cannot read are not 
to be fent to the grammar-f{chool.—The 
houfes being often widely {eattered over the 


country, the inhabitants of the towns, in 


public affembly, have the power of deter- 

mining the bounds of the {chool-diftrids. 
2°. An injunction is laid on the inftrudors 
of youth, from thofe in the univerfity at Cam- 
bridge down to thofe in the lowett {chools, 
to imprefs the minds of their pupils with 
“the principles of piety, juftice, fincerity, 
love of their ‘country, frugality, induftry, at- 
tachment to the federal conftitution and that 
of the ftate,” &c. The minifters of religion 
and the Seleét-Men are bound to do every 
thing 
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thing in their power'to induce the chidren 
to attend the {chools, : 

3°. No applicant for the office of teacher 
i the grammar-fchools can be admited to 
enter his name on the lift of candidates, 
unle{s provided with a certificate figned by 
two clergymen attefting that he is czpable 
of teaching the Greek and Latin, and that 
he is a man of good morals. . This latter 
part of the certificate may be given ly the 
Seleét-Men. 

The matters of the firft-mentioned fchools 
‘cannot be chofen without producing a certi- 
ficate from the Sele&=Men, or from. the com- 
mittee appointed for the inf{pection .f the 
{chools, or from a clergyman. 

Whoever fhould keep -a-fchool without 
complying with thefe conditions, would.,be 
condemned to ‘pay a fine of twenty pounds, 
or fixty-fix dollars.and two-thirds—on:z half 
for the benefit of the {chool, the other to be 
given to the, poor.. 

4°, The fchools are to “ha {upported by a 
rate levied.on the inhabitants. of the ditricts 
where they are eftablifhed. Thefe raies are 
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iinpofed by the annual town-meetings on 
the taxable property within their territory. 
5°. Such towns as fhould négleét to fup- 
port {chools in conformity to the conditions 
prefcribed ‘by the firft articles of this law, 
would be fubjected to the following fines, viz, 


thofe of fifty families would be condemned | . 


to pay thirty-three dollars—thofe of a hun- 
dred families, fixty-fix dollars—thofe of a 
hundred and fifty families, a hundred dol- 
lars. ‘Thefe fines are ordered by the fupreme 
court of the ftate, or by the general court, 
on complaint laid before them. | They are 
to be paid into the ftate-treafury, to be ap- 
plied to the relief of thofe fchools in the 
fame county which may ftand in need of 
fuch aid. The grand juries/are to enforce 
the payment. 

This law is tolerably well executed, and 
the mafters ‘are in general qualified to’ give 
the inftruction expected of them. In fome 
townthips, however, fymptoms of negligence 
are difcoverable; inftead of matters, in- 
different miftreffes are employed; in fome 
places, mafters wholly unqualified ; in others, 


none 
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none at all: but thefe inftances are rare. 
The fault lies: with the Sele@t-Men, who 
do not exert themtelves to enforce the law, 
to which moreover every inhabitant has a 
right'to appeal. The falaries of the matters 
in’ the lower ichools are from twelve to 
eighteen dollars per month: in, the gram- 
mar-{chools, the teachers receive from 
twenty-five to thirty-five. 

{t is painful to obferve that in none of 
thefe fchools is the hiftory of the late revo- 
lution taught; that the youth are not 
informed either of its caufes, or of the im- 
portant events which have. been) its confe- 
quences ; that they are not made acquainted 
with the names of thofe who, by their coun- 
{els, their fervices, their blood, have, in the 
midft of fo many dangers and efpecially fo 
many obftacles, erected or fupported that 
independence which the country now en- 
joys. “This, neverthelefs, would-be the moft 
effectual mode of perpetuating in the breatts 
of the rifing generation the love of liberty, 
which, among a free people and particularly 
a people recently become free, is the grand 
bafis.of public, and one.of the principal bafes 
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of private, morality. But-the love of liberty 
is feebly felt in the towns: and it is the in- 
habicants of the towns, or-thofe whofe chief 
concerns’ are centred in the towns, -whe 
compofe the legiflatures, ‘hold all the:pubhie 
offices, and have a general influence over the 
government. The love:of; gain is the pafiion 
which -predominates ‘over. every other ; it 
prevents the mind from indulging in: more 
liberal ‘concéptions sand uf any man were 
to fugeeft to them the idea of a courfe of-n- 
fruGtion fo beneficial to the caufe of liberty, 
their:calculations would no doubt impel them 
to reje@ it: for that. kind of imftruction 
would, by the remembrance which it-would 
preferve of paft events, {till tend to fofter in 
the minds of the Americans an unfavourable 
difpofition: toward England ; and it as from 
England ‘chiefly that thofe gentlemen expect 
the means of making! their fortunes. 

The fame f{pirit .of apathy for liberty and 
of propenfity to England ‘procraftinates the - 
erection ef’the intended: monuments im the 
different places where the' arms of America 
gained important advantages ‘over thofe of 


Britain. Neverthelefs the!sbulk “of, the na- 
tion, 
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tion, all thofe, who are not. inhabitants of 
the towns, are proud, and even jealous, of 
their liberty: ~ 1 fhall in another place have 
occafion to {peak with greater particularity 
of this {tate of things, and of its confequences. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 


There are no flaves in the commonwealth 
of Maflachufetts; and this is the only ftate 
in the Union. that is entirely exempt from 
the difgrace of flavery. It is not uninte- 
re{ting to give the particulars of the manner 
in which it was abolifhed. 

No antecedent law of New-England had 
pofitively aflerted the exiftence of flavery, 
which neverthelefs prevailed under the 
fanction of cuftom and public opinion. Se- 
veral laws indeed feemed.to prefuppofe it, 
inafmuch as they authorized the reclaim- 
ing. of. negroes who quitted their matters, 
enjoined the neceflity of reftoring them, and 
prohibited the intermarriage of blacks with 
free people. Still however no law had ex- 
prefsly enacted. the eftablifhment of flavery : 
and feveral caufes between matters and ne- 
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eroes on fubjects relating to flavery had been 
decided in favour of the latter. S08 

The new conftitution of Maflachufetts, 
like thofe of all the other ftates, declared 
an equality of rights for ail men. .In 1781, 
fome negroes, prompted by private fuggettion, 
maintained that they were not flaves: they 
found advocates, among whom was Mr, 
Sedgewick, now a member of the fenate of 
the United States; and the caufe was carried 
before the fupreme court. Their countel 
pleaded, 1°. That no antecedent law had 
eftablithed flavery, and that the laws which 
feemed to fuppofe it were the offspring of 
error in the legiflators, who had no authority 
to enact them :—2°. That fuch laws, even 
if they had exifted, were annulled by the 
new conftitution. 

They gained the caufe under both afpetts : 
and the folution of this firft queftion that was 
brought forward fet the negroes entirely at 
liberty, and at the fame time precluded their 
pretended owners from all claim to indem- 
nification, fince they were proved to have 
poffefled and held them in flavery without 
any right. As there were only few flaves in 


Mafflachufetts, 
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Maflachufetts,. the decifion pafled without 
oppofition, and banifhed all further idea of 
flavery. | ! 

Under fimilar laws and in fimilar cireumr 
ftances,. different decifions were given in 
Conneéticut, Rhode-Ifland, and even. New- 
Hampfhire. But the profperity and tran- 
guillity of Maflachufetts, which has expe- 
rienced no. difagreeable confequences from 
that general liberty, will, to the eyes of every 
rational and benevolent obferver, afford fuf- 
ficient ground for condemnation of the other 
{tates of New-England who have not imi- 
tated fo glorious an example, 

It is to be obferved, that, in 1778, the 
general ,cenfus of Maflachufetts included 
cighteen thoufand flaves, whereas the fub- 
fequent cenfus of 1790. exhibits only fix 
thoufand blacks. It appears from the moft 
minute information that I have been. able 
to: acquire, that a great proportion of the 
emancipated negroes went to the towns, 
where, making an indifcreet ule of their 
newly-acquired liberty, many of them ad- 
dicted themfelves to the intemperate ufe of 
{pirituous liquors, and died in confequence ; 
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others engaged as {failors; even on board 
foreign fhips. .The generality of thofe who 
have not difappeared are fervants : fome are 
tradefmen, or even farmers 5 and! a pretty 
large number, if we confider the ‘bad edu. 
cation of that clafs of men andthe habits 
of flavery, live in the enjoyment of a com- 
fortable independence. The individuals of 
their colour have not. fallew ‘wider the Jath 
of juftice in any greater proportion than the 
whites. 

From thefe well-authenticated fats refults 
a convincing proof that the negroes, -as well 
as the white men, are capable of living honett 
and free’; but that thofe' nations which are 
fo unfortunate as to poffefs reat numbers of 
flaves, ought, by fome previous education; to 
prepare them for, and furnith them with the 
means of ‘making an advantaceous ule of, 
their liberty: 

Slaves from other ftates, taking thelter in 
Maffachufetts, may be reclaimed: ‘But the 
general fenfe of the people is fo decidedly ad- 
verfe to flavery, that it would be very rare 
if thofe fugitive flaves did not find means to 
efcape from their owners” purfuit. 


PUBLIC 
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PUBLIC DEBT. 
| ‘ 
That’ part of the: debt of  the-ftate of 
Maflachufetts for which the Union did not 
undertake to be refponfible amounted to two 
millions fx hundred and ninety-erght thou- 
fand two hundred and eighty dollars. In 
1794 the legiflature ordered a loan in which 
every kind of paper iflued by the ftate was 
receivable. They confolidated the debts due 
for the pay of the troops during the war and 
for the purchafe of provifions, by notes bear- 
ing an intereft of five per cent:'they in- 
creafed the taxcs to pay the intereft of this 
confolidated debt, and provided that the fums 
due for ftate lands already fold, as well as the 
moneys arifing from future fales, fhould be 
appropriated to the payment of the capital. 
The prefent debt af the ftate is two mil- 
lions three hundred and fifty thoufand dollars, 
which, at five per cent, pay a yearly intereft 
of a hundred and feventcen thoufand five 
hundred dollars, “The annual expences of 
government amount to one hundred and 
twenty thoufand dollars. To meet thefe 
demands, 
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demands, the government has an intereft of 
thirty thoufand dollars accruing from moneys 
depofited in the bank of the United States, 
and fifty-feven) thoufand five hundred and 
eighteen dollars paid by the treafurer ‘of the 
Union. as. intereft on the debt. of the United 
States. .To thefe fums it adds a hundred and - 
forty-nine thoufand fix hundred. and twenty- 
two dollars arifing from taxes, 

The produce of the fales of land belong- 
ing to the. ftate is lodged in the hands of 
commiffioners, to be applied to the extin¢tion 
of the {tate debt, of which three hundred 
thoufand dollars have already been redeemed 
in that manner.—The town and county taxes 
rife much more rapidly than thofe impofed 
by the ftate. x 


PUBLIC REVENUES. 


The ftate-taxes bear upon every kind of 
property, even upon uncultivated Jands. A 
new valuation of ‘property is to take place — 
every ten years. With this view, the afleffors 
of the different townfhips annually fend ta 
the fecretary of ftate a {chedule of all terri- 

torial 
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torial property, with all the details neceflary 
to thew of what nature it is, and in what 
{tate of cultivation: 2dly, a ftatement of alf 
the kinds of property, houfes, fums embarked 
in commerce, fums depofited in the banks, 
even ready money, and furniture of every 
kind: 3dly, a lift of all the inhabitants above 
the age of fixteen years. 

This information refpecting the different 
fpecies of property has for its object the pro- 
curement of as exact a knowledge as poflible 
of the wealth and income of the entire {itate, 
and a clue to ferve as a guide in apportion- 
ing the taxes among the different counties 
and townfhips. Proprietors refufing to deliver 
in a written lift of their taxable property are 
fabjeét to an arbitrary valuation by the aflef- 
fors. The laft general valuation, made in 
1792, exhibited a mafs of taxable property 
to the amount of nine hundred and thirty- 
feven thoufand fix hundred and ninety-eight 
pounds, Maflachufetts currency, or three mil- 
lions one hundred and twenty-five thoufand 
{ix hundred and fixty dollars. In this valua- 
tion all {pecies of property are rated at fix 
per cent on their fuppofed real value, except 

uncultivated 
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uncultivated lands, + which are ouly rated at 
two; and, by it the taxes of the different 
towntfhips are apportioned in the ratio of 
much for every thoufand. pounds, and the 
individual quotas.are reculated. in. the fame 
proportion, 

In:this apportionment is included the poll- 
tax, which is only a halfpenny for each perfon 
hable to the tax.» The number of thefe was, 
in. 1792, found tobe a hundred and fix thou- 
fand one hundred and fixty-feven. ‘The fate- 
treafurer fends to the different towns a {che- 
dule of the fums to be levied in-each for the 
ule of the flate ; and the taxes, thus appor 
tioned, are to be affeffed on the individual 
inhabitants by afleffors chofen/ in each town, 
or, in default of them, by the. Sele@-Men. 
If the duty were not performed by either, the 
court of juftices of the peace would, appoint 
allefiors who would affefs on the town euilty 
of fuch negleét an additional rate, from one 
hundred dollars to three hundred and thirty- 
three and two thirds.. The affeffors chofen 
by the towns receive four thillings per day, 
thofe nominated by the juftices, ten. The 
afleffors charge the town-coalle@ors with the. 

levying 
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levying of thefe taxes; and the latter are 
bound, within a given term, to pay the 
amount into the hands of the town-treafurer. 
If the taxes be not paid within the {face of 
five months, the ftate-treafurer fends an 
order to the fheriff to enforce payment by 
felling a fufficient quantity of the property 
belonging to’ the town in arrear. Means 
are provided by the law to infure the col- 
lection, and to punifh neglect, of whatever 
kind or degree, either m the officers, or in the 
perfons failing to make payment. The 
general court of juftices: of ‘the peace can 
give redrefs in cafes of over-charge. » The 
collectors: are nominated by the towns: in 
default of collectors, thetaxes are levied by 
the conftables, or, in default of conftables, by 
the fheriff..- The towns agree -with the ‘col- 
jectors refpedting “the rate of commiffion 
allowed 'to them for the levying of the taxes: 
itas five per cent when: the tax us levied by 
the fhenff or - his deputies, exclufive of the 
incidental: ¢harges otcafioned. by their’ ab- 
fence: from:home. | | 

The balance drawn bythe commiffioners 
appointed to fettle:the accounts between the 
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United States and the individual fates makes 
the itate of Maffachufetts creditor to the 
Wnion in the fum of two millions two hun- 
dred and forty-eight thoufand eight hundred 
and one doilars. 

The ftate of Maflachufetts is divided into 
feventeen counties, and about three hundred 
and eighty towns or townthips, {ubject to 
feparate taxation.- The taxes, however, not« 
withitanding all the regulations of which I 
have fpoken, are not very punctually paid in 
Mafiachufetts. Ofa tax of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand dollars impofed in June 1794, 
and which ought to have been paid into the 
_treafury on the firft of April 1795, about 
_ fourteen thoufand were paid within the term 
four thoufand more within the 





prefcribed 
cnfuing three months—feventéen ’thoufand 
within the next three months—§in three 
rnonths. more, nineteen thoufand — and 
twenty-two thoufand within the three fol- 
lowing months, that is to fay, twelve months 
after the time prefcribed : finally, the: re- 
mainder, with the exception of three or four 
thoufand dollars, was paid within the next 
quarter after the lapfe of the firft year. 

POLICE 
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POLICE AND LAWS, 


A law, of the ftate ordains that no inocu- 
lations fhall take place except in the. hoipi- 
tals eftablifhed for that purpofe.. It prefcribes 
wife precautions in cafe the natural fmall- 


pox fhould break’ out. in any diftri€t with a 


certain degree of violence: and although it 
be, in my opinion, better to encourage inocu- 
lation by allowing perfeét freedom in that 
refpect, no blame can attach to thefe precau- 
tions, which, however firiét, are very far 
from operating as the prohibitory fyftem of 
Virginia. 

The laws againft debtors are at once mild 
and energetic: they fecure, as far as poffible, 
the rights of the creditor. 

The influence of the clergy procured in 
1794 the enactment of a law prohibiting on 
fundays every kind of amufement, walking 
for pleafure, travelling, fifhing, under the 
penalty ofa confiderable fine. ‘The preamble 
to this law is a complete piece of purita- 
nical rant; and its various claufes are in 


perfect unifon with the preamble. Men of 


fenfe, 
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fenfe, when {poken to refpeéting it, ac« 
ce its abfurdity, but affert that this 
new act, in fuperfeding the former laws on 


knowled 


the fubjeét, has removed a great number of 
regulations ftill more abfurd and fevere, and 
that it is a neceflary progreflion to another 
that will foon be enaéted, by which the pro- 
hibitions on fundays will be confined to the 
opening of fhops and public houfes. 

The legiflature meanwhile beftows its 
attention on various improvements, roads, 
canals, ufeful eftablifhments. ©The’ majority 
of the members of that body are not very 
enlightened in the fcrence of adminiftration 
—a deficiency which is common to them 
with all the legiflatures of the Union, and 
which‘ought not: to appear furprizing im @ 
country yet fo new’: but they are commen- 
dable for the goodnets of their intentions, 
their moral integrity, and their benevolence. 

The legiflative body of Maffachufetts has 
not, like the affemblies of feveral of the other 
{tates, been accufed of corruption in money- 
‘matters: fome- of its members, however, 
have “not efcaped fufpicion: and indeed the 


manner in which’ certain Jaws are carried 
may 
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may well afford room for fuch furmifes. 
All the aéts muft be read three times in 
each houfe before they pafs : but the cafe is 
different with refolutions, which require only 
a fingle reading previous to their acquiring 
the force of laws. No article of the confti-_ 
tution, no pofterior aét, has drawn the line 
of diftinétion between what thall be prefented 
as a law and what may be introduced under 
the form of a refolution. Cuftom indeed 
has eftablifhed the practice of bringing for- 
ward under the fhape of laws whatever con- 
cerns taxation, public inftitutions, &c. and 
making matters of inferior importance, fuch 
as private demands and claims, the fubjects 
of refolutions. 

But, as there exifts no fixed rule in that 
re{pect, it often happens that objeéts of gene- 
ral intereft, and materially important to the 
{tate, are introduced in the fhape of refo- 
lutions : fuch, for inftance, was the fale to 
Robert Morris of the right. of pre-emption 
of a quantity of land in Maffachufetts at the 
rate of five pence per acre, and that of an 
enormous tract in the diftri@ of Maine te 
Mr. Bingham and feveral others, alfo at a 
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very low price. . A member of either houfe 
can §nd no difficulty in. prefenting fuch a 
-efolution at the moment when he finds him- 
{elf unreftrained by the prefence of thofe 
from whom he may apprehend oppofition, 
and thus carrying it... It was under fuch 
circumfances as thefe that fufpicions arole 
againit certain members who at the time 
were pofteffed of influence; but no proof 
has been difcovered to confirm them. 

that every thing, whether 
conneéted with finance Is 
not invariably Eubigttes to three readings. It 
is true, the governor’s fan¢tion is anand for 


It is aftonith 


1c 
*O 
nearly or remo ete 


refolutions, as well as for laws that have 
undergone a longer di {cuffion : buta: prudent 
governor would not venture to pafs his ne- 
cative ona refolution of both houfes, unlefs 
he had convincing evidence of its being 
ftrongly prejudicial to. the intereft of the 
ie: 

In cither houfe of the legiflature there are 
few influential members 5 ; or it may even be 
faid that there are none, and that the influ- 
ence of thofe who pofiefs a ereater {hare of it 


than the others is fo temporary that not one 
of 
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of them is fure of carrying a motion when 


he makes it. There are here, as elfewhere; 
preparatory committees and petty intrigues 
which are fometimes fuccefSful, ‘but oftener 
otherwite. 

The lawyers in Maflachufetts have creater 
influence than any other body of men 6n the 
public opinion ; and ext to them the priet{ts : 
but none of them poficfs more than a mode 
rate’ fhare of it: nor is there to be found 
here, as in feveral other flates, any perfon 
who, by his own perfonal influence or that 
of his friends, is able to govern the public 
opinion, the deliberations, the éle@ions: 
The intereft, even of thofe who ftand higheft 
in that refpect, does not extend beyond their 
own diftrid. 

The anti-federal party, of which fo much 
is faid, and which is branded with the moft 
odious epithets that can be deviled, does not 
exift in Maffachufetts, in the true fen of 
the appellation, more than in any other part 
of the United States. — This truth being once 
acknowledged as if ought to be, the antic 
federalifts muft, in the eyes of every im- 
partial obferver, be reduced to a fimple 

poms oppofition- 
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oppofition-party, which, however, will be 
equally far from pleating thofe who cannot 
brook oppofition of any kind. 

The oppofition-party here are labouring 
to prevent the government from acquiring 
additional ftrength, becaufe they think the 
executive branch isalready too firong, and 
efpecially that it aims at the extenfion of 
its prerogatives. ‘They difcourage the affec- 
tion for England, and entertain more fa- 
vourable difpofitions toward France: and, 
like every other party in the world, they act 
as a party; that is to fay, they fometimes 
exceed the bounds of reafon and juitice. 
I think, then, that the other party do not 
affect to talk fo loudly of the oppofition with 
any other view than that of acquiring for 
themfelves a greater number of partifans 
and fupporters; for they cannot ferioufly 
confider the efforts of their opponents as all 
obftacle to them in any meafure of real 
utility. On both fides are feen men of great 
virtue, men warmly attached to their country, 
and animated by a fincere love of good 
order. | 


ROADS. 





NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 341 


ROADS. 


The roads in the ftate of Maflachufetts are 
kept in repair at the expence of the town- 
fhips through which they pa{s. 

From this regulation, which at firft ficht 
appears fo equitable, it refults that in the lefs 
opulent townthips the roads are in bad re- 
pair, and thus the expence incurred by thofe 
which are more wealthy does not completely 
anfwer the intended] purpofe of facilitating 
the convenience of communication. This 
difadvantage is fometimes removed by grants 
from the legiflature to particular townthips 
for that object; fometimes alfo by fubfcrip- 
tions raifed in the neighbouring townfhips 
with the fame view. But thefe extraordinary 
aids are rare ; and the invariable confequence 
is that in the poorer townfhips the roads are 
in worfe condition, 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE POOR, 


The poor are alfo relieved by taxes on the 


towntfhips, which, like ‘thofe for the roads, 
vA are 





Hi 
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are laid on by the county-fetfions, whenever 
the rates propofed by the Seleét-Men do not 
meet the approbation of the townfhip—an 
event which feldom happens. . But a pauper 
is not, maintained at the public expence ex- 
cept when he has no relative in a direét line 
Lice ney n 
SAPS 
-efuted = attord him a maintenance, they 
ante be compelled. to it by the). fefitons. 
Cafes alfo occur, when, a relative in line 


or defcending, who is: capable of 


a es 


by 


¢ him. If he had any, and they 


direct not being in fufficiently eafy circum- 
ftanees, the ae ‘t-Men enter into an agrec- 
ment,with him that he fhall pay at leafta 
part of the annual {um neceflary for the fup- 
port oF his indigent kinfman. . Agreements 
of this nature are made on an amicable foot- 
ing, and on equitable terms: no perfon refules 
to..accede to them’: and if a .refufal were 
given, the feflion would.award the payment 
of a fum probably more pret than 
that demanded by the Seleét-Men; in ad- 
dition to which, the family would alfo have 
to pay the cofts of fuit. The Seleét-Men 
are bound totake care that pcor. travellers 
receive due affiftance:in cafe of .ficknels. 


The 
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The ftate re-imbarfes to them the expences 


wicurred on fuch occafions. : 


[a2 


MILITARY. ESTABLISHMENT. 


Seventy-nine regiments of infantry, eleven 
of cavalry, and eight of artillery, compofe the 
nilitia of the ftate of Maffachufetts, and to- iH 
ether form an aggregate of hfty- five thou- | 


ms? gg 


and men. Beyond the age of forty years a i 
citizen is not fubject to “nilitiaeduty but, 
until fixtv, he is liable to be called upon in 
urgent cafes, Citizens of the latter defcrip~ 
tion conftitute what is called the referved 
corps, which furnifhes an additional force of 


above twenty-five thoufand men. 
GENERAL SPIRIT OF THE PEOPLE. ' 


Although the greater number of the rich 
inhabitants of Bofton are merchants, that 
clafs is not here, as at Philadelphia, the 
predominating clafs; nor do they, as at ) 
Charlefton, hold the fecond rank in fociety. i 


They are precifely what they ought to be— 


they ftand on a footing of equality with 


“4 their 
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their neighbours, and enjoy no fuperiority 
over any other body of men, 

Independent of the ordinary trade of the 
merchants of all countries, they indulge very 
much in fpeculation ; and fpeculation is the 
favourite paffion of the inhabitants of New- 
England, who generally. feel a more a@ive 
defire than the people of the South to acquire 
Jarge and rapid fortunes; whether tat dif. 
pofition be, or not, the confequence of their 
more enterprizing charaéter. | ; 

But their f{peculations are not always fuc- 
ceisful: and at this moment confiderable 
fums are about to be loft at Bofton by the 
fale of the Yazzow lands in Georgia, which 
the late legiflature of that flate have taought 
it their duty to annul. From the follow. 
ing circumftances fome idea may be formed 
of the extravagance with which the New- 
England {peculators, and particularly thofe 
of Bofton, engaged in. that bufinefs. The 
original price of thofe Jands, as I have be 
fore remarked, was about one cent, or a 
hundredth part of a dollar, per acre; and 
they have been fold at Bofton high as 
twelve, and I believe even higher, Two 

or 
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or three agents of two of the four compa- 
nies who had obtained thofe lands from the 
ftate came to Bofton'with their title-deeds 
empowering them to fell. They opened a 
kine of office, to which purchafers flocked 
in fich crowds, that thofe gentlemen, taking 
advintage of this inconceivable infatuation, 
raid the price each day, often twice in 
the day, for the purpofe of more ftrongly 
exciting the general eagernefs and taking 
awey all time for reflection. There were 
fale: and fub-fales without number: fome of 
them were fecured by a {ftipulation of re- 
{fponfibility on the part of the fellers, who 
enaiged to give poileffion of the lands: but 
few of the numerous bargains were attended 
witi this claufe ; almoft all being concluded 
on the bare fecurity of the titles, without 
any power of coming upon the venders. 
In many inftances the purchafes were made 
parly with ready money, and in all cafes 
wita notes payable at different periods. 
Thefe notes were dextroufly put into cir- 
culttion by the:venders ; and the purchafers 
nov find themfelves difappointed of the lands, 
while a great part of their notes are gone 

| out 


——————————— 





7 


out of the poflefion of thofe to whom they 
hi had given them. Every-clafs of men, even 
watch-makers, huir-dreflers;- and techanics 
of all defcriptions, eagetly’ ran after this de- 
ception ;-in which Botton has funk/above two 
milhons of dollars, Some 6f the buyers de-. 


~~ 
e 
~~ 
— 

’ 
CD 
ot 


hat they will not releafe ‘their notes, 


and have even aniounced their intention in 
the public papers: but this as nothing more 


than a menace reulting froar anger and -in- 
dignation, The sotes have, in great part, 
pafled into-other wes they have beew re- 
ceived by perfons wholly-unconneéed with 
that fpeculation, and who cannot be ex- 
cluded from payment without a mot elaring 
act of injuftice which muft materially im- 
pair the credit of thofe who originally gave 
the notes. “Fhe: courts of juftice moreover 
would decide agaiift them: and thus,’ after 
confiderable troubh, they muft at laft make. 
good the payments and be content to remain 
deftitute of lands. 
Many of the purchafers, whofe notes were 





mot gone out of the ands of the venders, have 
compromifed maters with them by dif- 
counting the notes at half their value, but in 
ready 
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ready money, and retaining their claim to 
the lands fo far as the {fellers can make it 
good : but this amounts to a nullity: for the 
original agreement will never be confirmed; 
it being «a fraudulent tranfaction, and com- 
prizing millions of acres that did not belong 
to the {tate of Georgia which fold them. 
Thus many fpeculators in Bofton and 
other parts of New-England have been 
either utterly ruined or at leaft materially 
‘injured in their fortunes by that fpeculation, 
If one could without regret behold the ruin 
of fo many honeft men who fell victims, to 
théir'own credulity, one might enjoy this dif- 
appointment ofa fet of {peculators who were 
fufficiently greedy to purchafe, without exa- 
mination, without reflection, and with the 
fole view of exorbitant gains in Europe, 
tracts of land at the diftance of nine hundred 
miles from their home, while their own 
country prefented them with more honour- 
able and efpecially more fimple rmeans of 
acquiring a fortune, or increafing that which 
they already poffefled. But it is intolerably 
mortifying to fee that the four land-companies 


of Georgia, who-beai the entire guilt of the 


iniquitous 
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miquitous bargain, are enriched by their 
villany ; and that their perfidious dexterity 
in this train of corruption and deceit has thus 
thrown into their hands feveral millions of 
dollars, for which they neither have given 
hor are capable of ‘giving any equivalent to 
thofe of whofe folly they have taken advan 


fage. 


tXPORTS. 


In my journal of lat year I noticed the 


value, for the laft five years, of the exports 
from the different ports of Maflachufetts 
which I had vifited, To thofe details I 
now add the total amount of the exports 
from the entire fate d uring the fame period, 
including even that of the prefent year, In 
1791, 1t was two millions five hundred and 
nineteen thoufand fix hundred and forty dol- 
lars—in 17902, two millions eight hundred 
and eighty-eight. thoufand one hundred and 
three—in 1793, three millions feven hundred 


and fifty-feven thoufand three hundred and 


fifty-five—in 1 794, five millions two hundred 
and ninety-two thoufand two hundred and 
fortys 
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forty-four -— in 1795, feven millrons two 
hundred and eighteen thoufand nine hundred. 
and eight——in 1796, nine millions nine 
hundred and forty-nine thoufand three 
hundred and forty-five.—In 1787, the value 
of the exports from the ditferent ports of the 
{tate amounted to no more than one million 
five hundred and eighty-eight thoufand feven 
hundred and ninety-three dollars. 


AN ACCIDENT. 
Previous to my departure from Bofton 


where contrary winds detained me a week 
longer than I had propofed to ftay, I efcaped, 


in common with twelve hundred other per- ° 


fons, from a danger to which it might have 
been expected that a great number of us 
would in all probability have fallen victims. 
A Frenchman well {killed in horieman- 
fhip, who had a few weeks before arrived in 
the town, ereéted a circus for his exhibitions. 


The agility, the perfection, the cracefulneds, 
ra j? 5 


with which he achieved on horfeback feveral 


feats that no man of his profeflion had ever 
before attempted, together with the richnels 


and 
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and tafteful elegance of drefS difplayed by 
himfelf and his company, attracted | to’ each 
performance a great number of {pefators, 
although there was another exhibition ‘of 
the fame nature in the town, Upward of 
twelve hundred perions were there affembled 
on Monday the fifth of September, when 
the roof—loaded with above a hundred boys, 
whe, notwithftanding fuch prohibition and 
Watchfulnefs as could be expected from the 
imperfect police of the town, had clambered 
up to enjoy the ficht through the chinks left 
betwéen the boards—fel] in {uddenly at once 
In every part. As the boards which formed 
that pyramidal roof were faitened to the 
fmall roofs that covered the boxes by which 
the circus was furrounded, fome of thofe leffer 
roofs were involved in its fill : but they fell 
fucceffively, and in fach manner as rather 
to clofe the boxes on the infide than-te cruth 
them. Not one of the ‘number experienced 
the latter fate: not 4 fingle fpe@ator was 
hurt ; and, thanks to the extraordinary calm- 
nets difplayed by each individual during this 
alarming incident, there Was not even any 
thronging on the {tair-cafes by which the 


chief 
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chief part of the fpeétators retired : fome tet 
themfelves down into the area by fliding 
along the fallen roofs ; others defcended from 
a window. A fingle one. of the boys who 
were on the roof {truck his head fo violently 
againit a piaet in his fall that his life was 
for a long time in danger. At leaft forty 
others, who fell from the fame height with 
him, were net even hurt. . It is impoflible 
to conceive how fo great an ac cident fhould 
have been attended aia no greater mifchief : 
it is one of thofe fingular events which 
might not again occur with all the fame 
circumftances during the courfe of many 
centuries, and in which a man is not forry 
to have been_a party concerned, when he 


has fo fortunately e{capec from the danger. 


SECOND VISIT TO. THOMASTOWN .— 


FURTHER OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


DISTRICT. OF MAINE: 


I went by fea from Boftonto Thomattown, 
for the fecond time, on-the twelfth of Sep- 


tember. 


Fo 


The family of General Knox is. one of 


- 


tnoie 
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thofe in America to which I am the molt 
warmly attached. I therefore experienced 
a fincere pleafure on feeing myfelf once 
more among them; and the pleafure feemed 
to be mutual. The general’s fettlement 
affumes confiderable ftability. A part of hi 
uleful » projects begin to be realized; and 
the popularity which he derives from his 
pleafing manner toward all tho who ‘have 
any bufinefs to tranfa@ with him, as well as 
his gentle and frank mode of proceeding 
with the unlicenfed fettlers on his lands, 
confirm all his: profpeéts of fuccef. He is 
bufily employed in clearing foretts, making 
lime and bricks, erecting mills, building 
veffels, improving his lands, and forming an 
excellent nurfery for cattle on Brigadier 
I{land. 

His friends blame him for expending 
large {ums of money: and perhaps it may, 
be aflerted with truth that his works coft 
him more than, with greater regularity and 
watchfulnefs, they ought to coft him. But 
he cannot himfelf beftow that watchful atten- 
tion with the neceffary affiduity ; he under- 
takes too many things at once, to be able 

each 
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each day to infpect them all with fufficient 
care. ‘Trufty agents, who are rare im every 
country, are more rarely to be found in 
America than elféwhere, and {till more fo 
in a country fo thinly inhabited as the diftrict 
of Maine. But this flight want of order 
and economy in the general’s undertakings, 
though it will no doubt diminifh his profit, 
will however not prevent it from being {till 
very confiderable. 

Among the direct profits of te enterprizes 
he may reckon one of a more important na- 
ture that he will derive from the increafed 
value of lands, which will be the confe- 
quence of that activity and thofe improve- 
ments. 

His example excites and encourages in- 
duftry in many of his neighbours, and the 
induftry of his neighbours further enhances 
the value of his lands. Thus his calcula- 
tions are juft: and while he obferves in his 
undertakings all the economy and. regularity 
which furrounding circumftances will admit, 
he cannot incur the cenfure of any except 
greedy mifers, or men who have not tufficient 

Vor, Il. Aa difcern- 
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difcernment to anticipate all the provable 
confequences of his enterprizes. 

Timber has rifen in price fince laft year, 
but fire-wood in a higher proportion than 
any other: the cord of the latter was fold 
laft year for a dollar at the water-fide; itis 
now at a dollar and half; and there is not 
. found a fufficiency for the fupply of Bofton, 
where the price is at prefent five dollars, and 
vill be from feven to nine within two 
months. Sets 

Lime has fallen in price in confequence of 
the number of kilns that have been ereéted. 
The barrel of fifty gallons was laft year fold 
for ten fhilliings and nine pence; at prefent 
the price is from eight to nine fhillings. » 

Hay has rifen one tenth, but''merely on 
account of the drought of the feafon. 

The price of cattle, however, has’ rifen 
one feventh ¢ a circumftance which indicates 
fome little increafe of wealth in the country. 

The number of veffels now on the ftocks 
is alfo more confiderable. In Saint-George’s 
River alone, eleven have been built fince laft 
year. The price of the workmanfhip has 

| likewife 
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likewife rifen from three to five dollars per 
ton: the carpenter, who was paid ten dollars 
per month laft year, now receives éleven. 

Bat thefe {ymptoms of increafing wealth, 
together with the augmentation in the price 
of lands, are obfervable only on the fea-coaft 
or the borders of navigable rivers, and in the 
thick-fettled parts of the country. 

The a1umber of new inhabitants is by no 
means confiderable: and every thing that I 
fee and hear at prefent ftill further: confirms 
me in the opinion I laft year entertained 
that immigration to this country cannot take 
place to any great extent unlefs it be excited 
by powerful inducements, by ‘great eftablith- 
ments, by large ‘and judicious expenditures 
on the part of the great land-holders ‘who 
are interefted in encouraging thofe new fet- 
tlements. 

The attractions of the country, the na- 
ture of the foil, would not alone be {ufficient 
to invite new fettlers: and the diftti@ of 
Maine will yet long continue in many parts 
a defert, unlefs, by a fucceffion of means duly 

adapted to all the circumftances, its popula- 
-tith ‘be accelerated and multiplied beyond 
isd Aa2 the 
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the extent of its natural means and of the 
annual increafe it derives from immigrations. 

Thofe gentlemen who {peculate upon 
‘Change do not enter ito all thefe calcula- 
tions. They prefer the certain profpett of 
two or three per cent per month to the 
probability of. doubling or decupling their 
fortune by expences which would for a while 
divert a part of their cafh from thofe {pecu- 
lations: and they expeét from the unaided 
operation of time an increafe in the value of 
their lands, which, however, will not by 
that flow procefs ever take place in thofe 
northern countries. 

Such is faid to be the plan intended to be 
purfued by Mr. Bingham, who, after having 
{old to Mr. Baring for fixty thoufand pounds 
{terling one half pe the twelve hundred thou- 
{and acres of land which he poffeffes at the 
head of Penobfcot-River, continues to hold 
the entire tract in conjunétion with him as 
partner upon equal terms. He befides owns. 
three millions more of acres in; other: parts 
of the diftri@ of Maine. So much the worfe 
for him. He is not or at leaft he cannot 
jong be certain of quietly keeping in his 

hands 
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hands fuch extenfive tracts of land: and Mr. 
Bingham’s popularity will not {creen him 
- from the inconveniences which, in a country 
‘like this, may attend the poffeffion of fo large 
a portion of the foil kept idle and unproduc- 
tive in the hope of an exorbitant gain. 

If great and judicious difburfements were 
laft year neceflary, as I think they were, to 
create a demand for, and confequently to 
enhance the value of, thofe immenfe tra¢is 
of land engroffed by a few rich proprietors, 
the neceffity has this year derived additional 
urgency from the treaty with Spain, which, 
by throwing open the navigation of the 
Miffifippi, excites a predilection in favour of 
the weftern lands, aud fo far diminifhes that 
which might have been entertained for thofe 
of the diftri€t of Maine. The lands them- 
felves, as well as their great produce of 
timber, will yet farther fink in value, if 
Spain cedes to France the pofleffion — of 
Louifiana, which, in the hands of an adtive 
and induftrious nation, will furnith the means 
of vending a much larger quantity of tim- 
ber, befides holding out to new fettlers the 
allurement of a milder climate in addition 

| Aas to 
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to that of excellent lands which will no 
doubt long continue at a much lower price 
than thofe of the diftrict of Maine, 

Spain can herfelf create the fame advan- 
tages as France could in Louifiana, if the 
choofes to retain it in her own poffeffion, It 
is therefore matter of urgent neceffity that 
the owners of eftates in this part of the Union 
fhould take meafures for the fale of their 
lands, and confent to make difburfements 
which, however heavy in the firft inflance, 
will be repaid to them with ample intereft, 
provided they be foon and judicioufly made. 
Otherwife the fpeculating proprietors will 
experience fevere lofles. 

In the diftrict of Maine the question is at 
prefent agitated, whether, taking advantage 
ofthe right which it derives from: its popu- 
lation, it fhall feparate from the common- 
wealth of Matlachufetts, and ereét itfelf ito 
an independent ftate. Meetings have been 
called on the fubjeét, and various petitions 
have been drawn up: and, to determine the 
gueftion of feparation, nothing more: is re- 
quired than to afcertain the with of the ma- 


jority of the inhabitants of the ftate, who 
will 
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will be confulted next year. Their opmion 
was. already taken on the fubject four years © 
fince, and they declared againft the meafure. 
It is thought that on the prefent occafion the 
decifion will be different ; becaufe the in- 
creafe of population in the iterior parts of 
the country has augmented the number of 
thofe who, not being connected with Bofton 

- by any ties of direét intereft, anticipate none 
but beneficial confequences from having the 
feat of their government nearer to their own 
homes. But the plan of feparation will ex- 
perience a powerful oppofition from the in- 
fluence of the proprietors of thofe immentfe 
tracts of land. 

Taxed as the diftrict of Maine now is by 
the ftate of Maffachufetts, it has but a very 
moderate burden of taxation to’ bear, becaufe 
it is confidered as an infant province, as not 
yet having called forth into activity its flen- 
der refources, and as containing extenfive 
tracts of unproductive land which the {tate 
of Maflachufetts herfelf has recently fold 
to the great f{peculators above mentioned, 

'Thofe vaft poffeflions are therefore very 
lichtly taxed at prefent. But the cafe will 
Aaa be 
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be different if the diftri@ of Maine be ereéted 
into a feparate ftate: for, in the firt place, 
the public expences will be increafed ; and, 
on the other hand, the jealoufy entertained 
by the laborious and indigent clafs of pro- 
prietors againft the pofleffors of immenfe 
tracts — who, enjoying opulence in other 
ftates, fuffer their lands in this quarter to 
fre unimproved, in expectation of the time 
vhen they may be enabled to fell them at 
a higher rate to thofe fame petty proprietors 
—will caufe a confiderable augmentation in 
the taxes on that {pecies of property. It is 
known that thofe lands have been purchafed 
from the ftate of Maflachufetts at a very 
low price: and the new ftate of Maine will 
find her advantage in augmenting the tax 
upon them, inafmuch as it will compel the 
great proprietors to. divide and {ell thofe 
lands without delay, and confequently ‘will 
increafe the number of inhabitants and the 
quantity of produce. 

Above one half of the ditri@ of Maine is 
owned by fuch proprietors ; the principal of 
whom are—General- Knox for the Waldo- 
patent, the Plymouth company, the com- 


pany 
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pany of the twenty townfhips, General Lin- 
coln, Mr. Charles Vaughan, and particularly 
Mr. Bingham who pofleffes there from three 
to four millions of acres. 

Thefe fimple faéts fufficiently fhew what 
great obftacles will be oppofed to the forma- 
tion of the new ftate: but thofe obftacles 
will probably be removed, fince it is a mea- 
fure which juftice and the intereft of the 
people demand. 


RETURN TO BOSTON. 


After twelve days {pent at General Knox’s 
habitation, I quitted the diftri& of Maine, 
and returned by fea to Bofton. I had gone 

_ by land in the preceding year; and nothing 
now remained to gratify my curiofity in the 
courfe of fo long and difficult a journey. 
The vefiels that fail from the diftri@ of 
Maine are fo heavily laden with cumbrous 
articles that no {pace is left open on the deck 
beyond what is neceffary for the manage- 
ment of the helm ; confequently there is no 
pofiibility of walking; anda paffenger mutt 
either confine himfelf to the cabin or fit on 
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the cargo. ‘hat of the {chooner in which I 
{failed was fifty cords of fire-wood. ; Fortu- 
nately the weather was fine—the cabin new 
and neat—the mafter, whofe name is Kel-. 
leran, a very civil good-natured man—and 
my paflage of only thirty-fix hours’ duration, 
On the day preceding my arrival at Bof- 
ton, the prefident’s proclamation was te- 
ceived there, in which he announces his firm 
etermination of retiring from public. life, 
{t is in the month of March next that 
the four years of his fecond prefidency will 
expire; and in December of the prefent 
year the elections will be held for the choice 
of a perfon to be placed at the head of the 
federal government. It was therefore time 
that -he fhould announce his refolution, which 
I cannot otherwife confider than as a ferious 
misfortune. for the United States: for the 
office of prefident is not fo well provided with 
the means of execution as not to require fome 
acceflion of ftrength from the popularity of 
the man who holds it, and from the con- 
fidence repofed in him by his fellow-citizens. 
Now, in all the United States, no individual 


poflefies fo many claims to the general con- 
fidence 
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fidence as George Wafhington, nor does any 
individual enjoy it in fo high a degree. 

That proclamation of the prefident, be- 
fides. what.relates to his refignation, contains 
alfo political counfels to the citizens of the 
United States——No man entertains a higher 
refpeét than I do for the prefident’s merit 
and virtues; ‘none is more firmly convinced 
that the. fole objet of his conduct has in- 
variably. been the good of his country; but 
when a man js anative of France, he muft 
have that opinion eftablifhed on very {trong 
grounds indeed, if he do not, in one part of | 
the proclamation, difcover a marked anti- 
pathy to. France, and a predilection for Eng- 
land, which bear a much ftronger refem- 
blance to party-fpirit than to the fpirit of 
juftice, or even, I will venture to fay, to 
found policy, Ido not mean that any blame 
can attach to him for the advice which he 
gives to his countrymen not to become de- 
pendent on any other nation: but it appears 
that this counfel, delivered fimply and in 
general terms, would preferve all its force, 
its propriety, its juftice ;. whereas, offered as 
it is in fuch ample extent, and with the 
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the characters which accompany its develop. 
ment, one cannot be furprized that the pre- 
fident’s enemies find in it a fubject for cen- 
fure: and among thofe who efteem and re- 
{pect his virtues without feeling the influence 
of party-fpirit, there are few, I believe, who 
would not have withed that this over-long 
article had been treated in a different man. 
ner. Even the other parts of the procla- 
mation, which are not liable to the reproach 
of impropriety or party {pirit, are juftly taxa- 
ble with diffufenefs and unneceffaty length, 
All the principles indeed are true, and the 
counfels good: but they would have been 
equally fo, and would have appeared more 
fo, if they had been delivered with concife- 
nels and fimplicity. I have further heard it 
obferved that the advices contained” in that 
proclamation are unfeafonably given. Itis. 
(fay thofe who cenfure it) in vacating the 
chair after the expiration of his term, that 
his adieux would have come at their pro- 
per time: but they are premature when the 
man who thus takes his leave of the public 
has yet fix months to exercife his fun@tions. 
That proclamation, as may reafonably be. 
expected, 





NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, XC. 365 


expected, meets with admirers who extol the 
very parts which moft deferve cenfure, as 
well as cenfurers who condemn in it what 
is entitled to nought but praife. 

This refignation of the prefident, which 
was doubted through all America a forte 
night. ago, feems however to produce no 
fenfation at Bofton ; it engrofies no greater 
fhare ofthe general attention than any other 
article of intelligence; and after the firft 
day it ceafed to be a topic of converfation. 
The defeéts and the merits of the proclama- 
tion are equally buried in filence. Does this 
indifference with which fo important an event 
is viewed at Bofton arife from the circum- 
ftance,of the people’s minds being wholly 
engroffed by interefted purfuits, fo as to leave 
no room for any other objeét? or is it the 
offspring of conftitutional apathy? Thefe 
are queftions which I fhall be better able to 
determine when I have feen a greater num- 
ber of people and vifited different places. 
In the mean time I am not the lefs fur- 
prized at what I here obferve. | 

During my fhort abfence from Bofton, a 

‘fever, in which the phyficians who were 
confulted 
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confulted difcovered the charaG@erittics of the 
yellow fever, broke out in a clofe <natrow 
part of the town enjoying little” circulation 
of air, and inhabited by poor families. Al. 
moit every one who was attacked by it died 
within three days; and thofe who approached 
the fick caught the infe@tion.. A hint of the 
danger of this contagion, prudently fuggeft- 
ed to the Seleét-Men, though without pro- 
nouncing the name of * yellow fever,” was. 
productive of the falutary meafure of caufing 
the families who either were themfelves 
actually infected or had had communication 
with thofe who were, to be removed from 
the town, their beds to be burned, and their 
houfes purified and fuffered to ftand>empty, 
without alarming any one with a name 
which carries terror with it through’ every 
part of America. In confequence of thefe 
precautions the difeafe difappeared. | Few 
of the fick perfons who were removed fell 
victims to it; no individual of their families 
caught the-infection ; and Bofton, which lof 
by this fever eight or'ten of its inhabitants, 

now enjoys perfect falubrity. 
The. fortifications jof Caftle-Mland have 
fince 
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fince laft year been put into fomewhat better 
condition. The ~parapets are raifed,- and 
within their inclofure are placed a fcore of 
cannons, forty-two-pounders, taken fromthe 
Englifh during the laft war. Thefe ‘cannons 
are mounted on coaft-carriages, ita “kind 
of imitation of our French coaft-batteries fo 
{kilfully contrived by Monfieur de Gribeau- 
val; but the imitation is very imperfect : 

ve carriages are heavy and clumfily made ; 
the platforms are deficient in folidity, and 
the parapets fo little elevated that all the 
men ferving the pieces would remain expofed 
to the fire of the enemy’s fhips that might 
attémpt to enter. It is at the expence of 
the commonwealth of Mafiachufetts that 
Caftle-Ifland “has been’ put into’ this’ petty 
{tate of defence, which is perhaps {othewhat 
worfe than nothing, fince it is incapable of 
anfwering ahy good” putpofe, “and at’ the 
farne time iif a vain confidence. The 
legiflature have pofitively refufed to’cede this 
ifland to the general government, which, as 
1 have pier ed in the’ journal of my’ firft 
tolir, had allotted funds'td put it into a flate 
of Comiptete defence, 
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PORTSMOUTH. 


In going to Portfmouth I went over the 
fame ground that I had travelled laft year 
in coming from it. 

The fever which carried off during this 
fummer about forty perfons at Negiaaas 
Port, has now fubfided. 

Epidemic difeafes generally ceafe in every 
part of America at the commencement of 
the cold weather. The malady at New- 
bury-Port had, according to the affertion of 
the phyficians, the charatteriftics of the yel- 
low fever: but, fince the ravages caufed by 
that diftemper at Philadelphia three years 
ago, the appellation is too lightly beftowed 
on all epidemic bilious fevers, which, it muft 
be owned, poffefs on this continent, a con- 
fiderable degree of malignity, and in the 
treatment of which the phyficians do not 
feem to difplay much {kill. : 

Although thefe fevers have hitherto broken 
out only in the fea-ports, many medical men © 
do not now, as in the beginning, think them 
imported from. the Weft-Indies, but con- 
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ceive them, like almoft all other epidemic 
difeafes, to have originated in the country. 
That which prevailed at Newbury had its 
principal focus in a quarter contiguous to 
the port but it alfo fpread to feveral other 
parts of the town. It was not very des 
{tructive, fince in three months it carried 
off only about forty pérfons from a popula- 
tion of five thoufand inhabitants. -The phy- 
ficians affert, that, notwithftanding the ras 
vages of that diforder, fewer perfons have 
fallen vi€tims this year at Newbury-Port 
than ufually die at the fame feafon, which is 
always fickly in a greater or leffer degree. 
If this affertion be well founded, the faé 
muft be confidered ‘as extraordinary. 


CONSTITUTION, LAWS, AND COM. 
MERCE, OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


During fix days which I fpent at Portf 
mouth, I procured fome information refpect- 
ing the ftate of NewsHampfhire, which the 
Gostness of my ftay there laft “year had not 
allowed me to acquire. 

The new conftitution of this ftate, framed, 
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in 1782, underwent.a revifion in 1792, In 
its principal features it refembles thofe of 
all the other ftates. Here follows a thort 
abftracét of it. 

All the public funétionaries, except thok 
of the judicial department, are eleéted only 
for one year. 

The eletors for all Kise are the fame; 
and the only conditions required to. qualify 
an elector are the payment of a tax, the 
age of twenty-one. years, and the. profeffion 
of the proteftant religion. ‘This laft in 
tolerant condition, which is faid to have ex- 
perienced great oppofition as well in’ the 
original formation of the conftitution in 1782 
as in its revifion in.17Q2, is required for all 
the offices in the ftate. 

The fenators are elected by. diftriéts; and 
for this purpofe an imaginary: divifion has 
been made of the ftate into twelve diftrids 
nearly equal in’ point of taxation. The 
fenators are twelve in number,, and choofe 
from their own body a prefident, who pet- 
forms the functions of leutenant- governor 
whenever. occafion fo requires. » 


The legiflature can alter the basiediics 
of 
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of the diftricts- according” to. the ‘changes 
which may take place in their relative 
wealth. 

The qualifications for eligibility as a fena-. 
tor are, that the candidate have attained the 
age of thirty years, have refided in the ftate; 
during feven years, and during one year-in 
the -diftriét where he is chofen, and that he 
poffefs a landed: property to the amount of 
eight hundred dollars. 

The reprefentatives muft be at leaft one 
and twenty years old, have refided in the 
{tate during two years, be at the time! of 
their ele¢tion inhabitants of the townfhip 
by which they are chofen, and poffefs an 
eftate of four hundred dollars, of which two 
hundred muft be in landed property in their 
own right. 

Each town or parifh containing a hundred 
and fifty inhabitants who pay taxes fends 
one reprefentative, and an additional one for 
every three hundred and fifty. more. Such 
parifhes as do not come up to the former 
number are joined together or united with 
others that are more populous, according to 
local circumftances. aes , 
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The fame conditions which qualify for a 
feat in the fenate are fufficient qualifications 
for the office of governor; with only this’ 
difference, that, in the latter cafe, the pof- 
{eflion of an eftate of two thoufand dollars is’ 
required, ‘The governor is eleéted by town- 
{fhips, and muft have an abfolute majority 
of votes: im ‘cafe-none of the’ candidates 
fhould have fuch majority, the two houfes 
of the legiflature ele& by ballot one of the 
two who have had the greateft number of 
fuffrages. 

The ftate is divided into five counties, : 
each of which eleéts in the fame manner @ 
member of the executive council. 

The power and the funétions of the two 
houfes are the fame as in the other ftates. 

The governor has a right to refufe his 
fignature to bills which have pafled through 
both houfes: but he is bound to do it within 
five days after they have been prefented to 
him; and, after his refufal, a majority of two 
thirds in each houfe can compel him to ‘affix 
his fignature. He nominates the judges, the 
fheritts, the general officers, the militia ftaff; 
he is commander in chief of the troops, and 

can, 
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can grant pardons; but all this muft be done 
by the advice of his council. In cafes of no- 
mination, the governor and they have the 
power of a mutual negative over each other. 
——The judges are appointed during good be- 
haviour ; but none of their number can re- 
main-in office after the age of feventy years. 

The Jegiflature of New-Hampfhire fits 
twice a year. 

In their laft fefiion the legiflature have re- 
gulated the mode: of choofing the fix electors 
who are to vote for a prefident and vice- 
prefident of the United States. Thofe elec- 
tors are to be appointed, in like manner a3 
the governor of the ftate, by the eleCtors of 
each townfhip. The votes are to be tranf- 
mitted by the Seleét-Men to the fecretary of 
{tate ; they are next to be examined by both 
houfes of the legiflature, who will then de- 
clare the fix ele¢tors. The perfons thus 
chofen are to meet on the firft Wednefday i in 
December, 

The laws of New-Hamphhire allow the 
utmoft latitude of teftamentary devife: but 
in.cafes of inteftacy one third of the property 
is affigned to the furviving hufband or wife, 
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and the remamder’ divided in! equal pagans 
among the children, |  ditn 

The criminal code; which is only a’ mitic 
gation of.the Englifh code, {till infli@s the 
punifhment: of death -in snumerous® cafes; 
Whipping and. the pillory -are the fecond 
gradation of punifhment, and are appointed 
for a very ‘confiderable number’ of ‘offences. 
In many cafes the corporal punifhment may 
be avoided: on’: payment of a fine.’ Stedllers 
ef horfes or other cattle}. after having: ftood 
expofed.in the pillory, are: marked inthe face 
with, feveral black lines which time°aloneé 

can obliterate. Thieves of every other kind 
are condemned’ to the fame siomemesis: ue 
cafe of a repetition of their crime. 

The Jaw’ refpeting Sunday, lefs tin@ured 
with puerile fuperf{tition than ‘that of Mafa- 
chufetts, confines” its prohibitions to bodily 
labour and amufements. | etitD 

The finaiuces-of the ftate are‘in good ‘6r- 
der, At the conclufion of the war its*gene- 
ral debt amounted to about five “hundred 
thoufand dollars, of which® three hundred 
thow‘and have been affumed by thé Union, 
which allows for them, as eHewheré, ‘an in- 
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tereft of fix per cent until they be feim- 
burfed. The other two hundred thoufand, 
that-temiained as a debt on the ftate, have 
béen paid off by fales of land and other fpe- 
éial-means ;~New-Haimpfhire has at prefént 
in hand a fund of two hundred and fifty 
thoufand dollars,‘ part ‘in fecurities of the 
United States, part in the barik. 

-The‘commiffioners appointed to fettle the 
accounts: between the United States and the 
individual ftates have declared New-Hamp- 
fhire creditor in the fum “of fevénty-fiye 
thoufand and. fixty-five dollars—The -ex- 
pences of the governmént are Ordinarily 
about’-twenty-eight thoufand fix hundred 
dollais : they are fometimes higher accords 
ing to circumitaices. In that ‘aatt are not 
included the purchafes of arms and’ ammu- 
hition required’ to furnifk the magazines to 
the extent preftribed by the flaw. 

Slavery is not abolifhed here by ani exprefs 
law; asin Maffachufetts. ‘The ‘firft article 
of the New-Hanipfhire: declaration ‘of rights 
pronounces that all men are born equal and 
independent: but private intereft has fug- 
gefted an interpretation of that article whick 

Bb4 reftricts 
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reftricts its benefits to thofe born after the 
promulgation of the conftitution, — There 
are however no fales of flaves: the public 
authority is not exerted for the feizure of 
thofe who run away; -and the. few. flaves 
who are in the ftate are ip all re{pects treats 
ed on the fame footing with other fervants. 
Their children are educated at the fame 
{chools, . The real evil, therefore, the de- 
gradation of flavery, does not exift in News 
Fiampfhire;-and the name of flave is hardly 
known in the,ftate. No better plan equld be 
adopted by a people who {topped hort of 
gotal emancipation, 
For fome years back the ftate has ca 
poled no taxes. The legiflature neverthes 
Jefs make it a rule to exercife occafionally 
the right of taxation, for. the purpofe of 
betaine the inhabitants, accuftomed to.fuch 
sGatributiens and alfo of increafing the pubs 
lic refources, The laft fum ia was 
twenty-four thoufand dollars, Lands, movas 
ble property, cattle, even money in the 
funds, are fubject to the tax; and the. {cale 
of proportion between the different articles 
taxed by the ftate feryes as a bafis for all 
the 
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the county and town rates, which, though 
more. contiderable than thofe here * the 
ftate, are yet very light.. 

in ‘the gencral sAicheabint of the taxes, 
each county, and each townfhip in’ each 
county, has its particular quota afligned ‘to it 
by: the: law, which-may’ however vary’ in 
coniequence of any importatit ‘changes: tak- 
ing place.in the. wealth of Bani tdwiithips or 
counties?! | 

The mode of affeffing and levying the 
taxes is‘nearly the fame ii New-Hamphhire 
as in Maflachufetts. “The valuation’ of all 
taxable property isto be made every fifth 
year at fartheft.. The poll-tax, to which all 
men from the ageof eighteen years to that 
of feventy are fubject, is eight fhillings per 
head. «The total annual amount of taxable 
property, .according tothe laft valuation 
made in 1794, 1s: fofty-two thoufand and 
ninety»pounds, or a hundred and forty thou- 
fand three hundred dollars. The poll-tax 
payable by twenty-eight thoufand eight hun- 
dred and. thirteen inhabitants. makes a part 
of that fum. The Sele&t-Men are the aft 
feflors of the taxes’in the different town= 
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fhips; and it is to: them, that the ftatestreas 
furer fends, the fchedule- of the apportions 
ment of the taxes... They. are in:copfe. 
quence .authorized. to, demand of each -in- 
habitant a yearly written declaration of his 
property. In cafe of deception: in thofe des 
clarations, the Seleét-Men affefs. the. trant 
greflor to four times the amount of. the: fum 
at which he was rated. The inhabitants 
have the power of appointing the: collecs 
tors; but the appointment is generally left 
to the Seleét-Men, who agree with the ins 
habitants for the expence of colleétion; which 
is from four; to five per cent. -The taxes 
are to be levied and remitted to the treafurer 
during. the courfe of the year; and they 
are in general punctually paid.. » The law 
provides. means for calling to account the 
Select-Men, colle&tors, treafurers, &c. who 
are guilty of negle@ or difhonefty, 

The ftate debt,. of which I have not been 
able to learn'the precife amount, is far from 
confiderable, and probably will within a very 
fhort period be wholly extinguithed. 

The.roads, and the finger-poits which the 
law requires to be ereéted on them, are kept 
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in repair by the townfhips,' that is to fay, by 
the perfonal labour of each inhabitant, or 
a pécuniary commutation in its ftead.« The 
rate for the maintenance of the poor is alfo 
a'town fate. Several houfes are eftablifhed 
for ‘their reception in different parts of the 
ftate, and°are‘in general as ill kept as fuch 
eftablifthments are every-where elfe. 
Portfmouth “is the only port of entry in 
the commonwealth of. New - Hampfhire.— 
Exeter and Dover, fituate’ in the iriner part 
of the fame bay, and to: which fome veffels 
of inferior tonnage go up, carry on no com- 
merce except through the mediuny of Portt- 
mouth; and have no cuftom-houfe. ~The 
exportations from Portfmouth amounted, in 
1790, to one hundred and thirty-four thou- 
fand three hundred and nine dollars — ‘in 
1791, to one Hundred ‘afd fifty-one thoufand 
four hundred and twenty-five—in 1792, to 
one hiindred and eighty-one thoufand three 
hendred*-and fixty-eight—in 1793, to one 
hundredand feventy-fix thoufand and eighty- 
fhreein 1794, to one hundred and fixty- 
four thoufand two hundred and -feventeen 
«in 1795, to two hundred and forty-fix 
thoufand 
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thousand three hundred and fixty-four—and, 
in the firft fix months of the prefent year 
1790, to two, hundred and fixty-two thoufand 

three hundred and fifty-one. | 
he confiderable increafe_in the prefent 
year was occafioned by the. extraordinary 
circumftance of feveral fhips coming from 
the Weft-Indies, which, though configned 
to other ports, were obliged: to difcharge 
their cargoes here. - The: produce of the 
cuftom -houfe duties on imported. articles 
amounted, in 1790, to fixteen thoufand five 
hundred and {eventy-nine dollars—in 1791, 
to thirty-one thoufand feven hundred and 
fifty-four—in 1792, to forty-five thoufand 
four hundred and_ ninety-nine—in 1793, to 
fifty-one thoufand feven hundred and fifty~ 
eight—in 1794, to fifty-one thoufand eight 
hundred-and three—and, in 1795, to fifty. 
nine thoufand fix hundred and fifty-eight, 
The principal articles of thofe importations 
are the productions of the, Weft-India iflands. 
wine, foap, oil, and hemp, from Europe— 
and manufactured goods. It is with the 
French, iflands that New dcuntes carries 
on the chief part of her. Weft-India trade, 
and 





NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &C. 381 


and with Holland and Germany of her Eu- 
ropean. It is moft commonly through the 
medium of Bofton that fhe receives her fup- 
plies of Britifh goods. ‘The veflels belong- 
ing to Portfmouth that vifit England, feldom 
touch there except on their return from Ger- 
many. 

The productions of New-Hampfhire. are 
Indian corn, wheat, barley, rye, black cate 
tle, goats, fheep, hogs, horfes, mules, poul- 
try, flax, hemp, pot-afh, pcearl-afh, timber 
_ of every kind and in great quantities. “Thefe 
furnifh matter for her exportations : but the 
local fituation of the country, which removes 
from the vicinity of the fea a great number 
of its inhabitants, and places them. nearer 
to the Connecticut and the North-River, 
caufes a great portion of the produce to pafs 
through Albany, New-York; and the towns 
of Conneéticut.—New-Hampbhhire re-exports 
moreover a great quantity of commodities 
imported from the Weft-Indies. 

The total amount of the tonnage em- 
ployed by this .ftate in foreign trade’ was, 
in 1793, eleven thoufand feven hundred and 
fine tons——in 1794, twelve thoufand ‘and 
eleven 
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eleven—in 1795, twelve thoufand nine hun. 
dred and feventy—in the prefent year1796; 
it is thirteen thoufand five hundred and forty, 
In addition to this, the tontiage employed’ in 
the coafting trade and fifheries was, in 1793, 
one thoufand two hundred and fifty-five tong 
—in 1794, one thoufand four hundred and 
twenty-cight—i 1795, one thoufand four 
hundred and forty-fix:—and it now amounts, 
im. 1796, to one thoufand four hundred and 
fifty. | 
The population of New-Hampbhhire con- 
fifts of about a hundred and ninety thoufand 
fouls... Although almoft all the townthips, 
which are generally-of fix {quare miles, have 
been granted by the ftate, {ome are yet wholly 
deftitute of inhabitants, and many others 
contain very few. It is.only from its own 
population that this ftate can expeét any 
confiderable increafé ; for there is no im- 
migration to it from other parts.» The laws 
of New-England had long prohibited the ad- 
miffion of any emigrants from Europe, ex- 
cept Englifhmen, who are not eafily induced 
to quit» their native country. Since thofe 
prohibitory laws have ceafed to be enforced, 
- : foreign 
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foreign immigrants are not more numerous 
in New-Hampfhire than at former periods’; 
becaufe,.in the firft place, Conneticut, 
Rhode-Ifland, and\Maffachufetts, havé at pre- 
fent ‘nearly their due quantum of’ popula- 
tion; and, in the fecond place, becaufe the 
tide of foreign immigration, having long 
fince taken its courfe towatd the ftates of 
New-York, Pennfylvania,* &c.! will,’ for a 
long time.to:come, flow in the fame ¢han- 
nels, attracted by motives: of confaneuinity, 
and the various relations exiftine between 
the new immigrants and the old! Such im4 
migrations from thofe’ three poptlous ftates 
of New-England, as.do not take a 'weftern 
direction, incline ‘toward Vermont in pre- 
ference to. New-Hampbhire, becaufe'in Ver- 
mont the lands are ‘cheaper. )Phe ftate of 
Vermont, moreover, at:the time of “its. for- 
mation; pafled a-law; unjuft in itfelf, but fa- 
vourable ta'a fpeedy increafe of population 
in the country. “A-great part of its lands 
had»been granted:in the mafs to the ‘inhabi- 
tants of New-Hampthire by the governors 
of that ftate, of which Vermont: then’ con- 
ftituted a part. When ereéted into a fepa* 
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rate commonwealth, -the legiflature of Vera ° 
mont declared that every perfon taking pof. - 
feffion of the uninhabited lands, by whom4 
foever owned, fhould enjoy them unmolefted 
during the {pace.of feven»years. ' Allured 
by this invitation, outcafts, debtorsy: needy 
adventurers, flocked thither from all quar- 
ters, The inhabitants of New-Hamphhire, 
who were the proprietors. of thofe ‘lands, 
fearing to fee themfelves: entirely» deprived 
of them, concluded bargains with the new- 
comers on whatever terms -the Jatter were 
pleafed to allow. In:confequence of thefe 
tranfactions, the population of Vermont-re« 
ceived fo rapid an increafe, that, althoagh 
ten years fince it hardly.contained forty thou- 
fand inhabitants, it now —reckons© above’a 
hundred thoufand; and Jand.ftill continues 
there at a lower price than inNew-Hamp- 
fhire, where from one to five dollars are paid © 
per acre in the interior part of the country, ’ 
according to the number ‘of inhabitants ale 
ready fettled i in the townfhip where the a5 i 

chafe is made. 
Free fchools are f{upported. at the publi 
eevee | in New«Hampfhire, asin Maflachu- 
fetts 5 


an — 
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fetts ; with this difference, however,.that in : 
none of them do children teceive: the ‘firft. | 
leflons in reading... The pupils are, inftruét- 
ed in writing and arithmetic—in .Latin, ag: 
far as Virgil and Cicero——in ,Greek, fo far, 
only, .as to tranflate the Teftament—and in 
the principles of the Englifh language, An 
academy at, Exeter purfues the courfe of edu- 
cation.a little farther, and gives: fome tinc-, 
ture-of the iciences.. The univerfity eof New- 
Hampfhire. is at Dartmouth on Conneéticut- 
River. The parents of the children are 
bound to have them taught to read. The 
want of gratuitous inftruction in that firft 
{tage is.certainly a bar to the general dif- 
femination of knowledge through the ftate., 
The more I fee of America, the. more 
firmly.am I convinced that the underftands 
ings..of the, people are, every-where good. 
The anhabitants are induftrious : each family 
has its:domeftic manufactories: where the ne- 
ceffaty articles,of clothing are fabricated and 
died,: yet few families -refrain :from puts 
chafing at the retailer’s ftore fome Eyrox 2 
pean itufis og ribands, that they may nbtyaat . 
Vor. JU. pC... ow ee Sree eRS 
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the meeting on funday, appear lefs fine than 
their neighbours. 

The militia of New-Hampfhire is divided 
into twenty-eight regiments, and amounts to 
twenty-eight thoufand men, of whom two 
thoufand are cavalry, and fix hundred artil- 
lerifts. 

Notwithftanding the claufe in the contti- 
tution which requires the profeflion of the 
proteftant religion as a qualification for every 
public office, unbounded religious freedom 
prevails in the fate, and almoft every fect 
of Chriftians have here public places of wor- 
fhip. 

The moft ancient fettlements in New- 
-Hampfhire were formed foon after thofe of 
Maflachufetts. Portfmouth and Dover are 
the places where the firftt eftablifhments 
were made. But difturbances having arifen 
in this province, and introduced a ftate of 
anarchy which became intolerable to the 
majority of the inhabitants, they put them- 
felves under the proteétion of the. colony of - 
Maflachufetts which was in a much more 


flourifhing condition, and where a more re- 
oulat 
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gular fyftem of laws was followéd. ~ They 
incorporated themifelves with Maflachufetts 
in 1642: but the province of Néw~Hamp- 
fhire becoming more populous, and fome dif- 
contents having broken. out on occafion of 
the fuperiority which Maffachufetts affumed 
over it—and thefe difcontents being more- 
over embittered by quarrels on the fubject of 
religion—the inhabitants petitioned the Eng- 
lith court that their colony might again be- 
come a feparate province ; and accordingly, 
by an ediét iffued in 1679, Charles the Se- 
cond granted their requeft, and created New- 
Hampfthire a diftinét and royal province. 
One of the fix frigates voted two years 
fince by Congrefs was to have. been: built 
here: but, like thofe of Portfmouth in Vir- 
ginia and of New-York, it is among the 
three of which the national legiflature at 
their laft feffion countermanded the con- 
ftruction.. The timber, which coft fo much 
money, remains in the dock-yard_half- 
wrought; and, notwithitanding all the care 
which, people fay, will be taken for its pre- 
fervation, a very {mall portion of it will-af- 
ter a few years be fit for fervice. In a 


Cc2 dock- 











388 ; TRAVELS. THROUGH 


dock-yard adjoining to that where this fri- 
gate was: begun, the’ fame workmen who 
were employed upon it are now. building 
one intended-to carry:thirty-two guns, which 
was firtt laid on the: ftocks a month -fince, 
and is’ to’be-finithed by. next’ {pring.)’ It-is 
-aprefent demanded of the United-States by 
the dey of Algiers,’ as an inducement to his 
faithful obfervance of the treaty he has-con- 
cluded with theni. It ‘is afferted that ‘this 
condition, «which the executive power of the 
United States’ is. eager {peedily to: comply 
with, is the refult of a ‘fupplemental treaty 
which will’ remain unknown -till the next 
{effion of Congtefs ; but that there canexift 
no doubt that neceffity will oblige them to 
ratify it-+W hen we recollect that thofe fix 
frigates were voted: fer the purpote of re= - 
prefling the piracies of the Algerines—when 
we read the treaty*fince concluded, and fee 
‘a frigate ‘given to thofe fame Algerines as a 
prefent from America—we might reafonably 
be farprized “if the power of the United 
States, and ‘the confiftency of their political 
fyftem, Avere’ held in high repute at Al- 
giers. ° | 


In 





NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 389 


In going to’ Portfmouth; I purfued the 
fame track as Jaft: year, through! Salem; 
Newbury, Hampton. I have therefore no 
new. information ‘to offer, except. that ‘al- 
moft every article is rifen im price, and that 
fhip-building is carried on in -alkithe créeks 
with fill greater aGtivity than during the lait 
year, -as if trade were always to be carried 
on in American bottoms to the fame extent, 
But the war canfot endure for-ever; and, 
on the return of peace, many of thé fhip- 
owners will difcover that they might have 
employed their money to greater advantage. 

I returned from Portfmouth by: the upper 
road. It was at the diftance of feveral miles 
from the fea, and it is not longer than the 
other; but itis lef$ agreeable, and more 
difficult, inafmuch as it crofles mountains 
and-fands, and efpecially as it les through a 
lefs beautiful and lefs cultivated country, 


EXETER. 


This town; fourteen miles diftant from 
Portfmouth, is the feat of the government of 
New-Hampfhire,. and. fituate in the county 

Cc3 of 
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of Rockingham, on the river Surampfcot, 
at the head of the bay of Pifcataqua., It 
contains about three hundred and fifty houfes, 
aud from fixteen to feventeen hundred. in- 
habitants,“ The: houfes are tolerably: neat ; 
and ‘the-place receives a good fhare of acti- 
vity from feveral mills for corn, papery full 
ing, tobacco, chacolate, and fawing, and from 
{ome iron-works. 

I have obferved that there was an-aca~ 
demy in this town. >It was incorporated In 
1781 by an att of the legilature, under the 
name: of »“¢ Phillips’s Exeter . Academy,” 
from the name of a Mr. Phillips, a minifter 
of Exeter, who was the principal donor to 
it:~-Before the’ revolution, and at the time 
when Portimouth carried on an extenfive 
commerce, many veflels were built at Exe- 
ter::but, fince the decline of the trade, of 
Portfmouth, the fhip-building at Exeter has 
dwindled. almoft to nothing ; not more than 
two or three veffels being annually built 
there, and thefe being only floops. No vel 
fels above the burden of twenty tons can go 
up to that town. | 


Under the head of Portfmouth I forgot 
£0 
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to notice a particularity which would there 
have been more properly placed than under 
the head of Exeter, although the fame fact 
exifts here alfo. It is, that in that con- 
fiderable town, where all. the houfes except 
one or two are built of wood, the only mode 
prattifed for cleaning the chimneys 1s to fet 
them on fire. ‘That operation is performed 
in rainy weather, that the roofs, which are 
covered with fhingles, may be ‘the lefs ex- 
pofed to catch fire from the flying fparks. 
There is not an inftance on record of any 
mifchief having been caufed by this fingular 
procefs of cleaning the chimneys. The want 
of chimney-fweepers firft gave rife to. this 
practice, which is at length fo. thoroughly 
eftablithed by.‘habit, as to be now employed 
in preference to any other, even when {weeps 
happen to pa{s through the town. The fame 
cuftom almoft univerfally prevails in all the 
{mall towns or villages of New-England, and 
alfo in many other parts of America. 


Pein Cie4 oa! HAVER- 
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HAVER-HILL. 


From Exeter to Haver-hill, the country 
wars the appearance of a defert 5 prefenting 
to the wrew. an almoft uninterrupted | fue 
celion of ‘woods. of the pooreft kind and of 
the {malleft e¢rowth—here.and there a few 
acies cultivated—but ‘bad land; ‘bad culture, 
indfferent ‘houfes : — the: traveller faneies 
hinfelf at’ the diftance of a: hundred ‘miles 
fron any inhabited country: » Within’ few 
miles from Havet-hill: the country affumes 
a nore pleafing afpe@ ; the land 4s better, 
the cultivation more regular, ahd thé houfes 
more fightly. Haver-hillis in the ftate of 
Malachufetts, and fituate on the Merrimack, 
the fame ¥iver which forms the port. of 
Newbury. Over this river was built in 17094 
a tolerably’ hatidfome bridge, confifting of 
three ‘wooden arches, each a’ hundred ‘and 
eighty-two feet in breadth, and fupported by 
{ton piers and buttreffes. This bridge is 
not ufficiently light in its upper part: and 
as the intervals’betwceen the arches are not 


raifel to a level with the tops of the vaults, 
there 


ne 





NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. -3938 


there is a defcent from each to the plat-form 7 
of the pier, and an afcent to the next,.fo ds | 
to render the palfage unpleafant.' Bu: civil 
architecture has not yet made fufficiest ad~ 
vances to improvement in this new cauntry 
to admit of attention being paid to ae con- 
veniénce of travellers. 

A confiderable number of fhips ar: an 
nually built at Haver-hill— often fiity or 
fixty. The greater number of them are 
fold inthe fouthern’ ftates. Only fix veffels 
are owned by the merchants of this por:, and 
employed in the Weft-Indian and even in 
thé Eurépean trade: but they take their 
cargoes to Bofton,: whence are procured the 
foreign commodities. neceflary for the con 
fumptioh dnd’ trade of Haver-hill, which 
fupplies ‘many townfhips in the back roun= 
try. The ftores here are humerous and well 
{tocked :. and the manufactories: that:claim 
more particular notice are a pretty cons 
fiderable one of fail-cloth, and fome diftil- 
lerres.» Although ‘hemp ‘is produced both in 
New-Hampfhire and Maflachufetts) that. of 
Ruffian growth is’alone ufed in this fail- 

cloth- 
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cloth-manufactory ; and it-is procured from 
Bofton. 

I have been affured that vetlels of a hun- 
dred tons burden can come up to Haver-hill 
in the high tides.. This town, which con- 
tains between two and three thoufand in- 
habitants, is moreover in a {tate of increafe: 
anda great number of handfome ‘houfes are 
now a-building in it. The price of land in 
its vicinity is a hundred dollars‘the’acre: at 
fome diftance, it is only thirty. “The agri- 
culture in its immediate environs is almoft 
folely confined to Indian corn and | meadow. 
It is eafy here to procure workmens and. 
their wages are four fhillings and nine pence 
per day, and feven dollars per month A 
“mafon can earn feven fhillings, a houfe- 
carpenter nine fhillings, and a fhip-carpen- 
ter two dollars. Philadelphia flour now fells 
here at thirteen dollars the barrel, that of 
the country produce at fix or feven. This 
énormous difference arifes not only from the 
difference in the beauty of the grain and im 
the goodnefs of the mills, but alfo from the 


adulteration of the country flour, which, not 
being 
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being fubje@ to any in{pection, is mixed with 
the flour of peas, beans, and potatoes, and 
thus is inferior in quality even to good In- 
dian meal. 


RETURN TO BOSTON: 


Beyond Haver-hill bridge the traveller . 
enters the townfhip of Brentford, which is 
a part of the county of Effex, and where the 
land {till prefents the fame appearance. In 
this townfhip is a confiderable. manufacture 
of men’s {hoes for exportation, The num- 
ber daily. produced by the workmen of this 
little place is ef{timated at two hundred pair. 
Thefe fhoes, which are of good materials 
and well made, are fold at four fhillings and 
nine pence halfpenny the pair. ‘The leather 
employed in making them comes from the 
Spanith part of Saint-Domingo. 

From Haver-hill ta Bofton the country is 
quite rich, abounding in good houfes and 
beautiful farms. The townthip of Andover 
in particular is remarkable for its: charm- 
ing meadows, and the numerous herds. of 
fine cattle with which they are ftocked., 

On 
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On this little journey I chatted) according 
to my cuftom; with every ofe whom I found 
difpofed for converfation: and it 1s not very 
common in America to find perfons who are 
averfe to it, efpecially among thofe who do 
not rank among the firft clafs of foviety. I 
every-where obferved a fenfe of refpect for 
the ptefident, but an indifferéhce on the fub- 
ject of his refignation’ ‘* He4is old; and men 
cannot laft for ever: fuch isthe general ré- 
mark. Befides, lefs importance is attached 
to the choice of his fucceffor than'T thould 
have expected: In‘this part of the country 
indeed the votes will be prétty generally in 
favour of John Adams. ‘*: He “is a good 
man,” faid to me a Colonel Beverley who 
keeps a ‘tavefn: “ Jetferfon is alfo a good 
man: wé cannot fail to’ fitid ¢ood men ih 
Amética.” wg yo 

The general fpirit and opinion‘ of the 
people are the fame here as throughout all 
Néw-England, and indeed in almoft every 
part of America—a heart-felt retolléétion of 
fhe fervices rendered by France, and of the 
evils infli€ted by England. Neither’ the new 
political” fubtilitics refpeéting the ‘real’ mo* 

. tives 
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tives of thofe fervices, nor the documents of 
national ingratitude whieh are the refult of 
them, have yet: impaired the friendly difpo- 
fitions. entertained by the -people of America 
toward France. They remember that fhe 
aided them iti the hour of need: they with 
her profperity, take an intereft in her fuc- 
ceffes, and enjoy them: with delight. ‘They 
equally remember that England burned and 
deftroyed their houfes, ‘anid did them all the 
mifchief in her power. They would not 
however on that account join with France 
to wage war againit England: they fill 
equally continue'to fupply their wants with 
the articles ‘of Britifk’ manufa@ture (which 
circumftance, be it obferved en -paffant, af- 
fords a juft fubje€@ of animadverfion on the 
want of fkilful management in the former 
French? government) ;°but they pour forth 
their ardent praye#s for the welfare of France. 
The attachment #6 Ia Fayette, fo- percep- 
tibly ‘diminitheé fr the great towns even 
fince “my. arrival’ in' America, has fuffered 
no abatement inthe other ‘parts of the con- 
tinent ; and ‘numbers’ of honeft fouls are 
every-where found who declare that.a gene- 
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ral tax, impofed for the fle purpofe of 
railing for him a confiderable property, 
would be paid with the greateft chearfulnefs 
throughout the whole extent of America, 


THIRD VISIT TO BOSTON, 


This time I found Bofton in a flate of 
confiderable agitation. The caufe is fome- 
thing of a much more ferious nature than 
the refignation of the prefident : it is the 
itelligence of the refolution announced by 
France of caufing her fhips of war and pri-_ 
vateers to feize every neutral veffel laden 
with goods of Britith manufa@ure. Already, 
I believe, in this journal, I have mentioned 
fuch an event as likely to take place—as 
being a juft and perhaps over-tardy retalia- 
tion for the capture of American {hips laden 
with provifions for France—as a meafure 
which, confidered in a commercial VICWy il- 
fliéts a deeper wound on Britain than on 
America, fince two thirds of the cargoes €X- 
ported from or imported into America are 
the property of Englith houfes—and which, - 
in fhort, even if it were to prove fevere in 

its 
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its operation on the American commerce, ‘i 
finds its apology in the late treaty concluded 
between England and America, in the ac- 
tive part which the American merchants 
took in that treaty, and in the facility with 
which they delivered up to the Englith with- 
out refiftance or reclamation the vefiels laden 
for France. I do not think I am blinded 
by my affection for my country when I thus 
juftify the ftep lately taken by her governors, 
and pronounce this fevere meafure to be 
within the bounds of that juftice which is 
confiftent with the dreadful right of war. 
I am convinced that every honeft man, 
who is unbiafled by private intereft and ab- 
folute mafter of his own opinion, will think 
as I do on the fubjeét: but he could not, 
any more than I, flatter himfelf with the 
hope of bringing over the commercial houfes 
.of America to his fentiments: “ a lofing 
gamefter cannot {mile,” fays the old pro- 
verb; and it is beyond all doubt that this 
decifive at of the French government, the 
object of which is to ruin the manufactures 
and trade of England, will be deeply felt by 
the commercial fortunes of this continent. 


Accord- 
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: 
Accordingly the merchants of Bofton, or at: 
leaft a part of them,. exclaim againft it: as. 

. fraught with injuftice, horror, treachery, and 
openly .exprefs their wifhes that America 
fhould declare war againft France. . Thefe 
puerile withes fhew what lofs they fear, and. 
how far -their fenfibility of it influences their 
judgemer . 

That j intelligence was the. fole topic of 
converfation in Bofton at the time of my are 
rival: neverthelefs it found apologifts among 
the inhabitants, even among. thofe engaged 
in trade, Since the more recent news that 
a French fleet is on its way to Halifax, peo- 
ple talk lefs loudly againft that declaration ; 
for fear, as well as intereft, has itsvinfluence. 
If France, while the does fome. little injury 
to the. commerce of America, hows. that 
fhe has it in her power to do ftill greater, 
fhe will find fo many friends in. all that clafs 
of the Americans who now declare againtt 
her. Such is the mode that has been pur- 
fued by England ; and, .however painful it 
may be to make the remark, it is a good and 
effectual mode. } | 

With refpect to myfelf, it is with pleafure 

I con- 
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I confider the meafure adopted by France as t 
a mean of compelling England to a fpeedy 
peace—an event which will prove a bleffing 
to the Britith nation, and a ftill greater bleff= 
ing to the inhabitants of France: for peace 
will more than any thing elfe contribute to 
give ftability to their liberty and conftitution, 
whereas they are both expofed to conftant 
danger by the war. Let us then hope that 
a durable peace will reftore to Europe that 
tranquillity and fecurity of which fhe fo 
greatly ftands in need, and that France, 
capable of. fupporting the trying burden of 
profperity, will fhow herfelf as great and 
generous at the moment of fheathing the 
{word as fhe has been terrible while the 
wielded it: let us hope that fuch a peace 
will foon confer on the French people all 
that plenitude of happinefs which they can- 
not fail to enjoy under a government who 
fhall have leifure to devote their thoughts 
to a good fyftem of adminiftration. 

After a third refidence of a week at Bof- 
ton, I finally quitted it to proceed toward 
Philadelphia. It was not without regret that 
Y parted from feveral perfons who had con- 

~Vor, HI. Dd tinued 
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tinued to fhow me the fame multiplied marks 
of friendly intereft and obliging attention 
which they had Javithed on me in the pre- 
ceding year. At the head of the lift I will 
place Doétor Euftis, a man as really good as - 
he is agreeable, prudent, enlightened in his 
opinions, liberal in his fentiments and con- 
duct, effentially amiable and eftimable, and 
endowed with an independence of charatter 
which fecures all thofe qualities on a firm 
bafis. I have conceived for him a fincere 
friendfhip, which feparation or diftance will 
never prevent me from cultivating. 


MARLBOROUGH, AND THE. WILLIAMS 
FAMILY. | 


The firft night of my journey, Ofober 
23, I fpent at Marlborough in the houfe of 
the fame Williamses where I had been fick 
Jaft year, and had experienced fuch remarke 
able attentions from the family. I would 
not on any account have pafled their door 
\ without ftopping. ‘Fhey received me with — 
| cordial demonftrations of pleafure, People 
delight in feeing thofe to whom they have 

rendered 
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rendered fervice ; and I felt a fincere fati{ 
faction in again beholding thofe to whom I 
felt {o many obligations. Honett Williams’s 
crops have been good this feafon in every 
department of his hufbandry. His farm, 
which I perambulated in company with 
him, is in excellent condition: he plentifully 
dungs his land; and in confequence his mea- 
dows yield him from fix to eight thoufand 
weight of hay per acre. He reaps from 
fifty to fixty buthels of Indian corn per acre; 
and, the Indian corp bearing a price of feven 
or eight fhillings the buthel, each acre thus 
produces him about feventy dollars.. The 
wages of his workmen are increafed: lat 
year they were ten dollars per month; this 
year they are twelve; and, at the time of 
the hay-making, he was obliged in fome.in- 
{tances to pay fo high as twenty dollars, 
The lands of his farm would not, in their 
prefent ftate, be fold for lefS than three hun 
dred dollars per acre: he lets {ome near his 
own habitation at a rent proportioned to the 

value of a hundred and fifty. 
This country of Maffachufetts, however 
mountainous, is in a general ftate of cood 
Dd2 | cultiva- 
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cultivation : but although in fome townthips 

_ large quantities of wheat are produced, the 
principal objects of culture are Indian corn, 
potatoes, and meadow. 

The political opinions of old Williams 
have undergone no change: he {till continues 
a zealous admirer of the prefident, {till hates 
the Englith. Speaking to me of the prefi- 
dent’s refignatory addrefs, “* Does it not,” 
{aid he, “ contain great truths? But what 
does he mean by that fondne/s and that an- 
tipathy which he does not with the Ameri- — 
cans to entertain? It is faid that he alludes 
to the French and Englifh: I fhould not be 
over pleafed with that: but the old man 
knows more of the matter than we; and 
no doubt he has good reafons for what he 
{ays.” ikea 


BROOKFIELD. 


From Marlborough to Brookfield where 
ended my fecond day’s journey, the face of 
the country continues the fame, and the 
fame cultivation prevails. In the. environs 
of Brookfield are raifed wheat, barley, ry 

| a little 
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a little Indian corn, and a great quantity ' 
of potatoes. Grounds kept in good order | 
yield two hundred buthels of the latter per 
acre, which being fold at two fhillings the 
buthel, each acre yields of courfe a product 
of fixty-fix dollars. However abundant the 
crops of potatoes may prove, a ready fale is 
found for them at that price. In the vicinity 
of this place are reared great numbers of 
cattle, which are quickly taken off as foon 
as they are fit for the market. Exclufive of 
the confumption in the town, which is not 
inconfiderable, large quantities of beef are 
here falted for exportation. Some horfes 
are alfo reared. The lands are dunged, but 
not near fo well as in the-neighbourhood of 
Bofton. The meadows in good condition 
produce neverthelefs fix thoufand weight 
of hay per acre. Indian corn bears no ~ 
higher price here than nine pence the bufhel. 
‘The lands in the central and moft populous 
part of the townfhip fell for two hundred 
and thirty dollars the acre; fomewhat far- 
ther back, and in large parcels, for no more 
than thirty-four: a few acres of picked land 
would be rated at feventy. <A pair of oxen 
Dd3 fit 
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fit for the yoke coft from feventy to a hun. 
dred dollars; good milch-cows.from twenty- 
five to thirty... In thefe prices fome augment. 
ation has taken place fince lat year. 

In the ele€tion of the future prefident, the 
votes of this diftriét, as of by far the greater 
part of New-England, will be in favour of 
John Adams: but it appears, though to my 
very great aftonifhment, that the nomination | 
to that high office occupies only a very mos 
derate fhare of the public attention. 


“PALMER. 


From Brookfield to Palmer the country is 
more hilly, and the tops of the hills are lets 
cultivated: cultivation however extends to 
a certain height up their fides, as well as 
over the valleys. The meadows are covered 
with numerous herds of cattle, and of a 
good breed. Here the traveller has to pals 
through more woods than he had yet met 
with fince his departure from Bofton.-Phi- 
Jadelphia flour, which had fallen two months 

| fince to ten dollars, has rifen in the country 
parts to thirteen and fourteen; ‘That of 


domettic 
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domettic growth cofts only nine dollars: but, ' 
notwithftanding this difference, the Philadel- 

phia flour is preferred whenever it can be 

procured. | 


SPRINGFIELD.—THE ARSENAL, &c. 


As far as Springfield the country exhibits 
ftill lefg appearance of cultivation; and at 
fix or feven miles from that town it is no 
better than a parched tract of fand where 
grow fome diminutive pines. The {oil is 
alfo very fandy at Springfield: but the 
proximity of Connecticut-River, and more 
careful culture, render it more produétive. 
Rye, Indian corn, potatoes, and meadow, 
are the moft frequent objects of cultivation. 
Some farmers fow wheat, particularly on the 

- new grounds: but of ten wheat crops hardly 
one is even tolerable, as the land is extremely 
ill manured in this diftri@. In the town, 
land may be purchafed for fixty-fix dollars 
the acre: in the centre, however, and near 
the river, thére are acres which would coft 
two hundred; but thev are few: farther back, 
the value is from eight to fixteen. 
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The prices of the country produce and of 
Jabour are nearly the fame here as at’ Palmer 
and Brookfield, or perhaps fomewhat lower, 
It 1s eafy to find workmen at four orsfive 
{hillings per day, without food, and for nine 
dollars per month. 

Springfield is a neat and tolerably well. 
built village containing a population of eigh- 
teen hundred inhabitants. . Here is eftablith- 
ed one of the arfenals of the United States, 
where mufkets are fabricated, cannons and 
howitzers. catt, gun-carriages conftruded, 
&c. but in:{mall number.. The magazines. 
do not contain above ten thoufand mutkets, 
of which feven thoufand are French, and of 
the old make of 1763.. That model, which 
has long fince been reformed in France, 1s: 
the one which is followéd in America ; and 
the imitation is yet imperfect. ~ It cannot: 
however be faid that thofe ‘mufkets are bad: 

: their chief defect is that of being too heavy 
at the extremity. 

Thirty. pieces of cannon, of which twenty 





are French, are alfo contained in thefe maga- 
zines. ‘I’hofe of American foundery feemed 
to me to be well made: the carriages are {0 

likewite : 
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likewife: but their number and their {pecies ‘ 
do not correfpond with the cannons’ and 
howitzers. In every particular, there ap-= 
pears to me a want of intelligence in the 
general direction of the ordnance in Ame- 
rica. Befides, the quantities of arms pro- 
vided do not amount to one twentieth part 
of what would be requifite to put the coun- 
try, into.a reafonable ftate of defence.—The 
magazines are in good order, and very well 
kept: the mufkets are furnifhed by a con- 
tractor, from whom the direétors receive 
them; and he receives from the United States 
eleven dollars for each mufket. Another con- 
tractor fupplies the cannon: but, as he was 
abfent on bufinefs, I could not learn any par 
ticulars refpeéting the price of thefe. It 
would be ufelefs for'me to enter into’ any 
further details concerning this arfenal, which, 
though one of the principal in the United 
States, adds nothing to their {trength. 

A Frenchman, Monfieur Pourchereffe 
Bourguignon, formerly an officer in the 
royal Swedifh regiment in the French fer- 
vice, 1s an affiftant to the direétor. He feems 

to be as good a man as he is unfortunate. 


He 
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He has a wife and children, and poffeffes 
no other means of fupporting himfelf and 
them than the falary of his office, which 
is only three hundred and fixty dollars per 
annum. But he has the good fenfe to be 
fatisfied with the Americans, to live on 
friendly terms with them, to enjoy their 
efteem and: affection, and to fhew himfelf 
grateful toward thofe who have rendered 
him fervice. His wife, yet. in the years of 
youth, is interefting by her figure, her mif- 
fortunes, and her fortitude. They both have 
merited and gained the general efteem and 
interetft of all the inhabitants of Springfield. 
There are. befides at Springfield a good 
diftillery, a paper-mill, and a tannery: there 
was alfo a tolerably extenfive manufactory 
of fail-cloth: but it has fallen to decay in 
confequence of the exceflive price of labour 
in that branch, together with the difficulty 
of procuring workmen or inducing them to 
ftay.—Let me further obferve that Spring- 
ficld, whofe firft fettlement dates from the 
year 1636, has during the laft twenty years 

received no. acceffion of new inhabitants. 
Mr. Lyman, a member of Congrefs, for 
whom 
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whom I had a letter from my friend Colonel ‘ 
Burr whom I had cafually «met at ‘Bofton, | 
appeared to me temperate in his opinions, 
moderate and gentle im his difpofition, He 
is, like the majority of the {tate which he re- 
prefents, a federalift in his politics, but more 
tolerant than» many others for thofe who 
think differently from him, aud whom ‘he 
neverthelefs continues to efteem and love. 
The general temper of the people here, as 
in the other parts of the countty which I 
have traverfed, is that of refpect for the pre- 
fident, attachment to the conftitution, aver- 
fion to war, and an ardently favourable dif- 
pofition toward the French: 
Exclufive of the fmaller manufaGories 
: which: I have mentioned as exifting in 
Springfield townfhip, there is alfo'a mani» 
factory of caft iron, belonging to an affocia- | 
tion of feveral partners, of whom one of 
the principal is a Colonel Smith, who keeps 
a fhop in the town. The ore which is em- 
ployed init is dug up from a {wamp at the 
diftance of a mile from the foundery, which 
is itfelf four miles difttant from Springfield. 
This manufactory produces coarfe heavy 


works, 
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works, principally pots for maple-fugar, with 
which all the inhabitants of the back coun- 
try provide themfelves: it likewife furnithes 
common pots, andirons, &c. For fome time 
after its firft eftablifhment it did a confidera- 
ble deal of work: but it has experienced a 
material diminution from the. operation of 
the fame caufes which impede the fuccefs 
of every kind of manufacture in America; 
and it now hardly does more than fupply the’ 
demand of the township. 


CANAL OF HADLEY. 


At the diftance of eight miles from Spring- 
field, at a place called Hadley, are the falls 
of Connedticut-River. To avoid them, a 
— little canal of two miles has been dug, which 
thus extends the navigation fixty or eighty 
miles farther. This canal is raifed above 
twenty feet higher than the bed of the river: 
the boats are raifed to and lowered from it 
without the aid of water, by means of an 
inclined plane, They are placed in a kind 
of cradle fo framed as to fit their fhape, and 
then drawn up from the river to the canal, 

Ok 
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or let down from the canal to the river, by 

the working of a capftern, that is turned ' 
by a wheel which the ftream of the river ) 
puts in motion. The boats are not unloaded | 

for this operation. I had feen in France the 

plan of a fimilar project, of which Monfieur 

Brulé claimed the invention. ‘Time alone 

can afcertain whether, as was apprehended 

in France, the durability of the boats will be 

impaired by this procefs: I am inclined to 

fear that it wall. 


WEST-SPRINGFIELD AND WESTFIELD. 


On quitting Springfield you pafs Connec- 
ticut-River in a tolerably good boat, whofe 
edges, however, you would with to fee fome- 
what higher : for, in their prefent low ftate, 
they would not be fafe with unquiet horfes. 
Beyond the river, you enter the townfhip of 
Weft-Springfield, one of the richeft and moft 
populous in the ftate of Maflachufetts. On 
this fide of the river the lands are confide- 
rably better than on the Springfield fide ; 
and many of the inhabitants of the latter 
place are proprietors of them: they are prin- 
cipally 
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cipally laid out in meadows, where cattle of 
every kind are reared in great numbers, 
The townthip of Weftfield, which is con- 
tiguous to it, is lefs. happy in. richnefs of foil, 
and {till far inferior in population : accord- 
ingly many traés of land, which would be 
capable of producing good crops, remain un- 
cultivated. Weftfield, fituate on a river 
bearing the fame name, is a neat well-built 
little village, ftanding in the middle ofa 
plain. The foil is a rich fandy earth, and 
the principal mode of cultivation here, as 
elfe-where in the adjoining tracts, is mea- 
dow. The new. grounds are fown with 
wheat, as is the praétice with all the new- 
cleared lands which are not of the firft 
quality. The labourer is paid from eight 
to nine dollars per month: wheat is fold at 
nine fhillings the buthel, Indian corn at five, 
oats at two; and a pair of good oxen coft 
feventy dollars. The price of new lands is 
from three to ten dollars per acre, according 
to their quality and fituation 3 and, in farm- © 
‘lots, twenty or thirty dollars, 
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STOCKBRIDGE. , 
, In proceeding from Wefttfield to Stock- 


bridge, the traveller fucceffively paffes through 
the townfhips of Brentford, London, Beth+ 
lehem, Ruffel, and Kyrningham, occupying 
the whole breadth of the Green Mountains, 
of which the ridge is above twenty miles 
broad, and, as I think I have elfewhere ob- 
ferved, begins at Newhaven, whence, tra- 
verfing the ftates of Conneticut, Maffachu- 

fetts, and Vermont, it reaches to the River 
Saint-Laurence in Canada. The land in 
thefe townthips is indifferent, and very thinly 
peopled : in travelling through them, one. 
fancies himfelf in the diftrict of Maine, .or in 
the back ‘part of the Geneflee country : one 
fees patches of new-cleared ground in all the 
different {tages of progreflive improvement : 
but fuch fights are very far from numerous, 
The price of land here is from ten to fifteen 
fhillings. 

One might be aftonifhed, that, fituate as 
this country is fo near to the great marts for 
produce, the emigrations from Connecticut, 
: and 
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and even from the over-populous parts of 
Maffachufetts, do not take their courfe in 
this direction rather than toward Vermont 
or the Geneflee country. But, in emigrat- 
ing, the American gives a preference, above 
every thing elfe, to the land which he thinks 
the beft, and is not with-held by any cons 
fideration of proximity to his family or con- 
nexions, or by the greatnefs of the diftance 
which he will have to traverfe in queft of 
it: and the uncleared lands of Maflachufetts 
are far from equal to thofe of the Geneflee, 
the Ohio, Teneffee, &c. | 

I fhall in future fay nothing of my con- 
verfations with the people with whom I fall 
into company. ‘They are all in the fame 
{train; and Iam convinced that the idea I 
have already given of them in this journal is 
precifely accurate. 

Stockbridge is one of the richeft omens 
in the ftate of Maflachufetts. All its land 
is cultivated, except a very {mall portion, 
which will foon in its turn receive’ culture 
hike the reft. No timber is here preferved 
‘beyond what is requifite for fuel. . This 
townthip is for the moft part fituate in 4 

valley 
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valley, but ex:ends alfo upon fome hills of | ‘ 
no great elevetion. The foil is excellent, | 
and almoft all laid down in meadow. * The 
cattle; butter, cheefe, and fuch other. pro- 
duétions as arenot confumed on the fpot, are 
generally fent to New-York. Sometimes 
the certainty cf obtaining a higher price at 
Bofton induces the farmer to give a prefer- 
ence.to the latter place, with which how- 
ever the communication is difficult, becaufe 
of the diftance, and of the mountainous 
country that s to be traverfed. — In fuch 
cafes, all the other articles, except the cat- 
tle, are fent cown to New-York by the 
North-River which pafles within twenty 
miles of Stockbridge, and tranfported from 
New-York to Bofton by fea. 

There are likewife fome forges and caft- 
iron-works in this townfhip: but the high 
rate of workmen’s wages, and the {cantinefs 
of the mine which begins to be exhaufted, 
have for fome years paft caufed a confidera- 
ble diminution of their labours. The cafy 
circumftances enjoyed by the inhabitants ren- 
aer workmen farce, and high in their. de- 
mands... The wages at prefent paid to them 
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are from thirteen to fifteen dollars per month, 
The price of wheat is two dollars the buthel, 
of Indian corn, one dollar; of oats, two fhil- 
lings. A pair of oxen coft from ninety toa 
hundred and ten dollars. Land bears the 
price of from fifteen to twenty dollars the 
acre, in farm-lots. 

I have here feen- Mr. Sedgwick, with 
whom I was acquainted at Philadelphia, and 
by whom I have been very hofpitably en- 
tertaned. In all the private relations of 
fociety he is an excellent man: but im his 
politics he is fomewhat warm, and not a 
little intolerant. He had long been a mem- 
ber of the houfe of reprefentatives in Con- 
grefs, where he was a frequent fpeaker: he 
has lately been appointed a fenator. Mr. 
Sedgwick exerts all his influgnce to carry — 
the eleGtion of a member to fill the feat which 
he has vacated, in favour of Mr. Williams, 
his pupil and friend, who feems even a hot- 
ter zealot than himfelf in Englifh politics. 
Mr. Williams has for competitor General 
Skinner, a man of the age of fixty years, 
who has all his life been honourably em- 


ployed in public offices, and who, when he 
? had 
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had it in his power to rival Mr. Sedgwick 
in his election fome years fince, voluntarily t 
withdrew his name on a promife from the ; 
latter of procuring for him the votes of his 
friends. to fill the firft vacancy. But Mr. 
Skinner was once heard to fay in a public 
houfe laft year, that he did not approve of 
the treaty with England: and, fuch is the 
toleration of the oppofite party, that no one 
can in their opinion be an honeft man with- 
out approving of that treaty. Mr. Sedg- 
wick in confequence oppofes him, and gives 
to Mr. Williams all. his influence, which is 
pretty confiderable in thefe parts. Such is 
the account which I have received of this 
affair from feveral perfons. The Stockbridge 
gazette is full of thofe fcandalous quarrels, 
and may very well, in that particular, vie 
with thofe of Georgia. In it General Skin- 
ner is branded as an antifederalift,’ and as 
** no good man,” becaufe he diflikes the 
treaty ; and he is accufed of entertaining a 
predileétion for France and an averfion to 
England. Mr. Williams is abufed on the 
oppofite ground. 
At the diftance of thirty miles from Stock- 
Ee 2 bridge, 
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bridge, and in William townfhip, is a col. 
lege which confers the’ different degrees in- 
ferior to that of doétor. It is faid to bea 
tolerably good feminary. 

In a walk which I took with Mr. Sedy- 
wick to Great-Barrington, I faw a continued 
tract of beautiful country, fine land,- well 
cultivated, all in meadow, and a moft ex- 
cellent foil. As far as New-York the land 
1s faid to be of the fame quality. 


CHARACTER OF THE INHABITANTS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Before I quit Maflachufetts, I muft add 
fome fhort remarks to what I have already 
had occafion to fay re{pecting the character 
of its inhabitants. They are perhaps a more 
unmixed people than any other in the United 
States, except thofe of Conneéticut, who are 
equally fo, and for the fame reafons. Such 
of them as are not of Englith birth are na- 
tives of America, who have {fettled in Mat 
fachufetts after a previous eftablithment in 
fome of the other ftates. ‘The number of 
a Europeans is therefore {mall in thefe two 
roe ae {tates ;. 
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{tates ; and their inhabitants difplay in con- 
fequence more {triking marks of a common 


——. 


character and a national {fpirit, than thofe 
of the other parts of the Union, whom they 
likewife ungueftionably furpafs in induftry, 
activity, and enterprize. Their univerfal and 
predominating paffion is the defire of gain: 
it is openly avowed ; and thofe people, under 
an appearance of frank bluntnefs, conceal 
no {mall portion of fhrewdnefs and cunning. 
Hence it is a common faying in. the other 
{tates that ** the Yankeys are honeit ac- 
cording to the letter of the law.” I know 
not how far it may be confiftent with juftice 
to confine within thofe bounds the praife 
due to their probity ; for I have had no bufi- 
nefs to tranfact in this country : but, from 
every thing which I have feen, 1. prefume 
that it 1s equally fafe to deal with them as 
with any other people in the United States, 
or, Ivbelieve, in the whole world. 

The fpirit of liberty is here rigid, and car- 
ried even to diftruft. Although the majority 
of the reprefentatives of this ftate in Con- 
erefs be of that fect in politics who are con 
fidered as attached to Britain, I believe there 
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do not exift in the United States a body of 
people who, taken in the aggregate, preferve 
a deeper and more painful recollettion of 
the evils inflicted on America by England, 
or who more ftrongly dread an intimate 
union with the latter. Their manners are 
extremely fimple; and knowledge, at leait 
in its firft degrees, is very extenfively dif 
fufed.. Not a houfe is to be found in the 
moft remote corners of the country, where 
a newfpaper is not read; and there are few 
townfhips which do not poffefs little libra- 
ries formed and fupported by fubfcription. 
The confiderable fortunes acquired by the 
commerce which is carried on in the nu- 
merous ports of the ftate prevent the general 
manners of the people from being fo firictly ~ 
republican here as in Conneéticut : but, for 
the fame reafon, lefs jealoufy prevails, lefs 
intolerance, lefs puritanifm. 

The fpirit of equality is carried as far as 18 
confiftent with order in a great fociety. The 
man who is pofleifed of the greateft wealth, 
and the moft happily circumftanced in every 
refpe&t, fhakes hands with the workman 


whom he meets on his way, converfes with 
him, 
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him, not under the idea of doing him an 
honour, as is often the notion elfewhere— 
but from a confcioufnefs, in the firt inftance, 
that he may at fome future time ftand in 
need of his affiftance — afterward, without 
any fuch interefted confideration, but merely 
through habit, and the force of education, 
and becaufe he fees in him his fellow-man, 
only placed in a different fituation, to whom 
he is the lefs tempted to think himfelf fu- 
perior, as it often happens that the now rich 
man has himfelf once been in a lefs envia- 
ble fituation. This natural homage paid to 
the charaéter of man poffeffes a certain 
charm which is truly pleafing to an inde- 
pendent foul, efpecially when experience 
proves that the different functions of fociety 
are not the lefs {crupuloufly refpected in con- 
fequence of it, and that no individual iS 
thereby fubject to any greater reftriction in 
the exercife of his own liberty. 

A diminution of the influence of the 
priefthood is an object much to be defired 
in Maffachufetts: for, though it be lefs here 
than in Conneéticut, it is {till too great. 
The priefts form a body in the ftate: they 
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are exclufively placed at the head of the 
colleges, and do not fuffer, any, perfons to be 
admitted as teachers except. thofe- of their 
own Cloth, their own {feét, and their own 
opinions in every particular. This influence 
will no doubt at length ceafe, and perhaps 
in confequence of the contrary excefs. | It is 
not impoflible that an indifference to religi- 
ous matters may become general through 
this country, where its germ 1s already de- 
veloped ; and I am not of the. number of 
thofe who think fuch an event advantageous 


to a nation. 
KINDERHOOK-LANDING. 


At the diftance of nine miles from Stock- 
bridge, the traveller enters the ftate of New- 
York ; and, after having traverfed. two. or 
three townfhips, he arrives at Kinderhook. 
In the country. which he now traverfes, each 
townthip prefents the fame kind of foil, of 
culture, confequently of produce and of bufi- 
nefs, as the preceding. Above one half of 
the population of Kinderhook are ow Dutch 
or defcendents of Low Dutch. Thefe peo- 
nies ple 
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ple are not: hafty to change old habits: for 
new 5 accordingly they tll and cultivate the 
land in the:fame manner now as they dida 
hundred. years fince. 

It appears manifeftly evident that the far- 
mers of} New-England have: a :confiderable 
advantage over them:in point of produce: 
yet the conviction of evidence is not fuf- 
ficient to make them deviate from their old 
track. . They fow large quantities of grain, 
efpecially of Indian corn, exhautt their lands, 
and have {mall crops. -Few of them. ‘keep 
extenfive meadows, as is the geueraloprac- 
tice of the farmers come -from, New-Eng- 
land —-a mode of cultivation, befides,;: ta 
which the foil feems beft adapted, and which 
is the moft certain and moft folidly advan- 
taceous to the judicious farmer who purfues 
it. Land in the townfhip of Kinderhook-i§ 
worth twenty dollars the acre in fine farms. 
Workmen are fcarce, and are paid from 
twelve to fifteen dollars per month. 

Five miles farther, we arrive at Kindef- 
hook-landing, the place to; which the pro- 
ductions of all the lands on this fide the 
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Green Mountains are conveyed for embarka- 
tion on the North River, fuch as falt meat, 
wheat, Indian corn, cider, cheefe, butter, 
potatoes, pot-afh, flax-feed, &c. All this 
produce is brought down in light waggons 
which. travel rapidly, and is embarked in 
floops which here take in their entire lad- 
ing, or fupply what is wanted to the cara 
goes which they were unable to complete at 
Albany. The different articles are generally 
purchafed in the country where they were 
raifed, by merchants of New-York or even 
of the vicinity: but it fometimes alfo hap- 
pens that the farmers themfelves, expecting 
to find a more advantageous market at Kin- 
derhook, convey their commodities hither, 
and either fell them here or fend them on 
their own account to New-York, paying the 
freight. | 
The village of Kinderhook-landing 1s 4 
petty aflemblage of {mall and mean-looking 
houfes. Six or feven floops belong to this 
place. Salt beef is here infpeCted, and cer- 
tified to be fit for exportation : that of prime — 
quality cofts fix dollars the hundred weight. 
Flax- 
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Flax-feed is fold for eighteen fhillings the I 
bufhel, but requires to be again cleaned and ) 
freed from its duft before it be deemed fit 

for exportation. The wheat of the country, 

which is of beautiful quality, does not at pre- 

fent bear a greater price than thirteen fhil- 

lings the bufhel; in confequence of which, 

fine flour fells no higher than eight dollars 

and one fhilling per barrel. A fortnight fince, 

the price was a quarter more: but the caufes 

of {fo material a difference are here unknown. . 


HUDSON. 


The country between Kinderhook and 
Hudfon is beautiful: it is fomewhat hilly ; 
but thofe inequalities in the ground are only 
{mall eminences, all well cultivated. Here, 
as in every other part of the country, the 
majority of the inhabitants are Dutch, de- 
{cended from the firft colonifts who fettled 
in thefe parts in 1636: the remainder are 
emigrants from New-England. 

The town of Hudfon was begun in 1784, 
and now contains above four hundred houfes, 


all neat and well-built. Its population 


amounts 


a 
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amounts to nearly three thoufand fouls, of 
whom about two hundréd are flaves.. Few 
towns in ‘the ftate of New+York have ex. 
perienced fo rapid an increafe: but during 
the laft two years that increafe feems to have 
been {topped in its progrefs. The town rifes 
about’a hundred feet above the river: its 
{treets interfect each other at right angles, 
according to the plan adopted in the new 
towns. Of all thofe which are built on the 
North River, this is the only one which car- 
ries on a direct foreign trade. Vellels of 
every fize can come to its wharfs, while the 
obftru€tions in the courfe of the river at the 
diftance of twenty miles higher prevent vef- 
fels of more than eighty tons from going 
up to Albany. The trade of Hudfon confitts 
in the produce of the foil, the productions 
of tanneries, of forges, of a very fine rum- 
diftillery—an train-oil (four ‘veffels, belong- 
ing to the merchants of this place, being 
employed:in the whale-fifhery )—and, finally, 
in the re-exportation of Weft-Indian com- 
modities. | 

Sixteen or eighteen vefiels of differént fizes 


are employed in foreign commeree; and five 
OF 
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or fix floops are conitantly engaged in the 
domeitic trade between Hudfon and New- 
York, and ‘convey to the latter the country 
produce which is not direétly exported from 
Hudfon to foreign countries. The towh ig 
inhabited by families frony New- England, 
of whom a confiderable’ number ‘are from 
Rhode-Ifland. I-had letters for Mr. Jen- 
kins here, a quaker from Nantucket, and 
one of the founders of the town, of which 
the: foil was purchafed by a company of 
thirty perfons. He alone poffeffes five thares 
in that company, of which few of the other 
partners have above two, and {evera] on! y the 
half or quarter of a fhare. 

The politics of this. place, and particu- 
larly of the -quakers, are uilverfally anti- 
britath. 

The prefent price of thip-buulding at Hud- 
fon is twenty dollars per ton, inchiding the 
timber and workmanthip; ready for féa, fifty 
dollars per ton. The timber comes -from 
the upper part of the river, and is excel. 
lent white oak: ‘The purchafe of towne lots, 
which are fifty feet'in fronteand a hundred 


and twenty in depth, is from three hundred. 


and 


es 
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and forty to thirteen hundred and thirty dol. 
lars, according to their fituation. The ad- 
joining lands, in farm-lots above half-clear- 
ed, may be bought for ten dollars the acre, 
and are good foil, Workmen are {fearce, 
and muft be paid fourteen dollars per month, 
The price of wheat is here regulated by that 
which it bears at Albany and New-York: 
at prefent it is thirteen fhillings in the for- 
mer of thofe towns, and fourteen in the 
latter. 

Hudfon is a port of entry, and has a col- 
leétor of cuftoms fince 1795. But, to guard 
acainft fraud, veffels coming from foreign 
parts are obliged to ftop and make their 
manifeft at New-York, where the collector 
fends an officer on board if he think pro- — 
per. Thus the manifefts are principally made 
at the New-York cuftom-houfe. The value 
of the exports from Hudfon, as regiftered 
at the cuftom-houfe of that place, was, im 
1795, only three thoufand five hundred dol- 
lars. : 

A bank is eftablifhed at Hudfon, under the 
name of Columbia. Its capital, which, by 
the law for its incorporation, 1s reftricted to 

a hundred 
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a hundred and fixty thoufand dollars, confitts ' 
of four hundred fhares, of four hundred dol~ | 


lars each. 


a 


SPERANZA, — FREEHOLD. — MAJOR 
PREVOST.—MONSIEUR ROUERE. 


On the oppofite fide of the North-River 
{tands the new town of Lambfburg, to which 
its founders have alfo given the modeft name 
of Speranza (Hope). ‘This town, which for 
a number of years had contained but a fingle 
and pitiful houfe, cannot really date its ori- 
gin beyond laft year. At prefent there are 
fifty houfes ereéted in it: fhops are opened ; 
merchants are eftablifhed. A brig is already 
built, and employed in trade between Spe- 
ranza and New-York. This infant town 
will, beyond all doubt, experience a con- 
fiderable increafe: it enjoys, in common with 
all the other towns built on the weftern bank 
of that beautiful river, the advantage of an 
extenfive back country, which, in proportion 
as it becomes cultivated, will furnith im- 
men{e quantities of produce, that cannot find 
any more convenient or certain vent than 


the 
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the North-River. But’ thofe countries dre 
yet for the greater part defert wilderneffes, 
where the houfes are few and difperfed. 
This 1s a common obftacle which operates 
againit all the towns, and for the prefent 
prevents any extraordinary profperity of their 
commerce. But, in addition to it, Speranza 
will moreover have to conquer the habit in 
which the farmers have been of carrying 
their produce to the neighbouring towns that 
have been longer eftablifhed. ‘The owners 
of the town-lands are now engaged in the 
formation of a road, which, joining’ at the 
diftance of twenty miles the road that leads 
from Genefiee, will render the communica- 
tion with Speranza more eafy than that with 
the other towns, and muft, when finifhed, 
caufe a preference to be given to the former; 
the work is im great forwardnefs. ‘Lhe pro- 
prietors are: the meflieurs’ Livingftous of 
New-York. The town-lots, each contain- 
ing a quarter of an acre, already bear the 
price of two hundred dollars. - 7 
Colonel Burr had given me’a letter to Ma- 
Prevoft, who lives in the townfhip of, 


Freehold, fixteen miles diftant from Hudfon,. 


Above 
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Above one half of the journey is performed t 
on the new road, which is the fineft part of ) 
it: the remainder of the way is over moun- 
tains, rocks, fwamps ; in fhort, it is fuch as 
the generality of the roads are in the new 
countries of America. In this tra@ the 
number of fettlements: is very fcanty ; and 
thefe are of the meaneft appearance, and ab- 
folutely in their infancy. Few houfes have 
above twenty acres of ground cleared around 
them; and many have much lef. They 
are all log-houfes: the majority of the new 
fettlers (and they are the better clafs) have 
immigrated from Conne€icut. 

Major Prevoft has a neat little houfe built 
on a traét of nine thoufand acres, which be- 
longs to him. He is fon of that General 
Prevoft, employed in the Britith fervice, 
who diftinguifhed himfelf by the defence of 
Savannah, and difgraced his charaéter by the 
burning of many American towns. Previous 
to the revolution, the had received from the 
king of England a grant, to himéfelf and his 
fon, of about forty thoufand acres of land 
in diffetent provinces of America. That fon 
has during thirty-fix years been a conftant 

Vor. Ill, Ff refident 
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refident in. the.United. States,;. Before the. 
commencement. of. the war, he, had married 
a young. lady of Bhi ladelphia;,.and he lived 
a confiderable. time in. Pennfydvania,.on.a 
farm. which, he-turned to-good account... But; 
apart of; his property. became involyed in, 
canfequence) of ,..debts.,,contracted _ by,, his, 
father-in-law. and. himfel£., -he, had.a.nume-, 
rous family..to,,provide., for,.:and was, unable) 
to.recover-a-confiderable portion,of the lands. 
to. which jhe was. entitled +. he», therefore 
adopted. the, refolution. of ; retiring: to. that. 
part to which -hisy claim was, the leaft.con-, 
tefted, there toslive with, economy, and pari 
tiently await, the moment whens, recoyering 
hisjother pofleffions, he fhould, be, certain, of, 
leaving a decent fortune tothis children. . He, 
has-loft: his rf wife, and, marsied a fecondy 
at. Katékill, by whom -he,alzeady. hasythree, 
children. . Hehas fix.others, by, the former 
marriage, of whom two, have. Jong "been; and) 
Gill continie in the: Britith feryice., x 903 0 

His prefence has confiderabhi enhanced 8 
value of his lands, of, whichshe, has fold all, 
that he did not.choofe.to. retain, in, his,own 


poflefiion, ‘The prices is “from, three to. fix; 
Bik dollars 
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dollars the acre, according ‘to their fituation. , 

The foilvis im general good. » Hé: has ereé&ted ) 
a corn-mill,.a faw-miill, and’ one for grinding 
tanner's:bark. »Thefe he keeps in his ‘own 
hands};-arid he! feems to: condu& his affairs 
with: a: confiderable portion. ‘of intelligence. 
Major Prevoft, ‘a native of Switzerland, has 
all. the. frankneds of ‘an -honett Switzer and 
of aogenuine honeft Englifhman:.. He ap- 
pears! to be an.excellent. father : of which 
his prefent mode of life is a proof. He is 
beloved ‘by his ‘neighbours, feems juft and 
impartial in his:opinions, {peaks well of the 
American government, and is a good-natured 
and»agreeable man. He has difplayed :a 
noble: inftance of generofity and fenfibility in 
the notice he has taken of a diftrefled F rench= 
man, a monfieur Rouére, whom he difcover- 
ed: at. Hudfon: in’ extreme poverty. This 
‘Frenchman, formerly -a maréchal-des-logis 
an (the king’s body-guard, and now fixty 
“years,of age, has acted like a man’ of honour 
sand .delicacy,,,and,. far from trefpafline on 
the. generous difpofition of Mr. Prevoft, de- 
lines his kindneffes as far as he-can. Three 
_ ,bundred dollars received from his family; to- 
Ff 2 gether 
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gether with a fum raifed by the fale of forme 
watches and articles of jewellery which he 
had brought with him, have enabled him to 
purchafe a fmall farm of thirty acres, of 
which only fifteen are cleared. Here-he la« 
bours from morn to night Irke @ young man; 
contents himfelf with the fuftenance of milk 
and potatoes, forgets his misfortunes, and 
renders himfelf worthy of the efteem of all 
thofe who fet any value on delicacy of fenti- 
merit. 

The late treaty with England has infpired 
Mr. Prevoft with the hope of regaining pol- 
feffion of all the lands to which his title 1s 
difputed by the ftates in which they lie, or 
by different individuals who have ufurped 
them under varieus pretexts, and hold them 
without any real right. But this will require 
‘a fucceflion of fteady exertions. continued dur 
ing feveral years: it will be neceflary to at 
tend the various tribunals before which thof 
elaims will be brought under difcuffion, and 
to urge the fpeed of lawyers who are heavily 
| laden with bufinefS. Many of his opponents 
cf who have-taken poffeffion of his lands, are 

influential men: he is the fon of a Britith 
general, 
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general, and has himfelf borne arms in Ame- 
rica in oppofition to the revolution : he has 
two fons in the fervice of England : all thefe 
facts, I grant, do not in the leat impair the. 
Jjuftice of Mr. Prevoft’s claims, which to me 
appear incontrovertible: but juftice is what 
people often find it mot difficult to obtain 
from the minifters of juftice, efpecially in 
this country when the queftion relates to 
lands; and Major Prevot mut unavoidably 
have to encounter numerous prejudices and 
prepofleffions operating to his difadvantage. 

During my ftay at Freehold there Was no 
mention of politics. I could eafily cuefs the 
political fentiments of the major and his fa. 
mily: but, if I had entertained any doubt on 
the fubjeét, it would have been completely 
removed by obferving the avidity with which 
they read Peter Porcupine *, 


* A Philadelphia paper conducted by an Englithman, 
which firft made its appearance during the lait year, and 
in which, amid a torrent of outrages and calumnies pro- 
mifcuoufly poured out, ‘with fome wit but much vulgarity, 
againft every individual who is not enrolled under the Eng- 
lith banner, it is laid down as an axiom of political doce 
trine that America cannot do better than to place herfelf 
it a fate of dependence on the cabinet of Saint James’s. 


he BE On 


Sea 


J 


£38 TRAVELS THROUGH 


On the whole, it is impoflible to expe- 
rience any+where greater civilities than'l re- 
ceived fromm Major Prevoft and his family, 
accompanied by great fimplicity, and by that 
pleafing manner which renders fuch beha- 
viour ftill more agreeable. My ftay with 
them’ was prolonged by a flight indifpofition, 
which>afforded me a new proof of the in~ 
tereft that Monficur Guillemard feels for me. 
At this time he was at Albany, where being 
informed of my illnefs, he» haftened:to-me 
witha. friendly kindnefs »which im him °is 
invariable; for he fhews greater comftancy 
in his affe@tions than in his projeéts..0 This 
little ficknefs was only a‘ tertian fever, of 

- which I. have experienced feveral attacks 
during the courfe of my travels, and from 
which, on this as on former occafions, I was 


relieved by ftrong dofes of. Jefuits’ bark. 
* KATSKILL. 


‘The road from Freehold to Katfkill is all 
bordered. with habitations” more or: lefs re- 
cent, but all of very late date. Land how- 
ever is fold at pretty high prices in this tract 

| At 
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At Singlekill, where we dined on the 31 of 
October, on our way from Freehold to Katf- 
kill, the: price of uncleared ¢round is from fix 
to feven dollars the acre: farms, having ‘one 
fourth cleaved,~are fold at’ ten of twélvés 


a 


> Tatermitterit fevers ‘aré Very common ‘in 
thefe parts in the autumnal feafon; and it is 
even afierted*that during the laft three years 
they have ‘been ‘more than ufually frequent. 
‘They ‘had been véry prevalent at the com- 
mencement! of the fettlement; and had be- 
come ‘lefs: fo°for’ fome years ‘back. As the 
inhabitants can’ afficn -no reafon for this re- 
turn of infalubrity, they attribute it to “ fomet 
thing in ‘the air.” But what happens here 
is. very ufual in ‘new countries, which, until 
they be entirely or in great meafure cleared, 
become more unhealthy, probably in confe+ 
quence of the exhalations ‘from the putrid 
fubftances ‘with which the earth is covered, 
and from the ftagnant waters, to which the 
action of the fun is admitted by the partial 
clearance of the foil, 

Monfieur Guillemard and ]—for we now 
travel together—had'a letter’ from Major 
Prevoft to Mr. Bogardus, his father-in-law. 


Ffa4 The / 
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The latter is alfo an old American royalift, 
an enthufiaftic admirer of Peter Porcupine, 
and imprefled with a belief that America 
would be much more rich and profperous and 
happy if fhe ftill enjoyed the honour of be- 
Jonging to his majefty George the Third. 

But, confidered in every other light, he is a 
generous and excellent man, extremely hof- 
pitable, and one with whofe behaviour we 
have the greateft reafon to be fatisfied. He 
inhabits a {mall houfe on the oppofite bank 
of the creek to that on which ftands the 
little town of Katfkill. To this houfe is at- 
tached a farm of three hundred acres, He 
purchafed the whole for three thoufand dol- 
lars fix years fince, and could now fell the 
property for ten thoufand. It is true he has 
yade confiderable improvements on the {pot: 
at the time of his purchafe there were only 
eight houfes in the town, whereas at prefent 
it contains about a hundred, of which fome 

have a good appearance. 

Seven veffels, moftly floops, belong to this 
little town, and are conftantly pafling and 
| repafling between Katfkill and New-York. 
A fingle brig, of a hundred and fifty tons 
burden 
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burden is employed during the winter in the 
Wett-India trade, and even goes to Europe : 
it is owned by Mr. Jenkins, of Hudfon. 
Katfkill, like all the other towns fimilarly 
fituated, receives the produce of the. back 
country: but a natural gap in the Blue 
Mountains, which obliquely feparate the 
countries watered by the Sufquehannah at 
the commencement of its courfe from thofe 
watered by the North-River between Albany 
and Katfkill, renders the communication 
with this latter place more eafy. 
We have been informed that pot and pearl 
ath, which are a confiderable article in the 
trade of new countries under clearance, are 
brought to Katfkill from the diftance of above 
a hundred and fifty miles, ‘The pot-ath is 
fold at prefent for a hundred and feventy-five 
dollars the ton. “The utfual price is a hun- 
dred. 'To produce a ton of pot-afh, are re- 
guired from fiye to feven hundred bufhels of 
athes, according to their quality: and, in all 
the parts which Ihave lately traverfed, the 
afhes are fold at one fhilling the bufhel. 
The pot-afh is infpeéted before it be admitted 
to exportation: yet, whether through want 
of 
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of fkill or want of ftrictnefs inthe in{pedor, 
it 1s often found to contain lime. (It is dif. 
tinguifhed into firt and‘fecdnd quality, Salt 
beef 1s diftinguithed into prime, fecond, and 
ordinary ; pork, into prime:and ordinary, 
Katikill is built on a little hill which fepa- 
rates Katfkill creek from the North-River, 
into which the former difcharges its ftream 
at the extremity of the hill. ‘The majority 
of the houfes are fituate'on the fide next the 
creek, where the embarkations take place; 
fome however are on the fide next the great 
river. The property of the ground on which 
the town ftands is difputed by three claim- 
ants ; but the poffeffion is held by one of the 
parties, Clark and company, by virtue of an 
old patent that he has purchafed, and on 
which the others ground their claim, Mean- 
time the inhabitants hold their. lot under 
Clark, whom they confider as the lawful 
proprietor, But this exifting difpute, which 
the others are in no hatte to bring to a de- 
cifion, prevents many perfons from coming 
forward as purchafers. The lots, however, 
produce a good price, whenever they are ex- 
pofed to fale: they contain each half a rood, 
| and 
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and are fold‘ fo high’ as three hundred ‘and ’ 
féventy-five dollars. “The mouth of the creek | 
is not’ more than’ a quarter of a mile diftant 

from ‘the town. | 

‘Katfkill ands at® the diftance ofa hun- 
dred and* twenty miles from New-York ; 
and the ‘waters, which during the prevalence 
of the ftrong foutherly winds become abfo- 
futely falt; are at all times of the year brack- 
iff!) The tide goes up as far as Hudfon. 

‘Workmen’ at Katfkill are paid thirteen 
dollars :per. month, ‘and are not eafily pro- 
cured. Here ‘is a regular market, where 
beef is fold at eight pence the pound. 

Along the North! ‘River is carried on a. 
great ere in planks : but here, as in Mafia- 
chunfetts and the diftri@t of Maine, the planks 
do ‘not cofitain twice ‘the thicknefs of the 
boards: their dimenfions vary in different 
places : they are an inch and half thick at 
Albany, an inch and quarter at Katfkill. It 
is on thefe dimenfions that all bargains. are 
made which do not particularly f{pecify other- 
wife. The boards are an inch thick, and, of 
fach dimenfion, are fold at ten dollars per 
thoufand- feet; planks, fixteen dollars and 

two 
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two fhillings; fhingles, feven. dollars and 
half per thoufand; barrel-ftaves, feventeen 
dollars and half. The ftaves are of oak ; all 
the reft, of yellow fir. Hemlock-bark, of 
which large quantities are alfo purchafed for 
the tanneries of the country and thofe of 
New-York, is fold at four dollars the cord. 
At Katfkill are built the floops employed in 
the trade between that place and New-York. 
At prefent their price is from forty-three 
to forty-five dollars per ton, ready for fea: 
they are generally of from feventy to ninety 
tons’ burden. 

Horfe-races are common in the ftate or 
New-York. There was one beyond the 
river on the day that we ftopped at Katfkill, 
Although it was but an indifferent race, and 
this part of the country is not inhabited by 
wealthy people, the bets made on the occa- 
fion exceeded the fum of four thoufand dol- 
Jars. The beft races are {aid to be at Pough- 
keepfie, at the diftance of fifty miles lower 
down: they take place on regularly ftated 
days, and I have been affured that the Wa- 
ba gers fometimes amount to eight thoufand 

| dollars, The horfes that run there are pled 

for 
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for no other purpofe; and their price is 
from twelve to fixteen hundred dollars. We 
have alfo been informed that the ftri€teft ho- 
nour does not prevail at thofe races. 
Katfkill, fo denominated by the Dutch 
who made the firft fettlement on the fpot, 
was, by the Indians, called Katfketed, which 
in their language fignified ‘* a fortified place.” 
No foundation for that name can be dif- 
covered in the appearance of the country: 
and it is moreover well known that the In- 
dians, efpecially at that time, ereéted no for- 
tifications. The great quantity of human 
bones, hatchets, tomahawks, and arrows, 
found buried in the earth around Katfkill, 
prove at leaft that this place formerly was 
the principal feat of fome confiderable tribe. 
The cultivation of the foil in the vicinity 
of Katfkill is indifferent; the lands do not, 
‘on an average of year's, produce above twelve 
bufhels of wheat per acre, though the foil is 
tolerably good. ‘Thofe belonging to Mr. 
Bogardus, having greater attention beftowed 
on them, yield him from thirty to thirty- 
“five. 
There has occurred this year on a part 
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of his eftate a) pretty) remarkable. pheno: 
menon. All jthis tract.of country isa fucs 
ceffion of little hillsf. or rather fall eleya- 
tions, detached :from,.each other, and only 
connected a httle.at the-bafes. . One Of thofe 
hills, the neareft.to’Kat{kilkcreek,: and eles 
vated about: a hundred feet above! the level 
of the creek, fuddenly. fuffered.a finking of 
more ‘than one. half) of. its .dechiyitys »It 
might have, meafured about .a hundred.and 
fifty feet from, its fammit. to.the, extremity 
of its-bafe; followime the line jof.inclination, 
A breadth .of: about eighty. fathoms. fell in, 
beginning, at about three -or. four; fathoms 
from. the top... Phe.funken part gave way 
all ona fudden, ‘and; fell fo perpendicularly 
that a flock of -theep; feeding} onthe. fpot, 
/went down with it without being overturn- 
ed. The-trunks of treés that remained’on 
it in-a_-half-rotten-ftate..were. neither, un- 
rooted nor even inclined from: .their . former 
direGtion, and now-ftand at.the bottom of 
this. chafm of above: four acres in extent, i 
the fame perpendicular -pofition,, and.on the 
{ame foil. However, as there was not fuf- 
i ficient {pace for all this.body.of earth, which 
; before 
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before had lain in.a flope, .to. place itfelf ho- 
rizontally between the two parts of the hill 
that. have not guitted their ftation, fome 
parts are cracked and as, it, were furrowed. 
But a more ftriking. circumftance. is, that 
the lower part of the hilly which has pre- 
ferved its: former fhape, has been pufhed and 
thrown forward by the finking, part,,making 
itfelf room—that its bafe has. advanced five 
or fix fathoms beyond a {mall rivulet,which 
before flowed at. the diftance of above,ten 
fathoms.from.it-—and that at has even en- 
tircly ftapped; the courfe of its:ftream. ~The 
greateft elevation, of the chafm is about fifty 
or fixty. feet : in, its: fides, it has difcoyered ‘a 
blue earth exhibiting all.the charaderittics af 
marl, and ‘which,, from the.different experi- 
ments that Mr. Bogardus has made, with it 
in feyeral-parts of his eftate, feems to:poffefs 
all its virtues... In fome_of.the {trata of this 
marl is, found falphat of ‘lime. :.in) .minute 
cryftals. a 

It is not known shits may have been the 
caule of this; event, which.the: people. here 
atcribute to the operation of water, without 
well, knowing why; for the. inhabitants of 
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Katfkill are neither deep-read, nor verfed in 
natural philofophy, nor addiéted to obferya- 
tion. ‘This finking took place on the firft of 
June of the prefent year, unattended by any 
noife, at leaft by any that was fufficiently 
loud to be heard either at Mr. Bogardus’s 
houfe which is but three hundred fathoms 
diftant from the fpot, or in the town, which 
is feparated from it only by the narrow 
{ftream of the creek. 
Mr. Bogardus does not beftow on his 
| neighbours fo favourable a charaéter as I 
have heard given to the inhabitants of the 
country in every other part of America: he 
deferibes them as mifchievous and thievith ; 
¥ know not whether upon good grounds, or 
whether he does not extend to the whole 
neighbourhood this generat accufation of 
thievifhnefs in confequence of a few apples 
and peaches that have been ftolen from him 
—or whether his predile€tion for England 
may not have perfonally expofed him to 
) fome unpleafant treatment. | 
| One faét however may be adduced in fup- 
et port of Mr. Bogardus’s opinion. A bridge 
over a creek at two miles from Katfkill has 
lately 
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lately been burned s.and the. country. people ' 
think the deed was, perpetrated with a view 

of promoting 'the- private ‘intereft of a par- 

ticular ann. 


KINGSTON. 


A.wifh to avoid the inconvenience. of 
twice» more crofling the .North=River. in- 
duced us to prefer the weftern road, though 
lefs frequented than the other. Between 
Kattkill and Kingfton the road all -along-runs 
between that beautiful river to which the 
traveller often approaches, and the Kattkill 
mountains, which sare feveral miles diftant. 
As far as Sagedus-creek, the country is 
thickly inhabited : in many places the farms 
are of confiderable extent: the banks ‘of the 
river are, almoftevery-where laid out in 

~ meadows; the lands farther diftant are ap- 
“propriated to. the production of grain of 
every kind. You frequently difcover : very 
beautiful profpeéts — extenfive, agreeable, 
rich, on the fide toward the river—ferious, 
Tomantic, magnificent, toward the moun- 
tains, whofe forms are grand and variegated, 
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You pafs Sagodus-creek in «an ‘indifferent 
boat, and enter’a foreft of white pines grow- 
ing on a fandy'plain, from which youcdo not 
emerge till within two miles of Kingfton, 
that is to fay, for the {pace of feven or eight 
miles. 

Kingfton—formerly called Efopus, a name 
‘ftill ufed by the country people—is the chief 
“town of Ulfter county, and built on a creek 

of that name (the fame which at fome dil. 
tance affumes the appellation of Sagodus, 
and which we had paffed in the morning) 
in a beautiful little plain bounded on the 
weft by that fame mafs of mountains which 
here too are ftill called the Katfkill moun- 
tains. The place of embarkation 1s two 
miles lower down, near the North-River, 
at the mouth of Redout-creek. This town 
was burned on the fixteenth of Odober 
1777 by General Vaughan, who had no other 
“motive for his conduét than the luft of devat- 
tation. .At that time it contained a hundred 
and forty houfes: nor did more than a fingle 
barn efcape from the effects of his infernal 
barbarity.. That expedition, whicl none of 
the inhabitants had expected, deprived nsf 
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of every article contained in their. houfes.; 
and they were unable to fave any thing 
except their lives; In the courfe of the 
fame autumn two or three houfes were al 
ready rebuilt, and the remainder were rea 
ftored in the following fummer. As they 
were almoft all ftone houfes, the former 
walls had remained ftanding, and facilitated 
this {peedy renovation of the town. It now 
confifts of about a hundred and fifty houfes, 
and carries on the fame kind of trade as the 
other towns fituated, like it, on the weftern 
bank of the North-River ; but not being fo 
conveniently circumftanced as Katfkill for 
communication with the back country, its. 
commerce is lefs extenfive ; though this will 
be confiderably increafed by the natural 
Operation of time in {preading population 
through thofe traéts, which are now for the 
greater part un-inhabited. 

Six floops belong to the town, which are 
employed in carrying to New-York the pro- 
duce that it receives, fome articles of which, 
as timber, beef, pork, corn, do not come 
from a greater diftance than between thirty 
and thirty-five miles. Flaxefeed is brought 
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from the banks of the eaftern branch of 
Delaware, that is to fay, from the diftance of 
{eventy miles. As far as the mountains, the 
lands which environ the town, and are called 
Flats, are of the beft quality, and are fold 
for ninety dollars the:acre ; thofe which lie 
toward the centre of the Flats, from five to 
thirty-five dollars. ‘The inhabitants of the 
town being for the moft part of Dutch de- 
{cent, the Low-Dutch language is more fa- 
miliar-here than the Englifh. . There is no 
regular market.in this town, though it con- 
tain a {chool, an academy, a court-houfe, 
a prifon, and a Dutch-Lutheran church. 
When beef can be procured, it cofts fix pence 
the pound. | 
We had letters. to Mr. Van Grofbeck, one 
of the principal fhop-keepers in the town, 
and formerly a.member of Congrels: To 
thofe letters we were indebted for an invita 
‘tion to tea, the fmoking of fome fegats, 4 
-few glaffes of wine, and a great portion of 
ie) complaifance in. anfwering our queftions : 
ie but this: part of the country furnithes few 
i objects of inquiry.) Mr. Van Grofbeck feems 


a good kind of man,.and very temperate 


his 
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his politics, which appear to intereft him lefs 
than the concerns of his thop.. An.éld phy-- 
fician, on the contrary, whom we met at - 
his houfe, beftows more’ attention on politics 
than on medicine. . He js a decided repub- 
lican, whofe fufpicious diftruft feems ine 
capable of being allayed.. He bears a name 
which is celebrated in the annals of liberty 
—that.of De Witt—and fays he is defcended 
from the famous John De Witt. . 

Mr. Van Grofbeck, in principle a, federal. - 
ift, but very tolerant in his politics, is the. in- 
timate friend of Colone] Burr, .whofe por- 
trait, executed by.a.lad of the town, he has 
hanging over his chimney-piece,. Mr, Burr, 
having, difcovered in. that youth a great dif. 
pofition for painting, procured for him fuch 
lefions in the art as America was capable 
of affording, and has, at his own expente, 
lately. fent him to France and Italy to ftudy 
the great models and receive the beft inftruc- 
tions. The life of Colonel Burr is marked 
with fimilar traits of beneficence and gene=s 
rofity. 


- 


From our windows we difcover, though, 
above feven miles diftant, the light of a 
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conflagration in the woods, which has als: 
ready lafted eight days, Such accidents are 
very frequent in the clearing of lands by the 
gid of fire, The flighteft inattention fuffers 
the blaze to fpread beyond the intended 
bounds: in which cafe it is impoflible to ex- 
tinguifh it, efpecially at this time when the 
drought and the falling of the leaves furnith 
‘t with the means of rapidly extending its 
ravages, It alfo frequently happens that 
conflagrations are caufed in the woods by the 
hunters, who, for the purpofe of more cers 
tainly killing the deer, furround with fire 
the places where they fuppofe them to be. 
Some of -thefe lines of fire are feveral miles 
‘n circumference: their breadth is incol- 
-fiderable ; for, however narrow they may be, 
the. deer never crofs them. The ‘hunters 
generally adopt the neceflary precautions t0 
prevent the flame from communicating ' but 
fometimes thofe precautions are neglected: 
fometimes alfo, although they have beet obe 
ferved, a fudden wind fpreads the fire, which 
often confumes the entire inclofure, and 
eveir great tracts beyond its bounds, involve 


ing in the conflagration all the fettlements 
| and 
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and houfes it meets in its way, and thus re- 
ducing many families;to ruin, 

Lime-ftone is very common in this part: 
the inhabitants,have already begun to burn’ 
large-parcels of it,.and fend it to the neighe. 
bouring iflands. At Poughkeepfie is burned, 
a. great quantity, which is fold at Newa 
York. for a fhilling the bufhel. ‘This cir» 
cumftance, which is highly advantageous to. 
the country, may poffibly clath with General, 
Knox’s {peculations on his lime from. the. dif-. 
tria of Maine.—The freight of corn from, 
Kingfton, to New-York is fix pence per 
bufhel; to Albany, it is ten pence. 

A-confiderable traffic in falt fith is. carried, 
on at Kingfton, The {mall bay near the, 
Janding-place. facilitates the, fithery of fhad, 
herrings, and falmon, which come up Huds 
fon’s-River in abundance in the {pring feae. 
fon, and to the catching of which the ine. 
habitants of this traét are more attentive 
than thofe of any other part on the banks of 
that river. 
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NEW-PATTZ. 


We were informed at Kinefton, that, in 
purfuing the road which runs. at the greater . 
diftance from the river, we fhould have no 
creeks to: pafs, and fhotld find good. inns,’ 
We came, however, to Walkill- creek, which 
we were obliged to crofs in‘a boat fo full 
of water, that, notwithftanding our caution,’ 
we ‘were compelled to. fit: on horfe-back. 
during the-paflage: and, inftead of good inns, 
we Folia only a wretched: tippling-houfe, 
The road. approaches ‘the fame mals of — 
mountains Which we {aw yefterday under 
the name of the Katfkill mountains, but 
which here are called by that of Changung.. 
The‘country in general. confitts of. beautiful 
and fertile plains, but fometimes interfperfed 
with fandy-traéts, and woods of little value. 
- Phe Walkill is the fame creek which at 
Kingfton bears. the appellation of Redouté 
kill. In the Low-Dutch language, &i//_ figs 
nifies creek : and, as the Dutch were the firft 
fettlers of the ftate of New-York, and moye 


particularly afterward of the weftern bank 
ia of? 
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of the North-River, fuch towns, mountains, 
and creeks, as have not preferved their ori- 
ginal Indian ‘names, have for the moft part 


easak 


received Dutch appellations. ‘The country 
bordering on the Walkill is, to a confider- 
able diftance back, annually infefted with 
autumnal intermittent fevers. 

New-Pattz is almoft univerfally inhabited 
by families of French extraction, , whoite-an- 
ceftors, having quitted France on account of 
their religion, took refuge firft in Holland, 
then paffed over to America, and eftablifhed 
themfelves at Pattz, a very old fettlement 
founded by a Dutch colony. About forty 
years fince, thofe families quitted Pattz, and 
took up their refidence a few miles farther, 
in a diftriét to which they have given the 
appellation of New-Pattz. They now pre- 
ferve no other. charatteriftics.of their, Gallic 
origin than a traditional recolleflion of, and 
a fond attachment to, the land that gave 
birth. to their: progenitors, . Their names, 
{till remaining the fame,:are written and 
pronounced after the Dutch manner. Thefe 
people do. not underftand a. word of French, 


but {peak bad Dutch and bad Englith: there 
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is nothing in their manners by which ap 
obferver may be remindéd of the country 
whence they have originated: they are dull 
torpid Hollanders, as favage as all the other 
inhabitants of the country whom we have 
met fince our paflage of the North-River, 
Their religion is the Dutch reformed. Each 
of thefe families, in fome inftances even the 
pooreft, has one or two negroes or negreffes; 
flavery being as ftrictly maintained in the 
{tate of New-York as in that of Virginia; 
with this difference, however, that, as flaves 
are lefs numerous here, they are much better 
treated. The orice at which they are fold 
is four hundred dollars for a full-grown 
man; half that price for girls. ‘Thefe flaves 
are not baptifed or initruéted in religion, but 
are in that refpect kept in the loweft ftate of 
degradation. The quakers and anabaptitts 
who conftitute a part of the population of 
new Pattz, have no flaves. 

The lands in the neighbourhood are good} 
and their price is from fixteen to twenty 
dollars the acre. ‘Their produce is conveyed 
to Kingfton, tut oftener to New-York. 


They are for the greater part laid down in 
meadows, 
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meadows, and feed abuncance of cattle. ' 
The meadow hufbandry does not continue | 
longer than three years, after which fuc- 

ceeds a crop of grain. The culture of the 

grain is bad, and the lands do not produce 

above ten or twelve bufhels per acre, oF 

twenty-five bufhels of Indian corn. The 

price of grain here is regulated by that in the 

New-York market: it is et prefent thirteen 

fhillings the bufhel : Indian corn is at a dol- 

lar and half. During the laft fpring, hay 

was fold at five dollars per thoufand-weight: 

its ufual price is from three to four. 

Workmen are not eafiy procured here’; 
becaufe, as foon as they nave been able to 
ama{s a little money, they go to the new 
countries and become farmers themfelves. 
They muft be paid from ten to twelve dol- 
lars per month, and fometimes two dollars 
a day in the harveft-time. The greater part 
of the immigration to ttefe new countries 
is from beyond the river, and from the ftate 
of New-York itfelf. 

Complaints are made here, as in every 
other place through which we have paffed, 
of the extreme drought, which dries up all 

the 
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the waters, and reduces the greater number 
of the mills to a ftate of inactivity, 


NEWBURG AND NEW-WINDSOR. 


The road from New-Pattz to Newburg is 
a continued fucceffion of inequalities, It 
crofies all the hills which feparate this part 
of the country from the North-River,. The 
country 1s. thickly peopled, and_ exhibits 
pretty confiderable farms, and vaft barns, al- 
moft univerfally furrounded with ricks of 
hay. The lands are for the moi part. kept 
in meadows: but, each farm containing 
within its. boundaries different expofures of 
high and low land, a portion is. always as 
regularly devoted to the plough. Such is 
the practice in the Senerality of the farms on 
the weft fide of the river, and to fome dif- 
tance back. 

Newburg, which alfo lies. in. Ulfter 
county, is built on the bank of the river, 
and fituate at the diftance of four miles be- 
low the extremity of the Highlands. The 
back countries of which this town receives 
the produce being more thickly inhabited 

than 
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than thofe that fupply = the ‘other towns 
through which we have hitherto’ pafled, its 
trade. ‘with New-York is more extenfive 
than theirs. ° Yet only fix floops belong to 
Newburg: but thofe floops, on account of 
the {mall diftance of New-York, perform 


almoft twice as many voyages as thofe even 


a A 


of Katfkill, which lies only fixty miles higher. 
The produce from the banks of the weitern 
branch of Delaware comes alfo to Newburg 
by roads which are faid to be yery good. It 
is averred that above ten thoufand cafks of 
butter‘are annually fhipped at Newburg and 
New-Windfor. The quantity has even been 
greater this year, and muft receive a further 
increafe from the extenfion of the fettle- 
ments and the improvements in agriculture. 

New-Windfor’ neverthelefs is: ina ftate 
of decreafe; a great bar, which renders the 
approach to it tedious and difficult, caufing 
a preference to be given to Newburg, which 
will, it is probable, entirely abforb the trade 
of the former. place. Notwithftanding this 
difadvantage, New-Windfor ftill has two or 
three floops employed in conitant voyages to 
and from New-York. That town, fituate 
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in Orange-county and two miles below New 
burg, confifts only of about forty houfes ‘ 
whereas Newburg contains at. Jeaft four 
times that number; almott al] built fince the 
war. There were not twenty ereéted on 
the’ {pot when General Wathington made it 
his head quarters in 1770, 

The profpeét here is grand. To the left, 
the eye follows through an extenfive {pace 
the majeftic courfe of this beautiful river, 
bordered in its whole length by little hills of 
variegated forms and all well cultivated — 
in front it commands a view of the river 
two miles in breadth, and ‘of the hills on the 
other fide, well cultivated likewife and 
thickly inhabited: behind thefe, -rife the 
mountains which a little farther form the 
Highlands, and which, though very ele- 
vated, are alfo covered with farms, houfes, 
and cultivation :—more to the right, the eye 

_ penetrates the narrow channel which the 
river has formed: for its paliage through thefe 
lofty and beautiful mountains, and difcovers 
the fortifications of Weft-Point - farther to 

mh the right, the view is intercepted by that 
3 fame chain of mountains which recede in 
waning 
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waning perfpective to the weft, where they t 
join the Alleghany ridge. The inhabitants 
of Newburg are almoft univerfally immi- 
grants from New-England. We are in- 
formed here that Orange-county is peopled 
by Irifh and Germans, who are all induf- 
trious and good farmers. 

At New-York a houfe is building for the 
college called the academy. The expenfe is 
defrayed by the prefbyterians, who, having 
for this purpofe obtained the endowment of 
an extenfive tract of land: granted to the 
epifcopalians in the time of the Britifh go- 

_vernment, thus fulfil the condition annexed 
to that donation. ‘This academy receives 
moreover the annual fum of four or five 
hundred dollars from the funds deftined by 
the ftate of New-York for the fupport and 
encouragement of {chools. 

The price of every article has rifen here, 
‘asin all other parts of America, fince the 
commencement of the war. Workmen are 
fcarce; and their wages are from twelve to 
fifteen dollars per month. Beef cofts eight 
pence the pound ; a-pair of oxen, from eighty 

to 
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to a hundred dollars; a good cow, twenty. 
five. 

We had a letter from Mr. Van Grotheck 
of Kingfton for Mr, Seight, a lawyer of 
Newburg, from whom we experienced more 
civilities. than fervices; for he could not in 
fix-and-thirty hours procure us a {mall boat 
to convey us to Weft-Point, whither we 
had fent our horfes acrofs the mountains. 
We were obliged to wait for the garrifon’s 
boat, which was fent to us by the command- 
ing officer when he found that we did not 
arrive. 


PASSAGE OF THE NORTH-RIVER IN 
THE HIGHLANDS. 


The navigation from’Newburg to Welt- 
Point prefents one of the moft grand and 
majeftic views that can be feen in any part 
of the world. The river, exceeding two 
miles in width, narrows its {tream to pais 


between the mountains, in a channel whofe 
breadth is not more than half a ‘mile. »The 
mountains through which it forces its way; 

though 
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though ‘not very lofty, exhibit the mot 
beautiful, the moft variegated, and the moft 
majéftic forms. In fome places we behold 
mafles of rock towering in perpendicular al 


ae 


titude, and threatening each moment to 
crufh in their fall whatever pafles beneath: 
their feet. ‘In other parts their form is more 
inclined: but here they are lefs naked, and 
bear a few oaks, a few pines, a few cedars, 
which stow on the rocks, though the eye 
cannot difcover the earth which nourifhes 
them. Again, thefe great mountains recede 
from each ‘other, ‘and their place on the 
banks of the ftréam is occupied by little hills, 
of fertile foil, and in many parts Hidieidabilt 
The river inceffantly winds through thefe 
different mountains’: and the prétpeed here 
iS incomparably more beautiful thah that of 
the jun@tion of the Potowmack and the She- 
nandoah in the Blue- Ridge. 

Weft-Point is in the narrowett part of this 
paffage, which is eighteen miles in length. 
it is a promontory which advances a con- 
fiderable way into the natural bed of the 
fiver, and forces the ftream in a forward 
direction, where another mountain on the Op- 
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pofite fhore prefents to it an obftacle equally 
unfurmountable, and drives it back to the 
fide which it had quitted ; fo that the water 
abfolutely furrounds this fpot, which, by its 
pofition, commands the navigation of that 
great river. Its channel at Welt-Point does 
not exceed a quarter of a mile in breadth, 
This is the poft that General Arnold in- 
tended to betray to General Clinton. The 
former at that time commanded the ad- 
vanced guard of the American army; and 
the accomplifhment of his fcheme would 
for a long time have retarded the termina- 
tion of the war. I have feen the houfe in 
which the interviews took place between 
that traitor and the unfortunate major An- 
dré + it was that where Arnold had his head- 
quarters; it ftands at the diftance of a mile 
from Weft-Point, and on the oppofite bank: 


WEST-POINT. 


This poft is nearly in the fame ftate at 
prefent in which it was during the war. 
Fort-Putnam—which ftands on the fammit 


of the mountain, and of which the object 
was 
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was to cut off all approach to Weft-Point 
from behind, as well as to fupport fome ftill 
farther advanced intrenchments on the neigh» 
bouring mountains—had been begun in ma- 
fon’s work by the celebrated and unfortunate 
Kofciufko, at that time employed as an en- 
gineer in the American army. That forti- 
fication’ was continued ‘two years fince by 
Monfieur Vincent, a French engineer, and 
upon an excellent plan. But thirty-five 
thoufand dollars expended on it by Monfieur 
Vincent have been no better than a ufelefs 
expenditure, fince the further fum of forty- 
five thoufand, requifite for the completion ‘of 
that great and interefting work, -has been re- 
fufed—and the fine ereétions in ftorie which 
are half finifhed, together with the cafemates 
which are only commenced, remain expofed 
to the inclemencies of the fevere winters of 
this climate, which will fpeedily deftroy 
thofe walls unlefs Congrefs will grant the 
money neceffary for at leaft covering them. 
In every. other inftance the American go- 
vernment fhow. the fame inattention to all 
the grand objects of primary importance : 
they difplay great zeal and launch forth into 
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great and fometimes exceflive’ expenfes dur- 
ing the firft year, and afterward totally flop 
the fupplies) “Hence wwe: fee confiderable 
fums lavifhed without advantage, exhibiting 
moft evident proofs of pase and 
ficklenefs in the government. 

There is. no ether fortification’ at Weit- 
Point, where indeed the hand of nature has 
already done fo much, that, in cafe of emer- 
gency, it might foon be put into a refpett 
able {tate of defence. During the war, this 
part of the country, on both fides of the 
river, was thick-fown with’ finall forts, of 
which the’ veftiges are {till to be feen, and 
which, when once the Americans had efta- 
blifhed them, the Enelifh never ventured to 
approach. 

Weft-Point is the ftation of the corps of 
engineers and artillerifts of the United States, 
which confifts of four batallions of two hun- 
dred and fifty men each, and furnifhes de- 
tachments for all the pofts where the United 
States entertain a military force ; befides an 
entire batallion at prefent with the army of 
General Wayne in the Weftern Territory- 


This corps fingly conftitutes above one fourth 
eas 
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part of the American ftanding army, of which 
the total number is only three thoufand four 
hundred men ; and, {mall as that number is, 


4 


it. cannot be completed. So eafy and com- 
fortable are the circumftances of the people 
in. America, and fuch their independence, of 
{pirit, that—notwithftanding all the tem pta- 
tions of liberal pay, extreme, facility in ob- 
taining furloughs, .and indulgences. of every 
kind. .granted to the foldiers, together. with 
the gentlenefs, of the difcipline and the fhort- 
neis of the engagements—it is found difficult 
to, recruit that little army:, yet, , although 
the law of the, United States. ordains that 
none be admitted into. the military body. ex- 
cept natives of America, Englith deferters 
are enlifted, Germans, Irifhnien newly ar- 
rived, in fhort every one who prefents him- 
felf; and, after all, the ranks-are not filled 
to their due complement. 

I thall {peak .elfewhere of the pay of ‘the 
American troops. The fault! to. which they 
are moft addiéted is drunkennefs, which is fo 
habitual that it efcapes :punifhment. Theft 
is very rare among the foldiery, as indeed in 
the country in general: but to: filch pro- 

Hh3 vifions 
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vifions or liquor is not confidered as theft: it 
is a fort of cuftomary privilege at which the 
officers are obliged to connive, but which 
neverthelefs does not extend to the ftealing 
of live poultry, fheep, or other animals ; al- 
though it would not be quite fafe to leave 
thofe fame animals expofed, when dead: and 
hanging up ready for ufe. Defertions fome- 
times happen, but in no confiderable number. 
The term of fervice was heretofore three 
years ; it 1s now extended to five; and the 

bounty for enliftment'is fourteen dollars. 
One muft not expeét to find the American 
troops well trained or remarkable for neat- 
| nefs: a European eye is fhocked by their 
wart of cleanlinefs and their unfoldierlike 
appearance. But thefe are defects arifing 
from the nature of the country; and the 
recruiting fervice would proceed full more 
flowly, if greater ftri¢tnefs were ufed to re- 
medy them. This corps is exercifed as the 
other troops, but with no. greater fuccels. 
They. are alfo taught to fire cannon and 
mortars ; and this is the branch to which the 
chief attention is paid. The officer, how- 
ever, knows little more of the bufinefs than 
the 
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the private foldier: and the government does 
not adopt any meatfures to provide that none 
but {kilful officers be admitted, which indeed 
it would be difficult to accomplifh in this 
country—nor even to have them inftructed 
after their admiflion, which would be an 
eafier tafk. The corps of officers, firtt efta- 
blifhed about two years fince, is compofed of 
men of all countries. Such of them as we 
have feen are men of advantageous appear- 
ance, and feemed to be very good company : 
but thefe were only ten in number ; and we 
have been informed that all the others do 
not in thefe particulars refemble them. The 
officers are paid from thirty-five to feventy 
dollars per month, with the addition of a 
greater or {maller number of rations accord- 
ing to their grade. ‘They are lodged in {mall 
houfes irregularly built on an extenfive ef- 
planade at the foot of the mountains, where 
they have better accommodations than the 
French officers ever have had in barracks. 
The commanding officer is Monfieur de 
Rochefontaine, who ferved in the army of 
the United States during the entire period of 
the war. He has fince been in the French 

Hh4 fervice ; 
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fervice; and he, poffefies much creater know- 
Jedge and; {kill than any. of his officers, | 

I know not why the little army: of the 
United, States, confifting off three thoufand 
four hundred..men, ,is not exclufively com- 
poted of artillerifts, and, e{pecially, provided 
with a greater number of officers. In time 
of. peace, -thofe artillerifts might, occupy. the 
frontier-pofts as ufefully as any other troops: 
they, would even be more, ferviceable, fince 
the occupation. of. thofe poits is entirely a 
fervice of. defence, and; a, fmall, detachment 
ef aitillery is ftationed jin, each... The/place 
of the regiments now on foot, whichare not 
artillery, would , be :completely, fupplied in 
war-time by the militia or continental troops 
which then muft be raifed or affembled ; and 
thus the United States would at leaft poflefs 
an. effective force of! three. thoufand four 
hundred  artillerifts,, whofe pay would not 
coft them more than that of the other’ regi 
ments. 

Bat—-again be it remarked—the Ameti- 
can government betray the utmoft improvie 
dence, carelefinefs, and ignorance, im every 
branch, and. efpecially in what concerns the 

military 
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military department... It is a frivolous ex- 

cufe to fay that the executive power is y 
cramped by the Congrefs: that may indeed 
be the cafe with refpect to the’ expenfes re- 
- quired for the fupport of a more numerous 
army, or even for the ere¢tion and mainte- 
nance of the neceflary. fortifications: but it 
is not, it cannot,be, true with refpect to the 
moft ufeful mode of employing the fums 


granted. 


There is alfo at Weft-Point a {mall arfenal 
containing between fix:and feven thoufand 
ftand of. arms. It is kept in much. worfe 
order than that of Springfield. Forty, pieces 
of cannon, of.all fizes, and about the fame 
numberof :carriages, many of which were 
not made for the pieces, are, kept at Weift- 
Point, partly in the ftores, partly planted in 
various places for the defence of this and 
the furrounding pofts, which would. require 
above,a hundred: . ‘Probably. a time may 
come when more capable men will be placed 
at the head of the different departments, and 
when thefe objects of primary importance 
will engage more ferious confideration. But 

mean- 
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meanwhile much valuable time is loft, and 
nearly all the expenfe incurred is fruitlefs. 

It may be deemed furprizing that the mi- 
litary fyftem of England is that which is fol- 
lowed in this little handful of an army. In 
the firft place, it is in itfelf a moft wretched 
model for imitation: and befides it would 
have been both proper and ufeful for the 
American government to break through the 
Englith habits, in this inftance in particular, 
and efpecially for the purpofe of adopting 
fomething better. The army is alfo drefled 
in Englith cloth; and, what is ftill more re- 
markable, the mufkets which the contraétors 
have undertaken to furnifh, and which are 
made after the ancient French model of 
1763, are imported from England in pieces 
ready made, as locks, hammers, cocks, bayo- 
nets, &c. The contra¢tor finds his advantage 
in this management on account of the high 
price of workmanfhip in America ; and he 1s 
fuffered to follow his own plan. 


VER- 
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VERPLANCK-POINT. 


Monfieur de Rochefontaine, after having 
given Monfieur Guillemard and me @ very 
friendly reception, infifted on conveying ts 
in his barge beyond the boundaries of the 
Highlands. This was'a good opportunity of 
completing our examination of the whole of 
that interefting part of the North-River ; 
and with pleafure we accepted his obliging 
offer. Mr. Lowel, adjutant-general of the 
corps, and friend of a rich inhabitant who 
refided at the place where our navigation 
terminated, propofed to conduct us to his 
friend’s houfe, affuring us that we fhould be 
joyfully received. -We were not difappomted 
of the pleafure we had promifed ourfelves 
from our little voyage; yet this part of the 
Highlands is much lefs beautiful than that 
which is paffed in going to Weft-Point. 
The mountains are here lefs elevated; their 
forms lefS: bold; the bed of the river lefs 
narrow: the whole, notwithftanding, ex- 
hibits a grand and beautiful fcene, which 

the 
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the eye enjoys with rapture, and of which 
the mind long retains the remembrance. 

On our way we paffed under the remains 
of Fort-Montgomery, carried by the Englith 
during the laft war. Farther on, and at the 
mouth of a little creek, we faw a flour-mill, 
erected two years fince. The miller who 
built it was condemned by all his neighbours 
for the choice he had made of a fituation: 
they affured him that the ftream was not 
fufficiently powerful, and that the water 
would often fail. Thefe reprefentations 
only encouraged him the more in the profe- 
cution of his plan: he knew the extent of 
his refources much better than his advifers, 
to whofe remonftrances. he: made no other 
anfwer than that of giving to his mill the 
mame of ¢a ira. — Accordingly, the mill con- 
tinues in motion, is conftantly employed, 
does a great deal of work, and produces a 
confidcrable profit to the owner, who is a 
native of New-England. 

AAs to the good reception with which Mr. 
Lowel had flattered us, we found ourfelves 


greatly difappointed in our expectations on 
that 
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that {core; for Mr. Verplanck could hardly 
have given us a worfe, unlefs he had abfo- | 
lutely turned us out of doors. ‘This is the 

firft time in the courfe of my travels in 

America that I ever failed to experience a 

hofpitable reception. But Mr. Verplanck 

had not invited us; and it of courfe was 

quite natural that he fhould have been dif- 

pleafed with our vifit : it was even candid in 

him thus to make us acquainted with his dif- 

pofition. 

Verplarick-Point is on the eaftern bank of 
the North-River. It was in the extenfive 
plain behind it that the junction was formed 
between the American and French armies 
in 1781, previous to their marching into 
Virginia. On the other fide of the river, 
and oppofite to Verplanck-Point, is Stony- 
Point, which General Wayne took from the 
Englifh at the point of the bayonet. His 
van was commanded by Monfieur Dupleflis, 
a French officer, whofe valour and intelli- 
cence are not forgotten in America. 
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ARRIVAL AT NEW-YORK, 


From Verplanck-Point to New-York we 
con{tantly proceeded along the eaftern bank 
of the North-River: and travelling over 
very mountainous roads, much embarraffed 
with rocks, and confequently often bad, we 
hardly ever loft fight of that beautiful river, 
which in every point of view prefents in- 
terefting profpects: of thefe, the moft beauti- 
ful in this part is the Tappan-fea, fo called 
becaufe here the bed of the river, for the 
length of ten or twelve miles, extends to 
{uch a width as to refemble rather a creat 
lake than even the greateft river. 

At length we arrived by King’s-Bridge in 
the ifland of New-York, where the {oil, 
which is in general bad, is yet covered with 
indifferent woods in the parts. moft diftant 
from the city. There are, however, nume- 

‘rous farms, and. particularly country-feats, in 
all the traé&t which. lies within fix or feven 
miles of it, and in the parts bordering on 
the North-R iver, and on the arm of the fea 
which feparates this ifle from Long-Ifland. 
MINE- 
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MINERALOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


American mineralogy, as I have already 
more than once remarked, offers few varie- 
ties for obfervation. ‘The great mountains 
——that is to fay, the moft elevated—are ge~ 
nerally formed of granite; as, for inftance, 
in my, laft tour, the mountains of New 
Hampfhire, the Green Mountains, and. the 
Highlands. Thofe of inferior altitude fuc- 
ceffively exhibit fchiftus more or lefs perfe@, 
flate, feldt-{path, calcareous ftone, and fome 
fand-ftones of extreme hardnefs, and in a 
{tate of great perfection. At the diftance of 
eight or ten miles from New-York is a 
pretty rich copper-mine: the ore is irregu- 
larly f{cattered through a kind- of fandy-. 
{tone often refembling grit and fometimes 
the pudding-ftone. It yields from fixty to 
feventy pounds of fine copper per hundred 
weight. Previous to the revolution it ufed 
to be carried to England, where it bore a 
higher price than any other ore of the fame 
metal. The mine has been feveral times 
wrought, abandoned, and refumed. At pre- 
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fent there are workmen employed in it, who 
are for the moft part Germans, brought over 
from Europe for the purpofe, and paid from 
fifteen to twenty dollars per month. How- 
ever excellent the copper, the company can- 
not fell it in pigs, and.are now ereGting mills 
to roll it into fheets, and manufacture it into 
various houfehold articles. The fteam en- 
gine for pumping off the water is very ill 
contrived, and the defeé in its conftru@ton 
extends its influence to the working of the 
mine. There is reafon to apprehend, that, 
through the want of a good method and of 
{kilful men to dire& the works; this excellent 
mine will not prove advantageous to the 
company. 


TREES. 


Among the trees of various {pecies, but 
fimilar to thofe which 1 had before feen 
elfewhere, I have diftinguifhed the kalmia, 
the liquidambar, the acacia triacanthos, the 
black walnut, and the tulipier * which does 


* T cannot learn the proper Englith name of. the free 


here defignated by theFrench appellation of ¢ulipier or tulp- 
tees y i 
not 
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hot grow to any confiderable fize in a higher = 


northern latitude than that of forty-two de- 
grees. 


JOURNEY TO FEDERAL-CITY IN 
LHE YEAR 1797. 


TOUR FROM PHILADELPHIA TO CHES- 
TER AND WILMINGTON. 
E-NNUI and melancholy drive me from 
Philadelphia, and impel me to feek tran- 
quillity, or at leaft amufement, in a courfe 
of activity—My prefent deftination is Fede- 
ral-City. . This excurfion is ftill more foli- 
tary than my laft year’s journies, for I had 
then. the company of my poor faithful dog: 
Cartouche, who is now too old and infirm to 
accompany me; thus the fources of confola- 
tion vanifh at the moment when we need 
them moft. I fet out the 26th ‘of: March 

1797. 

Wilmington road leaves the city of Phila- 
delphia by thofe long ftreets which William 
Penn laid down in his defign for uniting the 
Delaware and the: Skuylkill; which, how- 
ever, are not yet built upon te more than a 
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third of their intended length.  Thefe ftreets 
are uniformly railed, “and© the’ cultivated: 
ground, whether farms or gardens, is alfo 
enclofed with railing. Though the foil 
here 1s of an indifferent quality, eftates are. 
valuable; as the vicinity‘of.the city enables 
the occupier to manure his land plentifally, 
and énfures shim the fale of ‘his produce at 
the beft- price.» Dung ‘is ‘fold by the cart. 
load at. Philadelphia, at about a: dollar pet 
ton : | the farmers ufe it much:too frethivic® 
You pads the Skuylkilk'at’ Gray’s-Ferryp 
the réad to which runs below -Woodlands, 
the featcofi Mr. William: Hamilton : it fands: 
high, and is feen uporo:an‘ eminence’ from 
the oppofite fide of the tiveri s+ Itccomrhands 
an excellent profpect, but is not to -be‘ad- 
mired foro anything? elfé; ; The: shoufeos 
{mall and ill-conftructed, very much: outiof 
repair, and sbadly:furnithed: | Theo garden, 
which is fmall, is negleéted; but in an‘ad- 
joming hot-houfe: Mr.:Hamilton ‘rears’ plaats 
procuréd ata great i¢xpence from: all parts 
of.'the iworlds! ‘Hes is: proprietor ‘of! from. 

three to fourrhundred:acres<of ‘the | 
ing country,’ which withdome porte 
JL .peidce 
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pence might be converted into a lucrative 
and pleafant farm. His houfe ‘and. gardens 
wonld receive as great embellifhment from 
the: neighbourhood of a good tenantry, as he 
would +himfelf: derive emolument ‘from their 
Jabour; but either from: indifference; or from 
a,want of the neceflary funds to! defray. the 
firft expences of clearing the land, it remains 
uncultivated, and his houfe feems. furrounded 
bya defert: . No man, however, is happier 
to recéive his friends, or entertains: them 
better, than Mr.. William Hamilton: he is © 
a chearful man, a moft:excellent companion, 
and is in every refpect the gentleman, 
Gray’s-Ferry atfelf prefents a -moft pleaf- 
ing view. The’ toll-houfe, fituated amid 
Jarge: points of rock, -which here 4kirt the 
fouth bank ‘of the Skuylkill;:the: trees-{cat« 
tered here and there amongft them, and ja 
confiderable number of failing vetlels: belong= 
ingiitovan adjoininginn, form’ together oa 
truly interefting fcenes “This inn as a place 
of general refort for pa:tics of pleafure in the 
fummer, and’ is frequently ‘vifited in the 
winter by the ‘young “people of Philadelphia, 
si Li2 who 
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who travel there in fledges, dine, and fomes 
times pafs the night there in dancing, 4 | 
From this {pot to Chefter, however, there 
is not one*agreeable profpect. The country 
is flat without being fmooth; the floods 
render it uneven in fome places, but. the 
ridges of the banks which they form are all 
of one fhape and level. The whole of the 
land is ina ftate of cultivation, and woods 
are only found in clumps. “Cultivation how- 
ever is neglected. Several houfes built with 
pieces of rock, cemented with a mortar of 
earth; a few, which are the neateft, built 
with bricks; and a great numberof block- 
houfes; are the only objéé&s to be met with. 
Huts formed of logs and: planks of wood, as 
miferable as any that ate to be feen in the 
pooreft parts of France, cover the country. 
The inhabitant here is: proprietor and culti- 
vator : that he lives as hepleafes, mutt be ad- 
mitted ; but in the moft remote and unin- 
habited parts of America that I have vilited, 
I have never feen 2. greater proportion of 
wretched habitations. The men and wo- 


men who are {een ifluing from their huts ate 
: : badly 
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badly clothed, and bear every mark of po-' \ 
verty.~ The children are in rags, and almoft | 
naked,» The prefent moment however is by 
no’ means favourable to the appearance of 
the country. Nothing yet appears above 
the ground, except the corn, of which there 
is but a {mall quantity in this part of the 
country. ‘The: water-of the creeks, which 
we crofs, and that of the Delaware, which is 
frequently in fight, is: muddy, and of the 
fame yellow colour as the banks which con- 
fine it; and the efernal wooden. enclofures, 
which of themfelves-are fufficient to throw 
a gloom over the moft delightful landfcape, 
add:to the drearinefs.of this, and to the tints. 
of melancholy with which the feafon of the 
year colours the feene. A fmall creek near 
Chefter fupplies Philadelphia, from its banks, 
with ftones which are ufed for paving their 
fireets: they are carried to within a mile of 
the mouth of the creek into the Delaware in 
floops, which are’ conftantly failing to and 
from the city. 

Chefter. is the chief city of the county, of 
the fame name-in the ftate of Pennfylvania. 
The court of common pleas and-the qeartes 
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feffions of the guftices: ate» held heérets This 
place is celebrated. in the arinals:of /Pennfyl. 
vania ‘aso the f{pot«wheresthe: fff colonial 
affembly::washeld, an thé» Decemberof; the 
year 1682,.« Chefter icontains -about: fixty 
houfes‘tolerably well. built. of which» five 
or fix afergood inns, very: much=frequented 
by travellers;:and’ often» by” parties of pleas 
fure; befides'the ftages,; which are increafed 
upon the: Baltimore: road,:and in thé eaftem 
part of Maryland, °‘TPhey are!alfo frequented 
by paflengers from veffels, who difembark 
there in-preference to purfuing theirevoyage 
up the:Delaware to Philadelphia, which 1s 

| frequently’ tediows when the tide ‘vis: une 
favourable, 

Chefter is admired for its teen abc 
is certainly extenfive, as the city, built upon 
a rifing ground fomewhat ¢levated above the . 
furroufiding country,’ commands for a con- 
fiderable diftance to the «right and:deft: the 
plain below, and in front hoe Delaware with 
the country of Jerfey beyond; yet the eye 
in running over this exterifive' views fees No 
thine but’ a tirefome uniformity, the fields 


are flat, and without thofe clumps of trees, 
which, 
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which, in Europe; give.them fuch a pleafing 
appearance. ‘Fhe borders of Jerfey are like- 


——- +~— 


wife flat.’ A few mean log-houfes are juft 
difcernible at! a°very great diftance, which 
beitig furrounded by two or three acres of 
cleared land are ‘loft. in the forefts behind 
them. : 

During the two hours which we fpent at 
the inn we faw a great variety of travellers, 
the generality of whom were a ‘civil, con- 
verfable, good fort of people Throughout 
the whole of my extenfive travels in America 
L have feldom met with any other fort, ‘but 
have always been confirmed in my- opinion, 
that the Americans are. in general a well- 
difpofed people. It muft be underftood that 
I do not allude to the inhabitants, efpecially 
the wealthy inhabitants, of the chief cities. 

The population of Chefter amounts’ to 
about thirty thoufand fouls; is about fifty 
miles in length, and forty-five in width. 
There are feveral iron mines, which how- 
ever, at prefent, fupply only feven or eight 
forges. A few miles beyond Chefter we 
enter the fmall ftate of Delaware, which is 
diftinguifhed by the bad ftate of the roads, 

1i4 and 
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and by the bridges, which are almof all 
conftructed of wood. The country becomes 
more mountainous ; it is covered with rocks, 
which are not even removed from the high. 
way, although with little labour they might 
be broken into pieces,’ which would render 
the roads excellent and durable. Cultivation 
appears to be itill more negleéted here than 
in the vicinity.of Pennfylvania. . The land 
is badly ploughed, the furrows are not even 
ftrait, The grounds in general are under 
water, though they might be drained with 


every little trouble. The houfes are even 


worte than the lands, From fome parts of 
the road, in clear weather, may be feen the 
city of Philadelphia, and the capes of the 
Delaware, 

Half-way from Chefter to Wilmington 
ftands an inn, where the ftage generally 
{tops, It was kept about three years ago by 
an Englifhman, a diflenter, who, in the fpirit 
of a demagogue, hada fign painted. repre- 
jenting a decapitated female, the head lying 
by the fide of the bleeding trunk; under- 
neath which was this infcription, “ The guil- 


Aotined Queen of France,” No authority pol- 


felled 
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{effed the power of compelling him to take 
down this horrible fign, at the fight of which 
every body revolted; and as it was the only 
inn, within five mules either way, it could not 
be abandoned. However, that which the 
laws could not effect, the public voice ac- 
complifhed.. The horror excited by this in- 
famous picture was {fo general, and fo loudly 
proclaimed, that the brutal innkeeper was 

. obliged to change his fign, or at leaft to alter 
it. He was unwilling, however, to relin- 
quifh the idea entirely. The female ftill re- 
mained without a head, but ereé&t, without 
any trace of blood, or implements of execu- 
tion’; and: the: infcription was altered to 
** The Svlent Woman.” — Such was the public 
reparation which this man partially made, 
but he continued to be: defpifed: his inn 
was, however, {till frequented, becaufe, as I 
have before obferved, it was the only one. 
Since that. period other taverns have been 
eftablifhed ; another innkeeper has fucceeded 
the Diffenter, and has exchanged the fign of 
the Silent Woman for that of the Praétical 
Farmer. | 


I have beheld a fight to-day which, -hap- 
pily, 
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pily, is very uncommon in the United States: 
two women left their ‘hhoufes when the ftage 
arrived, to dell bad.apples:to the paffengers’; 
they did notebeg»for money, but: they, re. 
ceived its; Among thefe was.aosvoman who 
has fourteen children,! all> by different fa 
thers; fhe was never married, and is unable 
to fay preeiely: who is the father of any of 
her children. Such an inftance>-<would*be 
m€&ntioned as mfamous, even in our Euro» 
pea, fates; but: this: poor woman: by her 
own labour, and:a few dollars procured from 
the charity of spaflengers, has: brought up 
thefe fourteen children, .without becoming 
burthenfometo the-ftate, and without the 
leaft. affiftance from ‘the: fathers of thef 
children}; whom: fhe does not even know. 
This: commendable-attachment isfome little 
extenuation of the licentious .ufe»which the 

has »made of her uncommon fruitfulnefs. 
Brandywine Creek feparates; the hundred 
of Brandywine from. the: liberties of Wil- 
mington.  Thefe hundreds are in fome of 
the American ftates, as in England, a -di- 
vilion of the counties. The ftate of Dela- 
ware is thus divided. They do not contain 
precifely 
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precifelycone hundred: parifhes, astheir name ' 
feerms ito imply ; but. they. form, more:than 
thofe of Eni#land, a part ofithe adminiftrative 
hierarchy ofthe tate: of Delaware, which is 


+2 we 


divided into!:counties:;and: hundreds.» Bach 

hundred ‘has its own officers chofen.by. -ztfelf. 

A° proportion of: the:national taxes and the 

county’! rates! is!devied sapom each *hundred, 

and: that fum, addedito the:expences of the 

officers of the’ hundred; is defrayed bycan 
affefiment: upon’ each odndividualioim Some 

cities ‘obtain fromm theaffembly the title vof 

hundred, »and have a smagiftrac sof. their 
own: the jurifdiGtion of cities however 4s 
not confined within the limits of their own 

walls, as. in. Europe, but “rather -refembles 

that of the prefent municipalities of France, 

extending, according’ ‘to capone anes) te a 

sreater or lets diftance)" 

WiL_uineron, «though not the ¢apitabof 
the {tate of Delaware} or of ‘the coutity of 
Néwesttle ‘in which ‘it 29° fituated,’ is the 
moftpdptilous city i that! ftate.’ The po- 
pulation is ‘dttimared ‘at about four thoufand 
five: handred-‘inhabitants, exclufive’ of the 
Bieeass who have’atfived from the different 

iflands 
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iflands, and have increafed the population 
within thefe three years by three or four 
hundred. Wilmington, like Philadelphia, 
and many other towns in America, does not 
cover all the ground marked out for it; the 
houfes, though almoft all built in ftreets, do 
not join each other ; on the contrary, there 
are fields of a confiderable fize betwixt 
fevetal of them. They are, in general, 
handfome fubftantial. brick buildings, and 
are almoft all of them built in the Englith 
ftyle. The town contains about four fquare 
miles, exclufive of a tract of land not yet 
built upon. 


BRANDYWINE MILLS. 


At the entrance of Wilmington is fituated 
BRANDYWINE, a place which contains the 
greateit part of the houfes belonging to the 
hundred of Brandywine. This village, or 
rather this hundred, takes its name from the 
creek which runs through it, and whofe 
fource is forty miles from the Delaware ‘in 
the mountains of Pennfylvania. It is fuff- 
cies y vapid, ad contains water enough to 

turn, 
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turn, in its’ courfe, from fixty to eighty | , 
mills, almoft all of different defcriptions, 
fuch as paper, powder, tobacco, fawing, full- 
ing, and flour, mills, the latter of which are 
moft numerous. The principal ones are 
fituated near the bridge over the creek. All 
the operations of the mills are performed by 
water, from the unlading the floops which 
bring the corn, to the complete finifhing of 
the flour. Thus the facks are hoifted into 
the granary, the flour is fifted, is ground, 
and bolted, without the leaft manual labour. 
The mills are fimilar to thofe at London 
bridge in England, and thofe which the 
brothers Perrier have conftruéted at Paris — 
near the Gros-caillou. The latter are firft 
fet in motion by a fteam engine, but as the 
fecondary motion is the principal, the mills 
of London and Paris give a fufficiently exa& 
idea of thefe of Brandywine. There is, 
however, in the procefs from the grinding 
to the bolting, a difference in favour of the 
former. At London and Paris the flour 
when ground falls into troughs, and is after- 
wards conveyed by the labourer to another 
part of the mill, where it is fpread, and 
turned 
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turned by the hand: to. cool xitsbefote it: js 
taken to be bolted, fuch ‘at leat! was tthe 
procefs when d :left Europe. isan] as dog 

At (Brandywine! the . flour falls as it: ig» 
eround; upon a wooden roller, armed with 
little détached wings,» which aredo. abranged 
as tovform~a {crews || This roller, ifixed ina 
trough, is inclined:towards a bin in fucha 
manner that it fervessas ai conductor to the 
flour,:wwhich awould:defcend: too rapidly if it 
fell: perpendicularly, and too flowly and at 
intervals: if at were merely conducted by a 
fimple inclined: plane.:!:A) chair’! of; {mall 
troughs, about three or four:-cubic mehes 
long, dips into the»bin, which «receives the 
flour. This chain is inclofed*in? long per- 
pendicular wooden cafes. -It turnsupon two 
pivots. one of which ‘is: placed:in =the ‘bin 
where: the little: troughs: fill themfelves with 
the flour: which vis depofited there’; and the 
other’ on the fourth floor; where the fame 
little-troughs empty themfelves,:and thence 
defcend empty to. -recommence’ their per 
petual operations, | sagt 

The flour, conveyed ea by thefe 


troughs, falls on an inclined circular floor; 
in 
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in the centre of whith are fevetal holes : el 
it is there fpread about™by a rake™as large 
as the floor, the teeth of which are 6 hated’ 
as to conduét the flour towards the ‘holes, 
through’ which it falls, “cooled, “into the 
bolters. ~Thefe bolters* are alfo different 
from thofe ufed in France and ‘England, ‘as 
the ftuff which covers them, and ‘through 
which the ‘flour’ paffes, “is‘a fine ‘filk,* Very 
clofely woven. The millers affert, that hot- 
withftanding ‘they pay fix dollars ah ell for 
this* fluff, it is cheaper tHah’ thé “cominich 
bolting ‘cloth, to Wwhich’it is Hkewife to be 
piertida for giving a more beautiful *co- 
jour to the’ flour: “Theft ‘boltérs will laft 
five years in ‘conftant ufe ‘without aby re- 
pair: about twelve ells ‘of ftuff is fa ficient to 
cover them.” Hithert6 the fof has ‘béen 
brought from’ Hollaiid’s but a manufactory 
of it ‘1s'abolt to be eftablittied at Wilming- 
toh. Bath “pair OP tills is Airnifhied Hh 
its winged’ roller, its chain and troughs, its 
fie eireular floot, “anid ‘its bolters, “This 
mechaniifin’ for conveying the flour-from the 
millftone’ to the’ bolter was invented five 
years abd “by “Mri” Evans of ‘Philadelphia, 
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who obtained a patent for the invention, 
which bears his name. There are three 
pair of mills, in this place, with that which 
we have vifited, that is to fay, fix mills and 
twelve mill-ftones. I explain myfelf thus 
minutely to prevent miftakes, There are 
fome parts of the machinery of thefe: mills, 
however, fuch as the wheels, the trundle. 
heads, &c. which are not. fo well executed 
as in thofe of Europe. | 
The proprietor of the mill which I par- 
ticularly examined is a quaker, of the name 
of TaATNALL. His fon-in-law, Thomas 
Lea, took upon himfelf the trouble of thew- 
ing me the whole of it. He is alfo a quaker, 
about thirty years of age: he is a handfome, 
chearful, a¢tive, man. Like a true Ameri- 
ean patriot, he perfuades himfelf, that no- 
where is any undertaking executed fo well, 
or with fo much ingenuity, as in America; 
that the {pirit, invention, and genius, of 
Europe, are in a ftate of decrepitude (thele 
are his words), whilft the genius of America, 
full of vigour, is arriving at perfection. 
Thefe opinions are not much to be won- 
dered at in Thomas Lea, who is merely a 
, good 
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good miller; they ought rather to excite ' 


pleafure as the ebullitions of a patriotic en- 
thufiafm, the indulgence of which is not 
likely to be prejudicial to him, as it does 
not prevent him from adopting all the good 
inventions of Europe, by which he may im- 
prove his mil]. The fame error, however, 
is difcoverable in almoft all the Americans— 
in legiflators and magiftrates, in whom it is 
more baneful —as well as in millers. 
Thomas Lea is a moft candid and oblig« 
ing man 3 he anfwered all my queftions with 
great politenefs, and voluntarily jnvparted 
much information, for which I could not. 
have taken the liberty to afk. He is in: 
_ partnerfhip with his father-in-law: their 
mill is. not employed for the public, but 
folely in their own private fervice. It is 
called a flour manufactory. They purchafe 
their corn in Virginia, Maryland, and in the 
{tate of New-York, which is brought from 
thence in two of their own {hips ; they con- 
vert it into flour; and the fame floops carry 
it back again to Philadelphia, where it is 
fold for exportation. They grind about one 
hundred thoufand buthels of corn yearly. 
Vor, JI, Kk The 
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The whole labour of the mull is performed 
by fix men only ; whofe chief employment is 
to place the flour in barrels :, their wages are 
from, fix to eight dollars per month, with 
wafhing, board, and. clothing, ‘There. are, 
befides, twenty-four men..employed by this 
manufactory: for. working the veffels, and 
making the barrels. ‘The coopers work by 
the piece; they can earn.a dollar per day, 
but board and clothe themfelves. . TaTwaLL 
does not employ any negroes, as they do not 
work with the whites; but are flow, and 
bad workmen. The laws: of the ftate of 
Delaware permit flavery, but the quakers, 
as is well known, do not make ufe of the 
permiffion. 

Almoft all the labourers employed in 
thefe mills are foreigners, the greateft part 
of whom are Englifh or Irith. The millers 
complain of their drunkennefs and indo- 


lence, and would prefer Frenchmen as more 
induftrious and fober, if they could be pro- 
cured ; which they very much ‘defire. The ~ 
corn trade is in a more flourifhing ftate at 
prefent than it has ever been; at leaft wheat 
fetches a higher price, The common price 
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of a buthel of wheat, in time of peace, is 
feven fhillings. In January’ 795) vit rofe 
from ten-to ten and. fix pence, and during 
the eighteen fucceeding months, even as 
high as thirteen or:fourteen fhillines.:: It has 
fince ‘fallen, but to ‘nothing’ néar its: former 
level. The pbuthel weighs 'fixty pounds. 
Five bufhels vieldvatbarreliof fine flour, con- 
taining a hundred and ninety-fix pounds,: be- 
fides three’ other inferior forts! of meal. -“Ehe 
price of: the fineft flour’ is eight dollars. and a 
half ; of the fecond quality, eight dollars ; of 
the third, feven dollars; and of. the fourth, 
five dollars.. ‘The bran is fold’ at-one eighth 
of a dollar per buthel, containing thirty-five 
pounds: it is'fent to Philadelphia. 

The following is a ftatement of the pro- 
duce: of one hundred buthels: of wheat as 
given me by ‘Thomas Lea nineteen bare 
rels of fine flour ;. two barrels of flour of the 
fecond quality.; three barrels of. the third 

quality; and thirty buthels of bran. Total ; 
‘hve thoufand smine hundred and ten pounds’: 
wafte ninety pounds. - | 

The wheat:-of the eaftern part of Mary- 
land produces’ the finett flour, on.account of 
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the goodnefs of the foil and the quicknefs of 
its growth: but this flour is not fo heavy 4s 
that of other parts; that of New-York for 
inftance, though inferior in quality, is good, 
and is heavier, becaufe the grain is longer in 
ripening. The corn of the province of De- 
laware is nearly of the fame quality as that 
of Maryland, Large quantities of Indian 
corn are likewife ground in thefe mills, of 
which they make bread and cakes: in feveral 
parts of the United States they ufe no other 
fort of bread; in fome parts it 1s even pre- 
ferred without any motives of ceconomy, as 
it is efteemed by the faculty as the mott 
| wholefome. 
It is ufed to fatten poultry and cattle, and 
is exported in great quantities to the Welt- 
Indies. As this grain contains more moif 
ture than other bread corn, it is dried in @ 
kiln before it is fent to the mill. A bufhel 
cofts at prefent five fhillings ; it weighs fifty 
he fix pounds, and produces fifty-four pounds of 
flour. The procefs of bolting feparates the 
fine from the inferior fort of maize-flour, 
but the latter is reground and mixed with 


the other. Qne third ofa barrel fells for 
thre¢ 
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three dollars. The bran, which is in very | 
{mall quantities, is not taken from the flour, 
This information I received from the worthy 
Thomas Lea. There are eleven other mills 
near his; four of them are very large, the 
others much fmaller. The ice in this river 
fometimes ftops the mills for two months, 
at other times only three weeks, according 
to the feverity of the winter, At this time 
the millers fettle their yearly accounts ; which 
is eafily done, as wherever their factors buy 
their corn they pay for it in ready money, 
and wherever they ‘fell their flour they are 
paid for it on delivery by a bill at fixty or 
ninety days fight, which they immediately 
difcount with the bank. During this period 
they employ no labourers, whofe pay whilft 
in employ is fo high that they experience 
no difficulty in fupporting themfelves during 
its fufpenfion; in general, after a few years’ 
fervice, they are enabled to purchafe lands in 
the newly-inhabited parts of the country, 

Another miller, who is likewife a quaker, \ 
and who has as large a mill as Mr, ‘Tatnall, f 
has eftablifhed, about.a year fince, a manu- | 
fagtosy for printing linens ; the tybs, prefles, 

| Kk 3 eC. 
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# &ce, of which are worked by the machinery 
of a mill.. This manufaétory, though fo lately 


f eftablifhed, employs from twelve to fifteen 
hands at the laths, befides about a dozen 
young girls, who work at home to fill up 
thofe parts of the pattern with a bruth which 
have efcaped in the printing, or which can 
not be otherwife finifhed, Almoft all the 
workmen are Englifh or Irith; their wages 
are a dollar a day, without any provifiony 
The work ‘appeared to be well done: almoft 
all the linens which they print are brought 
from India, and are refold to the merchants 
of Philadelphia. 
| A cotton manufactory is now eftablifhing 
| at Wilmington. The implements and 
workmen are already’ provided ; the whole ® 
of the machinery for carding, fpinning, &e. 
is conftructed on Arkwright’s plan. This 
eftablifhment: is carried on by one of the 
richeft men in the town. - The number of 
workmen is at prefent only fifteen, but fifty 
more are expected : ‘they are all Englifhmen. 
The implements appear to be very well 


eee made. 
I likewife’ -vifited the manvfaétory — for 
making 
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making ddting filk. The labourers are Irifh- 
men ; as well'as the proprietor. “This manu- 
| fa€tory employs at prefent only three work- 
mien: the filks are made to fuit the different 
qualities of flour. | 

Though this manufactory has only been 
eftablifhe] a year, it is a profitable concern; 
and whea more extenfively known it will 
be much more fo, as thefe filks are cheap- 
er than thofe fent from Holland, and laft 
longer, as thofe millers who ufe them have 
experieticed, In a country like America 
where there are fo many mills, the advan- 
tages of thefe bolters muft be very great ; in 
faét, aloft all the millers ufe them in pre- 
ference t linen cloths for bolung, as weil as 
Thomas Lea. ‘They are fo ufeful, that an 
act-of pa liament has been made in England, 
to perm: the importation of them into that 
country. The filk is brought from Georgia: 
if the Anericans would plant mulberry trees, 
and raife filk-worms, this fpecies of manu- 
facture would be a fource of great riches to 
the country ™, 


MR. 


* It is doubtful whether the rearing of filk-worms can 
Re profitabk to America for fome time to come, for reafons 
Kk 4 | which 
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MR. GILPIN’S PAPER-MILL. 


{ have faid that Brandywine-creek, in its 
fhort courfe of feven or eight miles through 
the ftate of Delaware, turns about fixty 
mills of different forts. Among thefe I have 
vifited the paper-mill of Mr,’ Gilpin, a re- 
{pectable merchant at Philadelphia, and with 
whom I am intimately acquainted. This 
mill is fituated at the diftance of two miles 
and a half from Wilmington, on a truly ro 
mantic fpot ; for the word romantic appears 
to me to convey the beft idea of a view rather 
gloomy, wild and uncultivated, yet pleafing. 

| Such is the fituation of this mill, and efpe- 
cially of the proprietor’s refidence. The 

creck at this place pailes between two very 

high mountains, almoft covered with wood, 

and although fo much pent up, turns a great, 

number of wheels without any noife: its 

breadth is about fixty fathoms. Its courfe 1s 


which the author himfelf has mentioned on many other 

occafions: fuch a procefs requires much manual labour, 

ye and too many hands for a country where the population i 
Bet {wall, and labour confequently dear—Tranflator. 

| ~~ © © impeded 
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impeded by a great number of rocks, few of 
which appear above the furface. » Parts. of 
the mountains are alfo covered with rocks, 
which fpring up amidft the wood. Thefe 
rocks are of the fame nature as thofe which 
are feen throughout the country, particularly 
about Chefter: they are formed of a ftone 
like that found in the foreft of Fontainbleaus 
Some acres of land about the houfe are 
cleared, and laid out in meadows. The 
houfe is fituated fufficiently high to ¢com- 
mand a view of the creek of Brandywine for 
five hundred fathoms, when it is loft among 
the trees, and is again vifible at the diftance 
of three miles, where it joins the river 
Chriftiana, which empties itfelf immediately 
into the Delaware. This view, which 1s 
wild and rugged in fome parts, contrafted 
with a pleafing foftnefs in others, muft be 
till more pleafing in fummer: it is, how- 
ever, inferior to thote that are to be: feen in 
the Vofges; to fay nothing of thofe of the 
Alps. | 
The paper-mill is below the houfe, 
There are two warehoufes adjoming, where 
many labourers are conftantly employed. 
wt ee | | The 
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The rags are pounded ‘by vertical ‘wheels, 
the ‘bands of which’ are abot fix inches 
wide, armed with fharp blades of iron; which 
drive the rags againfl fix other blades, placed 
lengthways at the bottom of the great vat in 
which the wheel turns. «I have deferibed 
thus much of the proces; as it is performed 
in another manner both in France and Hol. 


—. 


land. ©The other parts are performed nearly 

in the fame manner as in thofe countries, 

but*the manufactory is not yet brought to an 

equal perfection.. The rags are not brought 

: to the mill as in France, by people who col- 
lect them in the neighbourhood, as.the {mall 

population of America will not admit of fuch 

! induftry. They are bought up by agents in 
the moft populous towns, as far as three 

hundred miles diftant, and are fent by water 

to Wilmington ;. from whence they are 

brought in carts to the mill, as Brandywine- 

creek ceafes to be navigable above the bridge 

which leads to Wilmington. The confump- 

tion of rags in Mr. .Gilpin’s mill is one 

hundred thoufand pounds weight a year, 

which makes one thoufand reams of dif- 

ys _ ferent forts of paper. . The price of rags is 
; from 
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from three to nine dollars. the. hundred 
weight, according to the quality; the ave- 
rage price is about four dollars and a third. 
The rags are divided into nine different forts 
at the manufaétory, of which are made 
various papers, from vellum to coarfe brown. 
"The velium letter-paper is fold for four dol- 
lars a reamy-it is neither fo. white nor fo 
well moulded as the fine European vellum 
paper; it is, however, a beautiful and good 
paper. 

The large paper for merchants’ account 
books, though not vellum, {ells as high as 
thirteen dollars a ream. Mr, Gilpin’s part- 
ner, Mr, Gfin, who was fo polite as to fhow 
me the manufactory, is an Irthman, and 
{uperintends the bufinefs himielf, being well 
acquainted with the whole procefs., The 
mill employs conftantly twenty-fix or 
twenty-feven hands, Seven, of the beft 
workmen are employed at the vat; and the 
mould; their pay is from four to feven dol- 
larsa week. ‘They are all Irifhmen. ‘The 
other inferior workmen earn three dollars, 
and the women one dollar, a week. WNot- 
withftanding there are five other paper mills 

11} 


~ : 


OOS TRAVELS THROUGH 


———_ — 


— 


in the flate of Delaware, and from eighty 
to ninety in the province of Pennfylyania 3 
yet Mr. Gifin affured me there was not much 
difficulty in procuring workmen; ‘though an 
Irifhman himfelf, he complains as much of 
a want of fobriety in his countrymen as the 
millers of Brandywine. - This manufadtory 
is, no doubt, very lucrative, as Mr. Gilpin 
intends to build a new paper-mill about 
three hundred fathoms below the other, 
‘The paper manufactured here is fent in great 
quantitics to Philadelphia, and retailed to 
the merchants there. The fmall mills diG 
pofe of their paper in another manner; they 
fend it to Philadelphia in carts, and fell it 
| about the ftreets in quires or reams, 


——— i... 


DOCTOR WARTON, AND HIS FARM. 


' From the mill I croffed the river and the 

woods to dine with Doétor Warton, who 

refides about a mile from Wilmington, on 

the road to Philadelphia. The moft com: 

mon trees in thefe woods are the oak, the 

chefnut, and the hiccory. ‘Cedars known in 

: Europe by the name of Virginian are like- 
7 : wile 
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wife found in’ abundance ; alfo Scotch pine 
trees, Lord’s pines, and firs, ‘The cedar 
wood is commonly uféd for fupporters to 
the rails with which’ the fields are enclofed. 
The houfes are alfo covered with planks of 
cedar. Doétor Warton, who was educated 
with the jefuits of St. Omer in France, but 
has fince become a minifter of the Englith 
church; is ‘a very worthy man. He {pent 
fome years in England, from whence he 
brought much acricultural knowledge, with 
a {mall mixture of prejudice. He ipeaks 


French, he is very obliging, and 1s much 


5? 

efteemed by his neighbours. He occupies a 
farm, which he has taken for fifteen years, 
ten of which are unexpired. 

There were eight of us at dinner: every 
thing which we Hea was the produce of his 
own farm; even the table cloth, which was 
fabricated of the flax grown on his own 
erounds, and the table, eines was made of 
a very beautiful wood, cut on his own eftate, 
as f{mooth and as finely veined as mahogany. 
I obtained’ the greater part of my ‘agricul- 
tural information of this country from Doétér 
Warton. He rents a farm off one hundred 


and 
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and-fifty acres: at two hundred and ten dof. 
Jars; he lets off fifty. acres at one hundred 
and thirty dollars, and thus retains the reft 


— 


himfélf- at eighty*dollars. He informed me 
that he had gained. this year feven hundred 
and“forty-fix dollars, including thofe articles 
which. he had .ufed, and which he mutt 
otherwife have bought. He has four oxen, 
whieh are fufficient-for the whole: work of 
the farm. .- He-has alfo eight cows, and two 
horfes for. his carriage. Three negroes are 
conftantly employed in his farm and ftables, 
He-does not. hire additional- labourers above 
twenty-five days in the years He: has four 
negrefles, two of whom are employed in the 
houfe, the other ‘two {pin, make linen‘ and 
cloth, and work in the field when it isne- 
ceflary. The negroes and negrefies eat 
bread made of Indian corn; at noon they 
are allowed fome meat; but on the whole 
receive lefs nourifhment than would be re- 
quifite for white. people in this country ; and 
are therefore’ maintained much cheaper. 
The doctor fays that he is as’ well fatisfied 
With their work as he could be with that of 
the whites which are to be found here, He 
| dungs 
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dungs his lands tolerably well with about two’ 
hundred. {mall cart loads of dung obtained 
yearly from his own ‘cattle. He diings ‘his 
grounds in gen¢ral before’ lie! fows' maize 5 
which he fows in trenches eight feet: diftant 
one way, and one foot.the other, contrary to 
the general practice of the:country.' He'alfo 
turns up the larger intervals with the plough, 
and the fmaller with the hoe : >the» latter 
work is done by the: megrefles.:>: He fre- 
quently fows maize two” following years = 
after the maize, corn, and clover after the 
corn, in the {fpring. ‘The clover remaims for 
two, three, or even four, years : after clover 
he fows maize again, and fo on im fucs 
ceflion. © This is his general:prattice, though 
it is fometimes varied. 

“The neighbouring farmers do not follow 
as regular a fyftem: as Doé¢tor Warton, the 
{carcity of labourers beuig a great -obftacle 
to the eftablifhment of a good fyitem ofiagri- 
culture in this country, where its true prin- 
ciples are unknown... The farms are in ge- 
neral {mall and ill-cultivated; they receive 
little or no manure, and are in every refpect 
badly managed, Some Englith farmers have 
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recently fettled in this neighbourhood, and 
have taken farms upon long leafes, They 
will doubtleis make confiderable improves 
ments in agriculture. Within thefe two 
years feveral. perfons have colleéted the 
weeds from the creeks which flow through 
their land, have mixed them with dung, 
and thus make a manure, which, though 
they do not allow it fufficient time to rot 
before they ufe it, confiderably improves the 
Jand. ‘Turnips, carrots, and cabbages, are 
grown only in gardens, merely for the 
kitchen. * 1 
Doctor Warton, who underftands the cul- 
tivation and management of maize, prefers 
; it to the above articles, as a more certain 
produce ; the leaves, green or dry, are fodder 
for the cattle, and the corn when ground 
into flour is, he fays, more fattening than 
any other food. This opinion, however, 1s 
not founded upon experience and compati+ 
fon, but rather appears to be the offspring of 
@ prejudice for a particular fyftem of agri- 
culture, and the natural indolence of a man 
ill-difpofed to alterations. I conceive it is 
very ealy to prove, thata more fkilful fyftem 
would 
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would yield more dung, and would-be more 
productive, without any additional labour. 

Eight hundred ‘perches. fquare. of maize 
produce. a ton) weight. of leaves,. and. two 
ton:of tops.. Every, hundred perches fquare, 
not dunged, yields from twelve to eighteen. 
buthels of grain; if well dunged, it’ yields 
thirty-five : I {peak of this part of the.country, 
and of thofe farms which are’ generally cul- 
tivated in this. manner, efpecially. that of 
Doétor Warton. He plants. potatoes’ be- 
tween the rows of maize, and, gathers by 
this means two hundred bufhels; they are 
ulually fold at three fhillings and) fix pence 
per bufhel, but this. year fetched from fiye 
fhillings to five fhillings and fix pence.‘ He 
fattens yearly from ten to twelve oxen for 
fale. As he brews his own beer, makes his 
own cider, and manufactures his own linen, 
one part of his farm is fown with flax, others 
are planted with hops, and others with apple 
trees. mace 

Such is the cuftom of the country, and fo 
much do the farmers pride themfelves upon 
its prefervation, that they will not. purchafe 


any thing for the ufe of their families, which 
Vor. III. L | they 
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they can make themfelves. Pride is the beft 
colour which they can give to the impof- 
fibility of dome otherwife ; on any other 
cround the fpeculation is a bad one, as by 
multiplying in this manner their planta- 
tions, and the labours of the houfehold, the 
divided profits are confequently fmaller, and 
their average lefs advantageous. ‘Time will 
rectify this prejudice. | 

The fheep of this "country produce good 
wool, fine and fhort, but the fleece feldom 
weighs more than three pounds : it is wortha 
dollarand a half. The fheep have long legs, 
and very large bones. The breed might be 
much improved by a little attention, of which 
it is well deferving. 

Some proprietors, who do not tenant their 
own farms, let them for a fhare of the pro-- 
duce. ©The ufual method is to let them for. 
half the profits, if the farmer and proprietor 
furnifh jointly the cattle and feed; or for a 
third, if no ftock is advanced. This pro- 
portion fometimes varies according to the 
value of the ground, or the addrefs of the. 
proprietor or farmer. — Doctor Warton ob- 


ferved, that at Wilmington any man, who 
knows 
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knows how to purchafe, might make fix per 
cent in cafh of his capital, by letting his lands 
as foon as he buys them. . The cattle are 
very foon fattened with the maize flour; 
from’ eight to ten bufhels are fufficient to 
fatten anox. Ifawa pre at one of the mills 
on the Brandywine, which the miller affured 
me was of an ordinary breed, and which 
was fed entirely upon maize, that weighed 
feven hundred weight. 

The land near the Delaware = {ts of 
rich meadows, with a good foil to the depth 
of thirty feet; it lets as high as fix dollars 
and a half per acre, and fells as high as one 
hundred and fixty dollars per acre. 

The hay is depofited in barns..'Thé far- 
mers are ignorant of the method of making 
{tacks, they therefore {ay that the rain pene- 
trates them and fpoils thé hay ; though lefg 
rain falls here, even including the fae: than 
in any part of England. Some farmers, 
however, heap up their crops into very im- 
perfect ftacks, by which means they are 
certainly often {poiled. Such is the fubftance 
of the information which I obtained from 
Doétor Warton. The details which I. have 
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entered into relative to the ftate of manufac- 
ture and agriculture are not interefting of 
themfelves to an European, yet, confidering 
them as connected with the ftate of popula- 
tion, civilization, and all the other circum- 
ftances of this. country,, and as affording a 
comparifon with. the old world,. they pofiibly 
will not be found uninterefting. 


BRANDY WINE-RIVER, AND WIL- 
MiINGTON. 


1 have already noticed Brandywine; its 
fituation is delightful. There are about: 
fifty houfes. built near the river, which ruthes 
rapidiy over large fragments of rock; and 
fwelling into many channels-turns mills of all 
defcriptions in every diredtion.. The banks, 
of ‘this river, both above and_ below ‘the 
village, chiefly laid out in meadows, and: 
covered with cattle; a bridge, over which 
travellers are conftantly pafling; the con 
tinual buftle. of the manufaétories, with 
houfes of various forms and materials, built on 
different parts of two hills, which bound the 
river ;—render this view extremely pleafant. 


The: 
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The port. of Wilmington is upon the 
Chriftiana: there are three or ‘four veflels 
built there every year, either for fale or 
for the trade that is carried on there, which 
employs twelve or thirteen fhips of various : 
fizes. . This port is two miles from the De- 
Jaware. Several floops are conitantly em- 
ployed in the coafting trade carried on with 
Philadelphia. 

Wilmington market is fupplied with pro- 
vifions from the neighbourhood. It is held 
twjee a-week; it is lefs than that at Philadel- 

sphia, which it refembles in its market-place, 
in the mature of its regulations, and in the 
{pecies of provifions fold there. Every ne- . 
ceffary is to be procured there, and no-where 
elfe in this part of the country. 

Freedom of religion is as unreftrained in 
the ftate of Delaware as in that of Penntyl- 
vania. .The expences of public worfhip are 
paid by thofe who approve it. The letting 
of pews is one principal fource of the church 
revenue, and, with fome donations of land by 
andividuals, is fufficient to defray all ex- 
pences, including the minifter’s falary. The 


prefbyterians are the moft numerous fedt; 
| L132 and 
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and next to them, the quakers: the wifdom 
of the latter, who being the richeft have the 
moft influence, oppofed the eftablifhment of 
a democratic fociety at Wilmington. There 
is one, however, at Newcaftle, chiefly com- 
pofed of the inhabitants of Wilmington. 
This town is at prefent the afylum of about 
forty families from the colonies of St. Do- 
mingo, moft of whom have faved fomething 
from the wreck of their fortunes, but whom 
misfortune has not inftructed either in polities 
or domeftic ceconomy. On their arrival a 
fubfcription was opened for the moft needy of 
them, anda confiderable fum was raifed, 
when it was difcovered by the complaints of 
thofe whofe diftreffes entitled them to relief, 
that fome men known to be in good circum- 
{tances had applied for a fhare. The eyes of 
the fubfcribers being thus’ opened, the fub- 
{cription was ftopped and the French name 
difgraced.. General Dixrson, a rich inha- 
bitant of Wilmington, formerly governor of 
Pennfylvania, depofited four hundred dollars 


with Mr. Thoufard, to be diftributed among 


the. moft needy of the fufferers. It could 


not have been placed in better hands ; note 
withftanding 
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withftanding which, jealoufy excited fome 
unjuft murmurs againft him, which though 

- treated with contempt by himfelf, have not 
failed to promote fome fcandal. Several of 
the St. Domingo families who have preferved 
large fortunes, think that Mr. Dikifon is not 
fufficiently generous; yet will not themfelves 
give one farthing to their diftrefled country- 
men. 

Among thofe who have efcaped the difafters 
of St. Domingo, there are fome, who, revolt- 
ing at the idea of receiving gratuitous aid, 
labour with great induftry to obtain a bare™ 
fabfiftence: but it muft be confefled, that 
almoft all thefe belong to Old France, and 
have not long fettled in the colony. The 
neceflaries of life are cheaper by two fifths 
at Wilmington than at Philadelphia: a fa- 
mily may live here very well upon eight 
hundred dollars a year... The plots of ground 
allotted for building houfes contain-nearly two 
acres; and let at from four to fix dollars a 
year. With a little dunging they will pro- 
duce forty hundred. weight of hay in two 
crops. The cows are turned in after the {e- 
cond crop till winter. In fummer they are 
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driven on the road-fidé to graze, and are 
fetched home twice a dav to be’ milked. 
The breed of cattle, although not fo fine as 
that of New-England, is good and large ; 
but rather too long in the body and legs: a 
little care would perfe& the breed, and ten- 
der the cattle of a fhape and fize proper for 
fattening. ‘The poor-houfe of Wilmington 


i... 


is built on an eminence; it is a very large 

and handfome. building: the poor of the 

county of Newcaftle only are received there ; 

who are extremely well treated. According 

to-a moderate calculation the number of 

| poor:conitantly maintained there amounts to 
| | fixty. The expences of the houfe are efti- 
ie ‘mated’ “at about fix thoufand ‘dollars; the 
expence of each. pauperis confequently one 
hundred dollars: upon one: half of which ~ 

fum he ‘might fupport himfelf. In’ almott 

every part of Eneland, as well as of America, 

the poor-houfes are an obje@ of pride and 

-oftentation to the people. They doubtless 

relieve the over{eers of the poor from much 

of that trouble which they would otherwile 

‘coat have in diftributing relief with juftice aiid 
: difcretion to the poor’ at their own homes. 
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Yet thefe eftablifhments by no means con- 
ftitute the beft method of aflifting the poor, 
whether they are confidered in a political or 
moral point of view ; or as they refpe& the 
principles of ceconomy or real benevolence, 

The boundaries of eftates in this {mall 
{tate are perhaps the fource of more law~furts 
than any-where elfe, as in the lands formerly 
given to the Penn family, and:to Jord Balti- 
more ; the boundaries are not precifely af- 
certained, nor are the deeds of gift clearly 
worded. 

Mr. Vining informed me, that his feat in 
Congrefs deprives him of at leaft. three 
thoufand dollars, which he might gain by - 
his profeffion as an advocate, notwithftand- 
ing he undertakes fome bufinefs even during 
the fitting of Congrefs, which the vicinity of 
Philadelphia enables him. to tranfaét with 
eafe. 


——— 


The advantageous fituation of the ftate of 
Delaware for commerce, agriculture, and 
manufactures, ought naturally to increafe 
its population. Half the ground howevér is 
not yet cleared: four-fifths of the county of 
Suffex, the moft fouthern of the three, remains 


yet 
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yet uncleared. The woods are certainly in 
fome places filled with water, but with little 
pains and expence nearly the whole of thefe 
erounds might be draimed, and -doubtlefs 
would be very productive ; as all thofe that 
have been drained yield great crops. The 
want of hands is an obftacle which prevents 
any attempts of this nature in this country 


of flavery ; and induces a number of pro- 


prictors of wvoods to believe that their ground 
is more profitable to them in its prefent ftate. 
They ftrip their woods to fupply Philadelphia; 
and-as there are in this {pot many pine-trees 
and cedars, they fell them at a large profit, 
efpecially as they have the advantage of con- 
veying them by water. Mr. Well, member 
of the legiflature, and proprietor of twenty 
thoufand acres of wood on the. borders of 
the county of Suffex, boafted in my prefence 
of the revenue arifing from his eftate, which 


is about five thoufand four hundred dollars 


a year. Of thefe twenty thoufand acres, 
only ten thoufand are planted~ with cedars. 
I demonftrated to him, that allowing all 


‘this profit ‘to arife entirely from the ten 


thoufand acres of cedars, even in that cafe, 
each 
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each acre is worth only half a dollar a year ; 
which is nearly the fame value to which the 
falt-tax, and the uncultivated ftate of the 
land, reduced feveral of the forefts of Lor- 
raine about ten years ago. He was ftruck 
with the calculation, which he could not con- 
tradiét ; but as his neighbours do not draw fo 
much wealth from their woods as he does 
from his, he is fatisfied with that difference. 
In every fenfe this fyftem is pernicious’; it 
deftroys the growth of the woods, and it 
would reduce this moderate income in the 
courfe of forty or fifty years to nothing, if it 
were not to be fuppofed, that before that 
period the population of the ftate will in- 
creafe, the proprietors grow wifer, and cul- 
tivation ‘in confequence become more general. 
Within thefe fifteen months a bank has 
been eftablifhed at Wilmington, and incor- 
porated by an act of the legiflature of the 
ftate. ‘The capital is two hundred thoufand 
dollars, in one thoufand fhares of two hundred 
dollars each. The legiflature has referved 
the power of adding two hundréd‘and fifty 
fhares more. } ‘This bank appears to be of no 
real utility, at leaft there is no apparent ne- 
ceflity 
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ceflity for it—except to the Brandywine mil. 


Jets—the flour-trade being the only branch 
of commerce that is carried on to any ex- 
tent in this ftate. It will, however, have 
the fame effeéts.as all the. {mall banks 
ef{tablifhed on the continent ;—it will increafe 
the means of {peculating ftock-jobbers and 
adventurers ; and will fooner or later, like 
moit others, prove pernicious to the caufe of 
morality, and deftructive to thofe whofe fpe- 
culations are at prefent aided by its difcounts 
and the paper-money which it iffues. The 
dividend on the two laft half years was fix 
per cent, that is to fay, twelve per cent per 
anntim: this was the firft dividend made. 


STATE OF DELAWARE, ITS CONSTITU- 
TION AND LAWS. 


The ftaté of Delaware is the fmalleft of 
all the United States, as its greateft length 
is Only ninety-two miles, and breadth from 
thirteen to thirty miles: it was, colonized in 
1628 by the Swedes, and formed part of - 
New-Sweden, which is now called New- 


Jerfey.. The Dutch took it in 1656. After 
it 
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it was conquered by the Duke of York, in 
1683, he fold to William Penn, founder of 
Pennfylvania, the town of Newcaftle, and 
twelve miles of the furrounding country. 
William Penn afterward added to this the 
country which extends as far as Cape Henlopen. 
It was then divided, as it is at prefent, into 
three counties ; Newcaftle, Kent, and Suffex; 
and became part of Pennfylvania. In 1701 
William Penn ceded them to Edward Ship- 
pen, Phineas Pembleton,. Samuel Carpenter, 
Griffiths Owen, Caleb Puifey, and Thomas Story, 
who of courfe became the proprietors : 
when, however, this part of the country, 
though under the governor of Pennfylvania, 
obtained the privilege of a feparate affembly, 
it took the name of the three counties of the 
Delaware. When the troubles in America 
broke out, the three counties of the Dela- 
ware feparated themfelves entirely from the 
ftate of Pennfylvania, and aflumed the name 
of the ftate of the Delaware. It was only 
in 1770 that the limits of the ftates of Dela- 
ware and Maryland were finally. fettled by 
the proprietors of the Delaware, and Lord 
ye Baltimore proprietor of Maryland; whofe 
determination 
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determination was not fanCtioned by an a& of 

legiflature till 1775. 
The new conttitution of the ftate of Dela- 

Ware was named in 1776, and revifed jp 


ie... 


1790. It divides the legiflative power be- 
tween two houtes of parliament. The houfe 
of reprefentatives is compofed of twenty-one 
members ; feven for each county ; who are 
elected annually. The qualifications necef- 
fary for a member are:—that he muft be 
twenty-four years of age, muft poflefs an in- 
dependent income, muft have refided in the 
{tate three years, and in the county for which 
he is elected, one year. The number of 
fenators is nine; three for each county : the 
fenators mutt be twenty-feven years old; in 
pofleffion of an independent income of two 
hundred acres, or a fortune known to amount 
to one thoufand pounds fterling, The fame 
conditions as to refidence are required of 
them as of the members of the houfe of re- 
prefentatives. The fenators are elected for 
three years; one of whom retires every year 
by rotation. ‘The qualifications of an elector 
are, a refidence of two years in the county, 


t and the payment of. taxes for at leaft fix 
a | . months. 
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months. Money-bills may be brought in to 
either houfe. A majority of two thirds of the 
reprefentatives may impeach any of the 
officers of the ftate, and a majority of two 
thirds of the fenate may in fuch cafes pros 
nounce judgment. The general aflembly 
have the power of increafing the number of 
reprefentatives and fenators, whenever two 
thirds of each houfe agree that it is neceflary ; 
but the number of fenators muft never be lefs 
than one-third of the reprefentatives, nor 
greater than one-half. 

The governor of the {tate is chofen by the 
fame electors, who choofe the fenate and 
houfe of reprefentatives. He is elected. for 
three years, and cannot be re-chofen until 
after the expiration of that term. He has 
the appointment of all officers excepting 
thofe of treafurer, fheriffs, and coroners, who 
are nominated by the aflembly.. He has 
the privilege of pardoning offences, except” 
where the fentence has-been pronounced in 
confequence of impeachment. He mutt be 
above thirty years of age; muft have refided 
-in the United States:more than twelve years 


and in that particular ftate more than: fix. 
He 
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He is afflifted in his government by. the 
{peaker of the fenate, or in his abfence by the 
{peaker of the houfe of reprefentatives, The 
judicial power is. compofed of a court of 
chancery, and feveral inferior tribunals. 

The judges are nominated by the go- 
vernor, and retain their places during good 
behaviour: they are fubject to impeachment, 
whenever two thirds of the houfe of repre= 
fentatives and two thirds of the fenate deem: 
it neceflary, agreeable to the forms already 
noticed. In cafes where there is not fufi- 
cient grounds for, an impeachment, the go- 
vernor may difplace them on the reprefenta- 
tion of two thirds of each houfe. The juttices 
of the peace are appointed by. the governor 
for feven years. The legiflative affembly in 
the ftate of the Delaware vote for the 
election of prefident and vice-prefident of 
the United States, 

The population ofthe ftate of Delaware 
was eftimated in the year 1790 at only fifty 
thoufand and ninety-four inhabitants, ot 
which number eight thoufand eight hundred 
arnt and eighty-feven were flaves; and in con- 
eat fequence the ftate fends but one member to 
Se the 
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the Congref$, of the. United. States. There 
is uo doubt but at the next numeration there 
will be more than a fufficient. number of in- 
habitants to entitle it to fend two members 
to Congrefs. 

The militia. of the ftate is: formed of one 
brigade from each county: each brigade is 
compofed of three regiments. The Prefby- 
terians are the moft numerous andypowerful 
fe& in the ftate: they have twenty-four 
churches. The Epifcopalians have fourteen ; 
the Anabaptifts feven : befides which, there 
are a great number of Quakers and Me- 
thodifts. throughout the country, efpecially in 
the counties of Kent and Suficx.. The ex- 
ports of the ftate of Delaware amounted in 
1791 to the fum of one hundred and ninety 
thoufand eight hundred. and feventy-eight 
dollars—in 1792, to one hundred and thirty- 
three thoufand nine hundred and feventy- 
two—in 1793, to ninety-three thoufand five 
hundred and fifty-nine—in 1794, to two 
hundred and feven thoufand nine hundred 
and eighty-five—in. 1795, to ome hundred 
and fifty-eight thoufand and forty-one—and 
in 1796, to two hundred and one thoufand 
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one hundred and forty-two’ dollars. | ‘The 
commerce ef the ftate of Delaware is chiefly 
in corn and wo6d. ‘The only cuftom-houfe 
in this diftri@ is at Wilmington. The greatett 
part of the flour made there is bought by the 
merchants of Philadelphia, for exportation, 
The taxes in the ftate of Delaware have 
hitherto been rather improperly levied. The 
total amount of the fum  neeeffary for the 
exigencies of the ftate ‘was divided into 
twenty-one parts: the county of Newcaftle 
paid eight ; Kent, feven ; and Suffex, fix) The 
counties are. divided into hundreds, Each 
towntfhip eleéted annually a ‘colle@or; who 
being furnithed with a lift of’ perfons liable 
to be taxed,’ affefled them according to thé — 
vague eftimation of their incomes, without 
paying any regard to the nature of fuch in- 
comes. Uncleared land, perfons under the 
age of twenty-one, thofe who had juft finithed 
an apprenticethip, and flaves’ who had juft 
obtained their freedom were exempted from 
taxes. Poor people having miany children 
were taxed in a {maller proportion ; but theit 
incomes were always eftimated at twenty 


dollars. Bachelors, whether they had or had 
a ; : 7 not 
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not any known property, were taxed as hav- 
ing an income from twenty-four to forty~ 
eight dollars. A court of appeal, eleéted fot’ 
three years, one-third of which was changed 
every year, decided upon the complaints of 
fuch as thought themfelves furcharged. The 
commiffioners who compofed this court re- 
ceived a dollar and one third for every day 
on which they were employed. The col- 
leétors received feven and a half per cent on 
the fum colleéted. As the amount of all the 
{tate taxes for the counties and hundreds of 
the {tate of Delaware did not exceed one or 
two per cent on the fortunes of each indivi- 
dual, no body murmured; but this mode of 
affeffment was not the lefs difgraceful to a 
free country, for it was arbitrary, 

During the laft feffions the affembly at- 
tempted to wipe away this ftain : ‘it was ac- 
cordingly decreed, “ that in future the affe(s 
fors fhould make out a ftatement of all the 

taxable property in each hundred; that the 
capital arifing from land fhould be eftimated 

at one hundred pounds value for every eight ~ 
pounds of rent; that the capital arifing from 
M m 2 houfes 
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houfes or eftates in towns or villages fhould 
be eftimated at one hundred pounds for every 
twelve pounds of rent; and that the’ rents 
both in town and ‘country fhould be taken at 
their real value : “nor 
“© That flaves of both fexés, from the age 
of eight to fourteen years, thould bé valued 
at from twelve to fourteen. pounds} and 
male flaves from the age of fourteen to 
thirty-fix at from fifteen to thirty-five pounds : 
«© That flaves under eight years of age, 
male flaves above forty-five, and. females 
above thirty-fix, fhould be taxed in lefler pro- 
portions ; but the male flaves whoare artifans 
always in proportion to the value of theit 
labour : ) rittente 
« And, that plate fhould be eftimated at. 
eicht fhillings and fix pence per ounce; and 
laftly, that all other perfonal property not 
exprefsly exempted from taxation, fhould be 
affeffed in proportion: to: its value in. ready 
money, * according to the opinion of the 
affeffors.”’ > neti ee 
This new modé. of taxation, which fixes 


- the principles on which the affefiment is to 


be 
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be. made, itill leaves tog much to the difcre- 
tion of the affeffors: it is not yet carried into 
effect. . 

~The annual amount of the saxes varies 
very little in. the ftate of Delaware; it 
averages from thirteen to fifteen thoufand 
dollars. The ftate has no furplus treafure, 
but is free from debt, 

On the .general divifion of the expences 
of the war, made by the commifflioners of 
which I have fo often fpoken, the ftate of 
Delaware was indebted to the United States 
fix hundred and twelve. thoufand. four 
hundred and twenty-eight dollars, This fum 
is much more than they are willing or able to 
pay ; in fact, this {pecies of debt.wall never be 
paid by anyof the {tates upon ywhigh it hag 
been impofed. The {mall extent of the ftate 
of Delaware entirely prevents jt frqgm en- 

-darging its refources ;.and it .has already been 
propoted by the fenate to unite it to. a part of 
the ftate of Maryland on the eaft of the Che- 
fapeak, This propofitien; which has nat yet 
been agreed to..by the houfe of reprefenta- 
tives, will no doubt be objected. to. by the 
{tate of Maryland, which wall not. willingly 

Mom 3 difmember 
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difmember itfelf to add tothe ftability of the 
{fate of Delaware ; whilft on the other hand, 
the latter would not be defirous of finking 
entirely into the ftaté of Maryland. This 
meafure would alfo meet | {ome oppofition 
from the fmaller ftates, who ‘at prefent are 
compentated for the inferiority of the number 
of their members in the houfe of reprefenta- 


i... 


tives by the equal number of reprefentatives 
they fend to congtefs, of which has sors) 
tion this meafure would deprive them. © * | 

A motion was’ made in the legiflative 
affembly this year, to declare all the children 
of flaves born after this period free, afd to 
give freedom to all flaves now under the age 
of twenty-eight, when they attain that age 5 
and that ait: above that age fhould remain 
flaves for life. The motion was carried in 
the houfe of reprefentatives, but as the ma- 
jority of the people of the country evinced 
great difapprobation of the meafure, it is Xe 
pected that it will be thrown out next year 
by the fenate ; and that flavery, which every 
one condemns here, will remain precifely as 
it is, even “without ” any pee a to- 
‘Wards its gradual abolition. ; 


The 
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“The fmallnefs of the ftate, its vicinity to 
Philadelphia, its fituation on the edge of the 
bay,-or the river Delaware, affords thie negroes 
very eafy means of running away from their 
mafters; which Iam told they very frequent- a 
ly do. 

The laws relative to flaves -are very ‘hu- 
mane in the ftate ‘of Delaware. Every 
mafter who wfes his’ flaves cruelly is fined,’ 
and the murder ‘of a negro is punifhed with 
death. If a white ‘man ftrike a ‘negro, who 
is not his flave, the mafter of that négro may” 
bring the offender to juftice, and punifh him 
by a fine. ! ‘Till within. thefe-two-years the~ 
flaves were, for -all offences, tried: by two 
juftices of the peace and fix freeholders ; they 
are at prefent tried’ by the ordinary” judges, 
atid by a jury if the offence is capital. ' They’ 
are in every other ‘réfpect well treated, and 
well fed. © The price of a good-negro is two 
hundred and feventy dollars, » | 

The criminal law is that of England, with: 
a-very few ‘alterations. 

~The feat of “government is at prefent at 


Dover, the ido central town of the {mall 
Mm 4 {tate 
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4 ftate of Delaware; until 1794, it was at 
Wilmington. 
A colleétion of the laws, of the hie of 
Delaware is now printing; this is the more 
neceflary, as there are many ufeful laws, 
which have never appeared in print. The 
Englith during the war plundered the town- 
houfes of this ftate, as well.as every other; 
and fent the original records tothe governor- 
general at New-York. . After the war it was 
agreed that they fhould be returned; but many. 
of them were previoufly deftroyed. 


ROAD TO NEWCASTLE; AND NEW- 
CASTLE. . 


Half a mile from Wilmington, you crofs 
the Chriftiana. in a very. fmall. ferry-boat, 
which, however, carries over feveral ftages 
every day... The two fore-horfes are taken 
off and placed behind, which fills the whole 
boat, the fides of which are not fix inches 
high. Every thing in this country difplays 
great want of fore-fight; {tages and ferry- 
boats, as well as Cpnteh are <eaiiies for the 

moment. 
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moment. A. prudent man forefees many 
dangers, which the inhabitants of thiseountry 
are prevented by habit.and careleffnefs from 
feeing. Whenever, therefore, an accident 
happens, nobedy is prepared for its every 
one js agitated and alarmed, but no remedy 
is applied. 
The country on this. fide of Newcaftle is 
a continued flat ; it is, ;however, better cul- 
tivated than that on the other fidesof Wil- 
mington, The foil appears to be light. “The 
land is Jaid out in meadows, a few! corn 
fields, and feveral fields of maize, which: are 
all enclofed: there is very Jittle wood Jand, 
and very. few good trees... The houfes-are 
rather better than the land; fome-of them 
are very handfome. Neweaftle is compofed 
of feventy houfes, fome of which are of brick, 
and are built adjacent te each other: the 
wide ftreets and the graf plots give it the 
appearance of an Englifh village, Being the 
county town, it Contains the feffions-houfe 
and the prifon.. The town is built on the 
Delaware ; it does not, however, .carty.on 
any directyforeign trade, but confines uttelf to 
the coafting trade wath Philadelphia. “ 
| Newcaitle, 
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Newcaftle, when*in the poffeffion of the 
Swedes, was called New-Stockholm, When 
the Dutch conquered it, they called it New. 
Amfterdam ; end when. the’ Duke of York 
took poffeffion of it he gave it the name 
which it has fince retained. It is the olde 
city of this ftate. 

A fund having been raifed by way of lot- 
‘tery, fanétioned by the ftate, for the purpofe 
of building quays at Neweaftle, that place 
now init fhelter: to veffels in the winter, 
and begins to rife from the ftate of decay into 
which it-had funk. 

Oak is fold at: Newcaftle for five dollars 
a cord, and ‘hiccory for nearly feven dollars. 
The population of the county of Newcattle 
amounts ‘to’ atout eighteen thoufand free 
people, and three thoufand flaves. “The fre- 
quent: communication between Philadelphia 
and Baltimore, and the great traffic between 
the two cities, have occafioned the eftablith- 
ment of a more {peedy means of conveyance 
of goods and paflengers, than by the sis 
| fand and water carriage. 

Fourfmall flops’ conftantly faite and 
wens from Newcaftle and Philadelphia.’ ‘Regular 
figcws ¥ {tages 
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{tages convey the pafflengers to French-Town, 
on the Elk-River, abouttwelve miles diftant 
from Newcaftle: Goods are carried there 
in carts. Other floops fail down the Elk- 
River, which empties-itelf into-the Chefa- 
peak, eighteen miles fiom French-Town, 
from. whence. they_ proceed to Baltimore. 
The expence of the patlace from Philadelphia 
to Newcaftle: is three gaarters of a dollar, 
three quarters of a. dolar by the {tage to 
French-Town, and one dollar and a, quarter 
from. French-Town. to’ Baltimore, ’: This 
route, is impaflable durirg, the three or four 
winter months, at which time the river De- 
laware is generally frozen, 

». Newcaftle is the true poift from which 
all the Philadelphian fhips, take theitdepar- 
ture. When.they are lalen, they drop down 
thither with their pilot, and take =in.théir 
poultry and vegetables, where the -captains 
who remain, at Philadelbhia to fettle their 
accounts at the cuftom-ioufe join them by 
land, and: from wherice they fail with the 
frit fair wind... 
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ROAD TO WARWICK.—THE RED LION. 
~-MIDDLETON. 3 


All the country is extremely flat until you 
arrive-at the Red Lion, an inn much fre- 
quented by {tages and travellers.” The fields 
até very extenfive : fome wheat is fown here, 
which is beginning to fhoot ; but'the general 
produce is maize: there are fomé'meadows 
fown with clover, and a mall hare of 
timothy-grafs. A few quickfet hedges are 
here and there to be feen, but they merely 
evince to an European: the poffibility of thus 
enclofing the fields in this country, Such is 
the manner in which they are ‘here planted 
and kept, that they ferve merely to relieve 
the eye, fatigued with the gloomy enclo- 
fures of dead wood. ‘They feldom dig any 
ditch at the foot of the bank’ on which the 
guickfet is planted, or if they do, they cut it 
fo narrow and perpendicular, that it is inca- 
opable of carrying off the {malleft current of 
water. The thorns are planted in fingle 
aioe rows; when grown they are lopped at the: 
| bottom, and become {mall trees, which are 
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eafily broken down and overthrown ‘by the 
cattle. Time will no doubt teach the inha- 
bitants of America the great. advantage of 
this fort of -hedges, which would fave an 
enormous quantity of wood, in a country 
where its fearcity begins to be already felt: 
they will learn that the firft expence of plant- 
ing and preferving them would be abundantly 
repaid by their duration through an endlets 
period, in which no further care nor expence 
would be required. 

This will certainly be the cafe fome day or 
other; but it is aftonifhing, that, notwith- 
ftanding fo many farmers are continually 
arriving from Europe, and particularly from 
England, where the utility of quickfet hedges 
and the method of raifing them are fo well 
known, the people of this country have not 
yet profited by their experience. Indolence, 
and a want of fufficient funds, are, without 
doubt, the two principal cauies which retard 
fo neceffary an improvement. The woods 
of the flate of Delaware ‘and the eaftern 
fhore of Maryland abound with thorns fimilar 
to our -hawthorns, of which excellent: ‘and 
agreeable -hedses might be made. 


‘The 
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The road from Wilmington, through New 
caftle, divides itfelf at the Red tion | inn ¢ 
one road leads to Dover, and to the fouth 
of the ftate of Delaware, the other to Cugs- 
TER-TOWN, and into the fouth of the flate 
of Maryland: ‘we have -chofen: the latter 
route ;—-I fay we, for I travel in company 
with Mr. Guillemard, who is fo kind as to 
accompany me the few firft days of this 
little journey. Land in the neighbourhood 
of the Red Lion is fold at about. twenty 
dollars an acre; the foil is rather light, but 
good, This inn is furnifhed with all forts of 
provifions from Newcattle, from which it is 
feven or eight miles diftant. 

The road from the Red Lion to Wikwslace 
runs through the fame fort of flat ill-cultivat= 
ed country. The foil, however, becomes 
ftronger and better. Some large farm-houfes. 
are to be feen on the right and left of the 
toad; they are furrounded with little huts 
for the hegroes, from which circumfance it 
may be Gicoked a confiderable number of 
them are employed here. 

MIpDLETON, the only village between 


Warwick and Newcaftle, is compofed of 


about 
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about twenty -houfes, fome of which are of 
brick ; itis the: laft village in the ftate. of 
Delaware;, which, however, extends to within 
a mile of Warwick, that.is to fay, three miles 
beyond Middleton. 


WARWICK.—CULTIVATION AND DIs- 
EASES OF CORN. 


We croffed fome fmall creeks to day, 
which turn .a few mills and fome forges. 
They fall into the Delaware either direétly 
or in conjunction with others which they 
mect in their courfe. The {mall creek of 
Bohemia, near Warwick, is the firtt which 
we have met with that runs as far as the 
Chefapeak. . The village of Warwick com- 
prizes only five or fix houfes ; it is in the ftate 
of Maryland, and in the county of Cecif, 
The. farmers complain much of the injury 
done to their corn by the Heffian fly. As this 
difeafe is. very common in the eaft of Mary- 
land, I fhall defer a more full defcription ‘of 
it until I have. received fome better in- 
formation on the fubjeét. I thall only obferve 
at prefent, that from the converfation of two 

- farmers, 
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farmers, whom I faw at the inn, it appears 
to me that the Heffian fly chiefly attacks 
fuch corn as grows on a poor foil, and that 
feveral ‘venis of earth in the fame fields, 
which are of a better quality than the felt, | 


—— 


are free from them. “Thefe farmers were of 
opinion, that if the lands were well dunged, | 
and kept in good order, they would not be 
liable to the difeafe. If this affertion may be 
depended upon, it fhould have induced them 
to attend to cultivation; but this opinion, as 
yet, has not madé one farmer more attentive. 
‘The corn of this country is alfo fubje& to the 
ruft, and to a difeafe called the ftab, which 
reddéens a part of the ear, and deftroys the 
grain. The obfervations of the inhabitants, 
who are neither profound nor perfevering m 
their refearches, have not afcertained the 
caude of this laft difeafe of the corn, nor even. 
its nature. They think, however, that the 
damp arifing from fogs is one of the principal 
eauies. The corn is fometimes fown here 
mixed with plafter-of-Paris, or with afhes, 
but they do not cleanfe it before fowing, 
which is apparently one caufe of the various 
difeafes to which it is fubject. 


Land 
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Laid is fold here according*to its, quality, 
from fifteen to forty dollars an acre... The 
laborious part of cultivation. 1s. generally per-. 
formed by negro flaves, ‘The’ price of fuch 
as are good workmen is-at prefet:from three 
to, four hundred dollars,a negro:. they may 
be hired of thofe mafters who do not em- 
ploy them, but let themi,out at fixty, dollars a 
year, . Labourers are alfo to. be procured 
among ithe white, men, whofe; wages are 
from’ one’ hundred: to one hundred and ten 
dollars.a year. Thefe latter are always better 
fed than: the negroes. The farmers, moft of 
whom haye their own negroes,-or hire them 
of flave owners, feldom employ, white men, 
except in-the,time,of harveft,; when they pay 
them a dollar and a half a day, ‘and find 
them in provifions. The landlord of the inn, 
where we f{topped, who is a farmer, apd who 
hires negroes; not having a fufficientonum- 
ber of his own, prefers them to white men ; 
he affures us they. will work as well, if pro- 
perly looked after; and that the whites require 
as much attention in this refpeét as the 
negroes. He obferved, however, that thofe 
whites who confented to work with the 
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blacks were of the loweft kind) He hag 3 
large field. of ‘clover before his houf, every 
acre of which produces him ' yearly fixty 
hundred weight of fodder im three crops. 
He ‘has’ not -held this’ farm more than one 
year: it confifts of two hundred acres 5 3 only 
fixty of which aré good land. 

As there is no market at’ Warwick, meat 


—— 


is Only ‘to be procured of the farmers; who, 
before they kill their oxen, calves, or theep, 
enfure a fale for them in the neighbourhood. 
During ‘this day’s journey’ we have met with 
good dry reads. ©’ Thofe which: we travelled 
yefterday were rocky, miry, and cut to pieces 
by carriage-wheels. ‘The weather to day is 
very fine ; it i$ a true: European fpring day; 
comfortably warm and pleafant. The leaves 
of the willow trees begin to. expand ; the 
turtle-doves woo their mates; and the birds 
warble: their fongs. Blackbirds are more — 
common ‘411 tlede: parts than anyother {pe- 
cles. 


. 
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CHESTER-TOWN,.AND. THE MANNER 
IN. WHICH JUSTICE IS. ADMINIS- 
TERED THERE.—OBSERVATIONS ON 
SLAVERY.” | 


- Between Warwick and, George-Town, 
you pafs the fmall creek called Head of 
Saffafras. At the head of this creek are fome 
mills, which are turned by its water, col- 
lected in a large pond; the natural declivity 
of the creek being very inconfiderable. ‘This 
{mall creek has feveral branches, which we 
have pafled, and which unite together five 
or fix. boufes at the head of each. Neither 
thefe nor two or three other creeks which 
we have before croffed, flow through vallies, 
but through hollows; which do not alter the 
appearance of the ground, or interrupt the 
perfect level of its furface. All the land in 
this neighbourhood is of a rich and _ fertile. 
foil. The fields are {till moreextenfive than 
thofe which we faw yefterday ; the generality 
of farms are larger, and the appearance of 
the country. is better: but we conftantly 
meet with proofs of the little attention 
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beftowed on cultivation. The colour of the 
foil, in many: places, mdicates that it contains 
iron; which fettles in the ponds, and on the 
{urface of the earth. Among the mills of 
the Head of Safafras there are {ome iron- 
mills. 

The road to Chefter prefents little variety ; 
it is a continual flat, and the fields are ftrip- 
ped of their trees, as are all thofe which we 
have feen fince we left Philadelphia. 

Chefter, where we arrived on the thirteenth 
of March, is fituated in a valley, much larger — 
than any we have yet teen. ‘The college, 
which is a large building, on the fummit of 
a hill, commands a view of this little town, 
This building is ina deplorable ftate of decay, 
although it is not yet finifhed. There is no 
glafs in any of the. windows; the walls have 
fallen down in many places, and the doors 
are without fteps: yet this is the fecond 
college of the ftate, in which there are only 
two. This eftablifhment is endowed with | 
three thoufand three hundred and thirty dol- 


Jars a year. It maintains a prefident and 


three mafters ; the number of fcholars, how- 


ever, is not more than forty or fifty, though 
for 
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for fixteen dollars all the branches of learn- 
ang which are taught there may be acquired. 
Boarders pay eighty or ninety dollars. for 
their board. Twelve or fifteen hundred 
dollars have already been expended on_ this 
building. It is conftructed on.a plan large 
enough to receive five hundred {fcholars; 
Funds are wanting to complete it, and like 
almoft all the public buildings, in, America 
it. will) be m ruins. before - itis: finifhed. 
There. are no-free-{chools in this ftate, but 
few day-fchools, and ftill fewer grammar- 
{chools, where people in eafy circumflances 
can, fend their children. A propofition was 
made; at the laft meeting of the legiflative 
affembly, to eftablifh a. srammar-{chool in 
each county, at the-public expence;. but this 
propofition, which has not yet been deter= 
mined upon, will not be carried, becaufe in 
the. firft place nobody feels,.or appears. to 
feel, the advantages. of a {uperior education ; 
fecondly, becaufe the {mall number of thofe 
who are fenfible of thofe advantages do not 
fuppofe that much. good will refult from-a 
fingle {chool in: each county; and laftly, be~ 
caufe the propofed eftablifhment does not 
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include any provifion for the education of the 
people, at leaft not for that part of the people 
who are unable to pay for it ; and who, 
doubtlefs, are entitled to fhare with the other 
members of the community in the advantages 
of an education purchafed with the public 
treafure. 

Chefter contains about one hundred and 
twenty or one hundred and ‘thirty houfes, 
almoft all built in one ftreet; a few of them are 
brick houfes, but the greater part are of wood: 
among the latter are fome rather handfome, 
well painted, and large. ‘The principal ftreet 
—and, as I have faid, there is fcatcely more — 
than one—is built on a gentle declivity, 
floping towards the river... About the middle 
of this ftreet, built on a large {pace of ground, 
ftands a church; the windows and the walls — 
of which are not in a much better condition 
than thofe of the college. A minifter is 
maintained by fubfcription, who feceives 
about three “hundred dollars: as ‘he is alfo 
prefident of the college,’ with a falary of 


eight hundred dollars, befides a refidence, 


he may live very comfortably: the contri- 


butions of his parifhioners would not attord 
him 
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him a fubfiftence. Near the fame ~ ftands 
the hall’ of juttice. 

Chefter, as the chief town ae 3 county 
of Kent, is the feat of juftice:s:courts: are 
held here twice a year, as. well ascall, the 
courts of common pleas for the ftate of Ma- 
ryland; they are held by a chief judge, ora 
judge of the diftriét, who prefides fuccefhively 
in. fimilar courts’ in the fourscounties,. of 
which the diftri@ is compofed; and by two 
affiftant judges, who only fit im the county- 
court: Mr. Samuel Chew, the brother of my 
réfpedtable friend Benjamin Chew, of Phila- 
delphia, is one of the affiftant’ judges: » I 
waited upon him at his houfe ; and:as he was 
then in court, I:went thither to:-him.. > This: 
building is by no means to’be admired, either 
for its exterior, which is falling to decay, 
like all the public buildings of this city, or 
for the decorations -of..the halk of :juftice; 
which is not in-a:-better ftate of repair than’ - 
the outfide of the building. | 

But here, as every-where elfe, the infti- 
tution of juries infpires one with‘reverence’: 
the jurymen here appear attentive, “and 
anxious to decide with equity. ©Wherever 
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this benevolent inftitution is eftablithed, -we 
exult to fee the interefts, the honour, the lives 
of men committed to the charge of their 
equals 3 whom paflion does not blind: whom 
the partial Knowledge of obfolete ftatutes does 
not prejudice ; who, having fimply to pro- 
nounce on matters of faét; require no’ other 
guide than the dictates of common fenfe, of 
which few men, efpecially. few- plain men, 
are deftitute. The forms of juftice here are 
lefs fatisfa€tory than in England ; where the 
judge himfelf notes down: the. depofitions of 
the witneffes, ‘and the principal arguments 
of the counfellers, and repeats them to the 
jury before they pronounce their verditt, care- 
fully difengaging the fimple fa@s on which 
they have to decide from. every thing irtele- 
vant. The judges here do not take that 
trouble ; which is generally more. neceflary 
here, as ‘the: .counfellors are garrulous, ig- 
-norant, and full of chicanery. Yet ftill the 
juries feldom pronounce: an unjuft verdict ; 
and, as one proof at leaft of their zeal and 
attention in-the difcharge of their duty, I 
muft remark, that during my fhort ftay in 


this city, a jury has ate inclofed. twenty- 
four 
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four hours before they agreed in theif; verdict 
on-a caufe the iffue of which did not imvolve 
more than: fifty dollars... The proceedings 
of the court at Chefter appeared to me.to be 
conducted with more decorum than in Phi- 
Jadelphia,,or any ot the American. ftates 
which I have vifited, - All the, attendants 
are uncovered: filence is preferved: and the 
only indecorum is occafioned by the counfel- 
lors, who wrangle, interrupt, and often abufe 
each other; and appear here, as almoft every- 
where elfe, calculated rather to perplex than 
elucidate’ the queftions which they argue. 
Houfe robberies arevery frequent in Ma- 
ryland; five or fix trials. for this. offence 
occur almoft every. feffions. Murders’ are 
very rare. The! judges attribute. the mul: 
tiplicity of robberies to the free negroes, who 
are numerous in. the ftate of Maryland: I 
have heard the fame..accufation. preferred 
again{t them,'in all the {tates where flavery 
is permitted.’ Such a charge is confequently 
a {trong argument with. the flave-holders 
again{ft the abolition of flavery ; but the eval, 
if it exifts, as I am led to believe it does, is 


fill to be attributed to the ftate of flavery,, in 
which 


~ 
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which thefe newly-freed men have been pre- 
vioufly kept, and from which they have been ~ 
emancipated without any preparation fora 
{tate of freedom. ; 

It is natural to  fuppofe, that a flaye, 
harafled by continual labour, driven: by the 
fcourge to toil in the open fields whether he . 
is healthy or ‘fick, corfiders ‘liberty merely 
as a’ releafe from labour, Whilft he wasa 
flave, food of fome:fort or other was always 
provided for him, without the leaft care on 
his part; fince he was aware that no in- 


—— 


duftry, or attention of his, would: procure 
him either better food or clothing, ~ Labour 
therefore brought nothing but fatigue, and 
he became of courfe indolent and carelefs. 
The fir? moments of his liberty are enjoyed 
in ‘a ceflation of toil; for the lafh no longer 
refounds in his ears: he feels the wants of 
nature ‘no education has been beftowed on 
him but that of flavery, which teaches him 
to cheat, to fteal, “to he; ‘and: he {atisfies 
thofe wants, for which induftry has not pro- 
vided, by pilfering the corn or provifions of 
his néighbours, and becomes the receiver of 
goods itolen by the-flaves. 


Though 
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Though fuch are the neceffary confe- , 


quences of freedom, thus beffowed upon a 
flave, they fhould by no means operate unfa= 
vourably with thofe who are defirous of the 
gradual emancipation of the negroes; who 
conceive that by a careful and liberal pre- 
paration for fuch a benevolent meafure, 
adapted to the number of negroes in the 
country, and many other circumftances, the 
greater part of the evils defcribed may be 
avoided, and may at length be entirely pre~ 
vented, if not in the prefent, at leaft in the 
future generation. But how can: we hope 
for fo general a fpirit of philanthropy among 
men who look only to their prefent eae 
of which they imagine it deftructive ? 

In the ftate of Maryland, flaves are tried 
in the fame courts as the whites : they have 
alfo the privilege of trial by juries. ‘The 
punifhments for the blacks are very fevere ; 
but the manners of the people are mild, at 
leaft in that part of Maryland where I am 
at prefent, and prevail over the rigour of the 
laws. I was witnets to a fat which’ proves 
the humanity of the judges, and their defire 
to render equal juftice to the accufed, whether 


whites 
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whites or flaves.. A female negro is now in 
prifon accufed of having poifoned a child, and 
of having attempted to poifon her miftrefs, 
Her miftrefs, who is her accufer, being a 
woman of confiderable coufequence in the 
country, and allied to a family. of great in- 
duence in the county, the judges, jealous of 
the effects of that influence.on the jury, have 
availed..themfelves of the power they pot- 
efs of referring the trial to the general court 


_of the diftri@t, which is held fixty miles from 


Chefter, that. the accufed may enjoy every, 
noffible chance of a fair and- impartial trial. 
No meafures have yet been adopted in 
Maryland for the gradual freedom of the 
faves : fome well-meaning men hope to lead 
the attention of the legiflature in, a hort time 
to the fubject, but the opinion of the country 


feems by no means favorable to it, 


The laws of sa empowet the judges 
to alter the fentence of death into a milder 
punifhment ; which is that of fending the 
convict to labour for a longer or.a fhorter 
time in. the public works at Baltimore. J 
am, not of their opinion who. admire - this 


rrovifion of the law;. which, on the con- 
trary, 
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trary, appears to mé extremely reprehen- 
fible, ds it may, and often ‘muft, render ‘the 
judges ‘partial’ in the ’eyes of the “public: 
whereas, in’ every well-regulated ftate; the 
judge fhould merely be the paflive organ of 
the law. In the ftate of -Maryland -how | 
eafily may each judge, i admunifterning 
juftice in his own county, be fwayed by his 
natural difpofition, by aiy acquaintance with 
the families of the criminals, or bya mo- 
mentary impulfe of paffion! at leaft, how 
liable is he to be fufpected of fuch partiali- 
ties! The judge of the diftriG receives eight 
hundred dollars a year; the ’affiftant judges 
only three dollars a day during the {feffions. 
The juries and the witnelles receive one dol- 
lar and a third a day. 

Near the juftice-hall {tands the prifon. “It 
is a {mall new building, which has not yet 
even a ftaircafe. There isa yard in which 
it was intended the prifoners fhould walk for 
the benefit of the air, but the walls of it are 
fo low, that the prifoners are prohibited from 
walking there, as they might eafily efcape. 
Debtors are confined in a feparate apartment 
of the fame prifon. The other prifoners are 


Kept 
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kept together, and,.in irons: there were but 
four there when I faw the prifon, oné of 
which was a negro, who, in attempting to 
efcane from, the window, fractured his leg 
in fuch a manner, as to render amputation 
neceflary. We entered this prifon, and 
vifited the whole interior of the building 
without the gaoler, who was abfent, and 
who had left the keys in the doors, in fuch 
a manner, that we, or any other perfons 
who had come ‘to the prifon, might have re- 
leafed all the prifoners. This. carelefinels, 
this negligence, is, generally fpeaking, cha- 
ra@teriftic of the country. The gaoler 
receives eighteen pence a day for the main- 
tenance of each prifoner ; the whole of which 
pittance ought certainly to be applied to that 
object; but it is to be fufpeGted, and indeed 
we wete aflured, that this is not very fcru- 


— 


pulouily done. 
At Chefter, as almoft every-where elfe in 
America, the burial-place is in the middle 
of the town ; here, however, to the danger 
of contagion, always great in warm climates, 
is added indecency ; for the burial-ground 1s 
ie inthe high dtreet, near the prifon ; 1t.2s with- 
| out 
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out walls, or any other inclofure, to. conceal 
it; and is not diftinguifhed by any. marks, 
which might infpire the refpe@ due to every 
place fet apart. for the burial of the. dead, 
The fadnefs which this, indifference has oc 
cafioned, me, will perhaps be afcribed to pre= 
judice ; but where is.the.fon, or the hufband, 
who could behold. without {huddering the 
grave of the father, or the wife that he 
loved, trampled on by beafts?, Reverence 
for the afhes of the dead appears tu me as 
natural as ref{peét for the aged.; which .per- 
haps fome may alfo denominate a prejudice ; 
but it-is a prejudice of which few, 1 think, 
would have fufficient exergy to diveft them- 
felves, though they may ‘tile that corruption 
of the underftanding, and of morals, energy, 

~ which throws off all reftraint, which {purns 
the fentiments of nature, and renounces 
every ancient feeling and opinion merely on 
account of their antiquity. 

A. poor-houfe for the county is eftablithed 
at Chefter.. I have already repeated, that 
my Opinion is unfavourable to the eftablith- 
ment of this fort of houfes. This, however; 
is kept mn as good order as any private-houfe, 


The 
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The poor are well fed, and have the’ ap- 
pearance Of being very héeaithy. The build- 
ing of the’ houfe coft about five thoufand 
fix hundred dollars. © ‘The annual’ expence 
for eighty-two paupers, old and young, is 
four thoufand dollars, which is about forty- 
fix dollars and’ a third per head. The over- 
feers’ of the poor in each hundred of the 
county have the power of admitting into 
the poor-houfe fuch pertons as they deem pro- 
per objeéis.. The children are put out ap- 
prentices when they are of a proper age; and 
as they are bound to ‘remain vai their 
mafters till the age of twenty-one, no money 
is advanced by the houfe to the matters. 
Hitherto the negroes have been excluded 
from the poor-houfe: which 14s certainly a 
juft exclufion, as far as it refpects flaves, as 
their mafters ought to take care of them; 
but which ought not to be extended to free 
negroes, egichies, and their children. It 
was faid by the governors of the poor, that if 
they admitted rhe claims of thefe people, 
their houfe would be filled by them, as their 
improvidence is greater than the whites. It 


is difficult to admit this reafoning of ceconomy 
as 
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as an excufe for fo inhuman a refufal. Pre-° 
judice againft the negroes, and particularly 
againft the free negroes, is the true caufe 
of this unjuft decifion; which reduces the 
old, infirm negroes, and their children, to 
fubfift upon private charity, and in failure 
of that precarious fource, frequently expofes 
them to the utmoft want and loweft ftate of 
wretchednefs. The poors’-rates in the {tate 
of Maryland are levied upon each county. 
Every county has not a poor-houfe. In 
feveral they adminifter relief to the poor at. 
their own houfes, but every-where the fame 
regulations are adopted relative to the diftri- 
butions of the public money. 

Chefter is built on a river of the fame 
name, which rifes in the ftate of Delaware. 
This river is about three quarters of a mile 
wide, and is navigable in boats ten miles 
above the town; after which it becomes a’ 
{mall creek, the ftream of which is barely 
fufficient to turn a mill. Chefter is thirteen 
miles in a direét line from the Chefapeak; 
but the land is fo flat, that the river before 
it reaches its mouth runs a zig-zag courfe of 
thirty-five miles. It is navigable to Chefter 
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for fhips of from eighty to ninety tons. One 
veflel of this burthen belongs to this port, 
and is employed in the commerce of the 
Wett-Indies; I faw alfo fome fmaller fhips,. 
and fome boats without decks, which are: 
employed in the navigation of the bay, and 
particularly in voyages to Baltrmore. All the 
towns that are fituated on the rivers which 
fall into the Chefapeak employ fimilar vellels, 
the numbers of which have been greatly in- 
creafed within thefe few years, as the corn 
which was formerly carried away by the Phi- 
ladelphian merchants, or by the Brandywine 
millers, is at prefent fent to Baltimore, 
where lately feveral good mills have been 
built: grain is likewife fent to Elk-Town. 
Corn is raifed in large quantities in this 
part of Maryland : it is efteemed the beft and 
heavieft of any which is grown in the United 
States, but, as I have before obferved, it is 
fubject to the attacks of the Heffian fly, which 


often deftroys half the harveft. It feems 


to be univerfally admitted here, as well as in 
Warwick, that fuch corn as is fown in foils 
either naturally rich, or made fo by dunging, 
is exempted from this difeafe, as the blade 

: fhoots 
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fhoots faft and becomes very foon ftrong, and 
impenetrable to the attacks of this deftruétive 
little fly. Befides the ruft and the ftab, the 
corn 1s likewife fometimes injured by a fpecies 
of fly, known in Virginia by the name of 
Widles, which renders it neceflary to thrath it 
immediately it is cut; but ‘this difeafe is by 
no means fo general here as in the lower 
parts of Virginia, though it is not long fince 
they have futfered by it in this part of Mary- 
land, where, however, they have as yet neg- 
leéted the precaution of threfhing’ the corn 
as foon as it-is cut. The conviétion of the 
advantage of enriching the land has not in- 
‘duced the farmers to beftow more dung 
upon their fields. Such land as is cultivated 
in the ufual way produces only from five to 
fix bufhels of corn an acre; or from eight 
to ten bufhels of maize; whilft fuch as is 
well dunged produces fix or feven times more : 
the latter is, befides, lefs fubject to injury from 
the damps than the former. ~ It is, however, 
to the human {pecies that the conftant damps 
of this boggy and flat country are moft per- 
nicious ; the fogs and vapours of the months 
of July and Auguit are particularly noxious. 

Oo2 Bilous 
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Bilious. and. intermittent. fevers are epides 
mical in Autumn, and attack more than an 
eighth of the white . inhabitants. Many 
people fink under thefe diforders, the general 
eitects of which muft be deftrudtive, as it 
is rare to find an inhabitant who has at- 
tamed the age of {ixty-five. The negroes 
are lefs affeéted by. thefe diforders than the 
whites, and in general live longer. The 
prefervation of their health is attributed to 
their conftantly fleeping in the kitchens, 
where they are preferved from the damps, 
which penetrate into all the houfes, even 
during the moft unpleafant heat. 

Chefter has a market regularly twice a 
week, which is well fupplied with provifions. 
Beef, mutton, and veal, cofts from fix to eight 
pence per pound. The rent of the beft houtes 
in Chefter does not exceed one hundred dol- 
lars, and living in general is cheaper there 
by one half than at Philadelphia. 

There are about fourteen or fifteen ftores 
at Chefter, one of which is kept by Mr. 
John Chew, another brother of my friend 
at Philadelphia. ‘The goods are in general 


brought from Philadelphia, where they are 
obtained 








NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 565 


obtained cheaper than at Baltimore, not- 
withftanding the expences of carriage, which 
amounts to nearly one per cent. They are 
fold at twenty or twenty-five per cent above 
the price of the fhops in Philadelphia. 
When it is known that the createft part of 
the ftorekeepers at Chefter frequently buy 
their goods at a half, and always a quarter, 
below the market price, it muft be fuppofed 
that though they tranfa@ little bufinefs they 
make great profits. | 

Free negroes for agricultural labour are 
eafily procured at eighty dollars a year ; 
flaves may be hired at fifty dollars. Some 
planters prefer white labourers and free ne- 
groes to flaves, as lefs troublefome and more 
profitable. A cow is fold here for fifteen or 
twenty dollars; ati ox, for forty; and a horfe 
for labour, for one hundred, Carriage horfes 
often coft fix hundred dollars the pair, The 
county of Kent, of which Chefter is the chief 
place, contains thirteen thouland inhabitants, 
of which five thoufand fix hundred are flaves ; 
it furnifhes but few cattle for the markets of 
Baltimore and Philadelphia, as almoft all its 
produce is confumed within itfelf. 
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COLONEL THYLMAN. 


Having crofled the river, we entered Queen 
Ann’s-County, which affords no more variety 
in the nature of its foil or its cultivation 
than thofe I have pafled. I wa’ informed 
that I was in the worft part of the county, 
and that the more diftant parts are fertile 
and produce great quantities of corn, which 
I am induced to believe, as every body agreed 
in the report; and as it is well known that 
the county exports a large quantity of corn, 
and fends a great many cattle to Baltimore 
market: but all the land which lies near the 
| road twenty-two miles on this fide Colonel 

Thylman’s is poor and barren, which is at- 
tributed to its having been drained by the . 
long growth of tobacco here previous to the 
almoft total relinguifhing the cultivation of 
that plant in this part of Maryland. Thete 
forts of foil produce from four to fix-buthels 


of corn an acre, when they are not infefted 
with either the Heffian fly, with {mut, by the 
ftab, nor by the widle. The houfes by the 
fide of the roads are of the moft miferable 

1 kind, 
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kind, and the inhabitants appear by their 
exterior as poor as their lands, Thefe habi- 
tations confift of bad log-houfes, as {mall as 
thofé which are met within the midft of the 
moft diftant woeds. 

The little village of Ghurch-Aill, containing 
a dozen old houfes, and two old little 
churches, the one epifcopal, and the other 
methodittical, is the only one to be met with 
on this fide Centerville, the chief town of the 
county: this place is fituated upon a {mall 
elevation above Corfica-creek. ‘The county 
built the feffions-houfe and the prifon ; there 
are fome other habitations here, confifting 
principally of taverns and warehoufes, mak- 
ing in the whole about twenty houfes tolerably 
well built of brick, but at a confiderable 
diftance from each other, without having 
any cultivated fields near them: there is a 
mill of confiderable fize, built upon the creek, 
A little further in the country there is an 
epifccpal church, which the inhabitants m 
the neighbourhood who are in eafy circum- 
ftances attend regularly: 1 have feen many 
horfes and carriages attending at the door. 
As to Church-hill, the fmall village which I 
| Oo4 patted, 
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paffed, the epifcopal church there is but 
thinly attended, almoft all the inhabitants 
frequent that of the methoditts, 


From Centerville to Colonel Thylman’s 


the foil feems to be a Jittle better; there are 


fome farms which appear to be for the moft 
part the habitations of planters; but thofe 
poor little houtes‘are much more numerous, 
The whole country is covered with cattle of 
a very poor condition, which are always, 
during winter and fummer, left in the fields 
and in the woods; they are of a very {mall 
{pecies, Flogs are more abundant in Queen 
Ann’s-County than in the county of Kent, 
and more fcattered about in the roads and 
in the fields. Sheep are alfo contiderably 
plentiful in this part of Maryland, but they 
are {mall and long-legged ; in general they 
produce only two pounds of wool, which fells 
at two /chellings a | pound. 

The houfe of Colonel Thylman is upon 
the river Chefter ; it 1s in a very flat fituation, 
from whence a great mafs of water is feen, 
which is, however, only the bay of the river 
Chefter parted by the ifles of Eaftern, Neck, 
and Kent-ifland, | 


Colonel 
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Colonel Thylman has a property of three 
thoufand acres of land contiguous, of which 
he ufes about one thoufand for growing corn 

: and maize, and for meadow ground.- He 
appears to know all the faults of the agria 
[ culture of his country, and to be convinced of 
| the advantage refulting froma change; but 
he fees fo many difficulties attending it, that 
the amendments he makes are only partial 
and few, though well informed, by the read- 
ing of good ienglifh books, of all that is 
neceilary to be doné in order to ,eftablith a 
good and rich tillage. Cuftom almoft every- 
where prevails over light and knowledge ; 
people will not, they dare not, a@ contrary to 
others: and in the bufinefs of acriculture, - 
where this cuftom has a greater empire per- 
haps than any~where elfe, the great expences 
which are neceffary to the introduétion of a 
great change for the better, aid this general 
Expcetion to follow the common routine. 


GENERAL OBSERV ATIONS UPON THE 
POPULATION OF LOWER MARY- 
LAND. 


The population of white people in the 
| eat 
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eaft part of Maryland diminithes inftead of 
augmenting. In a country abounding in 
flaves, the whites do not apply much to la- 
bour. Their ambition confifts in buying 
negroes ; they buy them with the firft fum of 
money they get, and when they have two of 
them they leave off working themfelves: 
this {mall number is not {ufficient’ to keep 
their lands in good order according to the 
tillage of the country, bad as it may be. 
The {mall farmers among the whites thus 
leaving off labour augment their expences, 
and their affairs are foon in a bad condi- 
tion. ‘Thefe, and thofe who had never been 
able to purchafe negroes, find themfelves in 
an inferior fituation to their neighbours who 
have many flaves: difpleafed with their fta- 
tion, they foon think of eftablifhing them- 
felves in a country where land is cheaper, and 
where they fhall not be fo much furpafled by 
proprietors fo difproportionably richer than 
themfelves. So that all thefe {mall farms, 
the fupporting of which becomes every year 
more chargeable, becaufe the wood for mak~ 
ing the fences for enclofure is more {carce, 


and hand-labour at a higher price, are put t 
fale, 
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fale, and are bought by rich planters, and thofe 
who have fold them go toeftablifh themfelves 
in Kentucky, in Teneffee, and in the countries 
of the weft. By this the province does not 
gain in agricultural improvements what it 
lofes in population ; its lands are not better 
managed ; their produce is not increafed but 
often diminifhed, becaufe the purchafer of 
them looks rather at a good foundation for 
his property, that is to fay, a fure augmen- 
tation of property, than an increafe of re. 
venue, 

Here, as in other places, when the utility 
of negro flaves to the interefts of thé mafter 
is cClofely examined, compared with the em- 
ployment of every other kind of labour, it 
will be found that in reality it has none. 
The old men and women, children, and 
pregnant females, muft be fed and clothed, 
and taken care of in ficknefs. Nothing is 
more common than to fee the proprietor 
of eighty flaves unable to bring thirty to 
work in the field at the fame time. Ten 
workmen, hired by the year, will perform at 
leaft as much labour as thefe thirty flaves, 
and the mafter has nothing to do but to pay 


them, 
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them. There are already a great mary 
matters aware of this calculation, and many 


———s 


perceive the inconvenience of flaves, who, as 
I have faid, caufe all the white labourers to 
quit the country who would apply them- 
felves to work if there were no flaves. Maf- 
ters are embarrafled with their negroes, the 
population of whom would otherwife aug- 
ment in the fouthern ftates in the fame pro- 
portion as that, of the whites in other parts 
of America; but while they all perceive the 
inconveniency of flavery, they are the firit 
to oppofe the meafure of the legiflature’s 
making a law for the gradual abolition of 
flavery. 

The proprietors of negroes complainalready 
that fince their population has increafed, they 
are lefs fubmiffive and more turbulent than 
they were before. Thefe fymptoms ought 
to teach them the neceffity of doing fome- 
thing {peedily towards putting an end to 
this ftate of flavery, which will be fooner 
or later very dangerous to the matters; but 
they fall afleep over this as they do over 
other dangers; and in this cafe, as in all 


others, it is ackno wledged that forefight 1 
ie 3 null 
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null and void among the people of Ame- 
rica. 

The fields are in all this, part of Maryland 
often of the extent of from fixty to eighty 
acres. Thofe who underftand good tillage 
know how much this great fize of fields 
muit be detrimental to it, in a country 
where neither the horfes, the beafts, nor the 
{wine, are kept in the yards, and where 
confequently dung cannot be procured. for 
fields of four acres, much lefs for fields of 
fuch great extent, which even with plenty 
of dung can never be regularly and well 
dunged. So that the harvefts, even in the 
better foil, are poor. ‘They are here with 
refpect to dung as they are with flaves; 
they perceive the advantage of ufing it in the 
{ame manner as they perceive the incon- 
veniency of keeping negroes, but the con- 
viction of what is beft has no more effect in 
the one cafe than in the other. 

Some farmers juftify the largenefs. of their 
fields by the dearnefs of materials for fencing 
them. It is true that five panes or {quares 
of this fencing will take rather more than a 

cord 
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cord of wood, and that five fquares wil 
fence no more than about fixty feet, and 
that. they ought to be renewed every three 
years. When itis confidered that a cord of 
oak cofts at Chefter four dollars and a half, 
and alfo that every farmer who makes only 
three hundred {quares of fencing, which is but 
little, fince it is only an extent of feven 
hundred and twenty-two: fathoms, or 4332 
feet nearly, and that he could fell this wood 
fo employed for fixty dollars, it will then 
not be furprizing to fee fo many fences in a 
bad condition, nor that fo many fmall farm- 
ers are difpleafed with their poffeflions on 
account of this expence alone. ‘This calcu- 
lation is made every-where: all the world 
knows the advantage of hedges as fences, 
every body fees fome of them in the country ; 
the thorn is in every wood, and there are 
living fences without being regularly planted. 
Befides, wood fenfibly diminifhes in this part 
of America as in every other. — It is cut down 
every-where, and made ufe of by every 
body; it is every-where wafted, and no- 


where replahted; even the trees that have 
been 
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been cut are not permitted to bud and grow 
again, becaufe the cattle are fuffered to run 
over and deftroy them. 

Queen Ann’s-County contains about fifteen 
thoufand inhabitants, of whom feven thoufand 
are flaves: the number of free negroes 1s 
very confiderable. 

The county of Talbot, to the fouth of that 
of Queen Ann, is fertile, and produces plenty 
of corn and cattle: they are conveyed into 
Chefapeak-bay by the river Chefapeak. 
The manner of tillage is the fame. 

The counties of Dorchefter, Somerfet, and 
of Winchefter, afford alfo fome corn, but 
the greateft part of them is covered with 
wood, particularly with cedars and pines, the 
carriage of which is effected by the rivers 
Crantikoke, Wicomeko, and Pokomeko, and 
is, in every refpeét, like to that of the woods 
of the county of Suffex, of which I have 
{poken in the ftate of Delaware. 

Caroline-County, fituated between that of 
Talbot and the ftate of Delaware, is the 
moit fterile of the eight counties of this part 
of Maryland. 

A plan of a canal is in agitation, which is 


propofed 


—_—— 
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propofed to take place in the waters of the 
river Chaptank, in order to join the Delaware 
and the Chefapeak. It is.at prefent only a 
project, but the legiflature has ordered an 
account of the places to be taken. It is faid, 
that the opinion of men the moft acquainted 
with thefe affairs is favourable to its execu- 
tion, and it is hoped that it will be accom- 
plithed. ‘The divifion of the waters of this 
peninfula, which run either into the Dela- 
ware or into the Chefapeak, is made by a 
range of marfhes which reach through the 
whole extent of the ftate of Delaware, and 
of which the pofition 1s a little more elevated 
than the reft of the country. It is remarked, 
that the foil of thefe marfhes is more fandy, 
and of an inferior quality to that of the reft 
of the peninfula ; and that the buthes and 
fhrubs which are commonly found upon the 
higheft mountain are alfo to be met with in 


this marfhy country. 

The inhabitants in. eafy circumftances of 
the eaft part of Maryland are polite and 
hofpitable. Mr. Chew treated me in the — 
moft kind and obliging manner, and had a 


friendfhip for me which this excellent family 
have 


ll 
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have,continued to preferve during the whole 
time I have been in America. The people 
of this country are of gentle manners; it 
is towards the interefts of their, farms that 
their cares and. attentions are generally : 
turned, and the fale of the produce of the 
foil is the only commerce. to.which. they 
apply. 

In political opinions they are federalifis, 
but without any other predilection for Eng- 
land, than that which proceeds from the 
‘great attachment which they have here for 
the. ancient prefident, who in the laft years 
of his adminiftration traced. this path with 
credit. The people.amufe themfelves with 
the writings of Kenna and Porcupine; but 
they fay already that the latter is a dblack- 
guari, who withes to. deliver. America up 
into the hands of the Englifh..- ‘There. is 
no great advancement made in politics any- 
where. The young men are much taken 
up with fox-hunting and racing. 


ISLE OF KENT.—PASSAGE OF THE CHE- 
SAPEAK. 


After pafling a day agreeably at the houfe 
Vor. Ill. P p of 
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of Colonel Thylman, one of the moft amiable 
and polite men, and of the beft company, 
which I have yet met with in America, I 
proceeded on my way towards Kent-Ifland, 
where I propofed to embark for Annapolis, 
The country is every-where flat, and the land 
has been-much ufed for the cultivation of to- 
bacco, which is now abandoned : the houfes 
are miferable. Twelve miles from’ the 
colonel’s, after having paffed through a mean 
little village, -confifting of fix or feven honfes, 
honoured “with the name of Queen’s-Town, 
I pafied the Kent-narrow in a {mall ferry- 
boat, and I travelled feven miles further in 


the flat iffe of Kent, where the land was of 


the fame nature as that which I had juft left. 
The inhabitants there appear to be ftill poorer. 
Captain Calvert: keeps ‘a tolerably good inn 
at the point of the ifland, and two good {mall 
floops for the paflage. But thefe floops can- 
not approach nearer to the fhore than within 
half a mile. It was neceflary to take my 
horfe with me in a boat abfolutely flat, from 
whence he was hoifted. into this little veflel. 
The awkwardnefs of the negro failors and of 
che captain in. this/affair, made us think that 


the 
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the horfe and we fhould have loft our lives 
on this occafion. Happily we came off with 
but little injury, and after a paflage of an 
hour and a quarter over twelve miles, the 
breadth of Chefapeak-bay at this place, I 
and my horfe arrived fafe at. Annapolis the 
3d of April. 

The paffage fora man and his horfe cofts 
two dollars, when there are no other paf- 
fengers; when there are many, the price of 
the pafflage is only a dollar and a half.  “I’his 
little voyage is commonly performed in two 
hours: we went in lefs time becaufe the 
weather was admirable. 


ANNAPOLIS. 


The profpe&@. of Annapolis is extremely 
agreeable upon arriving there from the bay. 
This city is built upon the fide of the Severn, 
upon a little hill, which, withoutdeing much 
elevated, commands a little of the flat country 
which furrounds it. . Annapolis was formerly 
the principal city of Maryland, and there was 
fome commerce carried on there. Since the 
revolution it retains the name of the me- 

-  twopolis of the ftate, and continues to be the 
Pp? feat 
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feat of the government, but Baltimore has 
drawn all the commerce from it. The capi. 
talifts, or thofe who would become fuch, 
have quitted it to go and refide at Baltimore; 
and the inhabitants are in general families in 
eafy circumftances, who have property m the 
neighbourhood, officers of the government, 
and gentlemen of the law, attracted by the 
vicinity of the courts of juftice. The popu- 
lation of this town dimuinifhes every year ; 
the-houfes are for the moft part built of 
brick, and aré fpacious, many of them are 
very large, and have fine gardens,’ in better 
order than any I have yet feen in America. 
The ftate-houfe is one of the largeft 
public buildings in the United States, and its 
interior the moft complete and finifhed, at 
leaft as far as the plan is at prefent executed. 
This fruGture, which has already coft one 
hundred and thirty thoufand dollars, ' will 
probably require from fifteen to twenty 
thoufand more before it is completed, which 
it will foon be, as the legiflature grants every 
year the neceflary fums for this purpofe. It 
contains apartments for the tribunals, for the 


affemblies of the executive council, and rooms 
for 


‘ 
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for the principal officers of the ftate, except 
for the governor, who has a houfe built by 
the ftate. . It has a large cupola with a lan- 
tern at the top, which is afcended by.a come - 
modious ftaircafe, and from whence there is 
a’ profpect as far as the Atlantic, beyond the 
Chefapeak ; of the peninfula of. Delaware- 
bay ;:and of the little point of Jerfey, which 
feparates it from Annapolis. 

The college is another very. confiderable 
building. It ‘has an endowment of five 
thoufand dollars, which is raifed by certain 
duties of the ftate, fuch as licences, fines, &c. 
but of the weft part of Maryland only. 
‘There, ate a hundred fcholars.there, and_it 
is faid that the mafters of it are very good. 
The Englith, the learned languages, the 
French, the mathematics as far as aftronomy, 
fome philofophy, and {ome common law, are 
taught there. 

A church large enough to contain three 
times the number of inhabitants in Aunapolis 
thews, that at the time it was built there 
was no fufpicion of the prefent depooulation 
of the city, which does not contain more 
than two thoufand innabitants. | 

Pps Annapolis 
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Annapolis is, however, as to fociety, one 


.of the moft agreeabie cities of the United 


States; hofpitality, and an obliging fincerity, 
are in no part fo general; ‘all the families are 
united, and a ftranger, always. well received 
among them, foon finds ‘himfelf at his eate 
there. , 

I had a letter for Mr. Cooke, one of the 
moft celebrated counfellors-in ‘the ftate. He 
is efteemed as one of thofe who unite the 
greateft talents to goodnets, to virtue, and to 
Kadnets: He is faid to poffefs that delicacy 
in his profeffion, which has always appeared 
to me to be neceflary to make that of a 
counfellor the principal, and the moft re- 
{peétable, of all others. He never undertakes 
a doubtful cafe ; and his fortune permits him 
to do his duty in juft caufes without emolu- 
ment, to thofe clients who are not in a fituas 
tion to payhim. Can there be, for a man of 
talents and morality, a fituation in life prefer- 
able to that? Always the advocate of jul- 
tice, labouring without ceafing to have it 
adminiftered, in the manner fuch a clear and 
virtuous confcience fees it in; what employ- 


ment of life can be compared to this? Here 
] point 
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I point at the fpeculators-in lands, im the: 
funds, and upon’ the ruin of others, &c, &c.— 
call me a fool for avowing it. 

Mr. Carrol, one of the richeft inhapiae) 
of the United States, has alfo a houfe at An- 
napolis, and many) others in the ftate: he 
has in general the favourable, opinion.of the 
people. Mr. Cooke. introduced..me to Mr. 
Ogle, to.the houfe of Dr. Murray, and to 
many others. All that I have feen of the 
men and women of this city leads me to think 
it one. of the places which»a/ ftranger would 
be moft inclined 'to choofe, if he did not catch 
the difeafe of the country—the thirft. for. {pe 
culation. 

Politics are here what they are in that part 
of Maryland I have juft quitted.  At.prefent 
the people here are held in admiration by the 
fuccefies of Buonaparte, and I am.very glad 
to have arrived at this period, an a city which 
is rather difpofed:to.Englifh, opinions than to 
favourable ones of my country. 

A ieparate. peace, with. the emperor «1s 
wifhed for, which would compel that--of 
England. It is by far. the déareft of my 3 
withes ; but let us hope and fpeak.of fomes 

Pp4 thing 
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thing elfe. The inhabitants of Annapolis 
fay that the ‘fituation is healthful, yet they 


a 


confeis that they are fubje@ to fevers “in 
autumn. ‘The country has’ not the appear- 
ance of being fo unhealthy as that of the 
other fide of the bay; but it is too much 
furrounded by water and creeks of a flow cur: 
rent, to be depended upon as a falutary abode, 

The county of Ann Arundel, of which 
Annapolis is alfo the chief place, is peopled 
with about thirteen thoufand freemen, and | 
eleven thoufand flaves.* Wheat, maize, oats, 
and tobacco, are cultivated ‘here. Iron ig 
found, and three or four forges and furnaces 
for great works have been eftablifhed here 
during fome ‘years. 

A cord of oak wood coftsat Annapolis four 
dollars and a half, that of hiccory five and a 
half. Virginia coals have been burnt here 
about two years. 

The market here is very badly provifioned ; 
it is very often without beef; when there is 
any it fells at eight pence a pound, and mut- 
ton and veal at ten pence. Fith, and efpecially 

i perch, rockfifh, and fhads, abound in the 
ie proper feafon for them. 


I learnt 
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] learnt at Annapolis that Mr. Carroll in 
his large plantation near Ellicot’s mill had 
siditipced to cultivate the vine, without fuc- 
cefs, though he had employed vine-dréflers 
whom he had expreffly fent for from France. 
From this they conclude here that the vine 
cannot profper, and that the wine cannot be 
good. This proves that the nature of the 
foil and of the climate require {ome particular 
care and attention, of which good obfervation, 
and longer experience, may lead to the difco- 
very of the fecret; but it .1s impofiible to 
fuppofe that the foil of Maryland is incapable 
of producing good grapes. 


THE HISTORY, CONSTITUTION, AND 
LAWS OF MARYLAND, 


Annapolis being the feat of government, 
jt appears to me proper to place here what I 
have to fay of the hiftory and conftitution of 
Maryland. 

The northern ftates of America owe their 
eftablifhment. to» the perfecutions which the 
Prefbyterians fuffered in England. 

Cecilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore, a 

Catholic, 


Sa ee 
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Catholic, received at his requeft/in 1633/2 
charter from Charles the Firft, who gave to 
him and to his heirs ‘the property of the 
countries to the north of the Potowmack, 
This: charter granted to Cecilius Calvert 
endowed him with the power and authority 
of making laws both civil and criminal, of 
raifing taxes, and granting honours, 

~The enacting claufe of the charter ftated 
an intention of extending the’ Chriftian re- 
higion: Charles the Firft therein engages for 
himfelf and his heirs, zever to lay upon the in- 
habitants of thefe new colonies any interwr tax 
by an exterior legiflature. 

The firit colony, compofed of about two 
hundred gentlemen of fortune and rank, and 
the fame number’ of their “partizans or 
domeftics, all Catholics, landed in the be- 
einning of 1633 near to the mouth of the 
Potowmack, ‘in Chefapeak-bay. They gave 
to their eftablifhment the name of Maryland, 
fome fay in honour of the virgin, others that 
it was in honour of Queen Mary, wife of 
Charles the Firft.. They made their eftab- 
lifhment in > concert with the Indians, -of 
whom they bought lands, and with whom 


they 
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they lived in great cordiality... They re- 

ceived for. their eftablifhment more fuccours 

from* thefe favages than they could expect ; Sag 
they provided them with game, and the 

Indian women taught them how to make 

bread of maize, &c. 

Lord Baltimore eftablithed his colony upon 
Jaws of entire toleration for every fect of the 
chriftian religion; without. preference. for any, 
and. alfo upon thofe of civil liberty. This 
colony received fucceffively many new emi- 
grations from Europe, and a confiderable 
number of puritans whom the laws of Vir- 
ginia drove from their infant fettlement,. in 
confequence of which it increafed very. much. 
An aflembly of freemen formed in 1638,° in 
concert with Lord Baltimore, a kind of con- 
ftitution for the formation of Jaws which 
fhould not be enforced till after they: had re- 
ceived the fan¢tion of two houfes,: and the 
approbation of the governor. 

In the midit of thefe wife eftablifhments it 
is painful to learn, that flavery took reot in 
this colony in its infancy, for an. act made 
by an -affembly of freemen, in giving a de- 
finition of tiie people, pronounced that. they 


confifted 


coy 
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conjifted of all the inhabitants, the flaves ex- 
cepted. 

This colony was difturbed fucceffively by 
troubles, which were quickly appeated by 
Lord Baltimore, of whom it sappears that 
prudence and excellent conduct im all fitua- 
tions never failed him. 

After the death of Charles the Firft affairs 
changed.- Cromwell was acknowledged by 
this province, which was then, dependent 
upon England. Lord Baltimore was obliged 
to take refuge in Virginia. The Catholic 
religion was excluded after the Englith re- 
ligion was eftablifhed by law. — In thort, after 
many..viciffitudes, and after the reftoration 
of Charies the Second, Jord Baltimore was 
re-eftablifhed in the property of the. ftate. of, 
Maryland, where his heirs were fixed till 
the laft revolution, in whicha part of their 
pofleffions was confifcated, : 

The conftitution of 1638 was revifed in 
1650, and underwent fome changes, was ful- 
pended during the troubles, but after thofe 
were blown over it was reftored to full vigour, 
and remained fo till.1776, when the prefent 
conftitution was made. 


By 
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By this conftitution the general aflembly 
is compofed of a houfe of delegates, and a 
fenate. Each county choofes four members 
of the houfe of delegates: there are feven- 
teen counties, and the cities of Annapolis 
and Baltimore nominate two each. The 
houfe of delegates is. renewed every year. 
‘The conditions required to become a mem- 
ber are, to be twenty-one years of age, a 
citizen of the ftate, a refident of the county 
of one year ftanding, and to be poflefled of 
a property of the value of thirteen hundred 
and thirty dollars. The eleCtors of the re- 
prefentatives are required to be twenty-one 
years of age, and to be freemen, poffeffing a 
perfonal property of eighty dollars, or fifty ; 
acres of land. There are fifteen fenators ~° 
who are chofen for five years, by two eleétors 
for each county, chofen by the electors who 
choofe the reprefentatives. Seven fenators 
out of the fifteen are required to be of the 
eaftern part of the flate, and eight of the 
weftern part; their functions all ceafe to- 
gether. In order to become a fenator it is 
required to be twenty-five years of age, to 
have 
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: : have been a refident of the ftate during the 
| three years preceding, and to have a property 
of two thoufand fix hundred and fixty-two 
dollars. 

The executive power confifts of a governor 
and five counfellors; they are chofen by the 
majority of the two houfes united, The 
{ame conditions required to become a fenator 
are required to become a counfellor. 

‘The governor is required to be tsyenty-five 
years of age at leaft, to be poffefled of pro- 
perty to the amount of thirteen thoniand two 
hundred and eighty-two dollars, and to have 
been a refident of the ftate dng the five 
preceding years. 
| The governor, with the advice) of: the 
council, appoints to all places, except to thole 
of fherifts, treafurers, and coroners. He has 
the power of expelling thofe from office who 
are in, except the judges. -He .annuls or 
mitigates fentences, and is military chief by 
land and {ea : he is elected for one year only, 
and can only be re-elected for three years in 
feven. His place is filled in cafe of abfence 


or death, by the counfellor of the oldeft ftand- 


Ing. 


; 
a - 
is 
e7r e 
hae 
| ta 
if 
MEA’ 
Me ATO 
ATS 
ra 4 
i 








NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 591 


ing. Every perfon before he enters into any 
official functions is required to take an oath 
that he is of the Chriftian religion. 

With very few exceptions, very reafonable . 
and of fmall extent, all property in Maryland 
is fubje@ to taxation. The legiflature has 
made a valuation of the lands in each county, 
and according to different rates, which vary 
from half a dollar to four and a half.- Slaves. 
are valued according to their age and fex, 
from as low as forty dollars up to one hundred 
and twenty. The lots in!towns are valued 
in proportion to their rent; a hundred dollars 
when the rent is eight: the houfes at a hun- 
dred dollars for every fixteen of rent. 

Independently of thefe general taxes, 
every advocate at the time of his admiffion 
into a court pays eight dollars, and fo for 
every year he contigues his profeffion. The 
licences for keeping taverns pay eight dollars ; 
thofe for felling {pirituous liquors, fixteen. 
Every marriage licence pays a tax of a dollar 
and two thirds. | 

There are befides thefe a great many other 
taxes, upon legal proceedings, upon judg- 
ments, upon decifions of the court of chan- 

sary 
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: cery, and upon thofe of the judge of the office 
: of lands, Sec. &c. | 

When the ftate has an occafion for taxes,, 

| the legiflature which votes them appoints in 
| the fame bill five commiffioners for the county. 
Thefe commiflioners allemble, divide the 

county into diftricts for taxation, aid appoint 

an afleifor for each of thefe diftricts. It 1s 

the duty of thefe affeifors to make ufe of all 

legal means to know the taxable property of 

every individual. Falfe returns made by 

proprietors are punifhed by an augmentation 

of the tax, to the double, or triple, according 

to the nature of the cafe. | 

The bafes for the valuation of lands, and 

other property mentioned above, dirett the 

-affeffors in afcertaining the quota of the tax 

to be paid by each individual. Their labour 

is fubmitted to the five commiflioners of the 

county, who afterwards appoint the collectors; 

thefe depofit the money they collect into 

the treafury-cheft of one of the two parts 

of the ftate, according to’ the fituation of 

the county. where the tax is raifed, for the 

more ready execution of their duty, under the 


hia | infpection of the commiushoners > the col- 
lector s 
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leétots -are required té give fecurity. The? 
goods, movable and immovable, of taxable’ 
perfons may ‘be’ feized by ‘the collé@ors; ins 
default of payment, and’ thofe -alfo of the | 
collectors are liable to feizute, for negligence? 
in: theircolleétion, ©The cammiflioners ree. 
ceive: 4 dollar and a half for every iday they’ * 
are employed. ‘They fix’ the falaries of the: 
afleffors, which~cannot’ exceed fixty-fix dol- 
lars ; the colleGtors. ate rewarded with four 
per:'cent of what ‘they receive, ‘The ‘ftate 
has not laid a tax fince' 1786: it amounted~ 
in that year to two hundred and:eighty-four 
thoufard vdollarsy ‘aad the expencé of col- 
leétion was only two and a half per cent. 
The taxes’ upon the profeffion of an advo="— 
cate, and upon licénces yomed to thofe which ° 
are produced by legal proceffes, by fines, &c.’ 
with the increafe of the interefts of the capi- 
tals of the ftate, ‘Have ‘been fufficient ‘to pay” 
all the cexperiees of géverhiment, which are’ 
eftimated ‘from feventy to eighty thoufanid” 
dollars per annum. The {tate has no debts 
except-that of a hundred ‘and fifty-one thou- 
fand dollars by the Union, eftimated ‘by’ thé 
commifiioners whom’ Ihave fo often ‘mena. 
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tioned. It has in the, Englith funds -ffty 

: thoufand pounds fterling, which were placed 

there before the revolution, of which Eng- 
land acknowledges the claim, and to which 
even the Englifh minifter has given counte- 
nance ; but Maryland:has not yet/been able 
to obtain payment from the bank in which 
thefe fums are placed.. The ftate is de- 
prived of this income by particular reafons 
of ftate, and by the negligence or bad con- 
duct of its agents in England. ‘So thisjcapital 
of fifty thoufand. pounds; fterling has been 
increafing -by accumulated. intereft during 
thirty years. The taxes.for every county 
are not the fame, but they are taxed at the 
mean rate of a dollar and a half for two hun- 
dred and feventy-feven dollars in value of all 
taxable property. 

The towns have alfo their particular taxes, 
according to their wants; that of Baltimore 
amounts.to four dollars for, every.two hun- 
dred and feventy-feven dollars of taxable pro- 
perty. ait | 

Every one acquires the rights of a citi- 
zen of the {tate of Maryland, by only mak- 
ing oath before a public officer of his pro-. 

| fetlion 
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feffion of Chriftianity, and of allegiance to 
the laws, and‘ to the ftate.’ The power of 
pofleffing every fpecies. of property, and of 
enjoying all the advantages”of a native Citi- 
zen of the ftate, is the immediate confes 
quence of this oath, except the right of per- 
forming public functions. Foreigners are ex- 
empt by the Jaw from taxation for two years, 
and during four years if they be traders, work- 
men, or manufacturers. 

I cannot fpeak at any length of the fyftem 
of the laws of Maryland, becaufe I have not 
been able to procure a collection of them, 
notwithftanding the obligingnets of the per- 
fons to whom I applied. I have fpoken in 
another place of thofe of which I had a know- 
ledge as far as I could obtain it. stp 

The importation of negroes from Africa 
prohibited by the law ceafed there in 1763. 
‘The introduction of negroes from other ftates 
is forbidden by a recent law, with the ne- 
ceflary reftriction for the emigrants who bring 
them as domeftics. 2 Bs | 
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ROAD TO FEDERAL-CITY. 


Thé company of Mr.) Yates, an Englith 
merchant, whom I had feen:in the fociety 
at Annapolis, and who went to Upper Marl- 
borough, induced me to prefer this road, not- 
withftanding the inconveniency of three paf- 
fages over rivers, which.I could have ayoid- 
ed by taking that of Bladenfburg. The coun- 
try from Annapolis to South-River rifes a 
little, at leaft it. is divided by fmall eleva- 
tions, which are not much, more than banks, 
fimilar to the other fide of the bay. The 
Jand{cape is embellifhed with handfome coun- 
try-houfes, and with farm-houfes, almoft all 
of brick, which are more ; frequent. here. 
The iands are not ftripped of trees, like thofe 
on the other fide; and-as at this feafon the 
fruit-trees begin to bloffom,, they are: more 
diftinguifhable by their colours than at any 
otber time of the year, The lands as far as 
South-River are cultivated for corn, which is 
grown almoft every-where; for maize, which 
is not planted fo early ; and the reft is-laid 


out into meadows. In other refpects, there 
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ais every-where the fame negligence. of til- 
Jage,’ wooden fences, and what is more dif- 
sagreeable and fatiguing toa traveller, a great 
‘number of gates to open. South-River is 
paficd by a very good ferry-boat, at about 
two miles from its mouth in the bay + the 
paffage is a league, the breadtly of the river 
more than a mile, and its navigation does 
not extend three:miles farther, At the head 
of the navigation. there is an infpection. or 
excile office for tobacco, which is carried-on 
by the fame means as in Virginia, but with 
lefs care than upon James-River. The pro- 
{pect in paffing the South-River is rich and 
agreeable; the ground rifes and. falls in gen~ 
tle undulations, and is well furvithed with 
trees, The nature of the country. beyond 
the river is the fame, and much more varie- 
gated than on this fide. At prejent they are 
preparing the lands for the planting of to- 
bacco. After having worked:the land it js 
thrown into {mall billecks: ; this is the mode 
-of their actual: labour in:the fields, During 
that time the tobacco fown upon beds pre- 
“pared for that: purpofe, as I have obferved j in 
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{peaking of Virginia, begins sto rife-up, In 
fome fields it is kept .covered: under leaves, 

r.dry branches of trees. ‘In others. where 
on fields are clofer, or where there is a na- 
tural floping in the land in-a good fituation, 
it is not covered.'s ‘Lhe: cultivation: of: to- 
bacco, which had been very much negleéted 
during feveral years, is more followed. this 
year on account of the high «price it bears 
in: Europe; ‘but the foil: has been fo long 
worked with this exhaulting :produce, and 


‘is fo badly manured (for, manure. is ablo- 


lutely neceflary for tobacco whew the foil 1s 


“not newly broken up), that it is not capable 
-of producing good crops. The corn 1s here 


very feldom attacked by the Heffian fly, and 
the cultivators -of this «fide ofthe bay are 


-equally unacquainted with the caufe of their 


being exempt. from them as. thofe on the 
other fideare with the reaion why they are 
tormented with them. 

During the laft three days: the vases 


has been what would be-called very hot in 


fummer, rand there have. been four days, 


during which it was focold:as. to require @ 
great 
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great coat to ride in. Thefe fudden and irs 
Seated variations in the temperature are ex? 
tremely incommodious. 
The woods upon the road are but’ few, 
and thefe few which remain are’ cutting 
down to make room for the fowing of to-: 
bacco. New land that is tolerably good will 
produce two crops of it following each other 
fucceffively ; but after that it would be. in=: 
capable of producing any thing without ma- 
nure. In every place upon my journey I 
have obferved the greateft quantity of land, 
which I have feen to be in an ‘exhaufted’ 
{tate : never any manure, no reftorative til- 
Jage, no change in the productions, nor any 
of thofe fimple proceffes in agriculture which: 
tend to invigorate the foil, Independently of 
the expences of making, and the cuftoms 
to be overcome in: eftablifhing an order of 
things fo’ effentially ufeful, the planters give 
as a reafon for continuing their bad led? 
ef culture, the neceffity there 1s of obtaining 
large crops of maize for the provifion of 
their numerous flaves. This reafon) which 
can arife only from want of reflection, or: 
from lazineis, may ferve to'prove ‘however 
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that the inhabitants of Maryland besin to feel 
fome inconvenience from, their negioes, 
The river of Potakent, which is paffed at 
Mount-Pleafant-ferry, is but-about 1 hundred 
fa ithoms wide there, but: this point ic feventy~ 


five miles from its mouth in the bey, ,and it 


is only five miles from Mount-Pleafint,where 
it.ceafes to .be navigable for veffek of two 

hundred tons,burden. | 3 
‘Green, trees, of. which there ar but few 
to be,.icen in the. eaft. part of. Mavyland, at 
eaft in, the counties. which I have pafled 
through, are much more abundart on this 
fide ; but not fo much fo.as in many other 
ftates.. .The cedar, the Scotch-pinr, the cy- 
prefs, and the fpruce-tree, are the moft com- 
mon. here are alfo fome pines talled pis 

du, Lord, but their number_is but fall. .. 
». Upper-Marlborough.is three miles from 
Mount- Pieatstaddetry. it is the clief place 
of. Prince. George’s-County, . The court. of 
juttice was: fitting on the day I pafied there; 
and the. only inn of this fmall vilage con- 
tains, or entertains, all thofe whon. bakaae 
or curiofity always draws, to.a couri.. It was 
then crowded, and the certainty tha: it would 
| | | i 
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be fo had taken Mr. Cook from Annapolis, 
for the furpofe of engaging me not to ftop 
till I came to the houfe. of Mr. Dixes; five 
miles. further, for whom he had given mea 
letter. This mode is very much’ prattied 
in Maryland and Virginia, where hofpitality 
is the geaeral character; and the delicacy of 
an European, which at firft feems backward 
in profituig freely by this hofpitality, foon be« 
comes reconciled to it, when he fees how 
fimple aad natural itis, and how the mafters 
of houfts who load a traveller with kind-« 
nefs feém to’ be pleaféd with him for hav- 
ing given them an opportunity of treating 
him in that)manner. All agree in faying 
that thi: difpofition is more general in Ma- 
ryland znd. Virginia’ than. any=where. elfe ; 
but it ismy duty to repeat that I have found 
it common throughout:America. 

Embracing the favour of Mr. Cook’s let« 
ter; I went to Mr. Dixe’s ; a young woman 
carried it to him, and in a little tume after I 
was introduced into the parlour of an old 
man wio could hardly walk; but he re- 

—cerved, me in the beft mannér. | He:is not 
" the matter of the houfe; it belongs to the 
: widow 
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widow of his brother, with whom he’ lodges, 
and to whom lewas immediately prefented, 
She is a woman of about fixty years of age, 
of very agreeable:manners; with the deport- 
ment and tone of thezbeft company. I was 
recommended to the old man ; -his-infirm 
ftate feemed to claim’ my moft aide ate 
tention ;\1t 1s of him then which I have the 
moft to obferve. . This good old man, of 
ninety years of age, fpoke with great ani- 
mation, and particularly againtt France. He 
is. a catholic, a prieft, and a jefuit: thefe 
titles are certainly fufficient’ to’ juftify the 
pafion with which he exprefied himfelf up- 
on every thing relative.to that country, ‘ex- 
| cept the priefis and the nobility; who, faid be, 
deferve.to have an. abade in another country, 
** | was. reading,” faid he, ‘¢’a French book 
when you came in, and one of: the beft in 
your language; though’ I deteft your coun- 
try, peopled lone: fince with atheifts and vil- 
lains, I like its language, for there are here 
and there good French works, better than in 
any other-language.” I was curious to’ know 
3 what my good old hoft regarded as the ma- 
he ficr-piece of French ‘literature., Irwas the = - 
ih | mandate 
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mandate of the archbifhop Chriftopher. of 
Beaumont .again{t the decree of the par-~ 
liament. of Paris for the profeription of the 
Jefuits. 4¢ Oh! fir,’ added he, ** your people 
are. the dregs of nations, a race of /mif- 
creants. It is for the punifhment: of: their 
fins that God has permitted the prefent re- 
volution; it is a fcourge which he has in 
his hand to chaftife that.infidel people, and 
which he will never.lay down till his wrath 
fhall be appeafed, and that will probably be 
a long time firft, for he has a great many 
fins. to punifh.”” It was, not my, intention to 
hurt the. feelings of this old jefuit, who all 
this time! offered me wine, afked me in.the 
moft cordial manner to dine with him, and 
engaged me.to pais feveral days, at his houfe. 
I only reprefented to him,.1n a gentle, man- 
ner, that it appeared to me.that the wrath,of 
God would not be confined to the chaftife- 
ment of the French people; and that they 
might alfo. be confidered as a {courge which 
God would make ufe of to punith fome 
other powers, {uch -assthe emperor for -ex- 
ample, upon whom. the.Jate. victories of 
Buonaparte fell, and our holy’ father the 

Pope, 
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Pope, who'at’ that time was in fach danger, 
and who neverthelefs was furely ‘not a fin- 
ner. “ O/ fir,” replied he, “ allthis js only 
a temporary evil to our holy father; God 
will declare himfelf in his favour wwhen‘he 
thinks it a proper feafon for that purpofeé ; 
but he will never pardon this racé of atheits 
and rafeals ; atid you will foon fee them dif- 
perfed and annihilated, unlefs that God will 
futfer them tobe recalled to the faith and 
practice of their fathers: but Tfear that the 
. goodnefs of God cannot go. fo far towards a 
people who have fo long continued to amafs 
fueh €normous crimes upon their heads.“ In 
fhort,” continued this exafperated old mah, 
** do: you defire to know the true’ caufe of the 
French revolution ?°A efeat number of our. 
brave catholics here-fee it in the writings of 
Voltaire and Rouffeau; but I think other 
wife. They were doubtlefs very worthlefs 
mén, Whofe writings have {pread very bad 
“principles, but that is not the caufe of the 
French revolution ; it arofe entirely from the 
deftruction ‘of the fociety of Jefuits. A peo- 
ple who has ‘committed fuch a crime was’a 
foolifh and abominable race, and who would 
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deftroy of courfe all. power, all property, and 
overthrow ail the laws, fince they had de- 
ftroyed an order of men, fo ufeful, fo facred, 
and fo obvioufly the favourites of God.” I 
was {crupulous of,contradicting my aged hat 
otherwife {0 -obligimg, whom I fhould have 
fo little convinced, and. whom my opinion 
would -have fo badly recompenfed: fer a good 
reception, It was neceffary.to deplore a little 
with him the, deftruétion of fuch a. holy {o- 
ciety, the; deftruction of the principle of all 
virtue, and of all order, and to acknowledge 
that the true caufe of the French revolution 
was inthe abolition of the Jefuits, where, 
till then, I confefled 1 had-been {fo little .en- 
dightened.as net to haye fought for it. I had 
alfo to attend to a young babbler of a prieft, 
who was not willing to grant. that, the de- 
{truction of the Jelota was the moft hideous 
and the mott unpardonable of crimes,_ In 
this manner. I pleafed my old Jefuit, and 
amufed myfelf by contradicting the young 
pedant, until dinner-time. It was Wednet 
day in paffion: week, the dinner -was there- 
fore very {paring, quite catholic, and eon- 
Heavently not very reilorative to a traveller. 
I do 
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Ido not’ know whether my friends’ will ex. 
cufe me for making fuch a long article of 
this dotard; but at leaft it’ -will ‘bean ad- 
ditional proof to this indubitable’ and ‘well 
known truth, that intereft and the paffions 
are the f{pectacles through which men view 
the greateft events.” Marcel’ faw the in- 
‘tereft of kingdoms and the great ‘fecret of 
diplomacy in the art of dancing, in its pro- 
‘pagation, and as he faid in a minuet; and 
the old Rev. Mr. Dixes faw the’ French re- 
volution in the deftrution of the Jefuits. 

As to the réft; the manner of treating the 
injuries of my Country excepted, ‘it is im- 
poflible to have fhewn more kindnefs for me 
than old Mr. Dixes did, and’ to have been 
‘more obliging and more civil than Mrs. 
Dixes, his fifter-in-law, who is really ami- 
able, and appears to be altogether a’ very good 
woman. ~ . ; 

I had met in paffing over Mount-Pleafant- 
ferry a young man, who underftanding that 
I intended to go to Federal-City, propofed 
that we fhould travel together, and pro- 
mifed to meet me at the houfe of the old 


jefuit. He'was faithful to his appointment. 
| | Twa 
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Two other inhabitants of Federal-City were 
with him, fo that by their company I was 
eafed of the inquietude commoh to ftranvers 
travelling in Maryland, left they fhould dofe 
their way, for there are no direétion’ pofts 
by the road fide to point out the true way, 
and the houfes are fo thinly fcattered, that'a 
travelicr may wander about a great deal with- 
out having an opportunity of being informed 
of the right road. | | Be | 

The politics of my new travelling ¢om- 
panionswere very different from’ thofe of 
the houfe I had juft quirted. * Is it true,” 
faid one of them to me, * that France has 
declared war againf? America?” * I believe 
nothing ‘of it,” antwered 1; “ France loves 
America fincerely ; the has a little quarrel 
with the government, but fhe withes for no- 
thing more than the happinefs and profperity 
of the people of America.” 

“<’Thefe reports of a declaration‘ of war are 
falfe, and {pread by the merchants who with 
to raife the price of their commodities, or by 
the Englith who with the Americans to hate 
the French’? ** Ahr, they will tiewer 
‘fucceed in that +-and’‘fhon]d France bein the 


wrong, 
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wrong, fhe has rendered us fervices fufficient 
not to be treated fo rigoroufly: and: as for 
me, if this country fhould go to war with 
France, k.would go over to the fide of the 
Freuch,, and, take my. friends with me.” 
«© And | alfo’—** And I alfo,” faid the other 
two.. ‘t If am American were to fight. againft 
a Frenchman,” faid they in the courfe of 
their convertation, in which I took part only 
for the fake of fupporting it, © that would 
be like hghting againft his father,’ .* And 
worie ftill,” 4aid another, * for our father 
has only given us. life, and:it very often hap- 
pens.that he does not give us any money. 
Foance has given us liberty, advanced us 
mullions when our paper currency. was in 
great difcredit, and that at a.time when the 
was not iure. that we fhould-ever be able to 
repay it; and fhe has lent us troops and 
fhips. Theie villanous. Englifh merchants 
with us to forget all this, that they may fell 
us their merchaudize the dearer, but they will 
not fuccced in their defign.”’ 

The affection which thefe brave fellows 
fo plainly manifetted. to -have for. France 
was united with an attachment for the un- 

fortunate 
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fortunate M. de la Fayette ; and it is re~ 
marked, that it is the fame throughout Ame- 
rica, and that the fentiment of hatred for 
France, and indifference about la Fayette, 
are alfo found united in the oppofite party. 
“* Is it. not fhameful,” faid my fellow tra- 
vellers, “ that the United States {hould have 
done nothing for that brave man who has 
rendered us fo many fervices ? If the prefi- 
dent had demanded him from the Emperor, 
it 1s certain he would have given him up to 
us, for he belongs to us.”’ Without doubt,” 
added they, “ the prefident thought that he 
did well in not demanding him, but he would 
have done better if he had, and alfo if he 
had not made that infamous treaty ; and be 
allured, fir, that we are very numerous in 
every part of America who think the fame.” 
I detail this converfation—to which I af. : 
firm that I add nothing—in. the fir{t. place, 
perhaps, becaufe it gave me pleafure, and 
then becaufe it is, whatever the Enelith may 
fay of it, the expreffion of the fentiments of 
@ great majority of the people of America ; 
fentiments which: France ought carefully to ~ 
maintain without abufing them, and which, 
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+1 the mean time, fhe would put an end 
to by alienating them; if the were not to 
conduét herfelf with juftice: and liberality 
towards America—if fhe does not fpeedily 
put a ftop to all the piracies which are exer 
cifed at this time by her commiflioners in 
the Weft-Indies, at which every honeft 
Frenchman revolts who is a friend to his 
country, under whatever denomination he 
may come. 

| could every day recount fimilar exam- 
ples, for there are but few taverns at which 
I ftop where I do not hear the fame ex~ 
preftions of attachment, from which I be- 
come-every day more perfuaded of the neé- 
ceflity of fpreading in this country wale and 
moderate writings, which fhould, difplay the 
actual political fituation of France with the 
United States, and fhew that the is the friend 
of America, and that it is her intereft always 
to be fo. 

The country from Upper Marlborough to 
Eaftern-branch riles fucceflively, and every- 
where prefents the fame range of barren and 
bad cultivated lands. From the tops of the 
mountains which border upon the Eaftern- 

| branch, 
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branch, the riyer Potowmack is {een far be-. 
yond George-Town, and as faras Alexandria. 
The Eaftern-branch js alfo feen in. its-courfe’ 
for five or fix miles ;.and, in fhort, there is a 
profpe& of the whole fite of the new city, 
the public and private buildings of which 
may be diftinguithed as they rife: this view 
is fublime and beautiful, but fufficiently con-. 
fined by the heights beyond the Potowmack 
to enable the eye to embrace the various ob- 
jects of it without being loft in its immen-— 
fity. | 

The county of Prince George, of which 
Upper Marlborough is the chief place,* is 
peopled by about twenty-two thoufand in- 
habitants, of which twelve thoufand are ne- 
gro flaves.. Tobacco is cultivated here in a 

’ confiderably large quantity, and is reckoned 
the beft in Maryland. 

It may be remarked, that in this county, 
asin. almoft all the others in this ftate, the 
old. towns or villages are built at the place 
where the rivers begin to be navigable, be- 
caufe tobacco being formerly the only. article 
of exportation, it was neceflary that the. 
Wwarehoufes for infpeCting it fhould be placed 
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in fuch fituations, and they have ferved as 4 
patter to other houfes. | 

The Eaftern-branch is paffed in a tolerably 
good boat, a little too flat, and a great deal 
too fmall for the quantity of horfes which 
are taken into it. I paffed in this boat with 
ten horfes and a carriage, and was unealy till 
T arrived on the other fide. The paflage 
over this river is from three quarters of a 
mile to a league. After having croffed it 
you enter into Federal-City, that 1s to fay, 
sn its fite, for at prefent there are only a 
few houfes to be feen in this capital of the 
United States—in this metropolis of North 
America. | 

But as Federal-City is by its deftination, 
or at leaft by the project of its deftination, 2 
principal point in the territory, as well as in 
the interior policy of the United States, 1 
fhall fpeak of it at fome length, and in fuch 
a manner that the hiftory of this great pro- 
je@t may be well comprehended ; and of the 
means employed for “ts execution, of its fitua- 
tion, aétual and defigned, as well as a ma- 
ture examination of all the circumftances ¢n- 
able me to forefee. seit 
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-FEDERAL-CITY. 


A little time after the conftitution of the 
United States was made, ‘its. partizans—and 
no’ one was then accufed of not being fo— 
faw, that to make the fyftem of confederation 
complete it was neceflary to efiablifha general 
feat of government in a central point of the 
United States, independent of every particu- 
lar ftate, and of which the fovereignty 
fhould belong to the Union. As the gene- 
ral government exercifed a judicial authority 
apart from that of the feveral ftates, the 
vicinity of its tribunals to thofe, of a par- 
ticular ftate, which, having a jurifprudence 
of its own, might inflict a different punifh- 
‘ment from that’ of the Union for the fame 
crime, and even: on! the fame fpot,’ was a 
great inconvenience, and was to be reme- 
diedi> The advantages. refulting from the 
refidence of the general government in a 


particular {tate might be the occafion of jea- 
Joufy among the. ftates, and -caufe the difio- 
lution of the Union; and this fource of dif- 
gontent it was neceflary to remove : ‘neither 
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Philadelphia nor New-York was placed in 
the centre of the ftates ; and the deputies of 
the fouthern ftates being removed at a greater 
diftance from the feat of the government 
than thofe of the north, this circumftance 
might be a caufe of diffatisfaGion to the 
former, and interrupt that harmony it was 
fo'important to preferve. To conelude;: the 
fovereign government having fomething of a 
fiction in its exiftence, its eftablifhment in a 
territory belonging folely to the Union, and 
in which it could exercife «all adts of fove- 
reienty without any mixture of other fove- 
reign authority, would give it a greater ap- 
pearance of reality: fuch were the: princi- 
pal reafons which were.‘in faé, plaufible: for 
adopting the {cheme of placing the refidence 
of the general government in a territory ab- 
folutely ceded to the Union. In July 1790 
the Congrefs: paffed a law-to this effeét, in 
which the following are the principal pro- 
vifions ; | 
iit. To authorize the general government 
to accept, for the permanent feat of its refid- 
ence, a territory whichfhall not exceed ten 


miles fquare, at the confluence of the Potow- 
mack 
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mack and the Eaftern-branch, or, Gonnoge- 
cheque; but witha refervation to the flate in 
whofe limits the territory at prefent is, of 
the exercife of its fovercignty without im- 
peachment by this law, till the actual efta- 
blifhment of the general government in fuch 
territory, unlefs the Congrefs fhall provide 
otherwife by a fubfequent law. 

od. To authorize the prefident of the 
United States to appoint, and continue with 
falaries, three commifiioners to furvey, mea- 
fure, and defcribe the limits of fuch diftrict, 
with the limitations above provided ; the 
faid commiffioners to act under the direGtion 
and control. of the prefident of the United 
States—- Two of the three, at leaft, agree- 
ing to each act. 

3d. To authorize the faid-commiffioners 
to purchafe or receive the ceflion of fuch 
lands on the eaft ‘bank of the Potowmack 
as the prefident: of the United. States. fhall 
judge proper for the ufe of the general go- 
vernment ; and to enjoin the faid commif- 


fioners to have-in preparation: on the. firft 
Monday in December 1800 the buildings ne= 
ceflary for the reception of the Congreis, the 
3 Rr4 prefidenty 
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prefident, and other officers of the United 
States: the whole to be erected upon plang 
adopted by the prefident. 

4th. ‘To authorize and enjoin the prefi- 
dent to accept donations of money, which 
may be contributed towards the defraying 
the expences of fuch acquifitions and build. 
ings, 

5th. To declare, that on the firft Mon- 
day of December 1800 the government of 
the United States fhall be transferred to fuch 
diftrict and place as is before mentioned, 
‘To require, that the feveral offices attached 
to the government fhall, in like manner, be 
transferred to the fame place, under the 
fuperintendance of thofe. who at the time 
being fhall be at the head of {uch offices; 
and that thenceforth the bufinefs of fuch 
offices fhall be tranfacted only in the faid 
place: and to aflign for the payment of the 
expences occafioned by fuch removal the du- 
ties on importation and tonnage to the extent 
neceflary. 

- This law, which paffed bie Congrefs 
fat at New York, provided. alfo, that the 


perornment of the United States fhould be 
removed 
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removed to Philadelphia, to remain there till 
the firft: Monday of December 1800, the 
period of its inftallation in its permanent re- 
fidence. 

The Congrefs had been previoufly alae 
of the favourable difpofition of the States of 
Virginia and Maryland towards this plan; 
both one and the other. having, in preceding 
fittings of their legiflatures, oifered to cede 
the part of their territory neceflary to its 
completion. The feat of the government 
certainly could not be better chofen: it was 
not only central, but was ata diftance from 
all danger of being difturbed by a foreign 
power, in any cafe sak wat ; and. was a fitua- 
tion favourable for the erection of-a great 
commercial city, with ample means of. be-. 
ing furnifhed with  provifons, and in a fine 
and healthy fpot. 

As the fttates of Virgnia and Maryland 
had an evident advantage in the eftablith- 
ment of the government in the place chofen 
by this law, they were active to forward 
the execution of the icheme, towards which 


Virginia gave the union the fum of a hun 
dred and twenty thoufard dollars, and Ma- 
ryland, 





: ' : " 
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ryland, feventy-two thoufand dollars. The 
proprietors of lands on the fpot chofen for 
the new city had an intereft ftill more im- 
mediate in the plan. ‘They gave the Union 
the abfolute property of the half of the lots 
of which the city was to be compofed. They 
alfo gratuitoufly ceded all the ground necef- 
fary for ftreets and {quares, with a referva- 
tion of eighty dollars to be paid for every 
acre employed in forming public gardens. 
The lots remaining in the hands of individual 
proprietors, and thofe that became the pro- 
perty of the federal government, were to be 
fo diftributed that mmdividuals and the go- 
vernment fhould equally divide the advan- 
tage aiid inconvenience of the refpective fitu- 
ations of the feveral lots. - 

In March 1796 the Congrefs paffed a law, 
by which the commiffioners were empower- 
ed to borrow, with the fanction of the pre- 
fident of the United States, the fum of three 
hundred thoufand dollars, to defray the ex- 
pences of the eftablithment ordered by the 
law of 1790, with provifoes, that they fhould 
not borrow more than two hundred thoufand 


dollars in the fame year, nor pay more than 
fix 
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fix per cent for the loan; that the fums 
borrowed fhould be redeemable in 1803 ; 
and that the lots in the city belonging to 
the government, not fold, and deftined to be 
fo, fhould be the pledge for the loan, and the 
means of its re-payment, the United States 
undertaking to make good the deficiency, if, 
there fhould be any. The fame law en- 
joined the commiflioners to make a return 
every fix months to the fecretary of the trea- 
fury of expenditures of the fums thus bor- 
rowed. 

‘Lhe commuffioners, therefore, had at their 
difpofition a hundred and ninety-two thou- 
fand dollars, the donations of Virginia and 
Maryland; and three hundred thoufand dol- 
Jars, the loan authorized. by the Congrefs, 
independent of the: produce of the fale of 
lots, the property of the general government, 
which they were empowered to fell, with 
certain reftrictions impofed. by the prefident 
of the United States. 

The navigation of the Potowmack was 
interrupted in many places below Cumber~ 
Jand, to the diftance of.a hundred and ninety= 
two miles from the feat of the new city; 


but 
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but more efpecially at fifteen miles above 
George-‘Town, where there was.a great fall, 
and at a place fix mules nearer, where there 
was a lets confiderable fall. A company had 
been incorporated by the ftates of Virginia 
and Maryland, in +784, by the name of the 
Potowmack Company; with a grant of tolls on 
different canals they had undertaken. The 
adoption of the fcheme of eftablifhing the 
general government on the banks of the Po- 
towmack, gave new activity to thefe under- 
takings, which had begun to languith. Tn 
1795 the fhares ef this company, which at 
its eftablifhment amounted to five hundred, 
at four hundred and forty-four dollars each, 
were increafed to fix hundred; and thus the 
company had the difpofal of two hundred 
and feventy thouwfand four hundred dollars 
to improve the navigation of the Potow- 
rack. ‘The ftates of Virginia and Mary- 
land were moreover particularly interefted 
in the fuccefs of the company, by being pro- 
prietors of a great number of its fhares. 
When the undertakings of this company 
fhall be finifhed, the produce of an immente 


extent of country, which at prefent is con- 
| veyed 
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veyed by land to Philadelphia and Baltimore, 
will fnd a more ample, ready, and lefs. ex- 
penfive market through the means of this 
great river ; and Federal-City will acquire 
new refources both: for its confumption and 
its commerce, adding greatly to the natural 
advantages of its fituation, 

The point of jand which feparates the 
Potowmack from the eaft branch, and which 
‘> within the fite of the new city, 1s, at dif-» 
ferent times of the year, not only difficult, 
but dangerous to double : and. the Eaft- 
branch prefenting the greateft depth of 
‘water; and the fafeft anchorage for thips, 
it ecame an object of importance to jon 
the Potowmack to that branch by a canal; 
befides, that fuch a canal would. be of great 
advantage to the new city. Two lotteries 
were authorized by the flate of Maryland, 1a 
1798, for the forming fuch a canal; each 
lottery confifting of a hundred and feventy- 
Give thoufand dollars, of which a profit of 
fifteen per cent, that is to fay, twenty-f1x 
thoufand two hundred and filty thoufand dol- 


lars, was granted to the canal. 


Such were the means-employed for the 
eftablith- 
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eftablifhment of Federal-City, whofe fite exe 
tends more than three miles along the banks 
of the Potowmack, and the Eaft-branch ; 
and includes four thoufand one hundred and 
twenty-four acres {quare. 

In America, where, more than in any 
other country in the world, a defire for 
wealth is the prevailing paffion, there are 
few fchemes which are not made the means 
of extenfive {peculations ; and that of the 
erecting of Federal-City prefented irrefittible 
temptations, which were not in fa@ neg- 
lected. | 

Mr. Morris was among the firft to per- 
ceive the probability of immenfe gain in fpe- 
culations in that quarter ; and, in conjunc- 
tion with Mefirs. Nicholfon and Greenleaf, 
a very fhort time after:the adoption of the 
plan purchafed every lot he could lay hold 

on, either from the commiffioners or. in- | 
dividual proprietors ; that is to fay, every lot 

that either one or the other would. fell at that 

period. Of the commiffioners he bought fix 

thoufand Jots at the price of eighty dette 

per lot, each containing -five thoufand two 


Bandsed and fixty-five esha feet. . The 


COn= 
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conditions of his bargain with the commif- 
fioners, which was concluded in 1793, were, 
that fifteen hundred of the lots fhould be 
chofen by him in the north-eaft quarter of 
the city, and the remaining four thoufand 
five hundred wherever Mr. Morris and his 
partners chofe to feleé&t them; that he fhould 
ere@ an hundred and twenty houfes of brick, 
and with two ftories, on thefe lots within the 
{pace of feven years; that he fhould not fell 
any lot befere the firft of January 1796, nor 
without the like condition of building; and 
finally, that the payment for the lots fhould 
be completed within feven years, to com- 
mence on the 1ft of May 1794; a feventh 
part to be paid annually—that is to fay, about 
fixty-eight thoufand dollars yearly, the pur- 
chafe money for the whole being four hun- 
dred and eighty thoufand dollars, 

The lots purchafed by Mr. Morris from 
individuals amounted to nearly the fame 
number, and were bought at the fame price. 
The periods for payment varied with the 
different proprietors, and are not of im- 
portance in this general hiftory of F es a 
City. 


The 
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The fale made to Mr. Morris was the only 
one of like-extent made either by the coms 
mifftoners or individuals. Expecting a higher 
price, the commiffioners waited for a time 
when demands for habitations would be more 
numerous. ‘he private proprietors aG@ed on 
the, fame principle, and both one and. the: 
other, in the fale. made to Mr. Mortis, con- 
fidered it chiefly as the means of haftening 
the completion of the city, by the induces 
ment he would have to fel] part of his lots, 
and fo augment the. number. of perfons in- 
terefied in the rapid progrefs of the under- 
taking... Mr, Morris, in fact, fold’ about a 
thoufand of his lots within eighteen months 
of his purchafe. The building of a houfe for 
the prefident, anda place for the fittings of 
the: Congrefs, excited, in the purchaters of. 
lots, the hope. of a’ new influx of {pecula- 
tious. ©The public papers were filled with 
exageerated praifes of the new city ; ace. 


counts of the rapidity of its progrefs towards 
completion; ina word, with all-the artiftces 
which trading people in every part of the 
world are accuftomed.-to employ in the: dif- 
pofal of their wares, and which are perfeétly 

known, 
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known, and amply practifed: in this new 
world, i 
Mr. Law and Mr. Dickinfon, two gentles 
men that had lately arrived from India, and 
both with great wealth, General Howard, . 
General Lee, and two or three wealthy 
Dutch merchants, were the perfons who 
bought the greateft number of lots of Mr. 
Morris; but none more than Mr. Law, who 
purchafed four hundred and forty-five lots. 
The loweft they gave was two hundred and 
ninety-three dollars per lot—or rather five 
pence for each fquare foot, of Maryland 
money ; for all the lots were not abfolutely 
of the fame extent. Many of the lots fold 
for fix, eight, and ten pence per fquare foot 3 
the laft comers conftantly paying a higher 
price, and the fituation of the lots alfo mak- 
ing a differencein their value. Some of the 
more recent purchafers, in order to have one 
or more of the entire {quares into which the 
whole was divided, or for other purpofes of 
their {peculations, made their purchafes of 
the commiffioners, paying at the fame rate 
for them. The bargains were all clogged 
with the fame conditions to build as that of 
Vor. Il. of Mr. 
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Mr. Morris. The number of lots fold in 
this manner amounted to fix hundred. Each 
of the purchafers chofe his ground according 
to the opmion he-had of its general advan- 
tages, and of its being in a neighbourhood 
that would the moft readily be filled with 
houfes. The neighbourhood of the prefi- 
dent’s houfe, of the Capitol, of George- 
Town, the banks of the Potowmack, the 
Point, and the banks of the Eaft-branch, 
were the places chiefly chofen by the firft 
purchafers. 

The opinion that the ground marked out 

- for the whole city would foon be filled was 
fo general, and the prefident of the United 
States and the commiffioners were fo much 
of the fame opinion, that in their regulations 
they prohibited the cultivating any portion of 
the ground otherwife than for gardens; or 

to build houfes with lef than two ftories, 
or even to build houfes of wood. 

Thefe reculations were, however, fpeedily 
afterwards withdrawn ; and the original pro- 
prietors had liberty to inclofe and cultivate 
at their pleaftire the ground they had not 
difpofed of. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Blodget, one of the moft'confiderable 
and intelligent fpeculators of Philadelphia, 
having purchafed a large quantity of lots, 
under the pretence of forwarding the builds 
ing of the city, but more probably with the 
real motive of difpofing moft feeurely and | 
advantageoufly of his acquifitions, made two 
lotteries for the difpofal of them. The 
principal lot of the firft was a handfome 
tavern, built between the capitol and the 
Prefident’s houfe, valued at fifty thoufand 
dollars; the three principal lots of the fe- 
cond were three houfes to be erected near 
the capitol, of the refpective value of twenty- 
five thoufand, fifteen thoufand, and ten 
thoufand, dollars. Thefe lotteries were 
made before the prohibition’ of the ftate of 
Maryland to make private lotteries, without 
the authority of the legiflature. They were 
powerfully patronized: by the commuiflioners, 
who confidered them as the means of ad- 
vancing the building of the city. It appears 
that thefe lotteries were attended with the 
effec& propofed to himfelf by Mr. Blodget, 
that of gaining a large profit on the difpofal 
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of his lots, and that he was the only perfon 
10t deceived in the tranfaétion. | . 
The {peculations of Mr. Morris, and the 
fucceeding purchafers, had not the fame rapid 
fuccefs.. After the plan of the city had. been 
for a while admired for its beauty and mag- 
nificence, people began to perceive that it 
was too extenfive, too gigantic, for the 
actual citcumftances of the United States, 
and even for thofe which muft follow for 
a feries of years, admitting that no inter- 
vening ‘accidents arrefted the progrefs of 
their profperity, It was difcovered that the 
immenfe extent of ground marked out for 
the city would not be fo fpeedily covered 
with houfes as was expeéted; and every 
proprietor of lots intrigued to get the neigh- 
bourhood of his lots firft inhabited. From — 
that inftant the common intereft ceafed, and 
the proprietors became rivals, Each began 
to build in his own quarter, with the hope . 
of drawing thither the new-comers. Each. 
vaunted of the advantages of that fide of the. 
city where his property lay, and depreciated 
others. The public papers were no longer. 
| * filled 
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filled with the excellenciés of Federal-City, 
but with thofe of one or other of ifs quarters. 
The commiffioners. were not altogether 
clear from this venal conteft. Two of them 
pofleffed lots.near George-Town; and. if 
that had not been the cafe, their habits and 
prejudices relative to the city would. have 
determined their opinion as to the advan- 
tage of beginning to build in. one quarter 
or another, and would not have permitted 
them to remain indifferent {pe€tators of the 
emulation of the feveral proprietors, | 
There were four principal quarters to 
which different intereits had drawn the 
greate{t number of houfes. The inhabitants 
of George-Town, who had purchated a 
great many lots in their neighbourhood, 
maintained that a {mall town already built 
was the proper {pot to begin the new city, 
by facilitating and augmenting its refources. 
They. boafted of the port of George-Town, 
and reprefented the commerce already be- 
longing to. the place as a favouravle open- 
ing to the general commerce of the city. 


The proprietors of. lots near the. Point 
declared that fituation to be the moit airy, 
na Ss healthy, 
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healthy, and beautiful in the city; advan- 
tageous to commerce, as it lay along the 
banks of both riversy and as being a central 
fituation between the capitol and the Prefie 
dent’s houfe, from each of which it was 
equally diftant, 

The proprietors of the Eaft-branch con- 
temned the port of GeorgesTown, and the 
banks of the Potowmack, which are not fe- 
cure in winter from fhoals of ice; they dee 
cried the Point, which, placed between the 
two rivers, was far from being able coms 
pletely to enjoy the advantage of either; 
and boatted of their own port, becaufe of its 
great depth, and its fecurity from ice, and 
from the moft prevailing winds, They 
vaunted of their vicinity to the capitol, 
which muft be the common centre of af- 
fairs, it being the place of the fittings of 
the Congrefs, and ii which all.the members 
mutt meet, at leaft once im the day, and 
from which their diftance was not mof¢ 
than three quarters of a mile,~”: 

The proprietors in the neighbourhood of 
the capitol contended, that Federal-City 
was not neceflarily a commercial town; that 


the 
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the effential point was to raife. a city for 
the eftablifhment of the Congrefs and go+ 
vernment; that the natural progrefs was, 
firft to build houfes round the capitol, and 
then to extend them towards the Prefident’s 
houfe, which, although of a fecondary con- 

. fideration, was neverthele{s next in impor- 
tance to the capitol; and that every effort 
fhould be. made, for the convenience of Con- 
grefs and the facilitating of public affairs, 
to unite, by a continuation. of ftreets and 
buildings, thefe two principal points of the 
government. 

Thus each proprietor fupported with his 
arguments the interefts of the quarter where 
the mafs of his property lay; but he built 
notwithftanding with great caution, and 
with a conftant fear of fome of the oppofite 
interefts. prevailing. 

The commiffioners, to whom, was ene 
trufted the erection of public edifices, were 
accufed by the proprietors that lay ata dif- 
tance from George-Town of paying an un- 
due attention to the completion of the Prefi- 
dent’s houfe, which was in their neighbour- 
hood; of defigning to eftablith the public 

| Sf4 offices, 











632 TRAVELS THROUGH 


offices there, and, confequently, to negle& 
the capitol; in a word, of being partial to 
George-Town ‘to the injury of: the ‘three 
other quarters of the town. 

Each of thefe opinions relative to the 
{pot at which they fhould begin to build’ the 
city might find advocates, even among dif 
inthecited people, regarding only the public 
advantage; but the public advantage was no 
motive of any of the rival parties, 

This ftate of things continues at prefent. 
The Prefident’s houfe is fufficiently advanced 
to be covered in this year ; that wing of the 
capitol ‘which is at prefent begun (for the 
plan of that edifice is fo extenfive, that the 
execution of two thirds of it has been aban- 
doned to’an indefinite period), may, perhaps, 
be covered in during the fucceeding year ; 
and about a hundred and fifty houfes are 
{cattered over the vaft furface traced out for 
the city, each of the four coritending quar- 
ters having from thirty to forty, for the mott 
partivery diftent from each other, 

The publicity of thefe circumftances is 
no doubt one of the principal hindrances of 
an acceffion of new adventurers. ~The fame 

caufes 
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caufes have checked the efforts of the pre- 
{ent proprietors ; among whom Mefirs. Mor- 
ris, Nicholfon, and Greenleaf; are moreover 
embarraffed by the ftate of their affairs, 
“Raving ‘pledged their property for the pay- 
ment of their debts, and being in fact dif- 
abled from making the neceffary advances 
‘to retrieve their affairs, or even to fulfil their 
conditions ‘of their contraét in building. 
Laft year they built, or began, forty houfes 
of brick, in different parts of the city. 
From the ‘concurrence of thefe circum- 
{tances, it is to be expeéted that few houfes 
will be begun this year. This at leaft is 
the general apprehenfion of the perfons moft 
interefted in the growth of the city. Few 
lots are at prefent fold; there is more public 
fear, but efpecially more jealoufy among the 
proprietors, than any other difpofition ; and 
thefe are not favourable to the profperity of 
the new eftablifhment. Federal-City has 
alfo’ enemies in the ftate of Pennfylvania, 
who reluctantly fee the Congrefs on the eve 
of departing from them; and even in many 
parts of the {tates of Virginia and Maryland, 
who regret the fums which the public ex- 


penditure 
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penditure will draw to this point, each 
being eager more immediately to partake of 
the advantage. ; 
He who contemplates the fubjeét, without 
intereft and paffion, having caft his eye over 
the limits of this great plan for a city, need 
not enter into the particular circumftances 
that aggravate the evil, to augur unfavoure 
ably on the promptitude of the execution of 
the plan, or even of its practicability, The 
idea of forming_a city for the feat of the ge- 
neral government, having no dependence on 
any of the ftates, is at once grand and de 
lightful. ‘The fite of the city, as I have al- 
ready obferved, is well chofen; if indeed 
it had not been more politic to place the 
Congrefs at a diftance from a maritime city, 
to preferve it from the real danger of the 
direct influence iof commerce on its delibe- 
rations. ‘The plan of the city is both judi- 
cious and noble; but it is in faét the gran- 
deur and magnificence of the plan which 
renders the conception no better than a 
dream, 
The plan of the city, I have already ftated, 
‘includes four thoufand one hundred and. 


twenty 
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twenty-four acres. Of thefe, feyen hun- 
dred and twelve are allotted to fixteen 
{treets, feverally bearing the names of the 
. fixteen ftates; to other ftreets of lefs mag- 
nitude, fquares, and public gardens, ‘The 
three thonfand four hundred and twelve 
acres which remain, being the property of 
the original proprietors and the Union, con- 
tain twenty-three thoufand lots of houfes, 
exclufive of three thoufand feet of lots. fet 
afide for quays, whofe price the commif- 
fioners have fixed at fixteen pence per foot, 
in the front, with about eighty feet in depth, 
fome of which, but yery few in number, 
being already fold, | 

The capitol is at the diftance of one mile 
and a half from the Prefident’s houfe ; and 
three quarters of a mile, at. leaft, from the 
neareft part of that quarter on the banks 

of the river, where the interefts of come ° 
merce will draw merchants, if ever they 
eftablith themfelves in any number in this 
city, together with the different defcriptions 
of perfons depending on them, Exclufive 
of the inconvenience of the great diftance 
between the place where the Congrefs holds 
its 
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its fittings, and the Prefident’s houfe, which 
will be every day more felt, it will require 
more than three hundred houfes to fill the 
interval, without extending the buildings on 
either fide. Houfes muft alfo be built round 
the capitol, and round the Prefident’s houfe, 
to fupply the neceffaries of thefe eftablifh. 
ments. ‘Thus, to eftimate the houfes to 
make the junction between thefe two points 
at five hundred, would be to make the come 
putation too low; and, after all, this would 
form only a fingle ftreet, of which there 1 is 
not even a Gate houfe built. 

This quarter, no doubt, is a convenient 
refidence for the members of Congrefs, and 
a fit place for the building a few fhops and 
taverns; but it is not the fpot on which 
either people of bufinefs in general, or thofe 
who prefer the moft agreeable fituation, will 
be drawn. It is befide the quarter where 
the prefent proprietors have the leaft in- 
ducement to build, the greater part of their 
lots being fituated at a diftance, and if the 
interval is not filled, the communication 

* between thefe two important points will be 


impracticable in winter ; for it is {carcely to 
; be 
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be fuppofed that the government will pave 
and light the ftreets at their own expence. 

Two thoufand houfes would not fill one of 
the other quarters of this vaft city, fo as to 

_° connect it with either of the two principal 
points, the capitol, or the Prefident’s houfe ; 
and if even any one.of the quarters was filled . 
up, the other quarters, which the prefent 
pofleffors of lots are deeply interefted in 
completing alfo, would be deftitute of habi- 
tations, or would be fo feparated from the 
quarter that fhould be completed, as to be 
nothing better than fo many villages per~ 
fectly cut off from the town. 

Cities have, indeed, in general commenced. 
with a {mall number of houfes, to which 
others have been fucceflively added; but 
here there are two centres, at the diftance 
of a mile and a half from each other. And 
it is to be confidered that this city ought to 
be already formed for the reception nt the 
Congrefs, the Prefident, and the foreign 
minifters. It ought to be completed fo far 
as to afford thefe public charaéters the ac- 
commodations to which they are entitled ; 
and which they will be the lefs difpofed to 

facrifice, - 
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facrifice, as they have been accuftomed to 
enjoy them in Philadelphia to the whole 
extent of which America is fufceptible. 
When it is faid, as I hear it continually 
repeated here, that the actual’ refidence of 
the government will promptly draw after — 
it all the accommodations neceflary, it is 
forgotten that thofe who are the members 
of this government, and their dependants, 
little taken with the idea of this key-ftone 
of the arch of federalifm, will not patiently 
fee themfelves deprived, even fora while, of 
the moft fimple conveniences of life. And 
when perfons, paying little regard to the 
convenience of thefe public charatters, rely 
on the faith of Congrefs, and expect to fee 
the government transferred to Federal-City 
in 1800, they do not reafon with more fore- 
fight ; for, even if that fhould happen, which 
} "abe but which many doubt, that the 
government of the United States will be 
eftablithed in Federal-City in 1800, to’ dif- 
charge the engagements of the Congrefs, 
‘and in fome degree to juftify the public ex- 
penditure of money there, the general dif- 


: content of thofe who compofe the govern- 
ment 
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ment would render this merely a temporary 
meafure, which would be fucceeded by {till 
more difaftrous effects than the continuation 
of the feat of the government where it is. 
There is lefs public fpirit in this part of the 
world than in Europe; or at leaft of that 
fpecies of public fpirit which facrifices par- 
ticular interefts to the general welfare, or 
even to the vain-glory of accomplifhing a 
great national work. What are called con- 
venience, eafe, and comfort, are not perhaps 
exactly the fame} things that receive thofe 
names in Europe ; but whatever extent the 
Americans give to thefe things, they eagerly 
embrace them, cleave to them, and: will 
poffefs them at any price: and it muft be 
acknowledged, it would not be greatly ex- 
ageerating the idea of comfort, to defire to 
be in fafety from being plunged in the mud 
for want of pavements, or breaking one’s 
neck for want of lamps. And thefé muft 
be wanting in Federal-City for many years 
to come, from the too great extent of the 
plan, and the diftance between the two cen- 
tres of public affairs, 


Ufually, 
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Ufually, in the .eftablifhment of a citys 
the firft proprietors and the firft inhabitants 
heartily concur in the fuccefs of the enters 
prize. In this place all the ftrength of the 
community is loft. There is no common 
effort, becaufe the interefts of the feveral 
individuals are really different. ‘Thofe who 
purchafed lots of the commiflioners with 4 
condition of building, endeavour to relieve 
themfelves from the condition. The un-. 
fortunate fituation of the affairs of Melirs. 
Morris, Nicholfon, and Greenleaf, has, in 
faét, relieved them from it. Thofe who 
purchafed fhares from them avail themfelves 
of their incapability to fue them, and ne- 
gleét the condition of which thofe unfortu- 
nate men are suarantees to the government. 
The commiffioners a& with more or lefs in- 
dulgence to the proprietors of lots, fome= 
times waving, and fometimes enforcing the 
obligation to build. They perceived, that if 
even the conditions were {tri¢tly executed in 
the fix or feven hundred lots they had fold, 
they would not yield more than the fame 
number of brick houfes, which being i 
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tered through the’ creat extent of the city 
would ‘contribute in’ no Teh pra ean degree to 
its completion. | | 
‘In the café of a town erowing in the - 
fame {pot fron motives of commeice, it 
would naturally commence in’ the qiarter 
mott convenient to trade, and would increafe 
with more or lefs rapidity in proportion as 
its advantages were felt. Each of the new 
inhabitants, having a complete intereft ‘n the 
improvement of the place, and coming with 
an entire free will, would cheerfully fibmit 
to the inconveniences of a new-fortied efta- 
blifhment, with a conviction that’ one by 
one ‘they would difappear,' fince the natural 
advantages the fituation afforded: to come 
merce, being the balis' df the ‘eftablithment, 
it could’ not fail of fuccefs, and meanwhile 
the increafing gain of the individuals would 
contribute to their patience. In Federal: City 
the cafe is quite otherwife. It has ho other 
bafe than the Union of the feveral ftates; and 
if this foundation is not already deftroyed, it 
cannot be denied, that it is at leaft (haken jn 
that’ degree to excite diftruft -in‘all {pecu- 
lations that muft reft on its folidity for their 
Vor. III. Tt {uc- 
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faccefs. Commerce is no more than a fe- 
condary object in this city, and fuch of its in- 
habitants as are engaged in commerce, are, 
for the moft part, at fuch a diftance from 
the quarter that is the feat of the govern- 
ment, that two or three large towns might 
ftand in the {pace between them. The. ma- 
jority of the members of Congrefs will come 
to this city with a diffatisfaction to the plan, 
and a difpofition to decry and exaggerate its 
defe&ts. Such among them as we may fup- 
pofe to be inimical to the federal govern- 
ment, and confequently to. the eftablifhment 
of this place, will find in the enormous pub- 
lic expences already incurred here, and thofe 
full greater that mutt hereafter be incurred, 
an ample field for their oppofition which 
will gain acceflion of numbers from the ine 
convenience to which all will be fubject. 
It is impoffible to overlook the influence 
which in. every country in the world the 
tempers and views of individuals have on 
public affairs; or if overlooked, it is mife- 

rably to mifunderftand human nature. 
There are, moreover, a multitude of pow- 
erful reafons that give probability to the 
opinion, 


; 
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opinion; that the Union will not remain un- 
broken for a great number of years: There 
are fo many fymptoms of its diffolution, that 
itis idle to imagine that Federal+City will 
arrive at the execution of the tenth part of 

its plan, before that event, which a thou- ~ 
fand circumftances may haften, fhall take 
place. The prevalence of thefe reafons with 
many Americans, who dwell.on them either 
from an apprehenfion of their folidity, or a 
defire of their being verified, is in itfelf an 
obftacle to the growth of the city, without 
thofe difficulties it otherwife muft encounter. 
From this combination of circumftances, 
which I have endeavoured to detail as briefly 
as poflible, © no perfoh can conclude, that 
Federal-City, laid out and even begun as it 
is, will ever reach that degree of improve- 
ment to render it even a tolerable abode for 
the kind of perigee for whom it was de- 

figned. 

_. We are not to be furprized that the au- 
thors of the plan gave it fo great an extent, 
for it is probable balou? to the dignity: 
of their project to defcribe a vait plan which 
they left to time to fill up. But it is.im- 
£-t2 poffible 
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patible to confider with too tuch aftonithi 
meut the conduct of thofe who prefided over 
the commencement “of the ‘tity, which’ wag’ 
of a nature to render it mpradticable a plan 
that time. might fooner of later have’ for- 
warded, if politicat ‘events had ‘hot inter 
poted - in oppofition. - We cannot fufficiently 
wonder, that they did not apply their efforts 
fo one point; for inftance, that they ‘did not 
proteé: and encourage the firtt buildings by 
the natural aid of George- Town, which, had 
they commenced in its vicmity, final as it 
is, would “have been ati ‘important motive to 
an “influx of adventurers. But if the poor 
3 vanity 6f Commencing Pederal-City inde= 
pendent Sf the tefources $f George-Town, 
ought to have prevented the sl gisinedibattent 
of eae clofe to that town, mo one place 
has been choféa for the cémmencement with 
probability of fuecefS. “ At prefent the mif- 
chief appears to me irreparable ; at Téatt,. 
fatal to the objects which artt § gave birth t to 
this eftabhithinent. ae 
: | “Five” hundred thowtalid déttars have al- 
. sey been ‘expended On the” part” “of the 


public, nd nothi ng is. éretted but the walls, 
= timbersy. 
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timbers, and ftaircafes, of a wing of the capi- 
tol, and the prefident’s houfe. To complete 
thefe two buildings, and .to erect others for 
the different dena tients of the. adminiftra~ 
tion, fix hundred thoufand dollars are till 
wanting, on the computation of the com- 
eviifichars themfelves ; and even then there 
will be no courts of juftice, prifons, churches, 
pavements, lamps, fountains, or + public g gat- 
dens. | 3 

‘No doubt it is ‘poltbie 4 it 1s eyen ‘pro- 
bable,. that fome parts of the: bank of the 
Potowmack, and, of. the Eatt- branch, will 
draw, inhabitants for the purpofes of com- 
merce, ‘and that one or more towns will be 
eftablithed on thofe. rivers ; ; and this proiped 
may be a compen fation for the purchafers of 
lots in thofe quarters, but. it 4s nothing. to 
Federal- City. 

In co llecting the information T ree giver 
my reader on this fubjeét, and the little that 
I haye to fay further re{pedting it, and j in im- 


. 


partially. obferving the , paflions and preju- 
dices of the maj: rity. of thofe from whom I 
made my enquiries, I was led more than 


once - to the iat between ‘the Lr man 


£2k3 “who 
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who employs his property and time in clear- 
ing and fettling a large tract of land, and 
the perfon who is engaged with others in 
the eftablifhment of a new city. The for- 
mer can fucceed only by collecting round 
him a number of families to whom it is his 
intereft to fell his lands at a low price, and 
to whole profperity of courfe he contributes, 
The pooreft man is for his purpofes a good 
occupier of his crounds. In conferring be- 
nefits on others, he increafes his own welfare 
and happineis ; he multiplies three-fold, nay — 
ten-fold, the value of the lands that he holds. 
till in his own poffeffion, by the neighbour- 
hood of the inhabitants he has drawn around 
him. ‘The happinefs of others is the proper 
element of his fuecefs. If he is of a humane © 
difpofition, he finds a multiplicity of occa- 
fions to do good without anjury to himfelf. 
Tt is indeed his intereft to be benevolent. | 
Every inftance of his expenditure is alfo 
turned to the public advantage ; it is a fer- 
vice he renders, a pleafure he affords, to his 
colony; and no expence judicioufly applied is 
prejudicial to his fortune 3 on the contrary, it 
inceflantly augments his wealth; as his co- 


lony 
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lony increafes, more wealthy fettlers prefent 
themfelves, and his lands fell at a price he 
could not have procured without the pre- 
vious exercife of his benevolence. When 
his colony has made a ftill greater progrefs, 
the produce of lands formerly waite, is a new 
and real fource of wealth to the ftate to 
which it is fubje@t, and a new mats of pro- 
du@tions for merchants and confumers. His 
condition ‘is at once noble and delightful. 
He lives in rne midft of hufbandmen, con- 
fequently among men of the pureft manners 
and difpofitions, the furthett removed from 
vice of any among the human fpecies. He 
is beloved and efteemed. And all thefe en- 
joyments he commands i a fhort period of 
time, and owes them all to himfelf. If be- 
fore the commencement of his enterprize 
he was virtuous, he is become better by 
the very means he employed to enlarge his 
fortune. His heart is improved fimply by 
the contemplation of the good he has ef- 


feted. In a word, he is more happy than 


ever. There are many examples of this 
kind in America, and among the moft emt- 
‘nent of them is Captain Williamfon of Ge- 
| Tta4 nefee, 
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nefee, who by an undertaking of this nature 
has augmented: his fortune as greatly as he 
has increafed the efteem in which he was 
held. | “; tg 
He, on the contrary, who is engaged i in 
the eftablifhment of. a new city, can rarely 
confine.to himielf the conduét of the enter~ 
prize. If he-is not counteracted in the whole 
of his views, he is fure to be fo in the greater 
part of them. ‘The poorer inhabitants that 
he receives on;his eftate are of no advantage 
to him, » They. are even burthenfome, ag 
they occupy..the {pace that he withes to fill 
with others, whofe wealth may advance his 
fortune. Benevolence is banifhed from his 
fyftem, by the neceflary calculations of his 
intereft.- If thofe calculations induce him 
to expend fums for buildings, it is to erett 
taverns, thops, to open billiard-tables, and to 
create lotteries; in a word, to furnifh the 
means of diffipation and. pleafure—that is to 
fay, the means of prodigality and vice, It 
as fuch objects as thefe that draw crowds of 
mhabitants to Cities, and without them cities 
will never be extenfive. When this adven- 
turer fees his city increafing i in population, \ 
| | | s 
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is only to feé a.conflict ‘of, interefts, to con- 
template jealoufies daily arifing, and enmities 
making.'godd their, footing. Ana when,: at 
length; .after vears of innumerable vexations 
and. inceffant. anxiety, he| has. gathered in- 
habitants to. the extent he,propofed, he has 
only drawn reund him rivals and opponents, 
while-he has'dene nothing for the real..wel- 
fare of’ focietys:, He may, have, increafed his 
wealth, but he-waill not have added one. to 
the number of bis benevolent: fentiments ; 
and even fuch as he. might-have.had..be- 
fore the conimencement of his undertaking 
will be defaced by the fpeéacle.. he..was | 
obliged-to witnefs, and the injuftice to which 
he was fubjeéted... If his mind is not wholly 
corrupted, it. will be the refidence..of.re- 
morfe ; but more probably his heart,will be 
hardened. | It is to, be feared; that fome. of 
my friends will laugh.at my mode of view= 
ing, thefe things, but they have my fenti- 
ments in their native. colours. ; If; in the 


comparifon Ij have drawn, 1. had contem- 
plated the founders of Federal-City;. my 
picture of a new city would have been more 

difgufting, 
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difgufting, but would not have been the lefs 
juft. | 
I have fomething more to add relative to 
Federal-City, although what I have {aid on 
the fubjeét has already run to too great a 
length. . The numberof its inhabitants is at 
prefent very inconfiderable, and they are fo 
icattered, that if they were lefs. occupied 
with their fpeculations, rivalry, and hatreds, 
they ‘could ftill form no fociety. ~ They vifit 
Itkke people in the country, living at a dif 
tance from each other. ‘The tradefmen and 
Jabourers for the moft part refide at George- 
Fown, where the inhabitants of the other 
quarters are obliged to fend for almoft all 
sréceffartes. The few fhops that are in the 
heart of Federal-City are miferably provided, 
and exceflively dear ; and the workmen are 
the very refufe of that clafs, and neverthe- 
fefs very high in their demands.  Provifions 
are furnifhed almoft by chance; and this is 
fo abfolutely- the cafe with refpec to but+ 
chers’ meat, efpecially beef, that during the 
fix days I paffed there I never once faw any. 
Ecos are brought from time to time from 

the 
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the country, but neither con{tantly nor often. 
In fhort, I have not been in any of the ob- 
fcureft parts of America, where | found pro~ 
vifions fo badly furnifhed. | 
The ftone of which the capitol and pre- 
fident’s houfe are built is extremely white, 
and the workmanfhip is excellent ; but I do 
not admire the archite€ture of thofe build- 
ings. The {tone is a {pecies of granite, and 
js ftrong, yet not fufficiently fo to refift the 
fevereft kind of froft; it is taken from a 
quarry near the Potowmack, at thirty miles 
below the city. At the fame diftance above 
the city are quarries of fine white marble, 
and of a-red marble with veins; and alfo a 
quarry of flate. Lime-ftone is found near 
the Potowmack, but at the diftance of fixty 
miles above the city. The interior naviga- 
tion, ‘from the Potowmack to the Eaft- 
branch, for the forming of which the firft 
lottery is at prefent drawing, is not yet be- 
cun ; but the workmen have orders to af- 
fembie for its commencement in a month. : 
Two {mall creeks pafs through the city, the 
water from which may be conveyed to any 
part, One, which js called Tyber-creek, has 
its 
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its fource at fome miles diftance from the 
city ;,above which it is elevated feventy- 
eight, feet, and may therefore be carried to 


any height that may be, wanted in any of the 
buildings, 


| GEORGE. TOWN, ei4 

as fimall bie which is feparated from 
the 4 new city by a creek called Rock-ball- 
creek, lands upon feveral {mal] 1} hills, which 
render its, afpect pleafing ; but the commu- 
nications between its. feveral parts are dif- 
ficult. Some years fince the commerce of 
this place was. confiderable, but at prefent it 
is much, diminithed. 

In 17 Ql the total value of its ‘exportation 
amounted to 314,864 dollars; in 1792, to 
3485530. dollars 5 in 1793, to. 364 537 dol- 
lars ; in: 1794, to 128,924 dollars:; in. 1795, 
to 196,790 dollars; and i in. 1796, to 159,868 
dollars. :Lobacco, corn, and feeds, form the 
chief articles of exportation from..George- 
Town; - It,.re- -exports directly a very {mall 
quantity ¢ of foreign articles, and is eyen com- 
pelled to fend to other ports that are better 

markets 
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markets ‘thuch of the ‘nverchandize* brought 
from Europe in its veflels. Its imports have 
alfo decreafed sin 1792 the: value!of them 
amounted td 09; 973 dollars; in F7Q3;)>tO 
87,400 dollars’; -'in 1794, ‘to 139,964 dollars; 
in 1795,° to’ 153,584 dollats ; and in 1796; 
to 29,193 dollars.:* "Phe fhipplis it employs 
in 1ts foreign tradé, iv'at prefent about 2,500 
tons’; and in its ‘eoafting trade nearly a thou- 
fand tons. | OLEH : 
The diminution of ‘the culture of tobacco 
is one of the caufes of the ‘decay of its com- 
merce: in 1702 it exported 9,444 hoefheads; 
and in 1796 hd more than 2,461. © But {pe- 
culations i inthe lots’ of Féderal- City ig a more 
powerful cafe “of that’ decay.’ They: have 
turned a great part of the ‘capital of the mer- 
chants into that: channel, ahd. confequently 
diverted it from’ the trade of the place. 
Shares in the bank of this town, which were 
held ‘by many of thofe merchants, have fallen 
through the fame caufes from forty dollars, 


their original price, to thirty. This bank, 
eftablifhed by the narne of Columbia Bank, 
had originally a capital of 400,000 ‘dollars, 
divided into ten thoufand’ fhares. Its capi- 

: tal 
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tal was augmented with 150,000 dollars, by 
an act of the legiflature of Maryland in its 
laft fefhon: it is employed in the fame fer- 
vices as all the other banks of America. 
The notes it has in circulation. are for the 
moft part of the value of a dollar, and they 
are current at Alexandria, and-all the weft- 

erm parts of Maryland as far as Baltimore. 
‘Phe ftores of George-Town are ufually 
furnifhed from Baltimore ; it is at that port 
that the fhips belonging to George-Town 
generally difpofe of their cargoes in returning 
from Europé. The merchants of this place 
expect to fee their trade revive, from the 
completion of the two canals of the large 
and little falls of the Potowmack, the re- 
mainder of the navigation of that river be- 
ing cleared from obitacles.. They then ex- 
pect to be the medium of exporting the pro- 
duce of the countries watered by the Potow- 
mack and the rivers that fall into it, which 
at prefent can be conveyed to George-Town 
only by land, at as high a price as the con- 
veyance of them to Baltimore, which from 
its fituation has the advantage of the towns 
on the banks of the Potowmack; where the 
| price 
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price of the. carriage of flour by land is three 
dollars per barrel: it will be only eight fhil- 
lings and fix pence by water. This advan-~ 
tage will be communicated alfo to the Eait- 
branch in Federal-City, and Alexandria. - 
The merchants of George-Town perfuade 
themfelves that they will reap the greater 
part of the benefit of thefe navigations. 
Being placed the firft on the route of thofe 
who will bring their produce from the coun- 
tries above the city, and being provided with 
warehoufes to receive goods, it. will be a 
faving of money and time, in veffels com- 
ing down the river, to difpofe of their car- 
goes at George-Town.. They affert, that 
the port.of this place, that is to fay, the part 
of the river that may be converted to that 
purpofe, will hold a great number of vefiels 
with fecurity ; and the danger from {fhoals 
of ice, which they do not deny to exift 
during two months, they obferve, may be 
avoided by veffels ufing the Eaft-branch for 
that period. | . 
~ Phe inhabitants.of the. banks of the Eaft- 
branch truft-to the depth and fecurity of thet 
river, to draw all the commerce of the place 


to 
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to themfelves ; and they do not doubt, that, 
even the merchants of George- Town will 
foon find the advantage, and remove there, 
They are fecure from the ice; and the in- 
terior canal between the Potowmack and 
them will, they imagine, direétly afford them 
all the advantages of that great river, 

The inhabitants of Alexandria pfetend, 
that participating in like manner of the ad- 
vantages of the navigation of the Potowmack 
through the canal, they have, moreover, the 
advantage of a commerce long eftablifhed 
and ibe is daily increafing—an ‘advantage 
that is not to be eiuriterbulaieed by the aie 
ference of five miles’ more of failing, “which 
cannot deter veffels’ from proceeding to the 
market where they can both fell and buy to 


<- al’ 


greater advantage. 
Time will this which of thefe hae’ places 
argues with the greateft truth. “T think the 
argument is in favour of Alexandria. o 
At George-Towmn there is a very hand- 
fome {mall Catholic college, maintained by 
| private donations and fubfcriptions. aoe 
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FALLS “OF THE POTOWMACK. 


Ap excurfion’ that ‘I madé to the falls 
gave me an opportunity of feeing the canals, 
which are forming for the pur pote of avoid- | 
ine: thei, and are-the undertaking of the 
Potowmack Conipany. The canal’ of the 
Smaller Jails is eftirély finifhed ; it is 4 mile 
and: a Half -in “Tength 3 four locks ten feet 
high, placed’ at its ‘upper extremity, ¢onvey 
vellel ls down ‘the river. "The ‘fmalter falls 
aré ‘not ftrictly fuch; but the water is fuf- 
‘ficiently checked ‘and difturbed in its courfe 
‘fo refider ‘the navigation ‘immpra@icable, and 
the noife if makes is: ‘confiderable, * Above 
the fmallet- falls; at a place where ‘the Pé- 
“towntack is ‘confined to “a narrow pallage 
‘between mountains, a bridge has been lately 
-éreéted, of the fame kind ‘ds the ‘bridge ‘of 
‘Meérymack,"néar Neéwbiiryeport; in Muafla- 
chufetts: the fame architect was employed 
in both: * The bridge” over the ‘Potowmack 
{8 dre hunted and twenty ‘feet'in the {pan ; 
it is muéh admired here; becaufe the people 
8Voxr. II. Uu ink 
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in this place have no knowledge of tlie arts, 
but is indeed difgufting for its heavinefs, 
having an immenfe quantity of timber and 
iron wafted on it, that would have been 
{pared in Europe, and with it a great part of 
the expence. 

The canal of the great falls is alfo finithed, 
excepting the locks, which are to be ten in 
number. ‘The height of the falls themfelves 
is feventy-eight feet, and the defcent from 
the upper end of the canal to the lower end 
is about ninety feet. ‘To make fome ufe of 
the canal in its prefent ftate, till the locks 
can be conftructed, large mnfaffes of earth 
are left to check the rapidity of the water ; 
vellels proceed to the place where thefe are, 
and the barrels of flour, and hogfheads of 
tobacco, which are the principal articles — 
brought down the river, are roiled down an 
inclined plane made of wood (for this tem- 
porary. ufe), to vefiels that wait for them 
below. | cote 

The great fall of the Potowmack 1s 
beautiful, and deferves to be vifited by all 
who arrive in this neighbourhood ; but if 

the. 


= : i 


ee 
~ 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, Xc. €59 


the traveller has feen that of Niagara, he 
will not be ready to compare any other with 
that fublime cataract. 

The fall of the Potowmack is about half 
a mile acrofs; it prefents a very fine fight; 
and the effeét of the rocks, with which the 
country every-where abounds, adds greatly 
to its beauty. The inhabitants of its vici- 
nity employ fragments of thefe rocks for the 
foundation of their -houfes, fome of which 
indeed are entirely built of them. On the 
other fide of the Potowmack, from the 
{maller to the great falls, the banks, though 
not very well-cultivated, are pleafin 
abound with fine fituations. 

The ftate of Maryland is at prefent mak- 
ing a road along the banks of the river from 
George-Town to the bridge. This toad is 
made in a very excellent manner, and will 
be pleafant when finifhed ; it however ap- 

_ peared to me to be a little too narrow. The 
workmen employed in it are paid eleven 
dollars per month with their board; they 
are white men, and generally Infhmen, 
and new comers. Almoft every year a 
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veflel filled: With Irith dabburets arrives: at: 
George: ‘Lown, | ol hehe | 
Bricks are epee at George-Tawin ail 
Pederal-Citys. and are. fold! for. fix dollars per 
thoufand. ‘Lime «is at prefent; fold:for four 
doliars':per’ barrel :: as lime+ftone i$ found in 
abutidance,; it is expe&ed that when the'na- 
vigation/ {hall be'entirelyopen, . theaprice of 
lime: wall: be‘ reduced to one ‘halfa ¥ Jom - 
George-"Fown us the :county townwof: 
Montedinery’ mn Maryland. -The-population: 
of this county amownts to eighteen thoufand: 
fouls ; of «which there. ate more) than’ ‘fix: 
thoufand::flaves.” It 1s. feparated fromthe: 
county of Princes\George *by Roek-creek.. 
‘Fhus all the; new. part. of ithe city belongs 
to this latter county,:and;:' by the provifions: 
of the law relative to.this* fabjeét,, will:con-) 
tine to belong:to it-till the government of 
the: United: States is? Sere ii eftablithods at: 
ederal-Citye. oiritt-g ser Cth ee 
pie + pe tees Me 9 
cod = MR: LAWes aris 29g aaplio 


ri*» ; ‘Wd 4 


All ‘bis time shake I Upafled at. F ederal-City 
| I re- 
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Drefided with Mroliaw.> Lat yearhe very 
much’ indreafed his:domeftic felicity: by mar- 
fyitie an “aiiable wornan, ‘who whites ‘Acz 
complifhinénts, {weetnefs: of manner, and 
a’ charming figtrey ‘to a‘foind undérftanding 
and’ all the qualitiés that contribute tO make 
: the tarred life happy.” lounges on HOU ye 
-“Deantiot, However Felicitate Mr: Law on : 
the {peculation | whith induced ‘him to purl 
chafé'a ‘ntimber'of fots-ity this néw city,’ and 
to choofe it?for! the ‘place of ‘his ‘refidetce. 
It appears to me, that he might have made 
a more prudent’ ahd fortunate ufe of the 
oreat pEODELLY he amafied by many Yate 
tbilt in’ Fhdiae | He? enters every. ‘day’ more 
deeply” into the contcfns of this city,’ with- 
out bei able fincerély to prediét his faccefs. 
His RSPR i is ‘fuperior’ to the’ ereatett for 
tines! in’ Améfica}! ‘atid he might’ hate lived 
‘on his Own revenues with iplendeiér, ‘happy 
‘Himifelg, “atid making! ‘others {o:' His teniper, 
whith is fincete, AGG jane, and! generous, 
qualified: hin ‘fol’ that thodé’ of life + ‘not- 
withftanding Which, he has wilfully plunged 
himfelf mtd an abyfs of cares: and all the 
“contentions of thistditra@ed city; which ‘not 3 
Uus3 only 
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only prevent the enjoyment of his fortune, 
but even endanger it. He is not himfelf 
very confident of fuccefs, and he is far from 
being avaricious ; but his ardent temper is 
continually deceiving him concerning the 
iffue of the unfavourable circumftances 
which he cannot overlook ; and every day 
his obftinacy on this fubje& increafes, con- 
tinually leading him to new expences in this 
vexatious {peculation. I fear he will not be 
fo fortunate as he deferves to be. 


ALEXANDRIA. 


I went by water from Federal-City to 
Alexandria, which is a diftance only of Ox 
miles. The Potowmack, the whole way 
from one place to the other, is two miles in 
breadth ; and its banks are well cultivated, 
and covered with a confiderable number of 
houfes. The Maryland fide being more 
elevated prefents a finer afpeét. A  fuccel- 
fion of {mall hills and beautiful vallies, inter- 
fe&ed with ftreams, and having clumps of 
trees, and even pleafure-grounds, {cattered 
up and down, give it a very lively appeat- 

ance. 
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ance. The oppofite fide belonging to Vir- 
ginia is not abfolutely flat, but the ground 
does not rife except at a diftance from the 
river, and not in the fame degree as on the 
Maryland fide. It however does not want 
profpeéts which are charming. It is in go- 
ing from Alexandria to Federal-City that 
the traveller has the beft view of this coun- 
.try. The eye is not loft, as in the other 
route, in the immente extent of the Potow~ 
mack; which, continually enlarging, leaves 
nothing to be feen at length but the hori- 
zon. In this paflage the country ~clofes till 
the profpeét is bounded by the chain of 
mountains which form the falls at fifteen 
miles diftance ; and in the intervening fpace, 
the eye refts on the floping ground deftined: 
for the fite of Federal-City, and where al- 
ready there is a fufficient number of houtes 
to ornament the fcene. The: mountains on 
the fide of Maryland and Virginia, which 
decreafe in approaching the Chefapeak, con- 
fequently rife and enlarge on the view in 
: proceeding the other way. The divifion of 
the waters of the Potowmack and the Eaft- 
branch, made by the point of land which is 
Uud 
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the; \fite, of Eedéra!-City,» is, an objed that - 
airefts, the!; attention, and,iwhofe grandeur» 
deducls -nothigg?from ats: beauty. Abas; une, 
queftionabl y,amene, the: iinet: views that, are. 
to,be deen: on apy: tiverod< Ey does not; how>/ 
ever, make ime -ferget: thofe offi Wo ori River 

in. they ftaté-efsNew- Yorks. which,in’ *may: 
opinion aré; @yen preferable); without. fpcak's 
ing:of that mofk:delightful fcene of the pal=t, 
jage on ‘that :river in; theshighlamds:) 9. ravuoy 

eoT'bis is.at>prefent’ the: feafon ‘when thoals- 
of herrings appear-an!the coafts. of Ametitay: 
aiid ini the smivers.communicating!:with the: 
i¢a. LT have.conttantly een’ atievéry: ereekyd: 
number -of - people employed any fifhing for 
them with Joug net8, whiththey drag for ia 
while and. .then. draw 'the!iextremitiess tos! 
gether. “There: is feldom:a' draughtat which! 
they do ‘not. take thoufands.« The igreater: 
parts of. thenm are | inftantly -cured. There! 
is an-immepfe/cdnfumption in every (‘parti 
of America of this {pecies of food, Fret) 
herrings fell:here for four dollars a thoufand) 
Sturgeon is alfé very plentiful in the rivers . 
of this country, but I do not think it iss 
good as the {turgeon in Europe, ‘Alexandria 

135 
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ist beyord ay ‘cothparifon, the handfomett 
tawh th! Virginia, ‘and indeed is among the 
fineft* of ‘the- United States Tt ftdnds oh a 
fall plain, dlevated® however 4 ‘few fect 
above'the’ river, and fo'as not to be*' Hicom= 
moded with'thé watér. “This” towh, whi ch 
was: becutt abéut thirty years fince, is ‘built 
6n’a régilar plan. Streets fatficiciitly wide 
interfect each ' other at right angles ; and 
fpacious' ‘{qudrestadd to its: beauty, conveni- 
énce ‘anid al labrity: ~“Alnroft all the” houfes 
anid warehoufes ' are Of ' brick. Although all 
the building have not an ‘appearance of 
“macni Aoadke, all are cotvenie nt and’ neat; 
and ‘the® hoifes are’ of “two ftories. The 
quays ‘are larée and commodious, and extend 
along the river every day. : a 

THY town’ increafes very rapidly, owing 
to the flourifhing {tate of its commerce, 
which, no doubt, will be ftill improved by 
the opening of the navigation of the Potow- 
mack. pat 

It is maintained by many of thé inhabi- 
tants of Federal- City that the “quays of 
Alexandria are not fo fafé for thipping as 
thofe of the -Eaft-braneh; being more ex- 


pofed 
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pofed to fhoals of ice; and that {mall vef 
fels, defcending the Potowmack, and paffing 
through the canal, will not venture again 
into the Potowmack as far as Alexandria. 
This opinion is not that of the merchants of 
Alexandria ; who, befide, would very. little 
raife the price of flour, which boats would 
bring down the Potowmack, if they were 
even obliged to reload them in larger veffels 
at the canal. Hitherto they have received 
the produce of the upper parts of Virginia 
by land, and the carts which bring them 
conftantly arrive in great numbers. : 

Alexandria carries on a conftant trade. 
with the Weft-India iflands ; and alfo fome 
with Europe. The price of flour here at 
prefent is fix dollars and a half per barrel. 
The population of this town amounts to 
nearly five thoufand fouls, of which there 
are about eight hundred black flaves. It is 
fituated at the diftance of a hundred miles 
from the mouth of the Potowmack, in the 
bay of Chefapeak. 

The value of the exportation of Alexan- 
dria amounted in 1791 to 381,242 dollars; 
in 1792, to 535,592 dollars; in 1793, to 
| 812,889 
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812,889 dollars; in 1795, to 948,460 dol- 
Jars; and in 1796, to more than 1,100,000 
dollars. 

There is a bank at Alexandria, and it 1s 
the only one in Virginia.» It was eftablifhed 
in December 1792 by an act of the legifla- 
ture. Its original capital was 150,000 dol- 
lars, divided into 750 fhares, of 200 dollars 
each. By a law pafied: in December 1795 
it was authorized to augment its capital by 
the addition of 350,000 dollars, divided into 
1750 new {hares.. 

This bank, which was eftablifhed on the 
fame principles, and for the fame purpofe, 
as all the other banks of America, makes a 
dividend from four and a half to five per 
cent half-yearly. It iffues notes to the value 
of a dollar, which are current throughout 
all Virginia, at George-Town, and even for 
the moft part in Maryland. 

The eftablifhment of a bank at Richmond’ 
was authorized by the legiflature of Virginia 
in December 1792. Its capital was to.con- 
fitt of 400,000 dollars, in fhares of 200 dol- 
lars each ; but the fubfcriptions not filling, it 
does not exit. 


JOURNEY 
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i » G8, 2a 
JOURNEY: FROM FEDERAL: CITY To! 
pe ais 


The Gnuaten iat PedétalsCiegy & to: Blas 
deniburgods beautiful:; wthatois: torfayy: nature 
defigned \ibcto be fuchycby:ctheform, -and 
multopheity of the: ddiall hills: :withwhich it 
8 Coveredy:+ The grouidis poory atid as ill 
cultivated as in moft other placesi« Bladen 
barg is.a -fmall village decently: built where 
there is a place for inipecting:! ofwtobacco, 
httle:ufeddat gorefent 5: and: a{chool ofdcon- 
itderable weputation inthe countrys; Blaz 
denfburg isfituated on the: upper’ part ‘of the 
Fafisbranch, at the {pot swhere: it begins ‘to 
be navigable? Not: ‘far! from: one ‘of ‘the 
ftreams which fall mito that river is>afine 
ipring vofomineralwatery which. is feparated 
from the bed of the ftreain only by’ a is of 
land four of five feet in ‘breadthet!s 0” 

From Biadenfburg' to Baltimore the coun- 


try *is! eierpiwhere: hilly,» and’ often ‘not 
unpleafing to the fight. It is filled with 
woods, but of a-very.finall kind;’ and«which 
is pelniee to remain only. for? want ‘of 

hands 
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hands to. clear the .eroyad,.. oF » rather. . for; 
want of capitals to. enable the proprigtors to 
employ the negroesjon, It.) , +. Ap ni dohoties 
It iscfaid that.the ground is Rte at. Sache, 
miles’.diftance fromthe, road. .., Att Vanville 
the, price.of land.is from. fix;-to,twelve dol- 
lars per acre. It produces from “fevens to 
eight, bufhels of corn ; from twelveto fifteen, 
of Indian..wheat:;: from }ten, to, twelve, | of 
barley; and twenty of oats, ieee 
kind of graim- is fown.on,the -beft. Jands: 
received, fimijar-.information . at, ar 
Ewen tynive mules farther on. dt 
At.,eight).qr ten. miles from. Vari le, 
pafiede.the two. branches; of the; Potukent, 
which ;are there. very ynarrow,:-and:.over 
whigh are), thrown..qweoden + bridges,..the 
wortt.and moft:dangerdus\] ever faws. The 
weftern. branch fepatates ;the:, county, of 
Prince. George .from, that of Ann.Arundel. 
Not far from thefe two ftreams‘are the iron- 


x? 


works of Snowden, arid a flitting-mill. The 
country abounds with ores, which is found 
en the furface, as-well as in thé bowels of 
the earth, and in. all, the ftreams. The Pa- 
tapfko, whach lies between Spurries:and Bal- 


timore, 
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tirmore, at eight niiles from the laft place, 
is not more than thirty toifes in breadth. [I 
paffed it in an excellent ferry-boat, which is 
dragged over by the help of a rope. At this 
ferry the Patapfko ceafes to be navigable; 
and here, confequently, according to the 
cuftom of the country, there is a place for 
the infpection of tobacco. It has a {mall 
village built around it, which is called E/k- 
ridge-landing. 

It is on the Patap/ko that Baltimore 1s 
built, or rather on an arm of that river. 
The mouth of the harbour is not more than 

‘ two hundred toifes acrofs, and is confe- 
quently eafy to defend. A fort is eretted on 
a {mall eminence at the point of land which 
feparates the harbour from the river. It 1s, 
like all works of the kind in America, 
poorly conftruéted ; but a little labour and 
expence would render it what it ought to be. 


BALTIMORE. © 


I found Baltimore larger than when I was 
here laft year. Several quays which were 
only begun, and fome even no more than 


projected, 
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projected, were entirely finithed ; and large 
and handfome warehoufes of brick entirely 
built from the ground. In every quarter of 
the town buildings increafe; and there is an 
air of bufineis and plenty throughout the 
whole. 

There are no veffels built at prefent at 
Baltimore, for the fame reafons that put a 
{top to the building of vetfels in other parts 
of Maryland and Virginia. Baltimore has, 
notwithftanding, loft in the courfe of the 
year a great many fhips at fea. This port 
continues to trade to the Weft-Indies; and 
fome of the merchants engaged im that 
commerce have not been unfuccefsful. 

The value of the exports of Baltimore iit 
1791 amounted to 1,576,588 dollars; in 
1792, to 1,843,225 dollars; in 1793, to 
3,084,545 dollars; in 1794, to 5,312,209 
dollars ; in 1795, to 5,542,051 dollars; and 
in 1796, to more than 8,500,000 dollars. 
But that this aftonifhing increafe in the ex- 
portation of this port may not be exagge- 
rated, the augmentation in the price of the 
produce of the Weft-India iflands muft here, 
as in every other part of America, be de- 

du¢ied 
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ducted from the,value of the exports. {There 
are:no merchants here as rich: as thofesof — 
Philadelphia. ». The fortunes»of «this town 
are in their infaney.  Jouxuryois «moti oflly 
lefs in individuals; but islefs general. 1» iis 
I am told that the number of cornamifls 
built. within tén.miles round Baltimore ex- 
ceed fixty.. Some that I faw-nicarsthe town 
“were as: handfome, upon as large a feale, and 
as complete.as any at- Brandywine, 1|/ 
») Ehere-are two banks at Baltimore. "Orie 
-is a branch of the bank of the:United States; 
the other isa bank belonging to»the:towa, 
which: was incorporated in::1791, by aclaw 
of this fate, with a capital of three: hundred 
thoufand . dollars. :» The ftotes of Baltimore 
partake, with Philadelphia imfupplymg ‘thofe 
of Kentucky, .the! territory, of -the weft, arid 
-Teneflee, : ;Philadelphia, . however, would 
not enter into: this competitién with ‘Balti- 
more, were. not ztsicommerce «hore éxten- 
five, and its ftock and‘capital larger, fo that 
-purchafers find a greater variety of ‘affort- 
ments -of ,every. kind therew:rcitzis: faid-alfo 
that the fpirituous. ‘liquors fold! at Baltimore: 


are more adulterated sthanieven thofe fold by 
Ae 
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the merchants of Philadelphia. The mer- 
chants. of Baltirhore allow the traders of 
Kentucky from twenty to five-and-twenty 
per cent profit on their articles, and give a 
twelvemonth’s credit. 

Baltimore, however, may expeét to lofe 
fome of the branches of its commerce from 
the following cautes : 

ift; ‘The entire opening of the naviga- 
tron of the Potowmack, by bringing down 
the corn and other produce’ of the parts 
of Virginia and Maryland watered by that 
river and others which flow into it, will 
give that branch of commerce to George- 
‘Town, Alexandria, and Federal-City ; Bal- 
timore being obliged to procure thefe articles 
by land carriage. | 

2d, A fcheme is undertaken for joining 
the Potowmack above Cumberland with one 
of the branches of the Monongahela, which 
falls into the Ohio; which, if it fucceed, 
will take from Baltimore the market of 
Kentucky, and even of Pittfburg, as articles 
will then be carried to thofe places by water 


through Alexandria and George-Town. 
3d, If the {cheme of uniting the Chefa- 
Vor, Ill. XX peak _ 
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peak-bay with the Delaware-bay, by a ca- 
nal pafling through the eaft of Maryland is 
completed, which appears to be probable, 
the corn of that part of the eaft, and even 
of the weft, which at prefent is carried to 
Baltimore, would be carried to Philadelphia 
and Brandywine, where they would find an 
ample market ; and the more fo, as-flour 
eenerally fells at Philadelphia for a dollar, 
or a dollar and a half, per barreh more than 
at Baltimore. 

The merchants of , Baltimore, who are 
aware-of thefe confequences,, expect that at 
the fame time the Sufquehannah will be 
made entirely mavigable ; and in that ima- 
gine they will have a complete compenta- 
tion. But it appears to me that they de- 
ceive themfelyes in thefe expectations; for 
the articles which are brought. down the 
Sufquehannah will probably take the route 
of the canal that will join the two bays 
when it is. finifhed; and as Philadelphia is 
extremely interefted in the completion. of 
that canal, it is certain that the legiflature 
of Pennfylvania will never confent to the 
works.neceflary to. render the Sufquehannah: 

| navigable= 
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iiavigable--that river flowing chiefly through 
its territory—until the legiflature of Mary- 
Jand fhall confent to the opening of the cas 
nial between the two bays, which is at pres 
fent obftinately oppofed by the merchants of 
Baltimore. 

From thefe obfervations it follows, that 
Baltimore is ill fituated for. commerce ; OWw- 
ing its prefent fucce{s merely to the want of 
other ports in the Chefapeak, and to the ob-= 
ftruGtions to navigation on all the interior 
fivers. | 

The commerce of Baltimore was raifed 
from the funds of the merchants of Phila» 
delphia, who in that place faw a convenient 
éntrepot between themfelves and the back 
countries. It has fince increafed by the capi- 
tals gained by the mérchants, who at frft 
were only factors to thofe of Philadelphia ; 
but the decreafe of its commerce is not 
therefore the lefs probable. 

I went to fee one of the frigates of the 
United States here, and which is one of 
thofe that have been ordered to be finithed: 
fhe wil] be launched in Auguft. I thought 
her too: much encumbered with wood-work 
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— 


ae 


676 TRAVELS THROUGH 


within, but in other refpeéts fhe is a fine 


velfel, being built of thofe beautiful kinds 
of wood, the ever-green oak and cedar: the 
is pierced for thirty-fix guns. 

An inhabitant of Baltimore has ereéted 
an obférvatory on a {mall hill on the other 
fide of the port, from which, with a tele- 
{cope, one fees to the diftance of thirty-five 
miles into the bay. A flag is hoifted on the 
obfervatory, to announce the arrival of. vef- 
fels. This little eftablifhment is not only 
very grateful to the merchants, but in fome 
degree ufeful, and is already encouraged 
with many fubfcriptions. 

A public library is ere€ting by fubfcription 
at Baltimore: two chown. volumes, fome 
good and fome bad, are already collected for 
it. ‘This is the only public ci ds through- 

ut Maryland. 

Baltimore has afforded great affiftance to 


the unfortunate Frenchmen who fled from 


the difaftrous ftate of St. Domingo; in- 
dividuals having confiderably added by fub- 
{criptions to the donations made by the legi- 
flature of the ftate. 


-BUSH- 
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BUSH-TOWN. 


The ground between Baltimore and Bufh- 
Town is ftill worfe, if pofiible, than that 
between Federal-City and Baltimore: the 
Heffian fly, which to the fouth-weft of the 
town attacks the corn very little, lays it 
waite in this quarter; very little corn 1s 
therefore fown. Small grain, Indian wheat, 
and pafture, includes the hufbandry of the 
country. It is befide very much filled with 
woods of a very ufelefs kind, and very mean 
appearance. - 

At fifteen miles from Baltimore, at a place 
where I breakfafted with a farmer named 
Webfter, \and fells from eight to fifteen dol- 
lars per acre ; there is very little that ex- 
ceeds this price, and this is pafture-ground, 
improved by fome years manuring. Web- 
{ter has a {mali flock of fheep, whofe wool 
he fells partly to neighbouring farmers, and 
partly to the hatters’ of Baltimore, at foui 
{hillings per pound. His houfe ftands at a 
little diftance from Bzird-River, which ap- 
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pears to be rather an arm of the bay than a 
river. 

A mill not far from Webfter’s houk 
grinds the little corn that is grown in: this 
part ; and the flour is fent to Baltimore. 

Bird-River is navigable for {mall veffels 
to a place. about a mile from Webfter’s 
houfe; about a quarter of a mile above 
which it is not more than four toifes in 
breadth, and-is eafily forded, This is a 
utual cafe with the feveral creeks and rivers 
of the country, and they are very numerous. 
I pafled the Long-Cane, or Great Gunpowder, 
where there was water enough at that time 
to reach the girth of my horfe; the Little 
Gunpowder, which I. paffed on a very mifes 
rable wooden bridge: this river fupplies 
fome iron-works and {litting-mills, known 
by the name of Onton's-works the Winter’ s- 


Run, a {mall creek ; and the Bujfh-Raver, 


which, like Bird-River, is only four toifes 


acrois, and is not more than a foot in depth, 
at a place not more than a quarter of a mile 
from the fpot where it is twelve feet in 
depth, and a mile in breadth. There isa 

| | handfome 
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handfome and large corn-mill on Bufh- 


River, to which corn 1s brought” from a 
great diftance, the proprietors being rich and 
aGtive. ‘The flour is fent to Baltimore. 


The Little Gunpowder creek feparates the: 
county of Baltimore from that of Hartford. 


The county of Baltimore, exclufive of the 
city, contains. twenty-five thoufand inhabi- 
tants, of which ten thoufand are flaves. The 
population of the town of Baltimore amounts 
to fifteen thoufand white men, and from hx 
to feven thoufand flaves. 

This road has a mournful appearance, 
and is very thinly inhabited. The road is 
tolerably good for a horfe; but almoft 
impaffable for carriages. Notwithftanding 
which, there are four ftages that pals it 
every day 5 and it lies between two of the 
mofi confiderable places for tiade in Ame- 
rica. 

At the diftance of.a mile before ] ar- 
rived at Bufh-Town | paffed through Admg- 


ton, a {mall and poor village, which 1s re- 


markable for nothing but for the remains of 
a very handfome college, built by the Me- 
thodifts, and which was burned down about 

xX 4 ~ two 


SS els ie _~_ Fale Smee 
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two. years, fince... It .is-.afférted here, that 


this: fire was. occafioned-w ilfally’; > and when 


pete 


if 
tn 


+ known that the Methodifts, as well as 
he Quakers, exhort to the emancipation of 
the flaves, we cannot: be furprized that they 
{fhould be hated and perfecuted in a country 
where. the inhabitants are: attached to the 
lyitem of keeping flaves, by their education, 
habits, ra a narrow view of their interefts. 
it muft be wed that there is 4 great deal 
of ee among the Methodifts; and 
1 am inclined to fotos that they are too 
general in their plans for the abolition of 
flavery,- even to guard fufficiently the in- 
terefts' of the flaves themfelves. Nor are 
they very difcreet in their fermons. But 
from all I have been able to gather con- 
cerning this fect, I am per{uaded it includes 
many worthy and virtuous men, and even 
many men of talents. None of the Me- 
thodifts pofiefs flaves. Many before they 
were of that perfuafion were proprietors of 
flaves, and freed them. ‘here have been 
forme who have freed three hundred ne- 
groes ata time ; binding the children to 
ma{ters, with the co ndition of their teach- 


Ine 
_ he 
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ince them to read, write and “eypher, and 
of their ferving only to the age of eighteen 
or twenty, when they were to be entirely at 
their own difpofal. Bufh-Town is in the 
county of Hartford, which contains fifteen 
thoutand inhabitants, five thoufand of which 
are flaves. Be/air has been the county town 
of Hartford for fome years paft, but hitherto 
contains only the town-houfe, a prifon, and 
a {mall number of woeden houfes. It was 
made the county town for its central fitua- 
tion. Bufh-Town was formerly the county 
town, and was at that time called Hart. 


ford. 


JOURNEY FROM BUSH-TOWN TO 
: HAVRE-DE-GRACE. 


The country till T reached the Sufque- 
hannah was of the fame kind as that through 
which I had already pafled. In travelling 
twelve miles, I did. not fee more than four 
houfes that were not miferable huts; and 
yet the farms are tolerably large, the ground 
being partly fown with Indian corn, and the 
remainder immentfe fields very rarely ma- 


nured. The land is in general fandy and 


poor, 
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poor. From ten to twelve bufhels of Indian 
wheat per acre is the ufual produce, and 
from five to fix of corn (where that is fown), 
when the Heffian fly does not infeft the 
grain, it being as common in this part 
of Maryland as on the other fide of the 
Chefapeak. Some meadows, efpecially thofe 
that lie neareft the bay, yield forty hun- 
dred weight of hay per acre. There is fome 
ground to be met with fuperior im quality, 
the produce of which is a third more than 
what I have named. 

Throughout the whole of this journey, I 
found that lands generally fell as at Buth- 
Town, from ten to twenty dollars per acre. 
Near the Sufquehannah fome rich meadows 
fell for thirty-five dollars per acre. 

The rain which fell inceffantly for two 
days, and detained me at Bufh-Town, fwell- 
ed the creeks fo much, that at many places 
we pafied, where the water is generally no 
more than four or five inches in depth, it 
was then more than four feet. The ftage 
that goes between Philadelphia and Balti- 
more was compelled to remain four-and- 


twenty hours at Bufh-Town; the Winter’s- 
| Rua, 
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Run, which is‘ufually no more than two feet 


in depth, having rifen to fifteen feet, and 


there being no bridge over that river, 

The Swan-river is the only one of any 
confequence between Bufh-Town and the 
Sufquehannah. It is of the fame kind as 
the reft; that is to fay, very narrow ata 
quarter of a mile from the {pot where it is 
two or three miles acrofs, 

The land is tolerably good in the bot- 
toms, and is fold for thirty-four dollars per 
acre; that on the heights fells only for ten 
and twelve dollars per acre. The wages of 
labourers are from eight to nine dollars per 
month, for the fummer feafon, or ninety- 
two dollars by the year; and three fhillings 
and nine pence per day when there is no- 
thing particular to do, and a dollar and a 


half in harveft-time. They make a de-- 


mand of half a dollar extraordinary for 
mowing, 


HAVRE-DE-GRACE. 


A few houfes that ftand together on the 
weft banks of the Sufquehannah bear the 


hame 


Dale ee ys 
. ao 
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name of Havreede-Grace. A company con- 
fifting of eight perfons projected the efta- 


bliihment, of a-town: there. <A plan was. 


drawn out, the ground was meafured and 
bounded, and the ftreets laid out, The fite 
included a thoufand acres, divided into three 
thoufand fix hundred lots of houfes, The 
projeGtors already énjoyed their town com- 
pleted in imagination ; or affeéted to do fo. 
Their reafons for {uppofing it would be peo- 
pled with rapidity were the following: 

ift, That the produce of the Sufgiehan- 
nah, navigable in both its branches for three 
hundred miles above Havre-de-Grace, could 
have no other’ outlet, at leaft for timber, 
which abounds along its banks as well 
as along the banks of the rivers that fall 
into it. 25 

2d; That Chefapeak-bav, which com- 
mences at this fpot, has at that place four- 
teen feet water without a rock or fand-bank 
beneath it; and that, therefore, veffels of a 
contfiderable burthen might there eafily take 
in fuch articles as could not venture into the 


bay in the {mall craft that brings them down » 


the river. 


. 








AA 
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3d, That the road: of Havre-de-Grace, 
being in that part of the town which lies 
upon the bay, would be fecured from the 
fhoals of ice, and in other refpects pea 
fafe. 

Thus the proprietors of the cround of this 
new city imagined that the commerce of 
Baltimore; and even that of es eat 
wouldan part be transferred to Havre-de 
Grace. 

The navigation of the Sufquehannah, 
however, although practicable, with great 
care, for {mall veflels and timber rafts, is 
not without danger, and does not admit of 
any larger veffels. It flows through the 
{tate of Pennfylvania, except for the latt 
twenty mules of its courfe: and as the legi- 
{lature of Pennfylvanta’ entertains the pro- 
ject of joining the-Sufguehannah and the 
Schuylkill, by a canal which is already be- 
gun at Sweetara; and as this plan has no 
other intention than to give Philadelphia 
the means of receiving directly the corn 
that the Sufquehannah brings as far as Mid- 
dleton; it isto be expetied that even if this 
canal is not completed (which the inhabi- 


taints 











an entrepdt, Iam perfuaded the tenth part 
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tants of Havre-de-Grace’ believe to be im-# 
practicable), the ftate of Pennfylvania will 
never employ funds to facilitate a navigas 
tion the profit of which will wholly belong 
toa neighbouring ftate. The depth of the 
canal that comes up to Havre-de+Grace is 
not, even below Point«Concord, confiderable 
enough to admit veffels’ of great burth ny 
and confequently not dire@ly to carry on 
foreign commerce with advantage. I take 
this project therefore to be aiatane dream, 
at leaft as to the extent given to it. This 
town, which may very well become an ene 
trepot, where the merchants of Philadela 
phia and Baltimore may eftablith agents, 
does not appear to be calculated for any 
higher deftiny. Pamphlets are however cir 
culated to praife the advantages of its fitua- 
tion, and confequently to atraé adventurers. 
The company have fent an agent to Europe 
to fell their lots, the price of which is from 
a hundred to a hundred and fifty dollars, ace 
cording to their fituations. Notwithftands 
ing the activity of thefe meafures, and even 
the probability that this place will become 





of 
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of the fite of Havre-de-Grace will never be 
covered with houfes; or, to fay the leaft, 
not for a great number of years. Many peo- 
ple affert that the fituation is far from being 
healthy. 

There are obftructions in the navigation 
of the Sufquehannah eight miles above Ha- 
vre-de-Grace, and within the territory of 
the ftate of Maryland. A canal which will 
remedy the evil is almoft finifhed. The 
funds for defraying the expences of this ca- 
nal were raifed by fubfcriptions of indivi- 
duals and the ftate of Maryland. The tide 
flows fix miles above Havre-de-Grace; and 
herrings abound there as in the Potowmack. 
There are ten different fitheries eftablithed 
within that {pace on the weft banks of the 
Sufquehannah, where the fhoals are the 
createlt ; and five on the other fide. ‘Lhe 
cro are taken in large nets, from a 
hundred. and eighty to two hundred fa- 
thoms in length, and from four to fix fa- 
thoms in A The nets are fpread 
acro{s the river by boats, a rope at one end 
being faftened to the fhore, and the other 


end “Cone by the boat to a certain dif- 
tance ; 
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tance; and they are drawn by the help of 


a capftan. There is no other fith here but 
herrings and fhad-fith; and the latter are 
found in very {mall quantities. The mo- 
ment the herrings are taken, they ate 
thrown into larce cafks with falt. The 
fifhermen do not clean them, nor take off 
the heads, as on the Potowmack. Havi n 
been left five’ days in thefe catks, they are 
taken out, and packed in barrels, which at 
each end have a layer of falt ; and then they 





are fit for fale. The fifheries, the curing _ 


the herring, and the packing them in bar- 
rels, employ from fourteen to fifteen men in 
each fifhery, who have each fifteen dollars 
per month, with their provifions. Every 
barrel contains about five hundred herrings, 
and requires. a bufhel and a half of falt, 
which colts five fhillines per buthet; 
barrel itfelf cofts five fhillings and fix pence: 
the nets laft three or four feafons, and coft 
from two hundred to three hundred *dol- 
lars, according to their dimenfions. That 
part Of the river where the fifhery is efta- 
blifhed*is taken of the proprictor of the ad- 
joining land; and from thirty to fifty dollars 
: annually 
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annually are paid for a fifhery, according to 
its fituation ; for the difference of a point in 
the land, or of the nearnefs of the current 
to the fhore, makes a great difference in the 
fize and quantity of the fhoals. ‘The feafon 
for fifhing continues five or fix weeks, dur- 
ing which the ten fifheries in the neighbour- 
hood of Havre-de-Grace take about 12,000 
barrels of herrings: they are fent as far as 
Baltimore: fome are fold frefh to the in- 
habitants, who cure them themfelves. A 
barrel of cured herrings is fold for five dol- 
lars and a half: frefh herrings are four dol- 
lars per thoufand, which is the fame price as 
on the Potowmack. Small veffels of about 
forty tons carry the cured herrings to Balti- 
more ; they are generally built at “Mavre-de- 
Grace, and coft twenty dollars per ton for 
the hull, which makes them amount to 
thirty-five or thirty-fix dollars per ton when 
they are ready for fea. 

While I was vifiting one of thefe fitheries 
I faw a net drawn, with an immenfe quan- 
tity of fifh ; enough, 1t was computed, to fill 
two hundred barrels; the fifhermen calculate 


Vor. IIL. Y y the 
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the medium quantity of a draught to be 


about forty barrels. 


JOURNEY FROM HAVRE-DE-GRACE 
TO. ELK-TOWN. | 


I have fpoken in my journal of laft year 
of the beauty of the banks of the Sufques ; 
hannah at its mouth ; thefe banks are lofty, 
diverfified in their appearance, well cultt- 
vated, and covered with dwellings. At the 
entrance of the bay.the profpect extends as 
far as the fight can reach; ten miles higher 
up, on the fide of Philadelphia, noble moun- 
tains of various beautiful forms bound the 
profpect. | : 

In this part of the Sufquehannah are im- 
menfe flocks of wild ducks, known by the 
aame of canvas-back ducks, and are efteemed 
delicious eating. This fowl, which in fum- 
mer haunts the more northern lakes of the 
Continent, ‘vifits the Sufquehannah towards 
the month of December, and remaining there 
till the frofts fets in, at that feafon proceeds 


to the Potowmack ; when the ice difappears, 
| it 
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it returns again to the Sufquehannah for a 
week or two, and then departs for its fum- 
mer haunts. | 

Having croffed the Sufquehannah, I found 
myfelf in the county of Cecz/, through the 
fouthern part of which I had travelled three 
weeks before from Warwick to ariver called 
the Safafras. It was my intention to pay a 
viiit for a day to Philip Thomas, one of the 
richeft proprietors in this, part of the coun- 
try, and a partner in the Havre-de-Grace 
company. I was even on my road to his 
houfe, when I learned that he had been two 
days at Philadelphia; I therefore abandoned 
my defign, and took the road to Philadel 
phia, through a country a little more plea- 
fant, better cultivated, and better inhabited, 
than that between Baltimore and the Suft- 
quehannah ; but by no means either rich or 
well peopled. 

A {mall creek called Primeipio, which 1s 
no more than four toifes in breadth in one 
{pot, after a fall among rocks of about thirty 
. feet, fpreads to a‘mile in breadth, and con- 
tinues to widen till it falls into the bay. 
Juft below this fall is a cannon foundery be- 


Yy2 longing 
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longing to Colonel Youth, one of the part- 
ners of the Havre-de-Grace company ; this 
foundery is at prefent entirely employed in 
cafting cannon for the frigates building by 
the United States: a hundred and twenty 
dollars for every twenty hundred weight of 
metal is the price the colonel receives for all 
cannon that are proof, which amounts to 
about three hundred dollars for a cannon of 
twenty-four pounds caliber. The colonel 
procures his ore from the neighbourhood of 
the place where Webtter refides, at a little 


diftance from Bird-creek ; it is brought to - 


Principio in boats. ‘This ore does not yield 
more when melted than two fifths of its 
weight of iron; and the metal, on the mere 
infpeétion of it, did not appear to me to be 
good. ‘The great number of cannon that 
burft in the proof, with the fragments of 
which the ground is covered, confirmed me 
jn this opinion : the cannons however appear 
to be caft with confiderable fkill, and great 
care. 

This is the fecond cannon foundery in the 
United States: there is, as 1 have faid be- 


fore, another fituated in the ftate of Rhode- 
| Tfland 
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Ifland: and thefe are the only ones. They 
have been eftablifhed by French founders, 
{ent by the French government for that pur- 
pofe about ten or twelve years ago: thus, for 
every thing that contributes to their fafety, 
the United States are indebted to France. 

Colonel Youth’s foundery confifts of a 
furnace with bellows, and a reverberating 
one. - When he is not employed in caft- 
ing cannon he manufactures pots, chimney 
backs, and other large works. ‘The number 
of workmen at prefent amounts to fifty, who 
are paid from ten to twenty dollars a month. 

The view of ‘the fall is extremely pictu- 
refque and beautiful. The fmall. veffels of 
from forty to fifty tons, which bring the ore, 
approach it within fifty fathom. 

From feveral elevated points of the road 
from Elk-Town the bay of Chefapeak may 
be feen: you approach it even at Charles- 
Town, and at Nordwai/f, a little village built 
on Nordwaift-River ; which, like the others, 
is only a continuation of the bay. The 
{mall creeks, however, which we pafs at the 


ford are innumerable. It is. probable, that 
in a dry feafon they are not to be perceived, 
Yy3 but 
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but after the heavy rains, which have fallen 
for fome days paft, they are almoft all wide 
and deep. : 7 
ELK-TOWN. 


This fmall town is the capital of Cecil. 
County, and contains about 100 houfes, al- 
moft all built in one ftreet, which leads to 
Philadelphia. 

Elk-River is navigable only a mile below 
the town, and at which point there is alfo 
an aflemblage of houfes and warehoufes, 
which may be confidered as a part of the 
town. es 
Elk-Town has a pretty good trade m corn 
with Philadelphia, which is brought par- 
ticularly from the eaftern part of Maryland. 
From Elk-Town it is fent by land to Chrif- 
tiana-bridge, a village at the diftance of 
twelve miles; and from thence conveyed 
~on the Chriftiana to Brandywine and Phila- 
delphia. It is aflerted that 300,000 buthels 
are fent annually from. Elk-Town by this 
route. The price of carriage to Brandy- 
wine is nine pence per bufhel, and to Phila- 


delphia eleven pence halfpenny, 
One 
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One of the plans for joining the Chefa- 


peak and the Delaware, by inland naviga-_ 


tion, is to join the Elk-River to that of the 
Chriftiana. . Another has for its object to 
join the Bohemia to the Apogquimini.. fs third 
is to make a communication, between the 
river Chefter and’ Duck-River;. and the 
fourth would join the Choptank to Jones- 
River. > Each of thefe plans is favoured by 
the inhabitants of the part of the county 
which it would pafs through. ae 
It:is afferted that the ftate of Delaware 
oppofes almoft all, becaufe a great number of 
horfes belonging to the inhabitants are con- 
{tantly and. uiefully employed in carrying 
corn from Elk-Town to Chriftiana-bridge. 
I can hardly believe that fo trifling an. in- 
tere{t can miflead the inhabitants, and e{pe- 
cially the legiflature of Delaware, in oppo- 
ftion to the important interefts of the ftate. 


The: commercial interefts of Baltimore, 
as I have before faid, .oppofe this junction, 
To judge which of thefe four plans ought to 
be preferred, we fhould know the plan of 
the engineers, and the nature of the ground 
and the obftacles. If the difficulties were 

a ee equal, 


oS 
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equal, that which would join the Bohemia 
to the Apoquimini appears the beft, as being 
higher in the river Delaware. The {mall 
{pace of ground to be cut through to join 
the two rivers fhould likewife be taken into 
confideration, as rendering its execution 
quicker, and lefs expenfive.. As the part to 
be cut through is entirely in the ftate of 
Delaware, the acquiefcence of the legiflature 
of Maryland is unneceflary. 

A general obftacle exifts againft all thefe 
projects ;-which_ is, the difference in the 


height of the waters of the Delaware and 


of the Chefapeak. 


This difference is occafioned by the rapid 


influx from the Gulph of Mexico, which, on 
account of the direétion of the currents, and 
the narrownefs of the bafon, rufhes with 
more force on the waters of the Delaware 
than on thofe of the Chefapeak, mixes with’ 
them fooner, and raifes them higher; whilft 
on the other hand after having paffed the 
capes of the Chefapeak, it immediately turns 
into a vaft bafon, and thus lofing its force 
renders the reft of the bay from two to three 
feet lower than the Delaware. 


But 
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But this variation in the height of the 
water of thefe two bays might be remedied 
by fluices at the points where the rivers 
would unite. | 

About a mile from Elk-Town is the 
boundary of the ftates of Maryland and De- 
laware. There are in the neighbourhood 
fome meadows, which aré kept in good or- 
der; fituated in a good bottom, and fowed 
with clover and timothy-grafs, which yields 
in two crops. from eighty to one hundred 
weight of hay an acre. Ten hundred weight 
of hay fells here for fix dollars and a half. 
Thefe excellent meadows do not, howeverys 
fell for more than thirty dollars per acre: 
the “price of other land is from ten to fifteen 
dollars. 

Labourers are paid here fix fhillings a 
day, or eleven dollars a month; the greater 
part of them are negroes, let out by their 
matters. In harveft time they pay them a 
dollar a day. | 

Elk-River as well as the other rivers 
abounds in herrings and ducks: this abun- 
dance is a great refource for poor families, 
who may procure by their own pains, or at 


a Very 


ee 
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a very low price, their food for almoft all 
the year in thefe two forts of provifion. 
Some hogs, whofe feed cofts them nothing, 
as they let them run in the woods, provide 
the reft: but the confequence of this eafy 
method of procuring food in abundance is, 
that, unlefs they have the intention of emi- 
grating, they become indolent. Three weeks” 
work in harvet time, and the fale of the 
ducks which they kill, procure them as ° 
much money «zs they want: one or two 
acres of maize which ‘they cultivate furmifh 
them with bread; and a great number of 
them aré therefore idle all the year. 


GENERAL ‘OBSERVATIONS ON MARY- 
LAND. 


All that I have feen of the ftate of Mary- 
land—and I hive ‘travelled through the 
greateft part of it during this year and the 
Jaft—induces me to believe that.its fituation 
in many parts % inferior to almoft all the 
ether {tates of America. 

Slavery, which gives a very great advan- 
~tage to the eaftem ftates over the fouthern, 
In 
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in refpeét to the cultivation of the srounds 
and fuch manufa@ures as the ftate of popu- 
lation in this new world permits, produces 
till more evils in Maryland than in Virginia 
and the Carolinas, as Maryland is lefs exten- 
Gve than the three other ftates, and does not 
produce, like them, fine and rich crops of 
rice, cotton, and tobacco: added to which, 
the number of flaves in thofe fiates is greater 
in proportion than elfewhere. All the land, 
as I have before obferved, is exhaufted by 
the crops of tobacco which have been con- 
tinually drawn. from it fince this ftate has 
been. inhabited. The’ impoffibility of ob- 
taining more crops, at leait from the greater 
part of the land, has reduced the cultivation 
of this plant to nothing ; and the cultivation 
of maize, which is carried-on in thofe parts 
which cannot produce any more. tobacco, 
completely deftroys them. The great num- 
ber of flaves, however, who are to be.main- 
tained renders the cultivation in fome de- 
gree indifpenfable ; and the Heffian fly with 
which the wheat has latterly been attacked, 
likewife encourages the cultivation of maize: 
the leaves of this plant are very good food 

| for 
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for horfes; thus the advantages of its culti- 
vation induces the planter to forget the 
damages which it occafions to the: foil al- 
ready irreparably deftroyed, as well as the 
portion of labour which it requires from the 
time of fowing to that of harveft. 

He fees, however, his crops of maize 
diminifh annually; yet his negroes mutt be 
provided with food; and if he feels the ne- 
celfity of improving his land by a proper 
cultivation, and particularly by manuring it 
abundantly, he is prevented fo doing by the 
preponderating neceffity of providing food, 
and by the want of the money neceflary for 
thefe improvements. On the other hand, 
the inhabitant whofe exiftence depends on 
his labour, bluthes to work as a negro. If he 
has a {mall property, which he might by in- 
duftry improve, he haftens, as 1 have before 
obferved, to difpofe of it, that he may pur- 
chafe a fettlement in fome part of the coun- 
try where he may obtain it at a low price, 
and where, by labouring himfelf, he will 
not be liable to be confidered as an inferior 
being. ‘’his property is then bought by 
fome rich planter, who fuffers it to lie un- 

cultivated, 
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cultivated, having already more land than 
he can cultivate. The white who has no 
property labours until he has faved fufficient 
to enable him to fettle elfewhere, which he 
may foon accomplifh, as he can eafily earn 
from a hundred to a hundred and twenty 
dollars a year, befides his food. Some quit 
_ the country even before they have faved any 
property, and if they are good workmen, 
find an opportunity of eftablifhing themfelves 
with credit in a country where their feel- 
ings are not conftantly wounded by lowering 
. themfelves to an equality with flaves. This 
is precifely the ftate of things in the eaftern 
part of Maryland, and even in fome of the 
weftern parts. 

There are a few places in the weft of this 
‘tate where it is otherwife; fuch as in the 
counties of Frederick, Wafhington, and the 
Alleganys, where the proportion of ‘flaves is 
very {mall. The land there. is fertile, and 
has not yet been drained ; as they are new 
fettlements, and as the temperature of the 
air will not permit the cultivation of to- 
bacco. Thefe three counties, where alfo the 
climate is healthful, are peopled with emi- 
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erants from other {tates as well as from Mary- 
land. Some planters on both fides of this 
{tate have lately begun to improve their 
meadows, and alfo to cultivate large quan- - ° 
tities of land. They manure the ground: 
and this firft ftep towards improvement is 
doubtlefs ufeful, and well defigned, as pre- - 
paratory to a more complete fyftem ; but 
their beafts are always, winter and dummer, 
in the woods, and are leaner than any | 
have feen; but the means of fattening them 
does not appear to occupy their attention, 
nor do they take any pains to abolith, even 
at a future period, that fcourge—tavery— 
which, humanity and. morality out of the 
queftion, is an infurmountable obftacle to 
the improvement of their lands, and con- 
fequently their fortunes; and which is a 
fource.of imminent danger to themfelves 
and to’the general tranquillity. of their 
country. 

I have faid that in Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, and even in Carolina, many planters 
are convinced of thofe dangers, and are de- 
firous of haying their fields cultivated and 
their domeftic fervices performed by free- 


men 
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men rather than by flaves; but this con- 
viction is not fufficiently {trong to lead‘them 
to the refolution, which fhould operate as a 

preliminary to the deftruction of the evil. 
There are publications even in Virginia 
in favour of the emancipation of the né=_ 
'groes; they have, however, produced no 
more ¢ffect there than in thofe ftates of the 
fouth, where the great number of flaves and 
{mall proportion of whites render every 
meafure againft flavery extremely difficult. °: 
They talk here of tranfporting all the ne» 
groes out of the country at once, either to 
Africa or to the fouthern parts of America, 
' gn-order to found a colony. ‘This meafure 
would be fo full of difficulties in its exe- 
cution, and would be attended with fo many 
unpleafant confequences, ‘that it cannot pof- 
fibly be carried into effect. The plan is fup- | 
ported by the fear which manifefts itfelf in 
thofe who efpoufe it, that a mixture in the 
blood would take place if the negroes were 
emancipated, or fuffered to remain in the 
country : “in future generations,” fay they, 
‘there would not be a countenance to be 
feen without more or Jefs of the black coz 
lour.”” 
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? 


This inconvenience would doubtlef 
be great if it were certain ; but it by no 
means appears fo to me: wife laws might 
prevent this mixture, or render it very rare, 
without any further abridgment of the rights 
of individuals than is already made by many 
other laws, which, for the good of fociety, 
reftrain the exeicife of individual rights; nor 
would fuch a liw be any evil to the negro 
race. Choice clone would for a length’ of 
time give a decded fuperiority to the white 
colour, even in the eyes of the blacks; and 
the preference would of itfelf prevent mixed 
marriages ; the law, therefore, which fhould 
enforce this preference, would be eafily car- 
ried into execution. 


lour.’ 


But it appears to me to be an error, to 
propofe the emincipating all the flaves at one 
time. The refse& due to the property of 
the mafters of thefe flaves, hitherto acknow- 
ledged by the law, and to the maintenance 
of order in focety, demands that this great 
work fhould be progreffive. The objects of 
a law to free the flaves, are the well being of 
fociety, and the happinefs of the flaves them- 
felves ; and if taefe are not attained, the abo- 

lition 
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lition of the flave trade is the dream of a 
miftaken philanthropy. The great danger a 
flave has to encounter after his emancipation 
is, that of not being able to provide for his 
wants ; and it is the natural confequence of 
the averfion to labour contracted by every 
flave, and the habit he has of feeing himfelf 
fed and clothed, without direCtly occupying 
himfelf with that care. But would not both 
the danger to the flave, and the injury to 
the mafter, be avoided by a law with the fol- 
lowing provifions: 1ft, To fix a price, that 
fhould be moderate and equitable, on the 
liberty to be given toa flave: 2d, To en- 
join the proprietors of flaves to permit them 
to work two days in each week for their 
own emolument; and to fumifh them with 
land, to raife crops that fhould be their own 
property ; or where the mafler fhould have 
oecafion for their labour on the days fet afide 
for their own ufe, to pay them at the fame 
rate as other workmen : a Po declare 
every flave, on paying the price at which 
he is valued by the law, inftantly free: 4th, 
to declare all children of flaves, born after 
the date of the law, free; and all children 

Vo. Il. LZ exifting 
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exifling at the time of the law, free at the 
age of twenty-one; with a claufe, to compel 
the mafters to provide for the education of 
the latter ? 

The emancipation of flaves being thus 
the refult of their own labour, they will 
in fome degree have acquired the habit of 
labour ; .and will no longer be ftrangers, 
as they now are, to the prudence and 
forefight neceflary to their exiftence; nor 
will fociety have any thing to fear on that 
fide from their emancipation. | Being: treat- 
ed as other labourers, having the privileges 
of white men, what particular inducement 
can they shave to injure fociety? [ am not 
aware that I deceive myfelf; yet 1 believe 
that a law of this nature would render the 
emancipation of -flaves a benelit to. every 
elafs of fociety, efpecially in a country where 
the population ef white men exceeds that of 
flaves; and I do not think the proprietors 
of flaves would have any reafon to complain 
of fuch a law. | 

The population of the flate of Maryland, 
according to a return made in 1790, amount- 
ed to 319,728 inhabitants; of which 103,030 


were 
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were flaves. People there, who are the beft 
informed, affert that the population of white 
men-is not increafed ; but that the population 
of flaves is, on the contrary, greatly in- 
creafed. : | 
It is impoffible to fee, without aftonifh- 
ment, and indeed fome degree of indigna- 
tion, the ruinous ftate of the roads -and 
bridges in Maryland... In the moft remote 
parts of America, roads and bridges are not 
worfe; and indeed in many of thofe parts of 
the country are even better. The negligence 
of the government of Maryland in this re- 
{pect is an unpardonable injury, not only. to 
the convenience, but to the fecurity of the 
public. The canals feem to be a little more 
attended to; at leaft, companies and indivi- 
duals engaged in carrying them on are more 
fayoured by.the legiflature. - Belide which, 
the number of navigable rivers, with which 
Maryland is interfected,'renders the carriage | 
from :one to.another extremely fhort, and 
affords means of fale for the produce oj this 
fate that are at once eafy and cheap; and 
an improvement in the general fyfiem, of 
LR culture 
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culture would increafe the produce of this 
ftate to an immenfe extent. 

Maryland boafts of having a particular 
fpecies of white corn; and a particular kind 
of tobacco, known by the name of kite-foot 5 
both of which are originally natives of Ame- 
rica, and even of that part of this continent 
which at prefent forms the ftate of Mary- 
land. he white corn grows in the more 
fouthern part of the eaftern fide of the ftate, 
where, however, it degenerates. The Aite- 
foot is cultivated not far from the Potapfko; 
and is in great requeft, it is faid, in Eu- 
tope. 

The religious feéts of Maryland are as nu- 
merous as in the other ftates of the union, 
There are more Roman Catholics in Mary- 
land than In any other part of America, the 
firft fettlers of this ftate being of that per- 
fuafion; but the Prefbyterians, and ftill more 
the Methodifts, are in greater numbers. A 
Roman Catholic bifhop refides at Baltimore ; 
in which city and its neighbourhood, and in 


Prince George’s-Country, Queen’s-County, 


and Charles’s-County, it is that the Roman 
¥ Catholics 
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Catholics abound moft.. The Catholic re- 
ligion is rigidly obferved by its profeffors 
here; and makes very few profelytes.. In 
general, the {pirit of religion is not more pre- 
valent in Maryland than in any of the other 
ftates. ‘The inhabitants are mild, obliging, 
and hofpitable. Wherever a traveller goes 
he is well received ; and is always prefled to 
make a longer ftay in every houfe he vilits. 
I have met with many perfons of the up- 
per clafs of excellent dilpofitions ; and alfo 
many of the inferior clats, efpecially in parts 
remote from towns. 

It is afferted that the inhabitants of Balti- 
more are as felfifh and inhoipitable as thofe 
of Philadelphia; and 1 think that is probably 
the cafe, as the fame caufes every-where pro- 
duce the fame effect. I cannot, however, 
{peak of the truth of this affertion from my 
own experience ; and indeed I have reafon to 
fpeak with refpect of all thofe whom I had 
occation to vilit, | 

The political fentiments that prevail in the 
upper claffes of Maryland are in favour of 
what is called federalifm ; but they are by 


10 means violent. The former prefident of 
L283 the 
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the United States is in high eftimation here; 
notwithftanding which, the acts’ of his ad- 
miniftration are not indifcriminately approv- 
ed. . There are fome zealous partifans of the 
anti-federalifts in Maryland; and they are to 
be met with even among the merchants of 
Baltimore. But politics do not feem much 
to occupy the country people of this ftate. 
Newfpapers are neither fo many in number, 
nor circulated to the fame extent, as in Penn- 
fylvania or New-York, 


RETURN FROM ELK-TOWN TO PUI- 
LADELPHIA. 


A ftorm of fain and fnow, with violent 
pufts of wind, once more detained me a 
whole day at an inn in Elk-Town. I had 
the pleafure, however, of pafling a part of the 
time with Mr. Philip Thomas, whom I had 
not found at home when I went to pay him 
a vifit on the preceding evening, and who 
was then returning from Philadelphia. Mr. 
Thomas is one of thofe plain and kind peo- 
ple that a traveller is glad to meet with. I 
took my leave of him, with a promife that | 

would 
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would pafs fome time at his houfe as foon ‘as 
it fhould be in my power ; and perfe@ly con- 
vinced that he was defirous of my vifit. 

The country that lies between Elk-Town 


and Chriftiana is nearly the fame as that 


through which I paffed on my’ route from 
Havre-de-Grace to Elk-Town.. Chriftiana- 
bridge is the only confiderable place on this 
road. It is at this place that the corn that 
comes by land-carriage is put on board vel- 
fels for Philadelphia. At the diftance of fix 
or feven miles is a {mall town called New- 
port, fituated alfo on the Chriftiana; which 
enjoys a commerce of the fame kind, but lefs 
confiderable, and merely to fupply that part 
of the ftate of Delaware which lies nearer 
to Newport than Chriftiana-bridge. At five 
miles further lies Wilmington. There are 
fome parts of this road running along the 
Delaware and Chriftiana (that falls into it 
after running through a {mall plain tolerably 
well cultivated), which prefent a very fine 
prof{pect. 


Having in the beginning of my account of 
this part of my journey {poken at length of 
Wilmington, and the road between that town 
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and Philadelphia, I have not any thing to 
add on that fubject, except that the heavy 
rains which had fallen for feveral days had 
rendered thefe roads, that are always bad 
enough, almoft impaflable. 

During this little excurfion, I obferved 
traniitions from exceffive heat to cold, fome- 
times with the interval of a day, but very 
often in the courfe of the fame day. | 


OBSERVATIONS RESPECTING THE 
MINERALOGY OF THE COUNTRY. 


In purfuance of the plan I laid down for 
myfelf, of concluding the account of each of 
my journeys with a general outline of the 
mineralogy of the countries through which 
I paffed, as far as the little knowledge I have 
of that fubject extends; I have a few words 
to add on that topic. 

The neighbourhood of Philadelphia to the 
fouth and weft prefents the fame fand and 
earth as on the eaft and north. Near the 
town, howeyer, and on the fpot which fepa- 
rates it from the Shuylkill, where that river 
falls into the Delaware, is found black earth 


of 
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of a great depth, and covered with vegeta~ 
tion; and which, it is evident, has been re- 
cently left by the water, It has all the cha- 
racter of land perfeCtly new, and as yet 
fcarcely raifed from the bed of the river. It 
is conftantly moift; and is frequently over- 


flowed by the river. ‘This land is ufed for 


meadows, and is in great eftimation. It is 
acknowledged, however, to be extremely un- 
healthy. Between that and Wilmington the 
quality of the ftone is quartzofe; ochre is 
alfo to be found in an imperfect ftate; and 
jron-ore is perceptible in moft of the ftones 
that are found on the road. Every appear= 
ance of the peninfula, that partly belongs to 
the ftate of Delaware, and partly to the eaft- 
ern fide of Maryland, alfo proves that it is 
jand left by the water; and that at a period 
not long paft: among thefe are the quality of 
the foil, its level, and its conftant and ex- 
treme humidity. 

In this part of Maryland there are few 
ftones found on the fandy foil of the coun- 


try; The trenching of the ground, or fome 


naturalaccident, has in places, however, thrown 


up 
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up a fpecies of {trong gravel; in others a foft 
argillaceous {chiltus, and. in others a ftone 
mixed with iron-ore. 

One of the moft remarkable features of this 


peniniula is, that the rivers are divided by a 


fucceffion of {wamps, from which the water 


runs toward the Delaware or the Chefapeak, 
although the ground, does not, appear to the 
eye to be more elevated than the reft of the 


country. There is another fa fill more _ 


extraordinary—the bufhes and plants which 
erow in thefe morafles are of the fame kind 
as thofe which are found on the higheft 
mountains. 

In the weftern part of Maryland, finall 
round iron-ftones are found in confiderable 
quantities. The foil is for the moft part 
fand, which covers a compact clay. As one 
approaches Federal-City the country is not 
fo flat, the hills are more divertified, and are 
generally higher. On the fite of Federal- 
City the banks and beds of the ftream are 
covered with granite, like the bordets of the 
Potowmack. The rocks that occafion the falls 
of the Potowmack are free-ftone. 


The 
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The banks of the Potowmack, below the 
falls, and efpecially from George-Town to a 


{pot near Alexandria, exhibit the fame ap- ' 


pearance of fucceflive terraces as thofe in 
Conne@icut, of which I have already fpoken ; 
but not altogether fo remarkable.’ The en- 


virons of Alexandtia are filled with beds of » 


large oyfter-thells, like thofe that’ are fo fre- 
quently found in Lower Virginia. Between 
Federal-City and Baltimore the ground is fre- 
quently full of iron-ore. Near the Snowden-= 
qworks are rocks amoiig which ate fometimes 

found pieces of granite’ and feld-fpath. In 
the neighbourhood of Baltimore the sround 
is fand with clay ; and gravel is found con- 
fiderably ftrong. 

Between Baltimore and Havre-de-Grace 1s 
found argillaceous fchiftus, and the foil is of 
clay anid’of a red colour. On the banks of 
rivers and creeks and on the fides of moun- 
‘tains are mafles of ftone. 


NATURE 
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NATURE OF THE WOODS. 


The woods in the ftates of Delaware and 
Maryland produce no other trees than thofe 
that are found in Pennfylvania and Virginia, 
Oaks of every fpecies abound in them, many 
of which are large and compa in the grain, 
They are ufed in carpenters’ work, and fur- 
nifh a great article of exportation. The black 
walnut-tree, which allo abounds in thefe 
woods, 1s much uled by cabinet-makers; and 
makes beautiful furniture, Every other kind 
of walnut-tree is found in the country, the 
fruit of which, as well as the acorn, feeds an 
immenfe quantity of hogs that run in the 
woods, the flefh of which being falted forms 
one of the moft important articles of the ex- 
portation of thefe two ftates, The cyprels 
and cedar cover the marfhy land ; where 
they grow very large. Almoft all the differ-. 
ent kinds of wood that are in great requeft 
in Europe are to be found in this latitude ; 
but more efpecially in the weftern part of 
Maryland. I have in particular noticed the 
tuhip-tree, of a great height near Federal- 

| City j 
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City ; and remarably fine alma laiiflora, 
from twenty to five-and-twenty feet in height, 
between Federal-City and Baltimore.’ I alfo 
faw fome of the latter near the Potapike, 
whofe bloom, of a beautiful pale red, was be- 
ginning to appear. The wood of the kalma 
I have been told is ufed for the axle-trees of 
carts, for the handles of tools, and all other 
purpofes for which wood of the hardeft kind 
is preferred. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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A. 
BINGDON, village of, 6793 its college burnt down, ‘ib. 5 
fuppofed wilfully, 680. 

Accidents, account of one at Bofton, 349, 3.50, 351; a conflagra- 
tion in the woods near Kingfton, which lafted many days, 453- 
Agriculture, ftate of, in Norfolk-county, 24; in the county of 
Princefs Ann, ib. ; at Monticello,147; at Keyilel-town, 185 ; 
at Charleftown in Virginia, 211; in Maryland, 243; in the 
townthip of Stonning-town, 271; near Haverhill, 394; in the 
State of Maflachufetts, 403 ; between Gray’s ferry and Chefter, 
484; at Dr. Warton’s farm, 511, 5125 at Colonel Thylman’s, 

568. 

Alexandria, environs of, 662, 663 ; its herring fifhery, 664; the 
handfomeft town in Virginia, ib. ; its fituation, 665 ; ‘houfes, ib. 5 
quays, ib.; trade,666; population, ib.; exports, ib.; bank, 667; the 
only one in Virginia, ib. ;. account of its capital and dividend, ib. 

Alleghany-county, 241- 

America, inconveniences of public carriagesiin, 58; remarks on the 
treaty with Great Britain, 295, 2906, 297 the bad. ftate of. its 

"army regulations, 469, 47°, 471. 

Americans, their civilities to travellers: in general, 31, 32; their 
veneration for the French, 57, 139, 609 ; author’s opinion of, 
385; their inattention to objects of great importance, 467, 
472. 

Ames; Mr. at Durham, adele of, 292. 

Anabaptifts raife a colony at Rhode- Ifland, 279; their perfecu- 

tions, 301. 

Andover, townfhip of, 395; charming meadows and numerous 

herds of fine cattle, ib. 

Andrews, Mr. mathematical profeflor of | the college at Williamf- 


burg, 55+ 


Anecdote 
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Atiecdote of Mr. Thomas, late French’ conful at Baltimiore, 294. 


Ann Arundel, county of, 585; its population, 1b. 3 produce, ib. 4 


iron forges, 1b. 


Annapolis, city of, 2¢9; the refidence of the great officers of fiate of 


Maryland, ib.; its public buildings, ib.; churches, 260; its 
fituation, 579; formerly the principal city of Maryland, ib. ; its 
houfes; 580; ftate-houle, ib. ; college, 581 ; its endowment, 1b.; 
population, ib. ; fociety and hofpitality of the city, 5323 political 
opinions, 59. 

Kocineingana account of, E07; ILE. 

Arienals of the United States, at Springfield, 408 ; at Weft-point, 
473° 

Augufia, county of, 146; price of land; ibe; its preduce, 177. 


B. 

Baltimore, county of, 679 ; its population, ib 

Baltimore, environs of, 254; a town of great trade, 255; its 
fituation, ib.; houfes, ib.; churches, 256; quays, 670; ex- 
ports, 671; mills, 672; banks, ib., ill fituated for commerce, 
675 ; an oblervatory and —s library, 676; the only one in 
alt Maryland, ib. ; 1ts population, 679. 

Banks, three at Bofton, one at essa. one at Newbury-port, 316, 
317, 318; their capitals and dividends, ib,; one at Hudfon, 
430; its capital, ib.; one at Wilmington, 523 ; its capital, ib. 
dividend, 8243 one at George-town, 653; its capital, ib. ; two 
at Baltimore, 672. 

Rellair, deicription of, 681 ; the county town of Hartford, ib. 

Belvidere, the feat of Colonel Howard, at Baltimore, defcription of, 
258. 

Serkley-county, account of, 20g; its population, 218. 

Bermudas-hundted, 2 euftom-houfe at, for Richmond and Peterf- 
burg, 112; fituation of, ib.; table of its exports, 1175 " 
marks thereon, 118. 

Bethlehem, iownfhip of, in the Green-mountains, 425. 

Bird Ordinary, account of, 135. 

Bladenfburg, account of the village of, 668 ; its {chool, ib. 

Block-Ifland, 276; famous for cheefe, ib, 


Blodget, 
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Blodget, Mr. of Philadelphia, a latge purchafer of lots at Federal 
city, difpofes of them by Tottéry, 627. 

Blue Mountains, account of thé, 
emigrants from Lanéafter, Wy aryland, or Reading, 176. 

Bogatdus; Mr. chardtter of, 436 ; defcription of his houfe and farm, 
440 ; its. cultivation and produce; 445 53 a remarkable phaeno- 
menon on his eftate, ib. 

Bohémia-creek, $43+ 

Botetourt, Lod, former governor of Virginia, a ftatue erected to his 
memory at Williamfburg, 46; much dishgured by the inhabi- 
tants, 47. 

Bofton, port of, its exports, 312; duties om imports, 314; number 
of véefielg at, ib.; chatacter of its inhabitants, 3155 remarks on 
the’ prefident’s- refi gnation, 396;-on the commerce of f England 
and America, 398; 390. poe 

Rourgig? gion, Monfieur Pourchereffe, his character, “At9. | 

BrandywWine-creek, account of, 490. 492: 


Brandywine- -river, defcription of, 516; the houfes REA ib, 5 ite. 


banks, ib. 


Brandywine, village of, 492; famous for its mills, 4935 particular 


defcription of one, 493; 494; labourers mofily Irifh . and 
Englith, 498 ; a manitifattory for printing linens, 5or. 
Brentford, townfhip-of, in the county of Effex, 395 5 ; famous for 
its thoe mamufaétofy, ib. ° 
Briftol-county, 291 ; its extent and popiilation, ib. 
Bro kfteld, townthip of, 405; great quantities of potatoes raifed 
rear, and many ‘cattle, ib. ; price of Jand and produce, ib, 
Rith-town, 681 ; formerly the county town of Hartford, ib. 


C; 


Canals between Richmond and Norfolk, 66, 67 ;_at Hadley, 412; 
‘, to pin the Delaware with the Chefapeak, 576; of the Potow- 
hack company, 657. 


‘ 
Fase Ss -county, 575: 


Carrol, Mr. defcriptron on his manfion near Ellicot’s init, ‘gsr 5 at 
» Annapolis, 583. 
Caftle-ifland, near Bofton, its fortifications, 360. 


Ver: I. owe * ‘Centerville, 





174; its inhabitants moftly 
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Centerville, chief town of Queen Ann’s;ycounty, 567 ; its fituation, 
‘ib.; koufes, ib.; church and prifon, ib, 

Charlefton, bay of, account of the, 6. 

Charleftown, in Virginia, defcription of, 210; its inhabitants, ib.s 
cultivation of Jand, 211; produce, ib.; fchools, ib.; price of 
education, 212; churches, ib. 

Charlotte-ville, account of, 164. 

Chetter, chief city of the county of fame name, 485; here the firft 
colonial aflembly was held, 486; account of its houfes, ib. ; inns, 
ib.; population, 487 ; cultivation, 488. 

Chefter, chief town of the county of Kent, 548 ; defeription of its 
college, ib.; its eftablifhment, ib.; houfes, 550; church, ib; 
its courts of judicature for the county, 551; manner of ad- 
miniftering juftice, ib. ; houfe robberies very frequent, 553 ; the 
caufe affigned, ib. ; account of the prifon, $57; poor-houfe for 
the county, 959; expences of its building, 560; fituation of the 
town, 61; its fhipping, 562; market, 564; price of houfe 
rent, ib. . | 

Cheiter-river, 561. 

Chevalier, Monfieur, from Rochefort, account of his mill at Rich- 
mond, 72; his terms for grinding, 73. 

Childbearing, extraordinary inftance of, 490. 

Chriftian-creek, 177. 

Chriftiana-river, 505; account of the ferry boat-over, 536. 

Chriftiana-bridge, village of, 694. 

Church-hill, deicription of the village of, 567; its churches, ib. 

City-point, a cuftom houfe at, for Richmond and Peterfburg, 1123 
fituation of, ib.; table of exports, 117; remarks on the fame, 
118. 

Coal mine, account of Mefirs, Graham and Havan’s, 122. 

Coddington, Do&or, his banifhment for religious tenets, 279; put- 
chafes from the Indians Aquidneck, now called Rhode a a 
ib. 

ConneCticut-river, 412 3 account of its falls, ib. 

Cooke, Mr. a counfellor at Annapolis, charaéter of, 582. 

Coofooky mountains, account of, 241 ; habitations near the, 242; 
inhabitants, ib. ; cultivation, 243, : 


Copperas 
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Copperas ftones, large quantities of, at Roquette, 235. a ee 


Copper mine, account of a, near New-York, 4795 its produce, ib. j ; 
price of labour, 480. 

Corfica-creek, 567. 

| ies D. 


Dandridge, Mr. a travelling companion of the author, 260 3 fecres 
tary to the prefident, ib.; his chara€ter, 201. 

Delaware, ftate of its extent, 5243 hiftory of, 525; its conftitution, 
526, 527; population, 528; militia, 529; churches, ib; ex- 
ports, 1b; commerce, 5393 mode of taxation, 530, 531, 5323 
annual amount of taxes, 533; public debt, ib. ; laws relative to 
flaves, 5355 criminal law, ib. 

De Witt, a phyfician ; at Kingfton, defendant of John De Witt, 
charaéter of, 4.53. 

Dickifon, General, of Wilmington, his large gift to the ‘clonifts from 
St. Domingo, 518. 

Difmal-fwamp, canal forming at, 13; its length twenty-eight 
miles, ib.; fragments of trees found under the vegetable earth, 
234° 

Dixe, Rev. Mr. an old jefuit, account of, 6or to 606; his opinion 
of the French, 603 ; his kindnefs to the author, 600. 

Dollar, value of, in Virginia, 273 in Mafiachufetts, 306. 

Dorchefter, county of, 575 3 its produce, .ib. 

Dover coal mine, defcription of, 122; extent of the farm attached 
to it and its purchale, 124; foil moftly fand-ftone, 23 5. 

Dover,town of, the featof government of the ftate of Delaware, 535- 

Drunkennefs, American foldiers much addicted to, 469. 

Dupleffis, Monfieur, a French officer of valour, 477. 


E. 
Eaftern-branch, account of the, 610; paflage over, 612. 
*Blizabeth-river, 4; account of i its fhip-building, 313 the village of, 
2523; its fituation, ib. 
Ellicot’s. mill, account of the village of, 252 ; its fituation 1b. 


Elkridge-landing, village of, 670. 
Elk-town, account of, 694; the capital of Cecil-county, 1b; 


houfes, ib. ; trade, ib. 5 chiefly 1 in corn, of which great Sask 
' ties are fent to Brandywine and Philadelphia, ib. 
3Az Elk- 





| 
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Elk River, 694 ; abounds with herrings and ducks; 697, 

Erancy-ifland, fituation of, 9. 

Euftis, Dr. of Botton, author's high opinic om of, 404. 

Exeter, the feat of Government of New Hampfhire, 389 ; its fitug« 
tion, ib. ; houfes, 390; population, ib. ; mills, tb, ; an academy, 


gb 5 method of cleaning chimneys, 391. | 


FP, 

Fayette La, a marble buft erected to his memory in the capitol at 
Richmond, 63; attachnent to him general in America, 397. 
Federal-city, account of, 613; its laws, 614 to 616, inclufive; 
‘ progrefs, 617 ; expences, 618, 619 ; extent of its fite of land, 622; 
account of its different purchafers, and terms of payment, ib. 
623 ; the different proprietors become’ rivals, 628; account of its 
houfes and public buildings, 632 ; defcription of the plan of the 

city, 634; 6353; unfortunate fituation of Mr. Morris and the other 
proprictors, 640 ; enormous expentce of ereCting the wing of the 
capitol and‘prefident’s houfe; 644, 646; author's reflections on, 

* 645 to 649; its’ tradefi nen and labourers refide moft at George- 
town, 650; provifions very badly furnifhed, ib. . 

Feld{par, found near Nortolk, 2345 near Chefapeak-bay, ib. ; 
the Blue Mountains, 238. 

Fell’s-point, aceoant of, 256; 257. 

Fine om phyficians in Virginia for inoculating without gies 
of the juftices, 80. 

Flour, price of, at Norfolk, 27 5 at York-town, 44; at Peterfburg, 
x09; at Staunton, 180; at Strafburg, r98; at New-town, 2007; 
near Poplar Spring, 249 ; at“Amnapolis, 259; at Philadelphia, 
263; at Haverhill, 394 ; at‘-Palmer,; 406; at Rinnderhook: Jand- 
ing, 427; at Alexandria, 666, | 

Frederick-county, population of, 209, 246. | . 

Frederic-town, capital of Frederiek- eounty, 244; i its fi tuation, ib; ; 

- population, 245; trade, ib. ; glafs manufactory, ib. 5 y produce. 
2.40. 

Brey, Mr. a German: defcription of nis inn, 188 ; price figs purchafe 
of. his inn and Jand, 1&9. 


. Frith, John, a quaker, account € this farm, 269; quantity of cheefe 
na . he 
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the makes and its price, ib. 5 — of the purchafe of ‘his vg 
27 t. { | 
Fuckeheoe-creek, 12.5. | ¢ 


G. 
Gaming, the ruling paifion of the Virginians, 77; gaming tables 
publicly kept, particularly at Richmond, ib.; the profetiion of 
- bank holders envied. beequfe a +8; bloodthed eee 
_ enfues, ib. 
George-town, account of, 629; its port and commerce; ib, ; moft 
- of the tradefmén and labourers of Federal-city refide here, 6503 
its fituation, 652 ; exports, ib. ; bank, 6535 college, 656 5 price 
of bricks and lime, 660; the eounty town of Montgomery int 
Maryland, ib, 
Gilpin, Mr. a refpectable gicthast at Phitadlelphta deGriptpan: of 
- his: papér-mill on Braiidywine-creek, goa hid houte, 506 > 
method of working his mill, and quantity made, 504 $ 567. 
Goochland Court-hdéufe, 125 ; deléription of a court day, 1265 ate 
tachment of the iahabitania to tiie Freneh, ib. ; remarks thetton, 
5876 oS fs : 
&rranite, sary maffles of, near Chefapeak-bay, 234; ftones of, 
near York and Williamfburg, 235 ; fragmentof, at Dover, 235 ; 
mafies of, very common in the vicinity of the South Mountains, 
236; between Winchefter and Harper's-ferry, 237 onear the Po- 
cuttin river, 651. 
Grant, Mr. on board his veffel the author proceeds from Charlef- 
-ton to Norfol, 2 ; particulars:of the voyage, 25°35. - ; 
Gray's-ferry, defeription of, 48% 5 its toll-honfe, ib. 
Greenbriar, account of its ipemige 178 degrees of heat of each, 
~ 479: 
Guillemard, Mr, and the aathar meet at Norfolk, 3 ¢y at at Treton, 
268} he proceeds from Newport to Providence by lard, 27 5. 
Gunpowder-creek, 679 ; feparates't the connties of ee and 
Baltimiord, sb, 


Hy, 
Hadley, defcription of the canal at, 412. : 
A243 Mampton, 


4 
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Hampton, the mail from Norfolk to, the ufual conveyance of trae % 
vellers, 35 3 account of the village of, 36; bad accommodations, 
ib. 3 exports, 37 ; its cuflom-houfe now united’to Norfolk, ib, 

Harper's-ferry, 216; granite found near, 237. 

Hartford, population of the county of, 681. 

Haverhill, environs of, 392; fituation of the town, ib. ; its thip- 
building, 393 ; fhipping, ib. ; manufactories, ib,; population, 394. 

Havre-de-Grace, town of, 683 ; its fituation, ib.; reafons for fup- 
pofing it would foon be peopled, 684, 685 ; its fitheries, 687 j ; 
manner of falting herrings, 688. BE 

Helt, Mr. collector of the cuftoms at Bermuda-hundred, or City~ 
point, 116; his account of their exports, 117. 

Henry-cape, 7 ; a fort erected at, ib. 

Heffian fly, pernicious to wheat, $43 5 acts on poor ‘foil, 
544. 562. 

Horles, great lofs on thofe fent from Virginia againt the French 
iflands, 27. 

Howard, Colonel, at Baltimore, his lands iet on building —_ S73 
defcription of his houfe, 258; his chara¢ter, ib. 

Hudfon, account of the town of, 427 ; its inhabitants moftly Dutch, 
ib. ; houfes, ib. ; population, 428; trade and thipping, ib. ; price 
of thipbuildin g, 42g ; a port of entry, 430; its exports, ib. ; bank, 
ib. | | 3 | 

Hudfon’s-river, 455; its fakmon fithery, ib. 





IL 


Jefferfon, Mr. defcription: of - sp Licanatisist feat at Monticello, 137, 
138, 139; the culture and management of his land, 143, 144; 
its produce, 146; his public charaéter, 1§2 to 165, inclufive ; his 
private character, 157 ; invited by the anti-federalifts to the pre- 
fident’s chair, 163. ! 

Indians rendered vinditive by. the whites, 300 ; ‘their pes with 
the fettlers at Maflachufetts, ib. . 

Indian corn, price of, at Marlborough, 403; at Brookfield, 4055 
at Wefttield, 414; ES 418; at New Pattz, 458; at 
eine, 500. 


noes weary se Ini, 














INDEX. 


.¥nn, fingular account of one between Wilmington and Chefter, 
488, 489. = 


Inoculation, reafons of the Virginians againft, 80, 81. 


K, 


Katfkill, account of the town of, 442; its fituation, ib. ; its firft 
fettlers Dutch, 445; its cultivation, ib, ;. fhip-building, 444 5 
great quantities of human bones found here, 4A ¢; character of 
its inhabitants, 448. | | 

Katikill-creek, 442. 

Kelleran,’ Captain, on board his fchooner the author proceeds from 
the diftriét of Maine to Bofton, 362. | 

Kent, population of the county of, 565. 

Kent-ifland, defcription of, 5783 its houfes, ib. 

Keyftell-town, account of, 184; its fituation, 1853; population, 
186. Dedieety: lee a San al 

Kinderhook-landing, 426 ; defcription of the village of, 426. 

Kinderhook, townthip of, in the ftate of New-York, 424; its in- 
habitants moftly low Dutch, ib.; partial ‘to their own habits, 
426; cultivation of land, ib. 

Kingfton, chief town in Ulfter-county, 450; burnt by General 
Vaughan in 1777, ib. its then population, ib. ; rebuilt next 


year, 4$1 ; its fhipping, ib. ; inhabitants moftly low Dutch, 4523 


traffic, 455+ , | : | 
Knox, General, author’s fecond vifit to, 3515 remarks on his eftate, 

352, 3533 quits and returns by fea to Bofton, 361. 
Kyrnhingham, in the Green Mountains, townthip.of, 415. 


L. 


Labour, price of, at Norfolk, 25,275 at Monticello, 1655 im the 
valley of Shenandoah, 197; at Newtown, 2003 at Winchetter, 
208; at Charleftown, 211 ; inthe neighbourhood of Poplar Spring, 
249 ; in the townfhip of Stonning-town, 271; at Haverhill, 394 3 
at Marlborough, 403; at Weftfield, 414; at Stockbridge, 418; 
at Kinderhook, 425 3 at Hudfon, 430; at Katfkill, 443 5 near 
New Pattz, 4593 at Newburg, 463; at Warwick, 545 5 near 
Buth-town, 683 ; at Elk-town, 697. Psst teeny ; 

Ms ZA 4 Land, 
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Land, price of, in Norfolk-county, 254 at Norfolk, a7; between 


York-town and Williamfburg, 45; at ‘Williamfburg, Soy at. 


Monticello, 165 ; in the County of Augufia, 1775 at Staunton, 
180; at Keyflell-town, 185; in the valley of Shenandoah, 199 ; 
near the Coofooky mountains,.242 ; in the vicinity of Frederick- 
tawn, 2443 in the neighbourhood..of Poplar Spring, 249; at 
Stonning-town, 27.1 ; ; near Tiaverhill, 3945 at Marlborough, 
403; at Brookfield, 405; at Wedfifield, $145 lathe Green 
Mountains, 4153 at Stockbridge, 418; in the townfhip of Kin- 
derhook,: 425; at Freehold, 434; at Katfkill, 442; near New 
Pattz, 4585 between Newcaftle and Middleton, 5423 at War- 
wick, §45 ; at Federal-city, 622; ; at Yanyille, 669; near Ek- 
town, 697. 

Land, produce of, at W ‘liamatbur gh, 52; near Manchefer, 106; 
at City- “point, 113; at Prefqu ile, 1145 at Monticello, 146; on 
Rockfith Mountain, 174; in the valley of Shenandoah, 197 ; at 
Charleftown, 211 3 in’ the townthip ‘of Stonning-town, 270; at 
Marlborough, 403; near Kattkill, 4453 at New Pattz, 459 zat 
Warwick, 945.; at Vanville, 669 ; near Bik-tones O92. 

Law, Mr, of Federal-city, character of, O61. . 

Laws of the ftate of. Virginia, againtt vam nc 
lation, 79. 
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Lea, ‘Thomas,..at Brandywine, character of, we i pinion: on 
working a corn-mill, ib. 

Limeftone, a vein of, . at the foot of the South Si ice a att 
the valley between the Blue and North Mountains, 237.5 near 
Winchefier, ib. ; near Frederick-town, 2383 very. common, near 
Kingfton, 445 ; near Potomack-river, 651 3 at George-town, 
660. 3 | 

Lindtey, Major Walkiam, conamiffioner.of the cuftom-houfe at Nor- 
folk, 33; his character, ib, ; author's tefpects for, ib. ; 

Livingfton’s, Meffrs. of New: York, Preprictoneietha town of Spe- 
renza, 432. 

London, in, the Green Mountains, townthip of, 41 5 

Lotteries, authorized. by the State of Maryland, for’ besoin a.capal, 
621. 3 

Ly nam, Mr. a member of Congtet character of, Ale. i 

Madifon,, 


~t 
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’ r M,.. ; , tbe. 
Madifon, Bithop, prefident of the college at Williamfburg, 48; ec- 
eupies the chair of natural and moral philofephy, 5° 3 his falary, 
- ib!y:charadéter; 55 libvary,tbes) 
Maine, obfervations on the diftrict of, 354 to 361. was 
Manchefter, account of the tawn af, 60, 106, its cultivation and 
produce, 106, Tt. to estab Sr 
Marthall, John, the moft celebrated. counfellor in Richmond, 755 
account of his practice, 76 5 his character, $20, 12I~ . 
Maffachufetts, religious perfecutions here, gave birth to.the ftate of 
> Rhode-ifland; 277; foundation of the fiate of, 297; 298 5 Op- 
_ prefion of the Burepean (ettlers, 300; caufe of quarrels between 
the Indians and fettlers, 301; its hiftory, 302, 3933 new confti- 
- gation of 5730, 395-5 qualifications of its reprefentatives, 306 to 
> 3005 freedom of religion, 310 » public fchools, 319 to 32g 3: no 
Haves in the'commonwealth of MaGachuletts, 325% nuimber of 
flaves in 1778, 18000 ; blacks in 1790, 6000, 327; its public 
- debt, 3293 public revenues, 3 30; taxable property, 33%, 3323 
divided into counties, 3343 its police and laws, 3353 ‘attention 
. of the legiflature, 336; power ofthe lawyers, 3395 40adss 340 
adminifiration of the poor, a4i, 3495 military eftablithment, 
5435 gengral fpiris of the people, -9.43/"to 3482 exports, 3475 
charagter of cits iphab\ants, 4205 their political fentuments, 
427, 492 ¢ influenva of thevclergy, 43: Paedii a ste ftugy es tr 
Maryland, ttate of, abounds in iron and iron-works, 246 ; stg cri- 
minal jurifprudenee, .2 54s house robberies very: frequent, $555 
‘the cauté affigned, ibe 5. telabs-ty jary, 55.5% Poors’ rates levied in 
- each iconnty, 564 + depopulation of white people, 570); the reafon 
affigned, ib. fields: very large, 97.3.3 chawacter of its inhabitants, 
6763 their political opinions, 577.5 hiftory of the flate, §%5 to 
583; why named Maryland, 986; conttitution, 589, 595 
taxes; $9%, 3925 public debt, 593: qualifications. for a citizen, 
394 3-generak obferwations Om the fiate, G98 to 204, 6 
Afecthaneck-creek, page SS 1) CEES eager 
Merchandize, infpection of; at Richmond, particularly oftobatco,, 
69 5 ali, on James-river, Go, 70,5 fees of the infpectors; 4h; at 


Gouth-river, 597 3 in Prince George-coumy, Gil, - 


Middleton, 
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Middleton, village of, 542. 

Milford, village of, 1353 its trade, 164°; a depot for the commos 
dities of diftant. parts of the country, ib. 

Mills, not good in general in Virginia, 18 ; one at Richmond t turns 
fix pair of ftones, and pays a yearly rent of near fix thoufand dol- 
lars, 72. 

Minerals, account of the, im the ftate of Virginia, 233 te 2383 ir 
the ftates of Maryland and Maffachufetts, 479, 480.. 

Montgomery in Maryland, county: of, 660 ; its population, ib, 

Montgomery fort, 476. 

Monticello, the beautiful feat of Mr. Jefferfon, 1373 detription of 
the houfe, 1b. ; its profpects, 138, 139; this eftate five thoufand 
acres, 140; its fituation, 160; in the county of Albemarle, 
165. | 

Morris, Mr. the greateft purchafer of lands in Federal-city, 622 ; 
account of his purchafes, price and time of payment, 622, 623 3 
conditions of the bargain, 623. ; 


N. 


Negro, defcription of a white, 263,264. 2) | 

Nelfon, General, his houfe at York-town, head quarters of Lord 
Cornwallis, 39 ; remains unrepaired, 40. 

Newburg in Uliter-county, its fituation, 460 ;. hipping, 461 great 
quantity of butter fhipped from here, ib.; its population, 462; 
cultivation, ib; inhabitants moftly emigrants from New Eng~ 
land, 463. 

Newcaftle, county of, 538 ; its population, ib. : 

Newcafile, defcription of the town of, 537; chief town of the 
county of fame name, ib. ; its houfes, feffions-houfe, and prifon, 
ib.; quays, 538; thipping, ib. ; price of wood, ib. 

Newmarket, defcription of, 191.. 

Newfpapers, one publithed at Staunton, and one at Winchefter, 181. 

New-Pattz, inhabited by families of French extra¢tion, 457; their 
religion, 458; flayery allowed and price of flaves, ib.; lands 
moftly meadow, ib.; culture and produce, 4 593 (varcity of 
water, ib. 

Newport, author’s arrival at, 2753 environs of the town of, 2763 
_ falubrity of its air, ib, 

News 


‘ - 
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New-Hampthire, ftate of, 369; its conftitution, 369, 370, 371; 
divided into counties, 372; its laws, 373, 3743 finances, ib.5 
expences of government, 375; its taxable property, 370; taxes, 

376, 377; roads, 378; public debt, ib. ; produce, 331; ton- 
nage, ib.; population, “382; meen 384, 3855 militia, 386; 
religious freedom, ib. 

WNew-town, account of, 199; culture of lands and produce, ibe; 
population, ib.; no church, 200. . : 

New-Windfor, in Orange-county, 461 ; fois of ‘the town 
and houfes, 4025 : bend quarters of General Wafhington ia 
1779; ib. 

New-York Ifland, 463; a college erected for prefbyterians, ib. 5 
author’s arrival at, 478. 


Nordwaitft, village of, 693. | 

Norfolk, county of, 2g7 3 its extenit and population; ie 

Norfolk, its fituation, 7 ; ‘two forts near, 8; burnt by Lord Dun- 
more, when Governor of Virginia, ib.; its population, 11; ae- 
count of the town of, ib.; difeafes, 11, 12 ; trade, 12 5 the only 
port in the South of Virginia, 135 amount of of i its exports, 155 
table of quantities and articles exported, 16, 175 ; its tonnage, 195 
fmuggling partly prohibited, 19, 20 ; quantities of tobacco «x- 
ported, 20; many Englifh mercantile houfes, ib, ; animofities 
between them and the Conful, 21 ; “its ‘thip-buile ing O55 fchools 
and price of learning, 26; ‘prifons, 275 market 







yib. ; price of 
meat, ib. ; houfe rent, ib: ; defeription of the country. around, 39; 





temperature of the air, 31 ; churches, 33; moft of the colonifts ee 


- from St. Domingo fettled here, ib. ; the caufe,. 345 seg of 
its inhabitants, 1b. ‘ 

North-Gardens, account of the, ‘17T; wine made here. ae 

North-river, defcription of, 464 ; ; Weft-point, its narrowelt paflage, 
465 ; where General Arnold intended to betray Gencial Clinton, 


ib. ; ftrong fortifications at, 466, 467 ; the Ration. of the corps of — 


artillerifts and engineers, 463; an. nee 47 3° 


Oak, price of, at Newcaftle, 538 ; at Be alle be :h. i. 
“Oats, price of, at Weltfield, 4145 at Stockbridge, 48 s er. 4 


* 
“Opeckan-creek, 202. 


" 
“Ofbornes, 
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Ofbornes, a village between Richmond and Peterfburg, 106; its 
fituation, ib. | 

Oxen, price of a pair, at Williamfburg, 63 ; Prefqu’ile, 114; Brooke 
field, 405; Weftfield, 4145 Stockbridge, 48 ; Newburg, 463 ; 
Chefter, 565. 


¥ 


Palmer, 406 ; its fituation and culture, tb, 

Patuxent-river, 291 ; its bridge the boundary of the ftate of Rhode 
Ifland, ib. ; cotton works, foundleries, anchor forges, &c. ib, 

Peaton’s inn, account of, 192. 

Peterfburg, town of, 107 ; its fituation, jb. ; trade, ib. ;_ exports, 
108; mills, ib..; fociety and political opinions, 110; defcription 
of the town, ib. ; no church, rrr. 

Phyficians, in VY irginia, fine on for inogulating without the per~ 
miffion of the juftices, 80, 

Planks, price of at Katfkill, 443. 

Plafter-of-Paris mixed with feed, 544. 

“Plume, Mr. at Norfolk, account of his tan-pits, and rope-walk, 29, 

Poors’-rate, firft introduced into Virginia, becaufe eftablithed in 
England, 5 53 its amount at Williamfburg, 53. how fettled in 
the flate of Maffachufetts, 341, 342. 

Poplar Spring, account of, 248. 

Portfmouth, defeription of, 9; its houfes, 10; {mall market and 

ehurch, ib, ; communication between this place and Norfolk, 29; 
the only pert of entry in New Hampfhire, 379 ; its exports, ib. ; 
duties on imports, 380 ; method of cleaning chimneys, 391._ 

Potakent-river, 600; its weftern branch parts the counties of 

Prince George and Ann Arundel, 649. 3 | 

Pot-ath, price of, at Katfkill, 441. 3 

Potowmack-river, gecount of, 2 13, 411 ; defoription of its paffage . 
through the Blue Mountains, 214 ; divides the ftates of Virginia 
and Maryland, 240; its falls, 620, 657, 658 ; acompany formed 
for making canals.on and taking tolls, 620. 

Poughkeepfie, famous for its horle races, 444, | 

| Prefqu’ile, Mr. Davies Randolph's plantation at City-point or Ber- 
mudas-hundred, 111; his honfe, p12 3 his judicious management 
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and cultivation, rr, 113; his faleof fith, rr5 3 price of his plan- 
tation which is for fale, 116. 


Prevoft, Major, {fon of the General, defcription of his houfé at Freehold, 
4333 his extent. of territory, ib.; account of his family, 434 3 


his mills, 435; his character, ib, 3 his civilities to the Author, 
438. | 


Principio-creek, 691 3 account of its fall, 693. 
Prince George-county, 6113; its population, ib. 


Providence Plantations, in Rhode Ifland, fo named by Roger Wil- 
liams, after his banifhment, 278. 


Providence, trade of the town of, 281; fhipping, ib. ; exports, 282 5 
cannons and anchors made here, ib. ; its tonnage, 283. 
Putnam Fort, account of, 466. 


Q. 


Quakers, raife a colony at Rhode Ifland, 279, their perfecution, 
301. 


Quartz, in the vicinity of Norfolk, 2345 near Chefapeak-bay, 1b. 3 


near Roanoke-river, 276. 
Queen-Ann’s-county, its foil and cultivation, ib.; population, 575. 
Queen’s-town, account of the village of, 578. 
R. aa 
Raleigh, Sir Walter, his extenfive grants from Queen Elizabeth in 





Virginia, 100; his boo ee and the lofs of his eabonys: 


TOle 

Randolph, Edmund, foriheits fecretary of ftate to the sy 75% 
an eminent-counfellor at Richiond, 1B. 

Redoubt-creek, 450. 

Religious perfecutions, Roger Williams, 279 5 Dr. 2 en 
279; Quakers and Anabaptifts, ib.; Mr. Rebinfor, 297. 
Rhode Hand; fiate of, 277; its legiflative aflembly, 250; laws, 
284; taxes, 284, 284; theiramount, 287. 

‘Richmond: canal, detcription of, 66, 67 ; oe of its forme 
mg, 63. 

Richmond, fituation of the town of, 60; de(cription of the capitol 
tbs ; coft of. its building, ibe; 2 ftatue of George Wathington 
placed in it, done by Hondon, a native of France, 643 aifo 2 


_— 


marble 
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marble buft of La Fayette, by the fame artift, 63 ; its population, 

tb.; trade, 64; merchants deal in bills of exchange, 6s; its great 
ufury, 66 ;.houfes of -ing pection for tobacco, 6g ; political fenti- 
ments of its inhabitants, 73,-743 its taxes, 94; no church, 99% 
defcription of its bridge, 104, 

Rieux, Plumard de, interefting account of, 1323 his ikea Shar 
1333 price of hisland, 134. | 

Roads, how répaired in Virginia, 94; in Maffachufetts, 3413 in 
New Hampfhire, 378. 

Roanoke-ifland, roo; Sir Walter Raleigh's firft fettlers adel at, 
ib, | 

Rochefontaine, M. de, cornmanding officer of the army ‘of ‘the 
United States, 471. 

Rockfifh-mountain, account ofthe, 1733 an abominable inn, ib. ; 
its land good, 1743 its produce; ib. 

Roucre, M. adiftrefled Frenchman, relieved ‘by Major Prevoft, 435 ; 
purchafes a fmall farm at Hudfon; and’ letter tat, 4363) his 
character, ib. 

Rufiel, in the Green Mountains, townfhip of, 415. 

Sierra ot ee 
S. 

Sagodus-creek, 449- : 

Sedgwick, Mr. a member of the United States, counfel for the flaves, 
3263 his plea, ib. ; meets the author at Stockbridge, 418; his 
chara¢ter, ib. | 

Seight, Mr. a lawyer at grist 4645 his civilities to the au= 
thor, ib. 

Semes, a negro 30 or 35 years of agé, learned to read and write 
unaided, 30. 

Shenandoah, population of the vig de! of, 196. 

Shenandoah-river, tgs. sb | 

Shenandoah-valley, defcription of, 192, =i: its cultivation, 1975 
character of its inbabitants, 216. 

Sheriffs in the different counties of the ftate of Virginia, colleétors 
of the taxes, 933 the fecurity ie and one foeeiy 
ed, ib; 


Ship-building, price of, at t Norfolk, at at Haverhill, 3933; af 
Katfkill, 444% 


Singlekilf, 
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Singlekill, account of, 439; price of land at, ib. 


Skinner, General, a candidate as member of the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives, 416. 


Smith, Colonel, a fhop keeper at Springfeld, account of his caft-. 


iron manufaétory, 41t. 

Snap’s inn, account of, 184. 

Somerfet, county of, 575; its produce, ib. 

South Mountains, account of the, 240; part of the counties of 
Wafhington and Frederic, 241. 

South-river, defcription of, 597. 


Sperenza, account of the town of, 4313 its houfes, ib. 


Springfield, its foil and produce, 407; price of land, ib.; account: 


of the village of, 408; its population, ib.; an arfenal and ma- 
gazines, ib,; trade and manufaétories, 410. 
Springs, mica at Greenbriar in the county of Augufta, 175, 
179; near the Potowmack-river,in Berkleyecounty, 218. 
Staunton, capital of the county of Augufta, 177; its intenfe heat, 


ib.; inns,. 178; population, 179; tan-yard, 180; trade, 1b. 5: 


market, ib.; prices of meat, ib.; of land, 1815 difeafes, ib. 3 
prefbyterian church, 1823 inhabitants fond of gaming, 1835 
manners fimilar to Richmond, ib. ee 
Stockbridge, defcription of the town of, 4163 ° its fituat ion, 1b. ; 
foil and produce, 4173 forges and caft-iron wor s, ib. 
Stonning-town, a fea-port of ConneCticut, 268; extent of the 
townfhip of, 269; population of the town, ib.; famous for 
cheefe, ib, ; quantity of that article experted, ib ; its fitheries, 
272; fhipping, ib.; tax for fchools, 274; admiration of the 
French, ib. . 
Stony-point, on the North-river, 477; General Wayne took this 
place from the Englith at the.point of the bayonet, ib. 
Strafburg, account of the town of, 198; its churches, ib.; price 
of meat, 4b. 





or. 


Talbot, county of, 54 “6; its produce, ib. 

= atnal, Mr. at Brandywine; deicription of his corti-mill, 49314943 
quantity of corn it grinds, 497. 

a account of the, at Wiliamfburg, 63 4 in the fate of Vir- 


ginja 








INDEX. 


ginia, gr; at Rhode Ward, 284, 26<; in Maftachufetes, » 5443 
in New Hampthiré, 396, 399% it the fate of Délaware, $32; 
in. the ftate of Maryland, $91, 592. 

Thayer, Mr. at Providetice, a friend of the aiithors, “598: his 
character, 2895 a lineal defcendant of Roger Williams, the 
founder of Providence-plantation, 290} his hotife on the fame 
{pot that his progenitor ¢nt down the fir treé, atid eredted the 
firft hut, ibs sige ue 

Thomas, Mr. late French conful df Baltimore, his Gondixét to ‘the 
author, 253. 

Thomatftown, author’s fecond aétival at Ser, 

‘Fhylman, Colonel, account of his hotife, 568: ifs fituation; ib. ; 
extent and cultivation of his Tarid, 569; his character, é 43. 

Tobacco, culture of at Wovd’s tavern, 166, 169 . atécontit of the 
different forts ctiltivated in Virgitiia, 168; its price and produce, 
169; cultivated near South-riv ef, $97), 598; ; ih Prifice Géotve- 
county, Orr. 

‘Treaty of comrtierce between Great Britain and Mieiel ferharks 
on the, 296, 296, 297. wi 
Trees, fpecies of, at York-town, 38; betwee York-town and Wil- 
~ hhamfburg, 45; in Virginia, 238, 239; if Maryland and Mafia- 
chufetts, 4863 fear VSR oe 508 ; near Upper Marl. 
borough, 690. 


Vv. 

Van Grofbeck, Mr. character of, 4525. 5 an mtimate rm of Co- 
lonél Barr, 497. 

Vermont, ftate of, 3833 law of the, relative to  popultis, 1b. ; 
prefent population, 784. 

Verplanck, Mr. at Verplanck- Eee a unfriendly mecephiot of: 
the author, 477. 

Verplanck-point, on the eaftern,bank of the Norfh- “river, 4975 


near this {pot the union of the French and American armies was 
formed in 1781, ib. 


Vining, Mr.a memberof Corirets, di ad¥ocdte of yteat etninénicé, 52T. 
Fingnsiay its* Givil laws, 83; flave lawé milder than in othér aie 
tries, 34; courts of juftice, 86; criminal laws, ib. ; public debt, 
873 finarices ,88; injudieious ovanits of lartl, $8, 86 ; its taxes, OTs 
duties, 
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duties, 92 ; expertces of its’ government, 935 roads, 94; 
unprovided with arms for its militia, ibs; fehools about to» be 
erected, gs; its conftitution, 96; qualification of the eleétors 
for the fenate, ib.; organization of the judicial fyftem, 98; free- 
dom of religion, 99; firft fettlement of, 100; extenfive grant of 
Queen Elizabeth to Sir Walter Raleigh, ib. ; hiftory of the ftate 
of, 100 to 104, inclufive; mongrel negroes.in. gréater numbers 
than in Georgia or Carolina, 161; general obfervations on this 
fate, 219 to 225; amount of its exports, 226; population, ib’; 
extent, ib.: climate, 227: deftitute of all means of public 
education, ib.: attached to the federal. government, 230: cha~ 
ra¢ter of its inhabitants, ib. : its roads and canals, 239, 240. 

Virginians, their veneration of the French army, 57: fondnefs of 
gaming, 77, 207 indifference of religion, 200: character of 
the; 230. | 


U. 


Upper Marlberough, village of, 600: the chief place in Prince 
George’s-county, ib. 


Wi 


Walkill-creek, account of, 456: the country around infefted with 
_ intermittent fevers, 457. ee a 
Warwick, village of, 543. Reane 
Warton, Doéor, character of, 509: de(eciption of his ea, and 
price of rental, 510: his agricultural fyftem, 11, 512. 
Wafthington, George, a ftatue erected to his memory in the capitol 
at Richmond, g2: announces his intention of retiring from the 





prefidency, 302. 

Wathington-county, account of, 241: its produce, ib.: popula- 
tion, ib. . 

Webfter, Mr. account of his farm, 677 : price of land and produce, 
ib.: a mill near, 678. 

Well, Mr. a member of the legiflature, 5223 account of his re« 


venue from his timber, ib. 
Weft-point, vide North River. - 
Weft Springfield, account of the townfhip of, 413} its aa 
414; culture and produce, ib. , 
Vou, Ill, 3B Whest, 
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Wheat, price of, at Peterfburg, 109; at Prefqu’ile, 115 ; at Mone 
ticello, 150: at Weftfield, 444: at Stockbridge, 418 at Ken- 
derhook-landing, 427: at Hudfon, 430: at New Pattz, 459; at 
Brandywine, 499. | 

Wheat, produce in flour of 100 bufhels, 499. 

Whyte, Mr. chancellor of the ftate of Virginia, 99. 

Williams, Mr. a candidate as member of the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives, 416. 

Williams, Mr. at Marlborough, account of his farm and. produce, 
403: workmen’s wages, 1b. ; price of land and culture, ib. : his 
political opinions, 404. 

Williams, Roger, a. minifterof the gofpel, banifhed. from Rhode 
Ifland to Salem for religious principles, 277 : again from thence 
to Mothawfick, 278. 

Williamfburg, author's arrival at, 44: its fituation, 45: was the 
capital of Virginia before the revolution, 46: its population, 
ib,: defcription of the State Houfe, or capitol, ib.: its College, 
47: itsincome, ib.: from whence it arifes, ib, ; price of education, 
49: an hofpital for lunatics, 51: culture of land, §2: produce, 
ib.: a regular market, 53: relpe€t of its inhabitants for the 
French army, $7- : 

William townthip, a college at, 420. 

Wilmington, the moft populous city in the State of Delaware, 491 - 
account of its population, ib.: its buildings, 492 : extent, ib. : 
a cotton manufaétory, and one for bolting filk, 502: account of 
its port, 517: ‘{hip-building, ib, : market, ib.: freedom of reli- 
gion, ib.: great numbers of the colonifts from St. Domingo 
fettled here, 518: account of its poor-houfe, 520. | 

Winchefter, county of, 575: its produce, ib. 

Winchefter, the capital of Frederick-county, 201° its population, 
ib.: trade, 202: environs, 204: manufactories and ftores, ib. « 
more than twenty lawyers in thriving circumftances in this town, 
ib. : its churches, 205: prifon and court-houfe, ib. : poor-houle, 
ib. : {Chools, 208 : inns, ib.: good market, ib. | 

Woodlands, the feat of William Hamilton, 482 3 defcription of 
his houfe and gardens, 483: his chara¢ter, ib, 

W ood’s tavern, account of, 170: his farm and produce, ib. 


Woodftock, the capital of the county of Shenandoah, 195: de 
{eri ption 





— INDEX. 


{cription of the ae of, ib.: formerly named | Miller’s-town, 
196: its trades, ib.: inhabitants chiefly Germans, ib. 
a i 


¥.. 


Yates, Mr. an Englith merchant, travelling companion of the 
author, 596. | 

York-county, population of, 42. 

York-town, account of its foil, 38: trees, ib.: the place where 
the American war terminated, ib. ; General Nelfon’s houfe was the 
head quarters of Lord Cornwallis, 39: defcription of the village 
of, 40: its population, 41: fituation, ib.: was formerly the 
emporium of all Virginia, ib.: the eapital of York-county, 42: 


exports, ib; no regular market, 43: prices of meat, ib.: of 


houfe-rent, 44. 

‘York-river, 41: its thip-building, 42. 7 

‘Youth, Colonel, at Principio, account of his ironefoundery, 692,603 : 
his number of workmen and wages, 693.” 
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